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SERMON CV.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

THE PHERPETUITY OF THE SABBATH.

Remember the sabbaih-day to keep it holy. Six days shalt
thou labour and do all thy work : but the seventh day is
the sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not do
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy man-
servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates: forin six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath-day, and hallowed it.—Exop. xx. 8—11.

TuE command which is given us in this passage of Scrip-
ture, requires no explanation. T shall therefore proceed
immediately to the consideration of the great subject
which it presents to our view under the following heads:

I. The perpetual establishment of the sabbath ; and,

II. The manner in which it is to be observed.

L. I skall endeavour to prove the perpetual establishmen!
of the sabbath in the Scriptures.

This subject I propose to consider at length ; and, in the
course of my examination, shall attempt to offer direct
proof of its perpetuity, and then to answer objections.

In direct proof of the perpetuity of this institution I
allege,

1. The text.

The text is one of the commands of the moral law.
Now it is acknowledged, that the moral law is, in the
most universal sense, binding on men of every age and
every country. If then this command be a part of that
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2 -~ THE PERPETUITY [SER. CV.
law, all mankind must be under immoveable obligations to
obey the injunctions which it contains.

That it is a part of the moral law I argue from the fact,
that it is united with the other commands which are acknow-
ledged to be of this nature. 1t is twice placed in the midst
of the decalogue in the context, and in the fifth of Deute-
ronomy. This fact, you will remember, was the result of
design, and not of accident: a design formed and exe-
cuted by God himself, and not by Moses.

I argue it, also, from the fact, that this command, together
with the remaining nine, was spoken with an awful and
audible voice from the midst of the thunders and lightnings
which enveloped Mount Sinai. The splendour and majesty
of this scene were such, that all the people who werein the
camp trembled. And when they saw the thunderings and
lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain
smoking they removed, and stood afar off : and said unto
Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear ; but let not
God speak with us, lest we die. Even Moses himself ex-
ceedingly feared and quaked.

T argue this doctrine also from the fact, that this com-
mand was written by the finger of God on one of the two
lables of stone, originally prepared by himself, and destined
to contain nothing but this and the other precepts of the
decalogue. It was afterward written again by the same
hand, after these tables were broken on one of two similar
tables prepared by Moses. A table of stone, and a pillar
of stone, were, in ancient times, direct symbols of the
perpetuity of whatever was engraved on them. This very
natural symbol God was pleased to adopt in the present
case, to shew the perpetual obligation of these commands.
The remainder of the law, given by Moses, was all written
in a book; and was here intentionally and entirely dis-
tinguished, as to its importance, from the decalogue. The
tables of stone on which these commands were wrilten, were
Sfashioned by the hand of God himself. This, also, forms a
peculiar article of distinction between the decalogue and
the rest of the Jewish law. Nothing but the decalogue
ever received such an honour as this. It was written on
one of these tables by the finger of God. This alsoisa
distinction peculiar to the decalogue.
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When Moses, in his zeal to destroy the idolatry of the
Israelites, had broken the two tables of stone, fashioned and
written upon in this manner, God directed him to make two
other tables of stone like the first. On these he was pleased
to write the same commands a second time. In this act he
has taught us, that he was pleased to become a second
time the recorder of these precepts with his own hand,
rather than that the entire distinction between these pre-
cepts and others should be obliterated.

Every part of this solemn transaction, itis to be remem-
bered, was the result of conirivance and design ; of con-
trivance and desigr on the part of God himself. Every part
of it, therefore, speaks a language whichis to be examined
and interpreted by us. Now let me ask whether this lan-
guage is not perfectly intelligible and perfectly unambiguous.
Is it not clear beyond every rational debate, that God de-
signed to distinguish these precepts from every other part
of the Mosaic law, both as to their superior importance,
and their perpetuity ? Is it not incredible, that God should
mark in so solemn a manner this command, together with
the remaining nine, unless he intended that all to whom
these precepts should come, that is, all Jews and Christians,
or all who should afterward read the Scriptures, should
regard these commands as possessing that very importance
which he thus significantly gave them: should consider
them as being in a peculiar sense his law; and hold them
as being perpetually and universally obligatory ?

It is farther to be remembered, that this command is de-
livered in the same absoluie manner as the othernire. There
is no limitation to the pbraseology in which it is contained.
Honour thy father and thy mother, is obligatory on all chil-
dren to whom this precept shall come. Thowu shalt not
steal, is a precept prohibiting the stealing of every man
who shall know it. Every Gentile as well as every Jew
who stnneth under the law, will, according to the spirit of
the apostle’s declaration, be judged by the law. Agreeahly
to this equitable construction, every person to whom this
precept shall come, is bound to remember the sabbath-day
to keep it holy.

But it is acknowledged, tl{x)at <« all the remaining com-
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4 THE PERPETUITY [SER. Cv.

mands are indeed universally obligatory; being in their
own nature moral, and having therefore a universal appli-
cation to mankind. This however is plainly a command
merely positive, and therefore destitute of this universality
of application. It may of course be dispensed with; may
be supposed to have been delivered to the Jews only, like
their ceremonial and judicial law ; may have been destined
to continue so long as their national state continued; and
thus may have been designed to be of neither universal
nor perpetual obligation.”

To this objection, which I have stated at full length that
I might be sure of doing justice to it, I give the following
answer.

First: It appears to me evident, that, so far as my in-
formation extends, the distinction between moral and posi-
tive commands, has been less clearly made by moral writers
than most other distinctions. It will be impossible for any
man clearly to see and to limit exactly what they intend
when they use these terms. To remove this difficulty, so
far as’ my audience are concerned, and to enable them to
know what I design while I am using these words, I will
attempt to define them with some particularity.

A moral precept is one which regulates the moral con-
duct of intelligent creatures, and binds the will and the
conscience. It is either limited or universal; it is uni-
versal, or, in other words, is obligatory on the consciences
of intelligent creatures, at all times, and in all circum-
stances, when their situations and relations are universally
such as to render the conduct required in these precepts
their duty invariably and in the nature of things. Of this
kind the number of precepts is certainly very small. We
are bound to love God and our neighbour invariably. But
the fifth command, inits obvious sense, can have no appli-
cation where the relations of parent and child do not exist;
the sixth, where rational beings are immortal; the seventh,
where the distinction of sex is not found. To these pre-
cepts, therefore, the criterion of universality, generally
regarded as the principal mark of the moral nature of pre-
cepts, is plainly inapplicable; and it is altogether proba-
ble, that these precepts will have no existence in any world
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but this. Limited moral precepts are those, which require
the duties, arising from such relations and circumstances,
as exist only for limited periods, or among certain classes
or divisions of rational beings. Thus various moral pre-
cepts found in the judicial law of Moses, obligated to obe-
dience none but the people of that nation, and strangers
dwelling among them. Thus also, he who has no parents,
is not required to perform the duties enjoined upon a child;
he who has no wife, those required of a husband; and he
who has no children, those demanded of a father.

Positive precepts are such as require conduct of moral
beings, which, antecedently to the promulgation of them,
was not their daty ; and independently of them, would never
have become their duty; but would have remained for ever
a matter of indifference. It ought to be observed here, that
some precepts are considered as merely positive, because
the duties enjoined by them were unknown, and would have
continued unknown to those of whom they are required,
independently of the publication of the precepts. These
precepts, however, are no less of a moral nature, than if the
duties which they enjoin, and the relations from which
those duties spring, had always been perfectly known. A
precept of a merely positive nature, creates a duty which,
but for the precept, would not exist; which does not depend
for its existence on the nature of the relations sustained
by the subject as a rational being; but is intended to pro-
mote some useful, incidental purpose; and is not due nor
demanded from the subject in other cases, although sustain-
ing exactly the same relations. Thus the precept, requiring
the building of booths at the Passover, may be considered
as a positive precept. Thus also many others, enjoining
particular parts of the Jewish ritual.

Secondly: The precept contained in the textis, according
to these definitions, a moral, and not a positive precept.
The sabbath was instituted for the following ends.

It was intended to give the laborious classes of mankind
an opportunity of resting from toil.

It was intended to be a commemoration of the wisdom,
power, and goodness, of God, in the creation of the uni-
verse.
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It was intended to furnish an opportunity of increasing
holiness in man, while in a state of innocence.

It was intended to furnish an opportunity to fallen man
of acquiring holiness, and of obtaining salvation.

In every one of these respects, the sabbath is equally
usefal, important, and necessary to every child of Adam.
It was no more necessary to a Jew to rest after the labour
of six days was ended, than to any other man. It was no
more necessary to a Jew to commemorate the perfections
of God, displayed in the work of creation ; it was no more
necessary to a Jew to gain holiness, or to increase it; it is
no more necessary to a Jew to seek or to obtain salvation.
Whatever makes either of these things interesting to a Jew
in any degrec, makes them in the same degree interesting to
cvery other man. The nature of the command, therefore,
teaches as plainly as the nature of a command can teach,
that it is of universal application to mankind. It has then
this great criterion of a moral precept; viz. universality of
application.

That it is the duty of all men to commemorate the per-
fections of God displayed in the work of creation, cannot
be questioned. Every living man is bound to contemplate,
understand, and adore, these perfections. But we cannot
know them in the abstract, or as they exist merely in him.
‘We learn them only as displayed in his works, and in his
word. We are bound, therefore, to learn them as thus
displayed, and that in proportion to the clearness and glory
of the display. The clearness and glory with which these
perfections are manifested in the work of creation, are tran-
scendantly great; and demand from all creatures a con-
templation proportionally attentive, and an adoration pro-
portionally exalted. To commemorate this glorious work,
therefore, is a plain and important duty of all men: this
being the peculiar service demanded of them by his cha-
racter, and his relation to them as their Creator. But this
commemoration was the original and supreme object of the
command. Itcannot be denied that this is a moral service,
nor that the precept requiring it is a moral precept.

To perform this service in the bestmanneris also as much
a moral daty, as to perform it at all. If any duty he not per-
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formed in the best manner; it is only performed in part:
the remainder being of course omitted. But no words can
be necessary to prove, that we are egually obliged to per-
form one part of a duty as another.

If we know not, and cannot know, the best manner; we
are invariably bound to choose the best which we do know.
If, however, the best manner be made known to us; we are
invariably obliged to adopt if, to the exclusion of all others.

The best manner, in the present case, is made known {o
us in this command. We are assured, that it is the best
manner by the fact, that God has chosen it. No man can
doubt whether God’s manner is the best, nor whether it is
his own duty to adopt it rather than any other. This man-
ner is a commemoration of the perfections of God, thus
disclosed on one day in seven.

That a particular day or set time should be devoted to
this important purpose, is indispensable. The duty is a
social one, in which the rational creatures of God, in this
world, arc universally to unite. But unless a particular
day were set apart for this duty, the union intended would
be impossible.

It is of the last importance, that the day should be ap-
pointed by Gop. Men would not agree on any particular
day. If they should agree, it would always he doubtful
whether the time chosen by them was the best; and the day,
appointed by men, would have neither authority, sacred-
ness, nor sanction. In a matter merely of human institu-
tion, all who pleased would dissent ; and in such a world as
ours, most, or all, would choose to dissent. "The whole
duty, therefore, would be left undone; and the glorious per-
fections of God, unfolded in the work of creation, would be
wholly forgotten. This precept is also entirely of a moral
nature, as to the whole end at which it aims, so far as man
is concerned. 'This end is the attainment and the increase
of holiness. Of every man living, and of every man alike,
this is the highest interest, and the highest duty. To this
end as to the former, which is indeed inseparably united
with this, the sabbath is indispensable.

The sabbath is eminently moral, also, as the indispens-
able means of preserving in the world a real and voluntary
obedience of all the other commands in the decalogue.
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Wherever the sabbath is not, religion dies of course, and
morality of every kind, except so far as convenience and
selfishness may keep the forms of it alive, is forgotten. But
all those means, which are indispensable to the existence
of morality, or, in better language, religion, are themselves
of a moral nature,and of universal obligation; since with-
out them nothing moral could exist.
"~ It makes no difference, here, whether we could have
known without information from God, that one day in seven
would be the best time, and furnish the best manuer of per-
forming these things, or not. It is suflicient that we know
it now.

Thus the fourth command is of a rcally moral nature, no
less than the others; and as truly of incalculable import-
ance, and indispensable obligation, to all the children of
Adam. Its place in the decalogue therefore, was given it
with consummate propricty ; and what God hath joined lo-
gether let not man put asunder.

If it were intended to abolish a command, given so
plainly, and with circumstances of such amazing solemnity,
the abrogation would undoubtedly have been communica-
ted in a mainer cqually clear with that in which the com-
mand itself was originally given. But the Scriptures con-
tain nothing which resembles an abrogation of it, commu-
nicated ecither clearly or obscurely. When Christ abolished
the ceremonial and civil laws of the Jews, so far as they
might be thought to extend to the Gentiles; and taught the
true moral system of the Old Testament; and when the
apostles afterward completed the evangelical account of
this subject; it is, I think, incredible that if this precept
were to be abolished at all, neither he nor they should give
a single hint concerning the abolition. As both have left
it just where they found it, without even intimating that it
was at all to be annulled; we may reasonably conclude,
that its obligation has never been lessened.

In the mean time, it ought to be observed, that many
other precepts, comprised in the Mosaic law, which are
universally acknowledged to he of a moral nature, were
nevertheless not introduced into the decalogue ; were not
spoken by the voice of God; nor written with his finger;
nor placed on the tables of stonc fashioned by himself.
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Why was this supreme distinction made in favour of the
precept now under discussion? This question I may per
haps answer more particularly hereafter. Itis sufiicient to
observe at present, that it arose solely from the superior
importance of the precept itself.

2. The perpetual establishment of the sabbath is evident
Jrom its original institulion.

Of this we have the following account in Genesis ii. 1—
3. Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the
host of them. And on the seventh day God ended his work
which e had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and
sanctified it ; because that in it ke had rested from all his
work which God created and made. The proofs which
this passage affords for the perpetuity of the sabbath, re-
spect the time and the end of the institution.

The time of the institution was the seventh day after the
creation was begun, and the first day after it was ended.
At this time, none of the human race were in being but our
first parents. For them the sabbath was instituted; and
clearly, therefore, for all their posterity also. Ifit was not
instituted for all their posterity, it was not instituted for any
of them : for certainly there can be no reason given, why it
was instituted for one more than another. The Jews parti-
cularly were no more nearly connected with Adam than
we are; and no more interested in any thing commanded to
him, than are the Gentiles. Accordingly, it is, so far as
I know, universally conceded, that if the sabbath was in-
stituted at this time, it is obligatory on allmen to the end of
the world.

The resting of God on this day, alleged in the text as a
primary and authoritative reason why the sabbath should
be kept holy, is a reason extending to all men alike. In my
own view it is incredible, that God should rest on this day,
to furnish an example, to the Jewish nation merely, of ob-
serving the sabbath; or that so solemn a transaction as
this, in its own nature affecting the whole human race alike,
should be intentionally confined in its influence to a ten
thousandth part of mankind. The example of God, so far

asitis imitable, is in its very nature authoritative, and ob-
~ ligatory on every intelligent creature; and in the present
case, plainly on the whole human race. For man to limit
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it, where God himself has not heen pleased to limit it, is
evidently unwarrantable and indefensible.

The end of the institution plainly holds out the same
universality of obligation. I have already observed, that
this is twofold; wiz. to commemorate the glory of God
displayed in the creation; and to attain and increase ho-
liness in the soul of man. I have also observed, that all
men are alike interested in both these objects. Nor can
there be a single pretence, that any nation, or any person,
is more interested in either, than any other person or na-
tion. Every individual stands in exactly the same relations
to God; is under exactly the same obligations; and is
bound, in this case, to duties exactly the same.

3. The perpetuity of the sabbath is clearly taught in
Isaiah 1vi. G—S8.

Also the sons of the stranger, that join themselves to the
Lord, to serve him, and to love the name of the Lord, to be
his servants ; every one that keepeth the sabbath from pol-
luting it, and taketh hold of my covenant ; even them will I
bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my
house of prayer ; their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
shall be acceptable on my altar : for my house shall be called
a house of prayer for all people. The Lord God, who ga-
thereth the outcasts of Israel, saith, Yetwill I gather others
to him, beside those that are gathered unto him.

From this passage it is evident, that, when the house of
God shall become a house of prayer for all people, and
when the outcasts of Israel, and others beside them, shall
be gathered unto him, that is, Christ; then the sabbath
shall continue a divine institution ; that it shall be a duty
to keep it from polluting it; and that those who keep it,
particularly the sons of the stranger, or the Gentile nations ;
shall be accepted, and blessed in thus keeping it, and shall
be made joyful in God’s house of prayer.

But the house of God was never in any sense called a
house of prayer for all people, until afier the dispensation
of the gospel began: viz. until the house of God was
found wherever two or three met together in the name of
Christ ; until the period, when mankind were to worship
God, neither in Jerusalem, nor in the mountain of Samaria,
but wherever they worshipped in spirit and in truth. Under
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this dispensation, therefore, the sabbath was still to con-
tinue a divine institution; was to be kept free from pollu-
tion ; and the keeping of it was to be blessed, according
to the declarations of the unerring spirit of prophecy.

This prediction is a part of the unchangeable counsels
of JEHOVAH. It could not have been written, unless it had
been true. It could not have been true, unless fulfilled by
this very observation of the sabbath. The sabbath could
not have been thus observed, and men could not have been
thus blessed in obscrving it, unless at the very time of this
observance it had still remained an institution of God.
For God himself has declared, that mankind shall not add
to his words, nor diminish aught from them ; and that, in-
stead of blessing those who add to the words written in
the Scriptures, he will add to them the plagues which are
written in the Scriptures. But to add to the institutions of
God is to add to his word, in the most arrogant and guilty
manner. If the sabbath be not now a divine institution ;
he who observes it as such adds to the institutions of God,
and is grossly guilty of this arrogance. He may therefore
certainly, as well as justly, expect to find a curse, and not
a blessing: to be destroyed with a more terrible destruc-
tion than that which Nadab and Abihu experienced, for
adding to the institutions of God one of their own, of a far
less extraordinary and guilty nature.

But how different from all this has been the fact! How
exactly, as well as gloriously, has this prediction been ful-
filled! God has really gathered unto Christ others beside
the outcasts of Israel. 'The Gentiles, the sons of the stran-
ger, have, in immense multitudes, joined themselves to the
Lord. 'They have served him. They have loved his name.
They have kept the sabbath from polluting it. They have
taken hold of his covenant. They have been made joyful in
his house of prayer : and their sacrifices, and their burni-
offerings have been accepted upon his altar: and his house
has been called a house of prayer for all people. Thus, as
Isaiah predicted, there has actually been a sabbath under
the dispensation of the gospel, remaining now for almost
eighteen hundred years; and this sabbath has been at-
tended with the peculiar blessings predicied by this evan-
gclical prophet. i
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4. The perpetuity of the sabbath is fairly argued from
psalm cxviii. 19—26.

Open to me the gates of righteousness : I will go into
them ; and I will praise the Lord. This gate of the Lord,
into which the righteous shall enter. I will praise thee: for
thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation. The stone
which the builders refused, is become the head-stone of the
corner. Tlusis the Lord’s doing ; and it is marvellous
in our eyes. This is the day which the Lord hath made.
We will rejoice, and be glad in it. Save now, I beseech thee,
O Lord: O Lord, I bescech thee, send mow prosperity !
Blessed be e that cometh in the name of the Lord. We have
blessed you out of the house of the Lord.

This psalm, particularly the prophecy contained in these
words, is explained by St. Peter, as referring to Christ ;
the true head-stone of the corner rejected by the Jewish build-
ers : and of course as referring to the times of the Christian
dispensation. In these times, then, there was to be a day
which the Lord hath made; not in the literal sense ; for in
this sense he had made all days ; but in the spiritual sense;
that is, a day which he had sanctified ; consecrated to him-
self; devoted to his own worship ; of a common and secular
day, made into aholy and religious one. It was a day, on
which the gates of righteousness were to be opened: that is,
the gates of the sanctuary, or house of God ; and styled the
gute, or gates of the Lord. It was a day, on which the righte-
ous as a body werelo enterinto them. 1t was the day, on which
the Lord became their salvation. It was the day, on which
the stone rejected by the builders, became the head-stone of the
corner. Itwas a day on which prayerswereto beoffered up and
praisesto be sung toGod. Finally, it was a day, in which the
righteous were to receive blessings from the house of the Lord.

All my audience must have anticipated the conclusion,
as flowing irresistibly even from this slight examination of
the passage; that this was a day devotled to religious em-
ployments, and particularly to the public worship of God.
It is equally evident, that it is the day on which Christ
arose from the dead, or, in other words, became the head-
stone of the corner. 1t is therefore the sabbath; the only
day ever devoted to purposes of this nature by the -autho-
rity of inspiration. It is a sabbath also existing under the
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gospel, or after the resurrection of Christ. Of course, it is
to continue to the end of the world ; for all the institutions
which exist under the gospel, are perpetual.

5. The perpetual establishment of the sabbath is evident
from Revelation i.10, I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day.

The book of Revelation was probably written about the
year 96, and of course many years after the resurrection of
Christ. At this time, there was a day generally known lo
Christians by the name of the Lord’s day. It was also en-
titled the Lord’s day by the pen of St. John, under the im-
mediateinfluence of inspiration. Itwas therefore so called
with the approbation of the Spirit of the truth. But this
could not have been, unless it had been originally instituted
by God himself. That the apostle, in this manner of men-
tioning it, accords intentionally with this denomination, as
being the proper one, will, I presume, not be disputed ; be-
cause the contrary supposition would make him lend his
own sanction to a false, as well as an unauthorized, deno-
mination of this day, and to the false doctrine involved in
it ; viz. that there was a day consecraled with propriety to
the Lord, or, in other words, consecrated by divine appoint-
ment: since no other consecration of it would have any
propriety. If this doctrine were false, as according to the
supposition it must be, it could not fail to prove in a high
degree dangerous; as it would naturally lead all who read
this book, to hold a religious institution as established by
God whieh he had not in fact appointed ; and thus, by
worshipping him according to the commandments of men, to
worship kim in vain. The guilt and the mischiefs of this
doctrine, thus received and obeyed, would be incompre-
hensible. The Spirit of truth, who directed the pen of St.
John, cannot have sanctioned this doctrine, unless it were
true ; nor have given this denomination to the day spoken
of, unless it were given by the will of God.

There was, therefore, at the period specified, and under
the gospel, a day holden by the apostle, by Christians ge-
nerally, and by God himself, as the Lord’s day; or a day
peculiarly consecrated to Christ, the Lord mentioned by
St. John in this passage. There is now, there has always
been, but one such day ; and but one manner, in which a
day can be the Lord’s. This day is the sabbath ; ‘a holy,
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heavenly rest from every sinful and every secular concern.
Itishis, by being authoritatively ap propriated to his use by
himself; and by his requiring mankind, whenever itreturns,
to consecrate their time, their talents, and themselves, to
his immediate service and religious worship. As then
there was such a day, a day consecrated to the Lord, a
sabbath at the time when the Revelation of St. John was
written; so this day is perpetually established. For, every
institution under the gospel, the last dispensation of God
to mankind, will remain in full force to the end of the
world.

SERMON CVIL.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

THE PERPETUITY AND CHANGE OF THE SABBATH.

Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six days
shalt thow labour and do all thy work: but the seventh
day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy
man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor
thy stranger that is within thy gates: for in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the Lord blessed
the sabbath-day, and kallowed it.—EXop. XX. 8. 11.

IN the preceding discourse, from these words, I proposed
to consider,

1. The perpetual establishment of the sabbath ; and,

I1. The manner in which it is to be abserved.

The first of these propositions 1 examined, at some
length, in that discourse: and shall now go onfo offer some
additional observations concerning the same subject. 1f I
have proved, as I flatter myself I have, that the sabbath is
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an institution, designed to last to the end of the world ; it
will naturally occur to my audience, as a question of prime
importance in the consideration of this subject, “ Why is
it, that you and other Christians, instead of" observing the
sabbath originally instituted, keep another day as the sab-
hath; aday of which no mention was made in theinstitution,
and for the religious observation of which we find no express
command either in the Old or New Testament ?”

This question is certainly asked with unobjectionable
propriety ; and certainly demands a candid and satisfactory
answer. Such an answer I will now endeavour to give.

It is unquestionably true, that the institution, whatever
it is, isto be taken as we find it in the Scriptures; and that
men are in no respect to change it. e who made it, is the
only being in the universe who has the right to abrogate
or to alter that which he has made. As we find it then
in the Scriptures, we are bound to take it; whether agree-
able to our own ideas of wisdom and propriety, or not.

In order to explain my own views of this subject, it will
be useful to observe, that this institution obviously consists
of two parts; the sabbath, or holy rest, and the day on
which it is holden. These are plainly alluded to, as distinct
from each other, in the text; where it is said, The Lord
rested on the seventh day, and blessed the sabbath-day, and
hallowed it. This language is chosen of design ; and, as 1
apprehend, with a propriety intentionally instructive to us.
God did not bless the seventh day, nor hallow it as the
seventh day ; but only as being the day on which the sabbath,
or the holy rest, was to be kept. Were the sabbath then
warrantably to be kept, at different periods, on each of the
days of the week ; the blessing would follow it, on what-
ever day it was holden.

It was plain, then, that the sabbath, being a thing entirely
distinct from the day on which it is kept, may be a perpe-
tual institution ; and yet be kept, if God should so orderit,
on any, or successively on all, the days of the week. If,
then, the day on which the sabbath was to be holden,
should by divine appointment be a different one from that
which was originally established ; the sabbath itself, the
substance of the institution, might still remain the same. All
that would be changed, would plainly be a given day of the
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week ; a thing perfectly circumstantial; and of no other
importance than that which circumstances gave it. |

The day, 1 say, might be altered without altering at all
the substance of the institution. Still it could be altered
only by divine appointment. The same authority which
instituted the sabbath, appointed also the day on which it
was to be holden : and no other authority is competent to
change either in any degree. If, then, we cannot find in
the Scriptures plain and ample proofs of an abrogation of
the original day ; or the substitution of a new one; the day
undoubtedly remains in full force and obligation, and is now
religiously to be celebrated byall the race of Adam. It shall
be the business of this discourse to collect to a point the
light which the Scriptures afford us concerning this impor-
tant subject.

1. The nature of the subject furnishes room to suppose,
that the day on which the sabbath was to be celebrated un-
der the Christian dispensation, might be a different one from
that which was originally appointed.

The end of the institution mentioned in the text, is the
commemoration of the glory of God in the creation of the
world. The reason why God chose that the manifestation
of himself in that wonderful work should be commemorated
rather than that which was made in the deluge, or the de-
liverance of the Israclites from the bondage of Egypt, was,
itis presumed, the peculiar greatness of the work itself, and
of the display which it furnished of his perfections. If this
be admitted, as it probably will be by every sober man;
it must also be admitted, that we ought, according to this
scheme, to expect any other work of God, of still greater
importance, and more glorious to the divine character, than
the creation itself, to be commemorated with equal or
greater solemnity. Butthe work of redemption, or, as it is
sometimes styled in the Scriptures, the new creation, is a
more glorious work than that of creating the heavens and
the earth. 'Thisdoctrine may be elucidated by the following
considerations.

In the first place, The agent in both these works is the
same. St. Paul expressly declares, that Christ in the be-
ginning laid the foundations of the earth; that the heavens
are the work of his hands ; Heb. i.10; and that all things,
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visible and invisible, were created by him, and for him.
Col. i, 16. St. John also teaches us, that all things were
made by kim ; and that without him there was not one thing
made which has existed. Johni. 3. The same person, there-
Sore, is honoured in a commemoration of both these won-
derful works.

Secondly ; The end of a work, that is, the reason for
which it is done, is of more importance than the work it-
self. This truth will be admitted on all hands. No intel-
ligent being, who claims the character of wisdom, ever un-
dertakes a work without an end sufficiently important to
justify the meauns adopted for its accomplishment. Much
less will this be supposed of God. But the end of creation
is Providence; and of all the works of Providence, the
work of redemption, or the new creation, is incalculably the
most important ; the hinge on which all the rest turn; the
work, towards the completion of which all the rest are di-
rected : in a word, the end of them all. Accordingly, St.
Paul says, Who created all things by Jesus Christ, to the in-
tent, that now unto principalities and powers, in heavenly
places, might be known, by the church, the manifold wisdom
of God. The display of the wisdom of God by the church
in the work of redemption was, therefore, the intent, or end
Jfor which all things were created by Jesus Christ. Without
the work of redemption, then, the purpose of God in crea-
ting all things, and the real use of the thing themsclves,
would have been prevented. ’

Thirdly ; The superior importance of the new creation, is
evident in this fact ; that the old creation, by its unceasing
changes, continually decays and degenerates, while the new
creation becomes, by its own changes, unceasingly brighter
and better.

Fourthly ; The old creation is a transitory work, made
Jor consumption by fire: whereas the new is intended for
eternal duration.

Thus from the nature of the case there is ample room to
sappose, that the work of redemption might, by divine ap-
pointment, be commemorated preferably to the work of
creation.

2. It is expressly foretold by the prophet Isaiah, that the
YOL. IV. c
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work of redemption skall be commemorated in preference to
the work of creation. Isa. Ixv. 17, 18.

For behold, saith God, I create new heavens and a new
earth ; and the former shall not be remembered, neither shall
it come into mind. But be ye glad, and rejoice for ever, in.
that which I create: for behold I create Jerusalem a rejoi-
cing, and my people a joy. In this passage of Seripture we
are informed, that God designed to create what in the first
of thesc verses is called new heavens and a new earth.
This, in the second verse, is explained in simple language;
and is said to be creating the people of God a joy and a re-
Joicing. 1In other words, itis no other than redeeming and
sanctifying the souls of men ; by means of which they be-
come a rejoicing to God, and to each other.

In this declaration of the prophet there are two things
particularly claiming our attention. The first is, that the
new creation, or the work of redemption, is of far greater
importance in the eye of God, than the former creation.
The second is an express prediction, that the former crea-
tion shall not be remembered by the church, nor come into
mind ; or, in other words, shall not be commemorated.
This I understand, as almost all similar Jewish phrases
are to be understood, in a comparative sense ; and suppose
the prophet to intend, that it shall be far less remembered
and commemorated; as being of far less importance. -

That this passage refers to the times of the evangelical
dispensation is certain from the prediction itself: since the
new creation is the very subject of it, and the commence-
ment of that dispensation. Itiscqually evident also from
the whole strain of the chapter.

This passage appears to me to place the fact in the clear-
est light, that a particular, superior, and extraordinary com-
memoration of the work of redemption by the Christian
chiurch, in all its various ages, was a part of the good plea-
sure of God; and was designed by him to be accomplished
in the course of his providence. But there neithér is, nor
ever was, any public, solemn commemoration of this work,
by the Christian church, except that which is holden on the
first day of the week ; or the day in which Christ completed
this great work by his resurrection from the dead. This
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prophecy has therefore been unfulfilled, so far as I sec,
unless it has been fulfilled in this very manner. But if it
has been fulfilled in this manner; then this manner of ful-
filling it has been agreeable to the true intention of the pro-
phecy, and to the good pleasure of God expressed in it
and is therefore that very part of the system of his provi-
dence, which is here unfolded to mankind.

At the same time it is to be remembered, that the former
institution is still substantially preserved. The sabbath
still returns upon one day in seven. The great facts, that
in six days the Lord made heaver and earth, the sea, and all
that in them is, and rested the severth day, are still presented
to the mind in their full force. The work of creating the
heavens and the earth is therefore regularly commemorated,
aceording to the original institution of God : while the new
creation, as its importance demands, and as this prophecy
directly foretells, takes its own superior place in the com-
memoration. Thus the institution, instead of being abro-
gated in every respeet, is only changedin such a manner,as
to enlarge its usefulness and importance to mankind, and to
become a solemn memorial of two wonderf{ul works of God,
instead of one. The sabbatk itself is unchanged. It still
returns at the end of seven days. It is still a memorial of
the creation. But the institution is enlarged in such a
manner, as to commemorate also the work of redemption.

'With this prophecy facts have corresponded in a wonder-
fal manner. All Christians ¢ommemorate the work of
creation in their prayers and praises, their religious medita-
tions and discourses, from sabbath to sabbath. But every
Christian perfectly well knows, that the work of redemption
holds a far higher place in every private andin every pub-
lic religious service; and that, according to the declara-
tion of God in this passage, the former is comparatively not
remembered, neither does it come into mind. At the same
time, the work of redemption isnot merely the chief, but the
only, means of originating holiness in the soul, and altoge-
ther the principal means of advancing it towards perfection.
In every respect, therefore, the Christian sabbath is now
better suited to the great ends of the institution, than the
original day. Until the time of Christ’s resurrection, the
seventh day commemorated the most glorious work which

c2
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God had ever accomplished, and the most wonderful dis-
play of the divine perfections. But by the resurrection of
Christ, a new, and far more glorious, work was finished.
While the sabbath therefore was by divine appointment
kept on the seventh day, it was exactly suited to the pur-
pose of commemorating the most glorious work of God
which had ever taken place. But after the resurrection of
Christ, the first day of the week was plainly better fitted,
than any other day, to become areligious memorial of both
these wonderful works, by being the day on which Christ
arose from the dead, and by returning regularly at the end
of every six days. Whatever other opinions we adopt
concerning this subject, it must, I think, be readily ac-
knowledged, that no other day could possibly combine all
these advantages.

This important consideration seems to be plainly inti-
mated in the text. Remember the sabbath-day to keep it
holy. The seventh day is the sabbath. In six days the
Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is ; wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and hal-
lowed it. It cannot escape the notice of every reader of
this passage, that the duty of remembering the sabbath, to
keep it holy, enjoined at the beginning, and the blessing and
consecration mentioned at the end, are applied to the sab-
bath, and not to the day; and that the seventh day is de-
clared to be the sabbath-day, or the day on which the sab-
bath is to be holden. The meaning of this is obviously,
that the seventh day is, or was at that time, the existing day
of the sabbath; without determining how long it should
continue to possess this character. God established it in-
definitely ; and, unless he should be pleased to change it,
perpetually, as the day of the sabbath. But on whatever
day he should think fit to establish the sabbath, it was to
be remembered and kept holy. The blessing also and the
sanctification were annexed to the sabbath-day, and not to
the seventh. Inthis manner the Christian church became in-
formed of their duty, whenever the day should be changed;
and, if they performed it faithfully, were assured of this
peculiar blessing. Thus also they were preserved from
the fears, which might otherwise arise, of losing the bless-
ing annexed to the sabbath, whenever the day on which it
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should be holden should be changed. Had the blessing
in this command been annexed to the seventh day, it would
probably have occasioned an immoveable perplexity to the
Christian church, had they found the present account of the
sabbath contained in the New Testament.

3. The hundred and eighteenth Psalm is a direct predic-
tion, that the day of Christ’s resurrection was to be the day
on which the sabbath should be holden under the gospel.

In the 14th verse of this psalm the divine writer declares,
that the Lord is his strength and his song ; and is become
his salvation. This fact we know was accomplished when
Christ rose from the dead. In consequence of this great
event, he hears the voice of rejoicing and of salvation in the
tabernacle of the righteous ; or in the house of God. In the
19th verse he says, Open fo me the gates of righteousness.
I will praise thee ; for thou hast heard me, and art become
my salvation. This event he again describes in a new and
under a very different image : The stone which the builders
refused, is become the head-stone of the corner. He then
subjoins, This is the day which the Lord hath made : thatis,
the day which Christ consecrated, or made into a holy day,
when he became the head-stone of the corner: that is, when
he arose from the dead. He then adds, We will rejoice and
be glad in it : that is, we, the righteous; the church of
God; for in their name he speaks throughout all the latter
part of this psalm, whether speaking in the singular or
plural. In their name he says, in the following verse,
Save now, I beseechthee, O Lord! O Lord! I beseech thee,
send now prosperity. Blessed is he that cometh in the name
of the Lord. 'The words of the two last-mentioned verses
are applied directly to Christ, by the multitudes who ac-
companied him in his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The
muléitudes, saith St. Matthew, cried, saying, Hosanna to the
Son of David ! Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
Lord! Hosanna in the highest ! The words of the last
verse are also applied by Christ to himself, Matt. xxiv. 39,
For 1 say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye
shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.
The comment of the multitudes is reasonably supposed to
be that of the Jewish church in general. That of Christ,
and that of St. Peter, mentioned in the preceding discourse,
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are the decisive law of interpretation to the Christian
church: We are thercfore warranted to conclude, thatthe
Psalmist here declares, not only the joy and gladness of the
Christian church in the resurrection of Christ, but in the day
on which he arose: for he says, This is the day which the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it. This
day he also declares to be a day of public worship; a day
on which the gates of righteousness were to be opened, and
the righteous, or the church as a body, were to enter them,
and on which the ministers of the gospel were to bless them
(in the Jewish language, or language of the temple service),
out of the house of the Lord ; or, in language adapted to the
Christian manner of worship, ¢n the house of the Lord. The
substauce in this comment is beautifully given by Dr.
Watts, in the two following stanzas.

The work, O Lord, is thine,
And wondrous in our eyes ;
This day declares it all divine,
This day did Jesus rise.
This 15 the glorious day
That our Redeemer made:
Let us rejoice, and sing, and pray ;
Let all the church be glad.

4. Christ has indicated, that the seventh day should cease
to be the sabbath after his resurrection.

In Matthew ix. 14, we are informed, that the disciples of
John came to him, and inquired of him why his disciples
did not fast, as well as themselves and the Pharisees.
Christ replied, Can the children of the bride-chamber mourn
as long as the bridegroom is with them? But the days will
come, when the bridegroom shall be taken from them, and
then shall they fast. Christ was crucified and buried on
Friday. At the close then of this day he was taken from
the children of the bride-chamber ; that is, from his disci-
ples. Throughout Saturday he lay in the grave. On the
Jirst day of the week, the Christian sabbath, he was restored
to them again. This then became to them the proper
season of fasting, according to his own declaration. But
the sabbath was a festival, from the beginning. Such it
continues to be unto the end. That it was to be such to
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the Christian church, is amply proved by the passage for-
merly quoted from Isaiah lvi. 6,7, and from the express
declarations, justnow quoted from the 118th psalm. Fast-
ing on this day can therefore never accord with its original
and universal design. But on the seventh day, the day
during which he lay in the grave, as he informs us, it was
proper that they should fast. In this declaration it is in-
dicated, not obscurely, that the seventh day would soon
cease to be a season fitted for the observance of the sabbath.

It must be obvious to the least reflection, that this season
of Christ’s extreme humiliation is the most improper period
conceivable for commemorating, with joy and gladness,
the wonderful work of redemption. Every thing, in this
season, must appear to a Christian to demand hamiliation
and mourning, rather than exultation. During this period
the enemies of Christ prevailed against him ; and the ser-
pent, according to the first prophecy ever given concerning
him to this world, bruised his heel. 'To rcjoice on this day
would be to lay hold on thie time of our Saviour’s greatest
sufferings, and decpest humiliation, as the proper season
for our greatest exultation. This certainly was not the
conduct of the apostles. 'They mourned in the most me-
lancholy and distressing manner. Nor do they appear cver
to have regarded the seventh day afterward as the holy,
joyful rest of God. On the contrary, they transferred this
festival to another day.

5. The apostles, by their example, have decisively taught
us, that the day of Christ’s resurrection was to be the Chris-
tian sabbath.

On the first day of the week, the day of his resurrection,
Christ met his disciples assembled together. On the first
day of the week following, he met them again assembled
together. On the first day of the week, at the feast called
Pentecost, the Spirit descended in a miraculous and glorious
manaer upon the apostles. On the first day of the week the
disciples assembled together customarily, to break bread,
and to make charitable contributions for their suffering bre-
thren. From the three first of these facts it is plain, that
Christ thought fit to honour this day with peculiar tokens of
his approbation. From the last, that the apostles thought
themselves warranted to devote it to religious purposes.
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I have already shewn, above and sufliciently, that God
has absolutely prohibited all men, under severe denuncia-
tions, and with terrible expressions of his anger, either fo
Jorm religious institutions, or to substitute their own institu-
tions for his. It is clearly impossible, that the apostles,
who have taught us this very doctrine, should, under the in-
fluence of inspiration, disobey him in this interesting par-
ticular by forming so remarkable a religious institution;
abolishing that of God ; and substituting their own in its
place. Nothing is more evident to me, than that this ex-
ample has all the weight which can be attached to any pre-
cept whatever. This will especially appear, if we remem-
ber, that Peter with the eleven apostles celebrated the first
day of the week, and that Paul and his followers did the
same. Paul received his gospel immediately from Christ;
and informs us in Galatians i. 2, that the apostles at Jcru-
salem added nothing to him. For three years he never saw
one of them; and had not the remotest correspondence with
them. Allthedoctrines therefore which Paul acknowledged,
he received directly from Christ ; and was indebted for none
of them to his companions in the apostleship. Yet Peter
and his followers observed the first day of the week as the
religious day, and Paul andhis followers observed the same.
This is evident from his direction to the churches at Galatia
and Corinth, to lay by them somewhat on the first day of the
week for the poor saints at Jerusalem. The reason why
the first day of the week is pitched upon for this purpose,
is obviously this; that they assembled customarily on the
first day of the week for religious purposes. Accordingly,
in Acts xx. 7, we are informed, that the disciples in Troas
came together on the first day of the week, to break bread ;
and that Paul preached unto them, continuing his speech until
midnight. But whence did these persons, thus separated,
derive this agreement in their observance of the first day
of the week ? The only answer which can be given to this
question is, from the inspiration which guided them both.
Had they been uninspired : their agreement in a case of
this nature, where they acted independently of each other,
would have proved, that they derived the doctrine, and the
practice grounded on it, from a common source. Their
character, as inspired men and apostles, proves beyond de-
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bate, that the common source, from which they thus har-
moniously derived a religious institution, was God.

6. The same doctrine is proved from the already cited
passage, Rev. i. 10 ; I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.

From this declaration it is evident, that in or about the
year 96, when the Apocalypse was written and published,
there was a day known and observed by Christians gene-
rally as the Lord’s day. This appellation was, I presume,
derived from the passage before quoted from the 118th
Psalm; in which it is said concerning the day of Christ’s
resurrection, This is the day which the Lord hath made:
that is, hath made of a common into a holy day; or in
other words, consecrated to himself. But the day pointed
out in this passage, is the day on which Christ rose from
the dead.

That this was in fact the day styled by St. John the
Lord’s day, is unanswerably evident from the history of the
church ; andit is equally evident, that the sabbath, or holy
rest, together with all the religious services pertaining to it,
were celebrated by the church on this day. Every one,
who has read with attention the New Testament, must
have observed, that there is no hint, as well as no precept,
directing Christians to celebrate the seventh day as holy
time. The ancient Christians, particularly the Jewish Chris-
tians, when they had occasion to preach to the Jews, or to
assemble with them, entered into their synagogues on the
seventh day, and undoubtedly worshipped with them in their
manner; but there is not the least reason to believe, either
from the Acts or from the Epistles, that they ever assem-
bled of their own accord, on that day, for religious services,
In a regular or customary manner.

Ignatius, a companion of the apostles, says, in so many
words, ‘“ Let us no more sabbatize ;” that is, keep the Jew-
ish sabbath, < but let us keep the Lord’s day, on which our
Life arose.”

Justin Martyr, who lived at the close of the first and the
beginning of the second century, says, ¢ On the day called
Sunday is an assembly of all who live in the city or
eountry ; and the memoirs of the apostles, and the writings
of the prophets,” that is, the Old and New Testament,
“ are read.” For this he assigns the reasons of the Chris-
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tians ; viz.  that it was the day on which the creation of
the world began, and on which Christ arose from the dead.”

Ireneeus, a disciple of Polycarp, the disciple of St. John
himself, who lived in the second century, says, ¢ On the
Lord’s day every one of us, Christians, keeps the sabbath;
meditating in the law,” or Scriptures,  and rejoicing in the
works of God.”

Dionysius, bishop of Corinth, who lived in the time of
Irenaus, that is, in the second century, says, in his letter to
the church at Rome, “To-day we celebrate the Lord’s day,
when we read your epistle to us.”

Tertullian, who also lived in the second century, speaks
of the Lord’s day as a.Christian solemnity.

Petavius declares, that, “ but one Lord’s day was ob-
served in the earliest times of the church.”

It is indeed true, that in that miserable forgery, which
professes itself to have been written by the apostles, and
is styled the apostolical constitutions; but which was
plainly the work of some impostor, living in the latter end
of the fourth, or the beginning of the fifth century, certainly
not earlier, it is directed, that Christians should keep both
the Jewish sabbath and the Lord’s day, as religious festi-
vals; and that every sabbath but one in the year, and
every Lord’s day, should be observed in this manner. It is
also true, that in the fifth century, both these days were
kept in this manner by Christians generally, except the
churches of Rome and Alexandria; who did nof observe
the Jewish sabbath as a religious day. This appears by
the testimony of both Socrates and Sozomen. €oncerning
this subject Petavius declares, that * the most holy fathers
agreed, that the apostles never ordained any thing of this
nature.” He also remarks, that the council of Laodicea,
which probably sat about the year 863, forbade, in their
twenty-ninth canon, that Christians should rest from labour
on the sabbath or seventh day. For they say, ‘ Christians
ought not to Judaize, nor to rest on the sabbath, that is,
the seventh day; but preferring the Lord’s day to rest, if
indeed it should be in their power, as Christians,”*

From these ohservations it is plain, that although in the

: * Lardner.
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fifth century many Christians had reverted to the observa-
tion of the Jewish sabbath, while yet they universally ce-
lebrated the Lord’s day; yet the practice, even in this
period of miserable declension, was by no means universal.
The churches of Rome and Alexandria never adopted it at
all ; and others plainly adopted it, as they did a great mul-
titude of other corruptions at the same time, merely from
their own construction of the Scriptures. We cannot won-
der that those, especially when we find among them cele-
brated ministers of religion, who admitted the prolection
and invocation of saints and martyrs, should admit any
other corruption; and that they should construe those pas-
sages of Scripture which speak of the sabbath as errone-
ously as they construed others.

7. The same truth appears in this great fact ; that God
has perpetually and gloriously annexed his blessing to the
Christian sabbath.

If this day be not divinely instituted; then God has suf-
fered his church to disuse and annihilate his own institu-
tion, and substitute onc of mere human device in its stead.
Will this be believed? But this is not all : he has annexed
the blessing which he originally united to the sabbath, in-
stituted by himself, to that which was the means of destroy-
ing it, and which was established by human authority
merely. After requiring that men should add nothing to
his words, and forbidding them to diminish aught from
them ; after threatening the plagues denounced in the
Scriptures to him who should add unto the words which
they contain ; and declaring, that he would take away out
of the book of life the part of him who should take away
Jrom the words written in the Scriptures: can any man be-
lieve, that he would forsake, that he has forsaken, his own
institution; an institution of this magnitude ; an institution
on which have depended, in all lands and ages, the obser-
vation, influence, and existence, of his holy law? Can any
man believe, that he, who so dreadfully punished Nadab
and Abihu for forsaking his own institution, in a case of far
inferior magnitude, and setting.up one of their own in its
stead, would not only nof punish, but abundantly and un-
ceasingly bless, the Christian church, while perpetrating
and persisting in iniquity of exactly the same nature, and
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far greater in degree ? The Christian who can believe this,
must be prepared to believe any thing.

Had men known nothing concerning the institution of
God ; the charity of their fellow-men might be naturally
enough extended to them, while employed in religiously
commemorating Christ’s resurrection. The appearance of
piety in such a commemoration, and their freedom from the
impiety of intruding upon a divine institution, might induce
others to think favourably of their conduct. But in the
case in hand, the institution was begun by the apostles;
men inspired ; chosen followers of Christ; and the erectors
of his kingdom in the world. If they sinned they sinned
wilfully, and in defiance of their inspiration. With them
however the blessing began to be annexed to this day in a
most wonderful and glorious manner. From Zhem it has
been uninterruptedly continued to the present time. To
this day, under God, as a primary mean, mankind are in-
debted for all the religion which has heen in the world
from the days of the apeostles. If then the Christian sab-
bath is not a divine institution, God has made a device of
man a more powerful support to his spiritual kingdom, a
more eflicacious instrument of diffusing truth and righte-
ousness, than most, perhaps than all others; while at the
same time he has, so far as I am able to discern, wholly
neglected and forgotten a most solemn institution of his
own. Thus a human device has been a peculiar, if not a
singular means of accomplishing the greatest glory to the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; and men, it would
seem, will, in the end, have whereof to glory before God.

This blessing has been too evident, too uniform, and too
long continued, to admit of a doubt; too great and too
wonderful, to be passed over in silence. On this day, the
perfections of God, manifested in the amazing works of
creation and redemption, have, more than on all others,
been solemnly, gratefully, and joyfully, remembered and
celebrated. On this day millions of the human race have
been born unto God. On this day, Christians have ever
found their prime blessings. From the word and ordinances
of God, from the influences of the Holy Spirit, from the
presence of Christ in his church, Christians have derived,
on this day more than on all others, the most delightful
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views of the divine character, clear apprehensions of their
own duty, lively devotion to the service of God, strength
to overcome temptations, and glorious anticipations of im-
mortality. Take this day from the calendar of the Chris-
tian, and all that remains will be cloudy and cheerless.
Religion will instantly decay. Ignorance, error, and vice,
will immediately triumph; the sense of duty vanish; mo-
rals fade way; the acknowledgment, and even the remem-
brance, of God be far removed from mankind; the glad
tidings of salvation cease to sound, and the communica-
tion between earth and heaven be cut off for ever.

SERMON CVII.
FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

OBJECTIONS ANSWERED.

There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God.
Hes. 1v. 9.

IN the two preceding discourses I have, according to the
scheme originally proposed, endeavoured to prove the per-
petual establishinent of the sabbath, as a divine institution ;
and to shew, that the day onr which it is by divine appoint-
ment to be holden by the Christian church, is the day of
Christ’s resurrection.

In the following discourse, I shall proceed to consider
the objections which have been made to this doctrine. As
all the important objections within my knowledge are ad-
duced by the late archdeacon Paley, it is my design to re-
ply to this respectable writer in form : such a reply being,
in my own apprehension, all that is necessary with respect
to the subject at large.

The text I consider as a direct assertion, that there is a
sabbath in the Christian church, explained by the verse fol-
lowing to be founded on the fact, that Christ rested from his
labours in the work of redemption ; as the seventh day sab-
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bath was founded on the fact, that God rested on that day
Jfrom his labours in the work of creation. For he that hath
entered into his rest, even he hath rested from his works, as
God did from his own. The word translated rest, in the text,
is oaf3f3ariouoc. Ainsworth, a man eminently qualified to
judge of this subject, translates Exod. xvi. 23, thus : Thisis
that which JEuovV AH hath spokern: To-morrow is the sabba-
tism, the sabbath of holiness to JEHOVAH. In the same man-
ner he translates Exod.xxxi. 15 ; Lev. xxiii. 3; and xxv.4.
In commenting on Exod. xvi. 23, he says, *“ Sabbatism, rest:
that is, rest, or cessation. Butas the Hebrew shabbath is
retained by the Holy Ghost in the Greek saf33arov, so the
Hebrew shabbathon, here used, is by the apostle ¢af33a-
riopoc, in Heb. iv. 9.” The verse ought therefore to be ren-
dered, There remaineth therefore a sabbatism, or holy sab-
bath, to the peopleof God: and this day the following verse
proves to be the day on which Christrose from the dead.

The reason why I have not adduced this passage of
Scripture, together with those immediately connected with
it, in proof of the doctrine under debate, is, that a com-
ment on a paragraph so obscurely written, and demanding
so particular an explanation, must be very long; and
would probably be very tedious to many of my audience.

1. The first and great objection of Dr. Paley to the per-
petuity of the sabbath is, that the account of its original
institution is found in the following passage, Exod. xvi. 22
—30. And it came to pass, that on the sixth day they ga-
thered twice as much bread, two omers for one man ; and
all the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. And
he said unto them, This is that which the Lord hath said, To-
morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord: bake
that whichye will bake to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe ;
and that which remaineth over, lay up for you, to be kept
until the morning. And they laid it up till the morning, as
Moses bade. And Moses said, Eat that to-day, for to-day is a
sabbathunto the Lord: to-day ye shall not find it in thefield.
Six days ye shall gather it ; but on the seventh day, which is
the sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it came to pass
that there went out some of the people on the seventh day for
to gather, and they found none. And the Lord said unto
Moses; How long refuse ye to keep my statutes and my laws?
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See, for that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore
he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days: abide
ye every man in his place ; let no man go out of his place on
the seventh day. So the peoplerested on the seventh day.

The argument here is wholly derived from this phraseo-
logy: To-morrow is the rest of the holy sabbath unto the
Lord. To-day is a sabbath unto the Lord : and, The Lord
hath given youw the sabbath. In thesé expressions Dr. Paley
thinks he finds the first institution of the sabbath. In my
view, however, after examining long and often the argu-
ments of this respectable writer, they appear to lead to the
contrary conclusion. It is to be observed, that the whole

,argument depends on the first of these passages; because,
that being once introduced, the rest would, in the case sup-
posed, follow it of course; and because they refer directly
to it, and are grounded upon it.

As a preface to the answer which I intend to make to
this argument, I remark, that the words of Moses are ad-
dressed to the elders of Israel, who had complained to him
of the improper conduct of their countrymen, for gathering
twice as much bread on the sixth day, as they customarily
gathered on other days. As Moses had forbidden them to
leave of it till morning, and undoubtedly by divine inspira-
tion, the elders supposed their countrymen to have tres-
passed, in collecting this double quantity upon the sixth
day. Upon this part of the story I observe,

1. That the division of time into weeks was perfectly
known to the Israelites. 'This is proved by the phrases, the
sixth day, and the seventh day ; obviously referring to the
days of the week, and not to the days of the month. Now
I ask, whence had these people this scheme in dividing
time, unless from the history of the creation, traditionarily
conveyed down to them? This tradition, it will be observed,
could come. to them from Adam, through six persons ; Me-
thuselah, Shem, Abraham, Isaac, Joseph, and Amram.

2. Although in the fifth verse God informed Moses, that
the congregation should gather twice asmuch on the sixth
day ; it seems highly probable, if not absolutely certain, that
Moses did not inform THEM : for we find, that the elders,
who would, I think, certainly have received this information
first, weve plainly ignorant of it. The people, therefore,



32 FOURTH COMMANDMENT. [SER. cvII.

seem to have supposed the ensuing day to be the sabbath,
of their own accord ; and for this reason to have ventured
to gather a double quantity of manna, from an apprehersion
that the labour would be improper and unlawful on that
day. Some of them, indeed, went out from a spirit of re-
bellion and unbelief, and probably under the influence of
an idle curiosity, to learn whether the manna would de-
scend on that day, confrary to the prediction of Moses, or
not. But this fact affects not the argument in hand.

Let me now ask, whether the first of these declarations of
Moses, This is that which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is
the rest of the holy sabbath unto the Lord, is the language
¢f a man speaking of a thing altogether new and unheard
of ; of athing totally different from all other things hitherto
known in the world ; or the language of a man referring to
something already known, and speaking to persons, who,
although acquainted with the institution itself, had an im-
perfect knowledge of the proper day on which it was to
be holden ; and were therefore uncertain with respect to
this point? Were two of us to appoint a future day of the
month (say the second of December) for the transaction of
certain business; a third, who was present, would naturally
observe, if such were the fact, that the second of December
will be the sabbath. Or were we conversing upon the same
subject, on thefirst of December, the same person would na-
turally say, ¢ To-morrow isthe sabbath.” These, you will
observe, are the very words of Moses. Here we are un-
mindful, and through forgetfulness ignorant, that the sab-
bath is to take place on that day. Yet we are perfectly ac-
quainted with the institution generally: and that we are
acquainted with it, this phraseologyis direct proof: because
it springs from these very circumstances ; and would, in
the case stated, be used by all men.

But if the institution were wholly unknown, would not
the reply be made in terms equivalent to the following ?
“ We cannot meet on the morrow, or the second of Decem-
ber, for this business : because the legislature has by law
forbidden all the inhabitants to do business on that day ;
and has required them to assemble for the worship of God,
and to abstain from every secular pursuit.” To this answer
would naturally succeed inquiries concerning the fact ; the
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time and the end of passing the law; the motives which
led to it: the terms in which it was couched ; its requisi-
tions, and its penalties. No instance, it is presumed, can
be found, in which the conversation concerning a new sub-
ject of this nature would be such as is here recorded by
Moses ; orin which it would not be substantially suchas I
have recited. On the contrary, the conversation, in the
case which I have supposed to be that of the Israelites, is
always exactly that of Moses.

In this opinion I am established by the remarkable fact,
that the Israelites make no inquiry concerning this sup-
posed novel institution : although so eminently important,
and so plain an object of rational curiosity. The elders
themselves, notwithstanding their zeal against the supposed
transgression of the people, ask no questions, and make
no reply. If the institution were new, and now first made
known to them, this conduct is unaccountable. But if they
were acquainied with the institution, and doubtful con-
cerning the day, it was perfectly natural.

The reckoning of time, atthis as well as many preceding
and succeeding periods, it is well known, was extremely
lame and confused. The Israelites, with respect to this
subject, laboured under peculiar disadvantages. They
had been long in a state of servitude; and were of course
ignorant, distressed, and naturally inattentive to this and
other subjects of a similar nature. A reckoning would,
indeed, be kept among them, however ignorant. Butit must
almost necessarily be imperfect, doubtful, and disputed.
Different opinions concerning time would of course prevail.

Should it be said, that the causes which I have speci-
fied would make them forget the institution itself; I answer,
that other nations, as will be seen hereafter, did not forget
it; ‘but consecrated the seventh day to religious worship ;
although many, perhaps all, became ignorant of the day it-
self. 'We ourselves often forget the day of the month, and
week ; while yet we are possessed of the most exact reck-
oning of time, and a perfect calendar; and are reminded
of our time by so many books,.papers, and other means.

Dr. Paley lays much stress on the words contained in
the third declaration of Moses, which I have specified : the
Lord hath given you the sabbath. 1In the 23d verse, when

VOL. LV. D
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the elders had reported to him the supposed transgression
of their countrymen, in gathering a double portion of manna
on the sixth day of the weck, he answers, This is that which
the Lord hath said, To-morrow is the rest of the holy sab-
bath unto the Lord ; that is, God declares to you, that the
holy rest unto himselfis to be holden on the morrow. Bake
that which ye will bake to-day ; and seethe that which ye
will seethe; and that whick remaineth over, lay up for you
to be kept until the morning. The next day he renewed
the same monition ; and informed them farther, that there
would be no manna on that day, nor on the seventh day,
at any future period. 'They were, therefore, to gather it on
six days of the week only ; and on every sixth day to pro-
vide the necessary supply for the seventh.

Some of the people, however, went out to gather manna
on that very day ; but found none. Upon this, God says to
Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my commandments? See,
Jor that the Lord hath given you the sabbath, therefore he
gtveth you on the sixth day the bread of two days. The
words, the Lord hath given you the sabbath, are perfectly
explained by the original declaration of Moses on this sub-
ject, made the preceding day. To-morrow is the rest of
the holy sabbath unto the Lord. 'This is the giving of the
sabbath here referred to; and this, I flatter myself, has
been shewn to be something widely different from originally
institutin gthe sabbath.

The obvious explanation of these words here given,
equally explains a passage in Ezekiel xx. 12, and another
in Nehemiah ix. 14, quoted by Dr. Paley for the same pur-
pose. The former of these is, Moreover also I gave them
my sabbaths ; the latter, thou madest known unto them thy
holy sabbath. 1f the passage in Ezekiel refers to the sab-
bath at 211, which may be doubted, it is merely a repetition
of the words of Moses. If it refers to the various fasts
and feasts of the Jews, frequently denominated sabbaths, it
has no connexion with tlie subject. The latter of these
passages accords more naturally and obviously with the
account which has been.hexe given, than with that of Dr.
Paley. Neither of them,it is perfectly plain, furnishes the
least additional support to his opinion.

Another argument for the same purpossis derived by this
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respectable writer from the following declaration, Ex. xxxi.
16,17. It, thatis the sabbath, is a sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever. The same thing is also men-
tioned by Ezekiel in nearly the same terms. Upon this
Dr. Paley observes, ¢ Now it does not seem easy to un-
derstand how the sabbath could be a sign between God and
the people of Israel, unless the observance of it was pecu-
liar to that people, and designed to be so.”

The only question of importance here is, whether the fact,
that the sabbath is made a sign between God and Israel,
made it cease to be a memorial of the display of the divine
perfections accomplished in the creation. If not; then
the sabbath still remained at that time, and remains now,
such a memorial. But I presume, neither Dr. Paley him-
self, nor any other man, would say, that God, in making the
sabbath a sign between him and Isracl, intended to release
them from commemorating, on that day, his perfections,
thus displayed in the work of creation, and his own solemn
commemoration ofthem, when he rested at the close of this
work upon the seventh day. But if the Israelites were not
released from this commemoration by the passage in ques-
tion ; the rest of mankind could be affected by it in no man-
ner whatever.

The truth is, that the ordinance which made the sabbath
a sign to the Israelites was subsequent to the promulga-
gation of the decalogue; and cannot affect that law, even
remotely; as I shall soon demonstrate. In thesame man-
ner the sabbath was made a memorial of the deliverance of
the Tsraelites from the bondage of Egypt, and a type of
the promised rest in Canaan. These were all merely addi-
tional uses of the sabbath, to which it was happily applied,
because they perfectly harmonized with its original design.

In Denteronomy vi. 8, Moses, after reciting the deca-
logue, and the summary of it contained in the two great
commands of the moral law, says to Israel, Thou shalt bind
them for a sign upon thine hand. A sign which the Israel-
ites, by the command of God, were to bind upon their hands,
was a sign between God and them, in the same manner as
was the sabbath. Now I ask whether it would be proper
to say, that ‘“ it does not seem easy to understand how the
decalogue, and the two great commands in which it is

p 2
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summed up, could be a sign between God and the people
of Israel, unless the observance of them was peculiar to
that people, and designed to be so.”

Whatwas intended by making the sabbath a sign between
God and Isracl is declared by God himself in Ezekiel xx.
12; I gave them my sabbaths to be a sign between me and
them ; that they may know, that I am JeHOVAH, who sanc-
tify them. 1t will not be denied, that the whole human race
are equally interested with the Israelites in this knowledge.
All that was peculiar to them was this; they alone, for
many ages, had, and it was foreseen by Ged that they would
have, the knowledge in question; and would be the only
medium of communicating it to other nations. The sab-
bath, therefore, was so far peculiarly a sign to them; but
is obviously in its nature, and necessarily, a sign also, in a
general sense, of the same knowledge to every nation af-
terward acquainted with the sabbath. From this very de-
claration in Ezekiel, in which the object of rendering the
sabbath a sign to the Israelites, is pointed out, it is clear
that ‘“ the observance of it was not designed to be peculiar
to that people,” unless the knowledge of JEHOV AH was also
to be perpetually confined to them.

Dr. Paley farther observes, ¢ If the sabbath be binding
upon Christians ; it must be binding as to the day, the du-
ties, and the penalty ; in none of which it is received.”

It will be remembered, that the sabbath, and the day on
which it is kept, are separate parts of the institution ; so
separate, that the sabbath itself may be perpetual, and yet
the day be changed successively through every part of the
week. The institution of the day I have already acknow-
ledged to be no less obligatory, than that of the sabbath
itself’; unless it can be fairly shewn to have been changed
by the same authority. Whether this has, in fact, been
shewn in the preceding discourse, must be left for those
who heard it to determine.

With regard to the duties of the sabbath, I shall only ob-
serve, that this point will be examined in a future dis-
course.

As to the penalty, it will be remembered, that it is not
contained in the decalogue ; but is merely a part of the
civil law and internal police of the Jewish nation. Still; it
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may be useful to try this reasoning with other commands
of the decalogue. In the two first precepts, it is acknow-
ledged, that we, as well as the Israelites, are forbidden to
worship idols, or other gods, beside JEnovan. Now it is
well known, thatthe Israelites, who disobeyed these com-
mands, were by the law of Mosesto be put to death. It is
presumed, that Dr. Paley would not believe this penalty to
be binding upon us ; and that he would still acknowledge
the commands themselves to be no less obligatory upon us,
than upon them. It is presumed also, that he would ac-
knowledge the fifth command to be equally binding upon all
men. In Deut. xxi. 18—21, and in Prov. xxx. 17, itis re-
quired, that children, disobeying this command, shall be
put to death. 'Would Dr. Palcy acknowledge this penalty
to be binding upon us? Or would he deny our obligation
to obey the command ?

I1. It is asserted by thiswriter, that Genests ii. 1—3, does
not contain an account of the original institution of the
sabbath.

This assertion he supports by the following rcasons ;
< that the observation of the sabbath is not mentioned in
the history of the world before the call of Abraham: that
it is not mentioned in the history of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob: which he says is in many parts sufliciently circum-
stantial and domestic: that in Exodus xvi. no intimation
is given, that the sabbath, then appointed, was only the
revival of an ancient institution, which had been neglected
or forgotten: that no such neglect is imputed to the inha-
bitants of the old world, or to any part of the family of Noah:
and that there is no record of any permission to dispense
with the institution during the Egyptian bondage,or on
any other public emergency.”

With regard to the last of these reasons, I answer only,
that there is no record of any neglect of the institution, ei-
ther during the Egyptian bondage, or during any other pub-
lic emergency. During the Babylonish captivity, we have
no record of any such permission, nor of any observance of
the sabbath. Yet, as Nchemiah and his companions plainly
observed it after their return from that captivity, it is pre-
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sumed, Dr. Paley will not deny, that it was obsecrved by
the Jewish nation during that whole period.

That no negligence of the sabbath should be charged to
the antediluvians, to Noah, or to any others, in cases
where the sabbath is not even mentioned, can occasion no
surprise ; and, it is presumed, can furnish no argument re-
lative to this or any other question. It deserves however
to be remarked, as an answer to every observation which
can be made of this nature, that the first censure for any
impropriely in the observation of the sabbath, uttered con-
cerning the Israeclites in the Scriptures, is found in the pro-
phet Isaiah: about seven hundred and sixty years before
Christ, and seven hundred and thirty-one years after the
events recorded in lixodus xvi. The second is found in
Ezekiel ; written about five hundred and ninety-three years
before Christ, and eight hundred and ninety-seven years
after these events. Can it then be surprising, when we
know, from these very passages, that the Israclites merited
not a little censure for their profanations of the sabbath;
and when we yet find these to be the first censures cast
upon them in the Scriptures ; that Noah, his family, and
the antediluvians, should not be censured ?

The third of these reasons cannot, atter what has been
said in the former part of this discourse, need any answer.
I shall, therefore, direct the following observations to the
two remaining reasons ; perhaps with more propriety con-
sidered as one ; viz. the silence of the Scriptures concern-
ing the observation of the sabbath by those who lived before
the call of Abraham, and by the three first patriarchs. Con-
cerning this subject 1 observe,

In the first place, If all these persons did in fact neglect or
Jorget the institution, it would not alter the case at all. The-
institution of booths is declared, in Nehemiah viii. 17, to
have been neglected and forgotten, from the time of Joshua
the son of Nun, until after Nehemiah and his companions
returned from the captivity : a period of nine hundred and
eighty years. Neither Samuel, David, Solomon, Hezekiah,
nor Josiah, observed it: and let it be remembered, thatno
censure is cast upon them for their neglect ; nor any hint
given that they were guilty of such neglect, until the close
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of thislong period; nor even then was any other notice taken
of this subject but what is contained in this declaration of
Nehemiah. Yet Nehemiah revived this solemnity; and
has declared it to be obligatory upon that generation, and
upon those of succeeding ages, in the same manner as if it
had never been disused.

2. There is no reason to suppose, that this fact would have
been mentioned, if the sabbath had been exactly observed by
the patriarchs, and by all who preceded them. If sabbaths,
in the plural, be supposed to denote the sabbath ; then the
first mention of this subject, made after the time of Moses,
occurs in 1 Chron. xxiii. 31, in the instructions of David to
Solomon concerning building the temple, at the distance of
near five hundred years. The same word occurs thrice in
the same book : viz. in the eighth and thirty-first chapters:
in the two former of these instances, as a repetition, or al-
lusion to the words of David; and both in the history of
Solomon. The latter instance is in the history of Heze-
kiah, seven hundred and sixty five years after the period
above mentioned. The same word occurs in Isaiah; about
seven hundred and thirty years from that period. The
word sabbath is mentioned five times in the history of the
Jewish church before the captivity. The first of them is a
mere note concerning the business of the Kohathites; which
was lo prepare the shew-bread every sabbath. 'The time
when it was written, was that of David ; near five hundred
years after this period. See 1 Chron. ix. 32. The second
is the speech of the Shunamite’s husband; It is neither new
moon nor sabbath: not referring, in my opinion, to the sab-
bath at all: almost six hundred years from the above
period. The third is in 2 Kings xi. ; a part of the speech
of Jehoiada to the rulers of Judah. A third part of you
that enter in on the sabbath, shall even be keepersof the king’s
house ; and two parts of all you that go forth on the sabbath,
even they shall be keepers of the watch of the house of the
Lord. Immediately after this speech it is also subjoined,
that the rulers took every man his men that were to come in
on the sabbath with them, that should go out on the sabbath,
and they came to Jehoiada the priest. These, it will be re-
membered, constitute but a single instance of mentioning
the sabbath ; an instance occurring at the distance oi more -
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than six hundred years. Another instance occurs in the
history of Ahaz; and is the following : The covert for the
sabbath turned he from the house of the Lord, for the king
of Assyria : seven hundred and fifty-two years. The word
is also mentioned in Isaiah lvi, lviii, and Ixv, about seven
hundred and eighty years. These are all the instances in
which the word occurs, either in prophecy or history, from
the time of Moses till after the return of the captivity: a
period of one thousand years.

Of this account it is to be observed,

First, that the word sabbaths, in the plural, is mentioned
four times in the history of the Jewish church, and twice in
the prophecy of Isaiah, within a period of sevenhundred and
eighty years. 'The first, second, and third, oecurring inci-
dentally in the mention of the duty of the priest in the or-
ders of David: the second, a repetition of them by Solo-
mon : the third, in an account of their execution. These
together really constitute but one instance. The fourth oc-
curs, incidentally also, in a sentence, giving, in almost the
same words, an account of the same duty of the priests in
the time of Hezekiah. 'The fifth is a censure of the Jews
for the pollution of the ncw moons and sabbaths, uttered
by the prophet Isaiah. The three first of these instances
occur at the distance of about five hundred years, the others
between seven and eight hundred from the time of the sup-
posed institution. In but one of these, and that the last, is
there any thing like an acconnt of the manner in which the
sabbath was kept or neglected. All the rest are merely
incidental ; and teach us nothing more, than that sabbaths
were in existence, and were involved in the Jewish ritual.

Secondly ; As the sabbath appears to be regularly distin-
guished from sqebbaths; and as sabbaths are regularlyjoined
with the new moons and other holidays of the Jews, which
the sabbath never is ; it is clear to me, that the sabbath is
not alluded to in any of these instances.

Thirdly; The phrase, the sabbath, occurs in three in-
stances (calling those in the account of Jehoiada one) in
the history of the Jewish church before the captivity : all
of them however entirely incidental ; and containing no ac-
count of the sabbath as an institution; nor of the observ-
ance ofit; nor of the neglect. This is all which is said of
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it before the return from the Babylonish captivily, except
what is said by the prophet Isaiah: and there is but a sin-
gle passage in this prophet, in whieh this phrase is used
with reference to the times of the Jewish dispensation.

We are thus come to this conclusion, that there are but
five passages in which the sabbatl is mentioned in the Jewish
writings, from the time of Moses to the return of the capti-
vity : one thousand years. Two of them are found in pro-
phecy, and three of them in their history. The first of these
is mentioned about five hundred years, the second six hun-
dred, and the third seven hundred and fifty-two; and the
two remaining ones, which are found in prophecy, ncar
eight hundred ; from the time of the supposed institution.

Now let me ask, can any person wonder, that in an ac-
count so summary as the history of the three first Jewish
patriarchs, there should be no mention of the sabbath;
when also during a period of about five hundred years,
containing the histories of Joshua, of the Judges, particu-
larly Samuel, and of Saul, it is not once mentioned ? The
question certainly cannot need an answer. The only wonder
is, that so sensible a writer should have thought this an
argument.

3. God limself has, I apprehend, declared, that the sab-
bath was instituted at this time.

For, in the first place, this is the true and only rational
interpretation of the declarations in the second of Genesis.
Dr. Paley supposes, that the words of the historian ; and
God rested on the seventh day from all the work which he
had made ; and God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified
it; because that in it he had rested from all lis work which
God created and made ; declare only the reasons for which
God blessed and sanctified the sabbath, and not the time at
which this was done; and that it was mentioned at this time
only on account of its connexion with the subject, and not
because the blessing and sanctification took place at this
period. 'To this 1 answer, Moses has written this story
exactly in the manner in which he has written the whole
history of the creation, paradisiacal state, and the apos-
‘tacy: nay, almost the whole of the history contained in the
book of Genesis. There is as much reason to believe, that
the sabbath was blessed and sanctified at this time, from



42 FOURTI COMMANDMENT.  [SER. CVII.

the manner in which the story is written, as there is to be-
lieve, that our first parents were turned out of Paradise be-
fore the birth of Cain and Abel. The order of timeis, I ap-
prehend, exactly observed in the history, except where the
historian has taken up again a particular part of the history
for the purpose of detailing it, and bhas, for this end, inter-
rupted the general course of his narrative. Of the justice
of this observation the bare reading of the story will I think
convince any person, who has not a preconceived opinion
to support.

What is thus sufficiently evident from the narrative, God
appears to me to have decided in the following words of
the text: For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth,
the sea, and allthat in them is ; and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbail-day, and hallowed or
sanctified it. Here God, repeating the very words of the nar-
rative, declares, that he had already blessed and sanctified
the sabbath, at some time preceding that at which this com-
mand was promulgated. The sabbath therefore was blessed
and sanctified before this command was given. That this
was not doue at the time when Dr. Paley supposes the sab-
bath to have been instituted, nor at any period between the
first sabbath and the giving of the law, scems to me clear
from this; that there is not a single hint given of the sub-
ject, either at the time of the supposed institution, or in any
other part of the Mosaic dispensation, except that in the se-
cond of Genesis. That the blessing was then given must, I
think, be concluded, because God himself, relating thisgreat
transaction, adopts the same language ; and says, wherefore
the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it. That
the blessing of the sabbath was a past transaction is unques-
tionable. There is no hint concerning the existence of it,
but in these two instances: and in both these it is imme-
diately connected with God’s finishing the creation, and
resting on the seventh day.

4. That it was instituted at the beginning is evident from
the fact, that other nations, who could not have derived it
from Moses, regarded the seventh day as holy.

Hesiod says, “ Ef38ouov tipov nuap:” “The seventh day is

holy.”
Homer and Callimachus give it the same title.
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Theophilus of Antioch says, concerning the seventh day,
“ the day which all mankind celebrate.”

Porphyry says, «“The Pheenicians consecrated one day
in seven as holy.”

Linus says, “ A seventh day is observed among saints,
or holy people.”

Lucian says, *“ The seventh day is given to school-hoys
as a holy day.”

Eusebius says, ¢ Almost all the philosophers and poets
acknowledge the seventh day as holy.”

Clemens Alexandrinus says, “ The Greeks, as well as
the Ilebrews, obscrve the seventh day as holy.”

Josephus says, ¢“ No city of Greeks or barbarians can
be found which does not acknowledge a seventh-day’s rest
from labour.”

Philo says, “The seventh day is a festival to every
nation.”

Tibullus says, “The seventh day, which is kept holy by
the Jews, is also a festival of the Roman women.”

The several nations here referred to cannot, it is plain,
have fallen upon this practice by chance. It is certain,
they did not derive it from the Jews. It follows therefore,
that they received it by tradition from a common source:
and that source must have been Noah and his family.

1I1. To the argument from the insertion of this com-
mand in the decalogue, Dr. Paley answers, that the dis-
tinction between positive and moral precepts, or in his lan-
guage between positive and natural duties, was unknown to
the simplicity of ancient language : meaning, I suppose,
that it was unknown to the ancients, and among others, to
Moses : otherwise I cannot see how the observation is ap-
plicable to the question.

I confess myself surprised at this answer. Did not God
undcrstand this distinction, when he wrote the decalogue ?
Did he not know, that this distinction would afterward be
made and understood in all its influence? Was not the
decalogue written for all who should read the Scriptures?
Was it not so written, as to be adapted to the use of all
for whom it was written? Did not God discern, that this
distinction was founded in the nature of things; and did
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he not foresee, that, although the Israelites should not per-
ceive it during any period of their national existence, yet
it still would be perceived by innumerable others of man-
kind? Did he not provide effectually for this fact, when-
ever it should happen; and for all the difficulties and
doubts which might arise from the want of such a dis-
tinction ?

From this observation, and several others, Dr. Paley ap-
pears to consider the decalogue as written by Moses, in the
same manner as the other parts of the Pentateuch ; and as
having no more authority, than the civil and ceremonial
law of the Israclites; unless where this authority is dis-
cernible in the nature of the commands themselves. As
this opinion appears not only erroneous, but dangerous, I
shall oppose it with the following reasons.

First; The law of the Israclites, both civil and ceremo-
nial, is distinguished from the decalogue, in this great par-
ticular: that was written by Moses in a book: fhis was
first spoken by the voice of God, and then twice written by
his finger on tables of stone, amid all the awful splen-
dours of Mount Sinai.

Secondly ; Moses, after reciting the decalogue in Deu-
teronomy v. immediately subjoins these words; e Lord
spake unto all your assembly in the Mount, out of the midst
of the fire, of the cloud, and the thick darkness, with a great
voice: and he added no more. And he wrote them on two
tables of stone, and delivered them unto me. And it came to
pass, when ye heard thevoice out of the midst of the darkness
(for the mountain did burn with fire), that ye came near
unto me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your elders:
and ye said, Behold the Lord our God hath shewed us hus
glory, and his greatness, and we have heard his voice out of
the midst of the fire. We have seen this day that God doth
talk with man ; and he liveth. Now therefore why should
we die? For this great fire will consume us. If we hear the
voice of the Lord our God any more, we shall die.- For who
is there of all flesh, that hath theard the voice of the living
God speaking out of the midst of the jive, and hath lived ?

To this petition God consented ; and promised. to deliver
* his remaining precepts to Moses, and through him to Is
rael. Why was this distinction made? Why was the de-
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calogue spoken by the voice, and written by the finger, of
God? And why, in the emphatical language of Moses,
did he add no more ? 'The only reason which can be alleged
is the transecendent dignity and importance of these com-
mands. The view which Moses himself had of the total
distinction between the decalogue, and the rest of the law
written by him, is evident from this fact, that he commanded
the Israelites to write them plainly, after they had passed
over Jordan, upon great stones, plastered with plaster, and
set up by the congregation near the altar which they were
directed to build.* Why were they thus distinguished here ?

Thirdly ; Christ has distinguished themin a similar man-
ner. When the young ruler came to Christ, and asked
what good thing he should do, that he might have eternal
life; Christ said to him, Thou knowest the commandments.
The young man asked whick. Christ in reply repeated five
of the commands in the second table, and the summary
which contains them all. This shews beyond a doubt, that
the commandmenis was a name appropriated to the deca-
logue; and denoted the same superiority to all other com-
mands, as the name, the Bible, or the Book, denotes with
respect to all other books.

Again ; Christ, in answer to the scribe who asked him
which is the first and great commandment, vecites the two
great eommands which Moses had made the sum of the
decalogue; and adds, On these two commands hang all the
law and the prophets. In other words, On these {wo com-
mands is suspended the whole volume of the Old Testament.
‘What can be a stronger testimony of the superiority of the
decalogue to every other part of that volume?

Fourthly ; St. Paul, Rom. xiii. 9, says, For this, thou shalt
not commit adultery, thow shalt not kill, thou shalt not
steal, thou shalt not bear JSalse witness, thou shalt not covet,
and if there be any other commandment, it is briefly com-
prehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy
neighbour as thyself. Here the apostle, after reciting five
of the commands contained in the second table of the de-
calogue, adds, If there be any other commandment. Is not
this direct proof, that he regarded the decalogue as con-
taining all those, which were by way of eminence the com-

* See Kennicotts dissertations,
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mandments of God, and as separated by a broad line of dis-
tinction from every other precept ?

Fifthly ; Itis well known that the Jews always consi-
dered the decalogue as entirely separated from every other
part of the Old Testament. The prophets who succeeded
Moses, did nothing as moral teachers but explain and en-
force it. Christ declared that sooner shall heaven and earth
pass away, than one jot or one tittle of this law shall pass,
until all be fulfilled. The apostles have enforced no other
precepts, as obligatory upon Christians. The Jews have at
this day these commands written out in large letters, and
hung up in their synagogues as solemn monitors to all
who enter them of their duty. In a manner correspondent
with this have they ever been regarded by Christians. They
are at this day proverbially known by the name of the fen
commandments, and the moral law.

St. Paul, in a passage which ought not to be omitted on
this occasion, Eph. vi. 1—3, reciting the fifth command,
says, This is the first commandment with promise. But God
had given to Noah, to Abraham, to Jacob, to Moses, and to
the Israclites, many commands, and annexed to them many
promises, before the law was delivered from Mount Sinai.
In what sensc then was the fitth command the first to
whicl « promise was annexed ? Plainly in this sense only;
that it is the first in the decalogue which has this mark of
distinction. Inthe eye of St. Paul, therefore, the decalogue
contained all those which he thought proper to call the com-
mandments ; and was, in his view of a character, totally dis-
tinct, and totally superior to every other part of the Old
Testament.

As the apostle recites this command to the Ephesians,
who were Geutiles, as obligatory on them no less than on the:
Jews; itis clear, that the whole decalogue, unless some part
of it has been plainly disannulled, is entirely obligatory on
Christians. Had there been any distinction in this respect
between the different precepts of this law, St. Paul must,
it would seem, have made it on this occasion. He would, at
least, have made it somewhere; and not have left so im-
portant a subject without a single note of illustration.

IV. Dr. Paley says, that St. Paul evidently appears o con-
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sider the sabbath as a part of the Jewish ritual, and not
binding upon Christians as such: let no man therefore
Judge you in meat or in drink or in respect of a holy day,
or of the new moon, or of the sabbath-days; which are a
shadow of things to eome, but the body is of Christ. Col. ii.
16, 17.

To this observation I answer, first, that this passage re-
fers not in any sense to the sabbath; but merely to the
ordinary holy days of the Jews. The burden of proving
the contrary lies upon the disciples of Dr. Paley.

Secondly ; If this be denied, I assert, that it refers to the
seventh day only, and not at all to the Christian sabbath.
Until the contrary is proved, I shall consider this answer
as sufficient : especially, as the Christian sabbath is not in
the Scriptures, and was not by the primitive church, called
the sabbath ; but the first day of the week, and the Lord’s
day.

V. The same writer says, that the observation of the sab-
bath was not one of the articles enjoined by the apostles in
Acts xv. upon the Christian Gentiles.

I answer ; neither was abstinence from theft, murder,
lying, coveting, profuneness, or idolatry.

VI. Dr. Paley asserts, that {he observation of the sabbatk
is not expressly enjoined in the New Testament. .

To this I answer first, that the textis in my own view an
explicit injunction of this duty. But as this opinion has
been contested ; as the paragraph in whieh it is contained
is confessedly ohscure ; as it would require one whole dis-
course of this nature to consider it sufficiently ; and as the
text was written many years after the Christian sabbath
was effectually established ; 1 observe,

Secondly, that the Christian sabbath was originally intro-
duced into the church much more successfully and hap-
pily, than it could have been done by an express injunc-
tion.

In order to judge of this subject, it is necessary to bring
up to our view the situation of those to whom the gospel
was first preached. These were all Jews; intensely bi-
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goted to every part of their religion, and particularly to.
their sabbath. The day had been appointed by God him-
self; and was acknowledged to be divinely appointed by
Christ and his apostles. The experiment of interfering with
the feelings of the Jews concerning the sabbath, even in
the most lawful manner, had been sufficiently tried by
Christ to discourage the apostles from every unneccssary
attempt of this rature. Aecordingly the apostles pursued
a peaceful and unobjectionable method. They celebrated
at times, and probably always, the Jewish sabbath, when
they werc among Jews. The Jews at the same time, with-
out any objection, yielded to their example and authority
in celebrating the Christian worship on the day of Christ’s
resurrection. They were circumcised, but they were also
willingly baptized. They cclebrated the passover; but will-
ingly added to it the Lord’s supper. They prayed in the
temple ; but they willingly united also in the prayers and
praises of Christian assemblies, holden in private houses,
or in the fields. While the Jewish service was neither at-
tacked nor neglected, they made not the least ohjeetion to
that of the Christian church. In this manner all these or-
dinances grew into use, veneration, and habit; and in the
end gained such a posscssion of the mind, and such a
strength of authority, as could neither be overthrown nor
weakened.

When the apostles came to declare in form, that the Jew-
ish worship was to cease; the minds of the church were so
well prepared to receive this declaration, that it was ear-
ried into a gencral execution. Difficulties and divisions
arose indeed about this subject in several churches; par-
ticularly about circumcision; and produced a course of
serious contention. 'What would have been the case, had
this part of the system been begun at an earlier period?

About the Christian sabbath no dispute appears to have
existed during the three first centuries. All the churches
appear to have adopted it, and to have neglected the Jew-
ish sabbath, without any difficulty. Was not this method
of introducing so important a change dictated by true wis-
dom; and a better method than any other?

The example of the apostles is an example to all Chris-
tians. Were we then to give up the point contested in the
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objection; we have still such a law in this example ; and
so efficacious, that probably no doctrine has been more ge-
nerally received, than that of the Christian sabbath, and no
duty more generally performed than the observation of it,
down to the present time.

The absolute necessity of establishing the doctrines and
duties of Christianity among the Jews, in the infancy of
the church, has been shewn in a former discourse. I shall
only add, that it seems impossible to have introduced
among that people the Christian sabbath in any other man-
ner than that which was adopted by the apostles, unless
their whole character had been miraculously changed.

SERMON CVIIIL.

FOURTH COMMANDMENT,.

THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SABBATH IS TO BE
OBSERYVED.

If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day, and call the sabbath a delight,
the holy of the Lord, honourable ; and shalt honour him
not doing thine own ways nor finding thine own plea-
sure, nor speaking thine own words; then shalt thou de-
light thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the
heritage of Jacob, thy father : for the mouth of the Lord
kath spoken it.—IsA. LviI 13, 14.

1IN the first of the discourses which I have delivered con-

cerning the fourth command, I proposed,

L. To consider the perpetual establishment of the sabbath ;
and,

II. The manner in which it is to be observed.

The former of these doctrines, together with the objec-
tions against it, has been made the subject of the three
preceding sermons. The latter shall be the theme of the
present discourse. d

VOL. 1V. E
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The text is the most nffnute, and perfect summary of the
duties incumbent on mankind with respect to this holy day
which is contained in the Scriptures. It is a prediction to
the Jews, announcing, that if they will perform these duties,
God will greatly prosper them with spiritual and temporal
blessings, in the land of their fathers. In my own opinion
it especially respects a period yet to come. In examining
this subject, I shall endeavour,

1. To point out the nature and extent of these duties ; and,

I1. To shew, that they are binding upon us.

L. I shall endeavour to point out the nature and extent
of these duties.

In examining this subject I shall adopt the scheme of
the text; and mention,

1. The things from which we are to abstain ; and,

2. Thethings which we are to perform.

(1.) We are bound to abstain from sin in thought, con-
versation, and conduct.

All who read the gospel know, or may know perfectly,
that sin may be as easily and as extensively committed in
thought, asin word or action ; and that the real seat of sin
is in the heart. With the reformation of our hearts then
we are always to begin our duty. “We may as easily and
grossly profanc the sabbath, so far as ourselves only are
concerned, by thoughts which arc unsuited to its nature, as
we can by any actions whatever. If our minds are intent
on our business or our pleasures; if our affections wander
after them ; if we arc cold or lukewarm with respect to
our religious duties; if we are negligent of a serious and
cordial attention to them; if we regard with impatience the
interruption, occasioned to our secular concerns; if we
wish the institution had not been appointed, or the time, in
which it is to be kept lessened; then plainly we do not es-
teem the sabbath a delight, nor abstain from finding our own
pleasure.’ So long as this is the state of our thoughts; all
our outward conformity to this precept (for such is really
the nature of the text) will be merely hypocritical. Every
oblation from such a mind will be vain; and all its incense
an abomination. The sabbaths, and the calling of assem-
blies among persons who act in this manner, will be such
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as God cannot away with ; and their solemn meeting will
be iniguity.

The heart gives birth to all the movements of the tongue.
‘We profane the sabbath, whenever we employ the time in
worldly conversation. Such conversation is, in the text,
denoted by the phrase, speaking thine own words: thine
own being supplied by the translators. I think this sup-
plement rational, since in the two preceding clauses we
find doing THINE OWN ways, and findiny thine own pleasure.
Bishop Lowth, {from similar phraseology in the ninth verse,
supposes it should be vairn words. The meaning however
will differ immaterially.

Such conversation is like our thoughts, directed indif-
ferently to subjects of business and of pleasure; and in
both cases the sabbath is subverted, and so faras this con-
versation extends, is changed from a holy into a secular
day. Godis robbed of his rights, and of his service: and
we are prevented from attaining, and from a disposition to
attain, the holiness which is indispensable to salvation.

"There is no way in which the sabbath is more easily,
more insensibly, more frequently, and morc fatally, viola-
ted than this. Temptations to it are always athand. The
transgression always seems a small one; usually a du-
bious one at the worst; and often, no transgression at all.
Multitudes of persons, of sober and well-meaning dispo-
sitions, nay, multitudes, as there is but too much reason to
fear, of professing Christians, beginning with religious sub-
Jjects, slide imperceptibly towards those which are consi-
dered as moral in such a degree as scarcely to differ from
religious ones; thence to secular themes bordering upon
these; and thence to mere matters of business or amuse-
ment. Such persons, before they are aware, find themselves
occupied in conversing about the affairs of the neighbour-
hood; the strangers who are at church; the new dresses;
fashions ; business ; diversions, news, and politics. To'these
they are led by mere worldly conversation concerning the
prayers, the psalmody, or the sermon: as having been
well or ill devised, written, spoken, or performed ; by a
history merely secular, of the sickness and deaths in the
neighbourhood, or elsewhere, or of the dangerous or fatal
accidents which have lately happened ; the state of the

E9
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weather ; the season ; the crops; the prospects ; theaffairs
of the family; and by innnmerable other things of a similar
nature. The next step is, ordinarily, an habiiual employ-
ment of this holy day in open, cool, and self-satisfied, con-
versation about business; schemes of worldly pursuits;
bargains ; gains, and losses. It is not to be understood,
that Christians go all these lengths. It is my real belief,
however, that they go much farther than they can justity ;
and fail in this manner oftheir duty ; their improvement in
the Christian life ; their proper exemplariness of charac-
ter; the cvidence of their piety, which would spring from
these sources ; the hope which it would inspire ; the peace
which would accompany them; and the joy in which they
would delightfully terminate. Many sober men, however,
who but for this very conduct might probably become
Christians, go all these lengths ; and thus lose insensibly
their tenderness of conscience; their soberness of mind;
and their desire as well as their hope of eternal life. Men
less well-principled start originally at ¢he end ofthis c areer;
and thus annihilate the sabbath at once: bidding, without
anxiety, a final adieu to the sabbath itself, and to its rich,
exalted, and immortal blessings.

The profanation of the sabbath by actions is seen and
acknowledged by all decent men, who acknowledge it asa
day, consecrated by God to himself. Actions are so open
to the view of mankind ; are so definite a proof of the dis-
position; and, when violations of a known rule of duty,
constitute so gross a proof of impiety; that all doubts con-
cerning the true construction to be given of them vanish
whenever they appear. The common and favourite modes
of profaning the sabbath, in this way, are spending our
time in dress ; in ministering to a luxurious appetite; in
walking or riding for amusement; in writing letters of
friendship ; in visiting ; and in reading books which are not
of a religious, but merely of a decent character, and ulti-
mately those which are formed to be the means of amuse-
ment and sport. The end of this progress, generally es-
teemed more gross, though perhaps in many instances not
more, and in others less sinful, is the devotion of this sa-
cred day to downright business. Persons who go this
length, occupy the time in writing letters of business ; post-
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ing their accounts; visiting post-offices ; making bargains:
transmitting money to their correspondents; going or
sending to markets ; making journeys, at first with and af-
terward without pretences  of necessity; and ultimately,
labouring openly in the ordinary employments of life. This
is what is called in the text doing our own ways. A man’s
way, in scriptural language, is the customary course of his
life.

All these things, whether existing in thought, word, or ac-
tion, are called our own, in contradistinction to those which
are God’s: that is, to those which are required of us by
God: and every one of them is prohibited in the text.

(2.) We are required to abstain from idleness.

Although the sabbath is never to be spent in secular bu-
siness or amusement, it is still to be invariably a day of
industrious exertion. There are some persons who feel too
much regard to the dictates of their consciences, to public
opinion, to the commands of God, or to all of them, to con-
sume the sabbath in business or amusement. Still having
no relish for the duties of the day, they spend it in idleness :
satisfied with abstaining from those which they esteem the
grosser and more direct violations of this divine institution.
Accordingly they lounge about their houses, gardens, or
farms; and waste the season of salvation in sloth, sleep, or
such a course of existence as resembles that of the oyster ;
a state bordering upon the line, which separates animated
beings from those which are inanimate. This course of
conductis an annihilation of the sabbath; the death of the
day; and a frustration of all the designs and blessings of
God connected with this heavenly institution. The sab-
bath was intended to be the means of honouring God, and
of saving the souls of men. But idleness is always disho-
nourable to God, and hostile to the salvation of the soul.
Both of these great objects are accomplished by him only
who is not slothful in business, but fervent in spirit, serving
the Lord.

(3.) We are bound to abstain, with peculiar caution, from
ackrowledged sins upon this holy day.

The abstinence which I have hitherto specified, regards
business and amusement, ordinarily lawful on other days.
From that conduct and those thoughts which are universally
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sinful, we are bound to abstain, with peculiar care, upon the
sabbath ; because then they are peculiarly heinous. The
sacred nature of this day, and the solemn consecration of it
by God to himself, together with all the advantages which
we enjoy for religious instruction, and for all the duties of
picty, furnish such a body of motives to our abstinence
from sin, as cannot be resisted without peculiar guilt.
Every sin committed upon this day, is aggravated by the fact
that we have resisted these motives. At the same time, we
are, by its very nature, so withdrawn from the world, so
secured against temptation, and so much at leisure for so-
lemn meditation, and for the establishment of firm resolu-
tions of obedience in our minds, that, if we sin upon this
day, we sin with fewer inducements to the iniquity, than
upon other occasions. He who indulges his wickedness on
the sabbath, will be in danger of rioting in it on the other
days of the week.

It hardly needs to be remarked, that sinful ways are pe-
culiarly our own, and eminently opposed to those which are
required by God.

In all the above-recited particulars, those who are guilty
of them openly violate the law of God; squander the ac-
cepted time; waste and abuse the means of grace; and
Iessen, sabbath by sabbath, their hopes of eternal life.

The dulies which we are to perform, are generally all the
various offices of religion. Good men, in ancient times, en-
tered on the sabbath-day into the house of the Lord with
praise and prayer. The law, the Psalms, and the prophets,
were read in the synagogues every sabbath-day. They feared
God in the assembly of his saints: they praised him for his
mighty acts ; uitered abundantly the memory of his great
goodness; and sung of his righteousness. They went on
from strength to strength ; every one of them in Zion ap-
pearing before God. They esteemed a day in his courts as
better than a thousand. Their souls longed, yea, even fainted,
for the courts of the Lord ; their heart and their flesh cried
out for the living God. Accordingly, the Lord God was to
them a sun, and a shield. He gave them grace and glory ;
and withheld from them no good thing. In the same man- .
ner the carly Christians esteemed the sabbath a delight, and
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the holy of the Lord honourable. 1In the times of the apo-
stles, they continued in fellowship, in prayer, and in break-
ing of bread. 'They sung psalms, and hymns, and spiritual
songs. 'They prophesied; taught the doctrines of the
Scriptures ; uitered and interpreted revelation; and col-
lected alms for such saints as were in peculiar circum-
stances of distress. All these examples abundantly shew
us, that good men, during the ages of inspiration, steadily
accorded, and thought it their duty to accord, with the re-
quisitions contained in the text. What was their duty is
ours. All these solemn services, thercfore, and others con-
nected with them, it is incumbent on us to perform in spirit
and in truth. We are to join ourselves to the Lord, to serve
him, according to the prediction of Isaiah concerning us
and the other Gentiles ; to love the name of the Lord ; to
keep the sabbath from polluting it ; and to take hold of his
covenant. Particularly,

(1.) We are to perform all the duties of public worship.

The sabbath, as has been observed, was originally ap-
pointed for the commemoration of the divine glory mani-
fested in creating the world ; and for the attainment and
improvement of holiness in man. The manner in which we
should commemorate the glory of God in the work of crea-
tion on this day, is sufficiently taught us by the manner in
which the first sabbath was celebrated. Then, we are in-
formed, the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of
God shouted for joy. Inthe same manner was the work of
the new creation, and the divine glory displayed in it, ce-
lebrated by the same illustrious beings, according to the
prophetical account given in the sixty-eighth psalm, of
this wonderful event : an account expressly applied to it
by the apostle Paul in the third chapter of the Epistle to
the Ephesians. The chariots of God are twenty thousand;
even thousands of angels. The Lord is among them, as in
Sinai ; as in the holy place. The very hymn which they
sung seems to be transmitted to usin the following words ;
Thou hast ascended on high ; thou hast led captivity captive:
thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for the rebellious
also ; that the Lord God might dwell among them.

The manner in which holiness and salvation are to be
obtained, is everywhere taught in the gospel. The truth of
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God, in the hands of the divine Spirit, is the great instru-
ment, by which we are made free from the bondage of cor-
ruption. Faith, we know, cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God. This word is therefore to be faith-
fully explained and enforced by the preacher; and faith-
fully received by those who hear him. The prayers and
the praises of every religious assembly, are to spring from
the heart ; and are to ascend up before the throne of infi-
nite mercy, with dependance, with confidence, with love,
with reverence, with gratitude, with hope, and with joy.
Our prayers and our praises are also to be presented in
the name of Christ, as the great and glorious propitiation
Jor the sins of men, and the true and living way of access to
God. They are to be presented with faith in his name; that
Jaith which occupies the whole heart, and alone interests
us in the blessings of redemption.

Christians, at the same time, are to unite in the admi-
nistration and celebration of the evangelical ordinances ;
baptism and the Lord’s supper : and are thus, in a peculiar
and most affecting manner, to commemorate the glory of
Christ manifested in the wonderful work of the new crea-
tion.

All these things are to be done decently, and in order. At
the samc time, they are to he performed with plainness,
simplicity, and no unnecessary rites. The Jewish worship
was intended, by its ceremonious magnificence, to strike the
imagination, during the early and ignorant periods of so-
ciety. To this end it was perfectly fitted. All its services
were calculated to affect the senses in the deepest manner,
and to find, through them, access to the heart. The gospel,
on the contrary, is addressed directly to the understanding;
and makes its way to the heart by means of the power of
conscience. Unnecessary rites are here both useless and
noxious : since they allure the thoughts away from the doc-
trines and precepts which are inculcated to the ceremo-
nies by which they are surrounded. In this manner, the
spiritual worship of the gospelis ever in danger of be-
coming a mere bodily exercise, unprofitable in itself, and
destructive of piety. The ceremonies of the Romish
church exterminated its devotion ; and became, exten-
sively, the cause, as well as the effect, of that corruption,
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which by men of real religion has been justly regarded as
a prodigy.

(2.) On this holy day, also, we are bound_to perform the
various private duties of religion.

The worship of the family, and that of the closet, are the
duty of all families, and of all individuals, every day they
live. Equally is it the duty of all men to spend a part of
every day in self-examination ; in religious meditation ;
and in contemplation on the perfections and works of God,
on the character of Christ and the wonders of redemption.
The Scriptures especially, and other religious books gene-

‘rally, arc to be read, pondered, and cordially received.
The amendment of the soul, and victory over sin and temp-
tation, are to be planned, resolved on, and achieved. We
are to humble ourselves before God ; to devote ourselves
anew to his service; to cherish the duties of religion; and
universally to cultivate the Christian character.

At the same time, children and servants are to be care-
fully instrueted in the great and plain doctrines and duties of
religion ; to be restrained, in the same manner as ourselves,
from all worldly pursuits ; and to be presented by us with
such persuasive examples of piety, as may engage them to
reverence and embrace the gospel.

Universally, our time, our thoughts, our conversation,
and our actions, are all to be devoted to God. This in-
deed is in a sense true of every day. But on otherdaysit
is our duty to labour in our worldly business ; and, while
our thoughts are engaged by pursuits of this nature, it is
impossible that they should be also engaged by religious
objects with sufficient intenseness and constaney to fulfil
all the demands, either of our interest, or of our duty. On
the sabbath, we are withdrawn from all worldly pursuits. A
solemn pause is made in the business of life. A happy
season of leisure is furnished to us for obtaining our salva-
tion. Then, no worldly business is to intrude; no worldly
pleasure to solicit; no worldly thought to interfere. The
holy nature of the day, and the peculiarly solemn nature of
its services, conspire, with eminent felicity, to render all the
duties which have been specified, easy, undisturbed, solemn,
impressive, and profitable, This then is to”be carefully
seized, and anxiously husbanded, as a golden opportunity
for performing them ail.
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(8.) The sabbath is to be employed, so far as circumstances
demand, in performing works of necessity and mercy.

Our authority for this assertion is complete in the decla-
ration of God ; I will have mercy, and not sacrifice. 1Inthe
illustrations of this precept by our Saviour, and in his ex-
ample, it is equally complete. 'What these works are, be-
yond the direct import of this example, we are to judge as
carefully and conscientiously as we can. Generally, it is
to be observed, that as little.of our time, as the nature of
the case demands, is to be employed in these works; and
the remainder to be devoted to those duties of religion,
which were the original objects of the sabbath. 'Wherever
the time required is so great, as to be disproportioned to
the value of the necessity in question ; it is to be given up.
That necessary work, which requires but a moment, may
be lawful; when it would become unlawful, if it required
an hour. All works, both of necessity and mercy, are to
be regarded as duties, which we are bound to perform; and
never as indulgences, which we are permitted to take.

The time at which the peculiar duties of the sabbath are
to cominence, is, in my opinion, the time, when darkness com-
mences on the evening of Saturday. For this opinion the
following reasons may be alleged.

First; The naiural day commenced with darkness. After
God had created the chaos, darkness rested upon it for a
certain period. This darkness, and the light which suc-
ceeded it, are declared to have constituted the first day, In
the same manner are reckoned the five succeeding days of
the creation.

Secondly; The sabbath, at its original institution, was a
natural day. 'This is clear, because we are told, that God
resied the seventh day : and from the manner in which the
six preceding days were reckoned, we~have the fullest
proof, that he who by his own choice reckoned them in this
manner, reckoned the seventh day inthe same manner.

Thirdly ; When the sabbath was renewedly enjoined upon
the Israelites, it was required to be kept as a natural day.
This we know, because no alteration of the original institu-
tion is specified in the fourth command; and because, in
Lev. xxiii. 32, God says to that people concerning the great
day of atonement, From even unto even shall ye celebrate
Your sabbath.
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Fourthly; The Jewish sabbath commenced with the dark-
ness ; or with the time which we denote by the word candle
lighting. ‘This is evident from Nehem. xiii. 19; And i
came to pass that when the gates of Jerusalem began to be
dark before the sabbath, &c. Tt is here evident, that the
sabbath, had not commenced on Friday evening, when the
gates of Jerusalem began tohe dark ; or, in our customary
language, when the dusk of the evening commenced in that
city.. The sabbath also, as a natural day, began originally
at the same time: the first day of the creation having com-
menced with absolute darkness. The time of darkness to
us, is the time when we can no longer see, so as to transact
business by the light of the sun.

Fifthly ; The Christian sabbath is the first day of the
week ; and a natural day ; because there is no hint given us,
in the New Testament, of any alteration made, or to be made,
in this respect. Dr. Macknight informs us, that the ancient
Christians began their sabbath on the evening of Saturday.
Some Christians have supposed, that the time when our
Lord arose from the dead, is that at which the present sab-
bath ought to be begun. 'This is evidently an error; because
that time is not declared in the New Testament, and there-
Jore cannot be known by us. Accordingly, these Christians
begin the sabbath at midnight : a time of human appoint-
ment merely. This seems to me unwarrantable.

IL. I shall now attempt to shew, that the duties of the
sabbath are all binding upon us.

On this subject I observe,

1. That the example of God in resting from his work of
creation, and of Christ in resting from the work of redemp-
tion, is authoritatively binding upon us ; dnd requires us o
rest from our own lawful labours in a similar manner.

2. The fourth command, which has, I trust, been shewn
to be equally obligatory on all men, requires the same rest
Jrom us, which it required from the Israelites.

3. The original institution, the examples of God, the Fa-
ther, and the Son, and the injunctions of the fourth com-
mand, require, in substance, all these duties. 'The duties
which they expressly require, cannot be performed to any
valuable purpose, unless all the duties specified in this
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discourse are also performed. The true meaning and real
cxtent of these examples and injunctions, as they respected
the Jews, are explained in the comments of the prophets,
particularly of the prophet Isaiah, concerning this subject.
The text is the most copious and definite exhibition of this
nature contained in the Scriptures. 1In chapter lvi. of the
same prophet, is found, also, a comprehensive account of
the same duties : and we have several other, less particular
and less impressive, explanations, in other passages of the
Scriptures. 'These injunctions and examples, then, de-
manded, in the view of the Spirit of inspiration, all these
duties of the Israclites. Of course, this was the true tenor
of these examples and injunctions. But, if I mistake not,
I have proved both to be no less obligatory on Christians,
than on the Israelites. The same examples and injunctions
have therefore the samne tenor with respect to us, and bind
us to exactly the same duties.

4. The New Testament has no where dispensed with any
part of these duties.

It has been often thought, that Christ has released his fol-
lowers from some part of the duties of the sabbath, and in
some degree from that strictness in observing it, which were
originally required of the Jews. Observations to this
amount I have not unfrequently seen and heard ; but, ex-
clusively of the things observed by Dr. Paley, and men-
tioned in the last discourse, I have never been informed of
the particulars from which Christians are thus supposed to
have been released ; nor do I know in what passages of the
New Testament they are supposed to be contained. Dr.
Paley believes, that the sabbath was never at all obligatory
on Christians. According to his scheme, therefore, it was im-
possible for Christ to release them from these duties ; be-
cause they were never incumbent on them. Where those
who make this supposition find their warrant for it in the
discourses of Christ, or of his apostles, I confess myself
unable to determine. The observations which our Sa-
viour makes as an exposition of several parts of the de-
calogue in his sermon on the mount, he prefaces with these
remarkable declarations: Think not, that I am come to de-
stroy the law, or the prophets: Iammnot come to destroy, but
to fulfil : for verily, I say unto you, Till heaven and earth
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pass ; one jot, or one tittle, shall in nowise pass from the law,
till all be fulfilled. After these declarations it is impos-
sible, that Christ should be rationally believed to have al-
tered at all the duties of the sabbath, much less to have
annihilated it, unless he has done it somewhere in plain
unequivocal language. Butno suchlanguage, on this sub-
ject, can be found in the New Testament. Until something
of this nature shall be definitely pointed out; the duties of
the sabbath must be acknowledged to have been left by
Christ and his apostles exactly as they found them: and
all declarations to the contrary must be regarded as merely
gratuitous and presumptive.

5. As the religious privileges of Christians are declared
to be superior lo those of the Jews, they cannot be supposed
to be lessened with respect to the sabbath, unless this fact is
directly asserted.

If the daties of Christians on the sabbath are lessened,
either in number or degree ; then their religious privileges
are rendered just so far inferior to those of the Jews. The
duties of the sabbath are all privileges of a high and glori-
ous nature ; and cannot fail to be accounted such by every
good man. I speak not here of the regulations of the civil
laws of the Jews: these have nothing to do with the sub-
ject of the present discussion. I speak of the sabbath as
instituted on the seventh day; as instituted immediately
after the creation was finished ; as enjoined anew in the
fourth command of the decalogue ; and as explained and
enforced b ythe prophets ; particularly Isaiah. It wasa
high religious privilege to a Jew to have one whole day in
seven divinely consecrated to the duties of religion ; to be
required to esteem the sabbath a delight, and the holy of the
Lord honourable ; and to turn away his foot from finding
his own pleasure on that sacred day. It was a combination
of glorious privileges to a Jew to keep the sabbath from pol-
luting it ; to join himself on that day to the Lord ; to be his
servant ; to take hold of his covenant ; to be brought to the
holy mountain of God; to be made joyful in his house of
prayer ; todelight himselfin the Lord ; and to find his va-
rious solemn services accepted by his Creator. But if these
duties, or any of them, be lessened in number or degree ;
just so far are the privileges of a Christian inferiorto those
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of 4 Jew.. Which of these privileges would a Christian be
willing to give up? Which of them does the gospel require
him to relinquish?

I shall conclude this discourse with a summary enume-
ration of several motives, which strongly solicit our exact
observance of the sabbath.

1. Suck an observance of the sabbath is required by the
command of God.

2. It is enforced by the divine example.

God rested on the seventh day ; the day after the crea-
tion was ended. Christrested on the first day; the day after
the new creation was finished. This twofold example of
JEnovan is of infinite authority ; and enjoins, in the most
expressive language, the faithful imitation of all mankind.

8. The nature of the duties enjoined upon the sabbath,
demands of us such an observance.

The duties of the sabbath are all of a religious and holy
nature. Such duties can never be successfully or profit-
ably performed, when mingled with secular business or
amusements. These will both distract the attention of the
mind,and withdraw it from that clear, strong, aflecting sense
of spiritual and divine objects, in which the peculiar bene-
fit of the sabbath is found. ‘The soul, in this case, will be
divided between God and Mammon, between the love of
the world and the love of God. The consequence cannot
hut be foreseen. The world will predominate ; God will
be forgotten ; and dishonoured, if not forgotten: the soul
will cease from a heavenly character; debase its pure and
exalted affections; lose those refined and noble views of
celestial objects, which are fitted both to inspire and to
cherish devotion; cease to stretchits wings towards heaven;
and fall down to earth loaded with a burden of gross cares,
and dragged to the ground by an encumbering mass of sen-
sual gratifications.

At the same time, it is far easier to observe the sabbath
wholly, than to observe it in part. He who intends to di-
vide it between earthly and spiritual pursuits, will never
know where to draw the line of division. Perpetually will
he find himself wandering, now towards religion, and now
towards the world; while his conscience will be uncea-
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singly embarrassed by fears, that he has neglected his duty,
and by doubts concerning what it is. There is no such
thing as a half-way performance of our duty. If sucha
performance had in fact been required or allowed, we
should have been distressed by unceasing perplexity.
Happy is it for us, that an ordinance of this nature cannot
be found in the Scriptures.

4. The blessing of the sabbath is promised to such an ob-
servance. 'The text isan illustrious proof of this. If thou
do all the things, says God, required in the first verse ; then
shalt thou delight thyself in JEnovan ; and I will cause
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth. Not, if thou
‘do apart of these things. There is no promise to a divided
service : there is no blessing connected with it. He there-
fore who wishes for the blessing of God upon his religious
labours, must look for it only in the strict and faithful ob-
servance of the duties which he has required.

5. It is demanded by our own highest interest.

The sabbath is eminently the day of salvation. On Zion
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore. On
that holy day, and in the holy place, this incomprehensible
blessing is still to be found. Where that dayis notobserved,
and that place is not frequented, this blessing cecases to de-
scend. If we love ourselves then; if we love our fami-
lies ; if we love our country ; if we love mankind ; we shall
exert ourselves, to the utmost, to uphold the sabbath in its |
purity, in our hearts, in our conversation, and in our con-
duct. We shall keep the sabbath from polluting it ; shall
observe it with the most faithful exactness; and by precept
and example solemnly recommend it to the exact observ-
ance of others. ‘
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SERMON CIX.

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT.

REFLECTIONS ON THE SABBATH.

Wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day. EXoD. XX. 11.

IN the four preceding discourses, I have considered the per-
petual establishment of the sabbath, and the manner in which
it is to be observed ; and have endeavoured to answer such
objections as occurred to me against the doctrines which
I have felt myself bound to maintain concerning these sub-
jects. I shall now close my observations on the sabbath,
with some of those reflections which this very solemn and
interesting subject naturally suggests to a serious mind.

The first consideration which strikes such a mind, when
contemplating the sabbath, is the pre-eminent wisdom of this
divine institution.

Wisdom, as applied to conduct, denotes the choice of
desirable ends, and the selection of happy means for their
accomplishment. The ends aimed at in the institution of
the sabbath are numerous, and all of them eminently desir-
able. The means by which they are accomplished, are
at the same time eminently happy. The sabbath, and the
things immediately connected with it, are the amount of
them all.

Among these ends let me remark; since God himself has
been pleased 1o mention it, and to mention it in the fourth
command of the decalogue ; the provision which this holy
day furnishes of a season of rest to labouring animals.

A righteous man regards the life of his beast, says the
wisest of all men, Prov. X. 12. In this fact we behold a
strong resemblance of a righteous man to his Creator. The
goodness of this glorious being is forcibly displayed in
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the provision which he has made for the rest and comfort of
labouring animals in the moral law. In the hands even of
prudent and humane masters, it is clearly seen, that such
animals are sufficicntly employed when they labour six
days of the week, and are released to rest and refreshment
onthe seventh. God,who perfectly knew what their strength
was able to bear, and who perfectly foresaw how greatly
they would he oppressed by avarice and cruelty, was
pleased, in this solemn manner and at this early period, to
provide for their relief, by securing to them the quiet and
restoration of one day in seven. In this merciful provision
the divine tenderness is displayed in a most amiable and
edifying manner. The humble character of even these
beings did not place them below the compassionate care of
God. Elsewhere, he has commanded us to supply them
with food. Here he has commanded us to furnish them
withrest. Inboth cases he has taught us, that the Lord is
good and kind to all, and that his tender mercies are over all
the works of his hands. This indulgence to animals is en-
joined with infinite authority; and secured by the same
sanction which enforces justice and beneficence towards
mankind. By bringing up this subject also in form thus
solemnly, regularly, and often, he has formed our regard to-
wards these creatures into a habit; and prevented us from
the possibility of being inattentive to this duty.

In the same manner are rest and refreshment secured to
mankind. Children and servants particularly arc by this
institution preserved from the oppression of severc mas-
ters, and the unfeeling demands of unnatural parents. Every
industrious man will tell you, from his own experience,
that the season of labour is sufficiently long, and this re-
turn of rest absolutely necessary for the preservation of
health, and strength, and life; that greater toil would fa-
tigue the bodily powers into decay; and that the weekly
cessation from business, is not more frequent than our
worldly interests clearly demand. Hence, unless when un-
der the dominion of avarice, he will consider the sabbath as
a benevolent provision for his true worldly interest, What
will thus be approved by the man who labours voluntarily
and for himself, cannot fail to be cordially welcomed by
him who is compelled, through indigence, to toil for others:

VOL. IV. F
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the servant drudging for a hard master, and the child trem-
bling under the rod of an unfeeling parent.

Nor is the usefulness of the sabbath less visible in the pro-
motion of neatness and cleanliness ; especially among the in-
Serior clusses of mankind. No person is willing to appear
in a religious assembly, unless cleanly and decently dressed.
So true is this, that probably in all countries where the sab-
bath is observed, every one, not prevented by absolute po-
verty, has what is proverbially called a Sunday suit of
clothes. The spirit of cleanliness and decency, awakened
by the return of this holy day, is always thus awakened.
Excited every week, it is of course excited through the
week; becomes an immoveable habit; extends its in-
fluence through all the concerns of human life; and in
the end constitutes the standing character. Individuals are
thus prevented from becoming brutes in their appearance;
and a nation is fashioned into an entire and delightful con-
trast to the native dirt and slovenliness of man, always ex-
hibited in so humiliating a manner by savages. ‘The in-
fluence of this single fact on the comfort of human life can-
not be calculated.

Inseparably connected with this article, is the softness and
civility of manners to which the sabbath, more than any
thing else, allures mankind. Every thing pertaining to the
sabbath generates, of course this desirable conduct. The
neatness of dress and the decency of appearance just men-
tioned strongly persuade to it. A person better dressed
than in the ordinary manner, will regularly behave with
more than ordinary decency, unless kabitually thus dress-
ed. The association in our thoughts between the dress
and the manners (both of which are intended to make us
appear with advantage), is instinctive and inseparable.
Every thing connected with the sabbath also, inspires
such views and affections as to contribute to the man-
ners in question. We are of course united to a respectable
assembly; on a sacred day; in a sacred place: upon a
most affecting occasion ; and for ends the most solemn and
important in the universe. We are immediately before
God, and are employed in his worship; in confessing our
sins, in secking the forgiveness of them, and in labouring to
obtain an interest in his favour. We cannot here fail to
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feel our needy, frail, guilty, dependant character; to see
how little and insignificant we are; how unbecoming are
pride, unkindness, and insolence ; how becoming humility,
modesty, condescension, and gentleness ; how amiable, in
the sight of God, is the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit ;
and how necessary, for every purpose for which we have
assembled, the establishment of these things in our hearts.
From these considerations must spring of course, in every
man who is not void of all propensity to that which is good,
both gentleness of mind and sweetness of manners.

I have already glanced at the tendency of the sabbath to
abase our pride, and to remove our native ruggedness of dis-
position. This part of the subject deserves a farther con-
sideration. One of the chief deformities of characterin the
rich, thelearned, and the great, is that haughtiness of mind,
which, on account of their peculiar advantages, they are
ever ready to feel ; and one of the chief causes of suffering
to the poor, the ignorant, and the powerless, is that inso-
lence of behaviour which from this haughtiness they are
compelled to endure. But when the superior classes of
mankind assemble in the house of God, they sink at once,
even in their own eyes, if they open them down to the same
level with their fellow-worms. In the presence of him, be-
Jorewhom all nations are as nothing, the glare of splendour,
the pride of wealth, the self-sufficiency of learning, and the
loftiness of power, are annihilated in a moment. Those,
who a little while before felt themselves to be rich, and
wise, and great, find that they are poor, ignorant, little,
guilty, odious to God, exposed to his wrath, and hopeless,
except in the mere character of suppliants for mercy.

When a great man in the sanctuary looks around him
on a mixed assembly of his equals and inferiors ; he will
be compelled often to feel, and secretly to confess, that his
poor neighbour, whom perhaps he would have disdained, on
other occasions, fo set with the dogs of his flock, is in all
probability more excellent, more wise, more lovely, and in
every sense greater in the sight of the Highest, than himself.
Nothing can humble pride more than the elevation above
itself of those whom it despises. This elevation of the
humble, this useful depression of the haughty, is no where
more perfect than in the house of God.

F2
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IHere, as will be realized from whathas been already said,
the poor and lowly risc of course above their usual level.
The rich and the poor, says Solomon, meet together; the Lord
is the maker of them all. 1n the house of God they mect
together in a manner wholly peculiar ; are placed exactly
on the same level; and are more strongly than any where
else reminded, that the Lord is the maker of them all. Here
they assemble as creatures of the same God merely. Here
all their earthly distinctions vanish; and a new distinction,
formed only of sin and holiness, commences; which, un-
less terminated in the present world, will endure and widen
for ever. llere then the poor man rises to his proper in-
dependence and distinction ; forgets the depression of his
circumstances : and, without the aid of pride, assumes an
elevation of character, not less necessary to him for the
faithful discharge of his duty, than the humility of the gos-
pel to the lofty-minded. Thus the sabbath, like its author,
putteth down the mighty from their seats, and exalteth them
of low degree. llow perfect, in this impoitant particalar, is
an institution, which produces these opposite and indis-
pensable benefits in those, whose situation so plainly and
loudly demands them !

Another immense benefit of the sabbath is, the instruc-
tion which it furnishes in morals and religion.

The value of knowledge is admitted by all civilized men.
Tt will usually, and ought ever, to be admitted also, that
moral and religious knowledge is of far niore value than
any other. It is morc necessary, more practical, more use-
ful, more enlarging to the mind, more refined, and more ex-
alted. 'The least acquaintance with the subject will place
this assertion beyond a doubt.

As the knowledge itself is more valuable ; so the sabbath
furnishes means forobtaining it which are far cheaper, and
far more efficacious, than were ever furnished by any other
institution. Here, on a day devoted to no employment
but the gaining of this knowledge, and the performance of
those religious duties which unite with it in perfect har-
mony ; in a place convenient and sacred ; on an occasion
infinitely important; and with the strong power of sympa-
thy to aid and impress; a thousand persons are taught the
best of all knowledge ; the most useful to themselves, and
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the most beneficial to mankind ; for a less sum than must
be expended by a twentieth part of their number, in order
to obtain the same instruction in any other science. No
device of the heathen philosophers, or of modern infidels,
greatly as they have boasted of their wisdom, can be com-
pared, as to its usefulness, with this. The sabbath particu-
larly is the only mean ever devised of communicating impor-
tant instructions to the great mass of mankind.

Here all may assemble, all may learn, from the prince to
the beggar, from the man of gray hairs to the infant of days.
Had the sabbath been a device of man, men would be able
to boast of immensely greater ingenuity and wisdom, than
they have hitherto displayed; and would be justly pro-
nounced to have formed a more successful and more pa-
triotic institution for the benefit of mankind, than any which
is found on the page ot history. Here a real and glorious
equality of privileges is established, not only without con-
fusion and discord, but with strong enforcements of peace
and good order. In these great blessings all are here alike
interested, and all partake alike.

To the blessings of peace and good order universally, the
sabbath contributes also in a pre-eminent degree. Moral
and religious knowledge is the knowledge of our duty, and
of the rewards which God will give to such as perform it.
To this knowledge the sabbath adds the highest motives
to the performance which are found in the universe. All
good, internal and external, in time and eternity, allures to
it, as a direct and certain reward. All evil compels to it
as a threatening, and deters from the omission as a punish-
ment inevitable and endless. "This knowledge and these
motives the sabbath furnishes with a solemnity and force
altogether unrivalled. From the house of God they are
carried with us into every concern of life where duty is to
be performed ; and duty is to be performed in every con:
cern. With the influence of the sabhath on his mind, man
every where feels himself accountable to his Maker; and
in darkness and solitude, in the secrecy of thought, as well
as in the conduet inspected by the public eye, realizes that
the all-searching God is a constant witness of whatever he
thinks, speaks, or does. From this consideration, more than
from the dread of the dungeon and the halter, most men
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are inclined to restrain their hands from injustice and vio-
lence, from tumult and confusion. In the mean time, the
peace and good order of religious assemblies on the sab-
bath, furnish the highest specimen of this happy conduct
that was ever seen in this present world. Fifty-two sab-
baths every year is this conduct repeated. Hence it be-
comes a powerful as well as desirable habit ; and clings to
him who steadily visits the house of God, through the re-
mainder of every week. In this manner, it is diffused
through the life; and influences the thoughts, words, and
actions, towards men of every class and character. The
magistrate and the subject, the parent and the child, the
master and the servant, the friend and the neighbour, are be-
nefited by it alike. All of them acquire more peaceful dis-
positions; exhibit a more amiable deportment; pursue a
nore orderly conduct, and fill their respective stations with
greater propriety, than cither would do under the influence
of cvery other cause, except the immediate agency of God.

1t will not be denied, that each of the things which I
have specified is an important benefit to mankind; nor that
all of them united are of advantage inestimable. But the
sabbath has blessings to give, of a still higher nature.
Among them this is one of supreme moment; that the sab-
bath is the great mean of preserving in the world the know-
ledge and the worship of the one living and true God.
Wherever the sabbath is not, there is no worship, no reli-
gion. Man forgets God ; and God forsakes man. The mo-
ral world hecomes a desert, where life never springs, and
beauty never smiles. The beams of the Sun of rightcous-
ness never dawn upon the miserable waste; the rains of
heaven never descend. Putrid with sin, and shrunk with ig-
norance, the soul of man loses its rational character: and
prostrates itself before devils, men, beasts, and reptiles, in-
sects, stocks, and stones. To these, man offers up his pray-
ers, his praises, and his victims ; to these he sacrifices his
children; and to these he immolates the purity and honour
of his wife. A brutal worshipper of a brutal god, he hopes
for protection and blessing from the assumption of every
folly, and the perpetration of every crime.

If his mind becomes enlightened-by science, and these
absurdities, as they sometimes may, become too gross and
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too naked to be received by him; he becomes an infidel,
a sceptic, an atheist. The absurdity here is not indeed less,
but greater. The only material difference is, that it is less
palpable, less exposed to vulgar eyes, less susceptible of
ridicule. The former is the madness of a blockhead ; the
latter of a man of learning: that, the folly of the clown;
this, of the man of fashion. In this case, the votary wan-
ders through all the labyrinths of subtile disquisition;
proves right to be wrong, and wrong to be right; and de-
monstrates that there is nothing either right or wrong. Freed
from these encumbrances, men of this character cast their
eyes towards the enjoyments of this world, and covet
their neighbour’s house, and their neighbour’s wife, his man-
servant, and his maid-servant; his ox, and his ass; and
every thing that is their neighbour’s. Nothing now inter-
venes between themselves and the objects coveted, but the
apprehension of resistance, and the dread of punishment,
Elevate them to power, and the sabbath is changed into the
decade, and the house of God into a stable: the Bible is
paraded through the streets on an ass, and consumed upon
a bonfire ; immortal existence is blotted out of the divine
kingdom; the Redeemer is postponed to a murderer: and
the Creator fo a prostitute, styled the goddess of reason.
The cend of this progress might be easily forescen. Lega-
lized plunder, legislative butchery, the prostitution of a
kingdom, fields drenched in human blood, and cities burnt
by human incendiaries, fill up the tremendous measure of
iniquity ; bewilder the gazing world with astonishment;
awaken the shouts of fiends ; and cover heaven itself with
a robe of sackcloth.

But for the sabbath, this assembly had now been pros-
trate before the stock of a tree, or sitting round the circle
of a paw-waw; or, frantic with rage or frenzy, had been
roaming the mountains in honour of Bacchus; or drowning
with shouts and screams the cries of a human victim, of-
fered up to appease the wrath of an imaginary deity. v

But thanks be to God for this unspeakable gift ! The sab-
bath, according to his abundant mercy, returns at the close
of every week, to shine upon us with its peaceful and be-
nevolent beams. At the close of every week, with a still
small voice, it summons us to the house of God. Here we
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meet, and find, and know, and serve, our glorious and bless-
ed Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier. Here, on the mercy-
seat, he sits enthroned, to hear our complaints and petitions,
toreceive our praises, to accept our repentance, and to for-
give our sins, for the sake of the Lord Jesus Christ. Here,
he makes known his pleasure and our duty. Here, he pro-
mises to those who obey, divine and eternal rewards; and
threatens those who disobey, with terrible and never-ending
punishments. Seenevery week in these awful and amiable
characters, God cannot be unknown nor forgotten. Accord-
ingly, throughout the ages of Christianity, his presénce and
agency are understood every where, and by every person
who frequents the house of God. The little child is as
familiarly acquainted with them, as the man of gray hairs;
the peasant as the monarch. All, in this sense, know God,
Jrom the least to the greatest; and there is no eccasion for
a man to say to his neighbour, Know the Lord.

Intimately conuected with this vast and interesting sub-
ject, and in an important sense the effect of the sabbath
only, is the attainment of holiness and salvation.

Man, an apostate, guilty,and condemned, infinitely needs
a renovation of his character, a reversal of his sentence,
an escape from his punishment, and a reinstatement in the
glorious privileges from which he has fallen. To accom-
plish these inestimable and benevolent ends, God, accord-
ing to the language of the text, has hallowed and blessed the
sabbath. Through every age and through every land, where
the sabbath has been kept holy unto the Lord, this blessing
has regularly and uninterruptedly descended. There the
glad tidings of salvation have been published and received.
There men have sought and found JEHOVAH, their God ;
repented of their sins; believed on the Lord Jesus Christ :
renewed their allegiance to their rightful sovereign; ob-
tained the pardon of their sins, and the justification of their
souls; triumphed over death and the grave; ascended to
heaven; and begun the possession of everlasting joy.
Wherever even two or three have met together in the name of
Christ, there he has been in the midst of them, and blessed
them with his peculiar blessing. This holy, heavenly seca-
son has regularly opened the correspondence between this
miserable world, and the world of life and glory, and pre-
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served the connexion between God and men. To it earth
owes its chief blessings ; and heaven no small part of its
inhabitants, and of its unfading joys.

But where mankind have forsaken the assembling of them-
selves together, as the manner of some is, all these blessings
have ceased. The fruitful land has been converted into
marshes, and miry places which could not be healed, and
were therefore given to salt. In such places the world, and
sin, and Satan, take entire possession of the heart, and
leave no room for God. All the thoughts and desires are
the offspring of the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and
the pride of life. Like Ahab, men sell themselves to work
wickedness : like Jeroboam, they sin, and make all around
them {0 sin. There, no prayersascend to heaven; no voice
of mercy is heard from that happy world, inviting sinners
to faith and repentance in the Lord Jesus Christ. God is
neither sought nor found. None ask for mercy; and none
receive it. None knock at the door of lite; and to none is
itopened. Allenter into the broad and crooked road, and go
down to the chambers of death; while God, with an awful
voice, proclaims concerning them, Ephraim is joined to
tdols : let him alone.

Pause now for a'moment, and recollect the number, the
greatness, the glory, of these ends; and tell me, if the insti-
tution whieh unites and accomplishes them all in perfect
harmony, is not supremely wise, and worthy of God. How
casily does it accomplish them ; how perfectly ; how won-
derfully ! How happy is the frequent, convenicnt, neces-
sary return of this holy day ! After how desirable intervals;
with what useful regularity ; with what sweet serenity !
How necessary is it to the sinner, to call him off from the
world, from stupidity, from sottishness! How necessary to
awaken his attention to God, to holiness, and to heaven;
to'engage his thoughts on spiritual and divine objects ; to
begin his repentance, faith, and love ; and to place his feet
in the path which leads to immortal life! How necessary to
the saint, to rouse him from sloth; to recall him from sin ;
to remind him of his duty; to increase his faith and holi-
ness, and to help him forward in his journey towards hea-
ven! How necessary to Adam in his innocence; how infi-
nitely necessary to all his ruined offspring! Tn a word, how
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plainly has the sabbath been blessed, as well as hallowed !
Howblessed from the beginning to the present time ; blessed
in a multitude of particulars; blessed, in every land where
it has been known, with the immediate and peculiar favour
of God, with the nearest resemblance to the blessings of
immortality !

2. The mind of a good man cannot fail also to be deeply
affected with the solemnity of this institution.

‘When God ended the glorious work of creation, he rested
the seventh day from all the work which he had made. The
creation was now fresh from the forming hand of JEHOVAH.
The great Architect had builded his stories in the heaven ;
had numbered the stars, and called them all by their names ;
had appointed the moon for seasons, and caused the sun to
know his going down. He had filled the world with beauty
and fragrance, with glory and grandeur, with life and im-
mortality. In the full view of this transporting, this amaz-
ing scene ; in the strong apprehension of the infinite per-
fections which it unfolded ; the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy: while the Author
of all things beheld the works which his hands had made,
and pronounced them very good. The praise begun by
angels, our first parents reiterated on the first morning of
their existence; and made their delightful residence vocal
with hymns to their Creator. The first employment of ’a-
radise, the first work done by man, was the worship of
God. Thus the dawn of human existence was opened by
the same divine employment, which will unceasingly oc-
cupy the everlasting day of heaven. When the command
to remember this day was given, there were in the morning,
thunders and lightnings ; and a thick cloud upon Mount
Sinai, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud, so that
all the people who were in the camp trembled. And Mount
Sinai was altogether on a smoke ; because the Lord descend-
ed upon it in fire, and the smoke thereof ascended as the
smoke of afurrace; and the whole mount quaked greatly.
In the midstof this amazing grandeur, in the midst of these
awful terrors, God with his own voice spoke this command,
and wrote it with his own finger. With this example, and
with thesc solemnities, was one day in seven consecrated
to JEHOVAH,
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When the new creation was finished, the creation of ho-
liness in the soul of man, the creation of a church, com-
prising immense multitudes of immortal minds, as a holy
and eternal kingdom unto God; Christ arose from the dead
to endless life and glory, became the first-fruits of them that
slept, and their forerunner into the heavens. On this di-
vine occasion, the same exalted beings, who sang together
when the heavens and the earth were made, and proclaimed
glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, good-will to-
wards men, when the Saviour of the world was born, now
renewed their songs, and entered with Christ into the high-
est heavens, with all the pomp and splendour which invest-
ed Sinai at the promulgation of the law.

On this day the Spirit of grace.and truth descended upon
the apostles of our Lord and Saviour ; baptized them with
fire ; endued them with inspiration, the gift of tongues, and
the spirit of prophecy; gave them to understand the gospel
in its glorious mysteries ; and enabled them, with wonder-
ful miracles, to prove its divine origin, and thus to erect
the spiritual kingdom of God in the world.

All these examples, the most august, the most amazing,
which the universe ever bebeld, leave their whole weight,
their infinite authority, upon this institution. Every Chris-
tian therefore, while he keeps the sabbath holy unto God,
ought, in order to quicken himself in his duty, to remember,
that on this sacred day God rested ; that his Redeemer
rested ; that the Spirit of grace descended; and that angels
repeatedly united together in enraptured praise. Norought
he, in any wise, to forget, that no institution can plead so
many, and so great things, done to solemnize and conse-
crate it as holy unto God, and as indispensably binding
upon man.

8. We learn, from the observations already made, with
what emotions the sabbath ought to be regarded by us.

We assemble in the house of God, to glorify him in the
religious worship which he has appointed ; to seek the
everlasting life of our own souls; to obtain and increase
holiness in our hearts; to remember, admire, and celebrate,
the wonderful works of the-old and new creations, and the
glorious perfections of the Creator and Redeemer. 'What
enrotions ought we to feel while engaged in this divine em-
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ployment ? Such, unquestionably, as angels experienced,
when these works were done, and these perfections were
displayed.

Particularly, the sabbath demands of all men profound
reverence and solemn awe. All the things which have been
mentioned, are supremely great, sublime, and wonderful.
The most awful of all beings is brought near to our hearts,
and presents himself before our eyes, in marifestations of
a most majestic and astonishing nature. Had we been pre-
sent at the work of creation, and heard the awful command
which brought into being the immense mass of original ele-
ments : had we seen the light, at the bidding of the great
workman, disclose and involve the formless confusion ;
the sea and the dry land separate; the grass, the herbs,
and the trees, instantaneously arise, and clothe the earth
in one universal robe of life and beauty ; the sun, the moon,
and the stars, lighted up in the heavens ; the various ani-
mals filling the world with living beings ; and man, the lord,
the crown, and the glory, of the whole, formed a rational
and immortal being, to understand, enjoy, and celebrate,
the divine work : could we have failed to experience the
most profound awe, amid this complication of infinite won-
ders, and to glorify the great Author of them with that fear
of the Lord which is the beginning of wisdom ?

Had we again been present at the crucifixion of our di-
vine Redeemer, and beheld the earth tremble, the rocks
rend, the veil of the temple part asunder, the graves open,
the saints arise, and the sun hide his face in darkness; had
we accompanied his body to the tomb, and watched the
descent of the angel, the convulsions of the second earth-
quake, the lightnings which streamed from his countenance,
and the swooning of the guards who kept the sepulchre ;
had we scen our Lord resume his life, come forth from the
grave to his doubting, trembling disciples ; had we seen
him rise {rom the carth, enter the bosom of the cloud of
glory, and with a solemn and magnificent progress ascend
to the heavens; must not the same awful emotions have
been instinctively renewed ?

But all these things, this sacred day, this divine festival,
places before our eyes. If, at the same time, we farther re-
member, that we are in the house of God ; that hither he
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comes to meet us on designs of infinite love; to forgiveour
sins, to renew, receive, and save, our souls ; that we stand
before him as sinners, as apostates, condemned, ruined,
helpless, and, in ourselves, hopeless also; that we are
suppliants for mere mercy, dependant on the obedience of
another, and without any righteousness of our own ; must
we not feel our littleness and our guilt? Must we not, in-
stinctively,lay our hands on our mouths, and our mouths in
the dust, and cry, ¢ Unclean?” Can we fail to fear that
glorious and fearful name, JEHOVAH, our God?

This emotion every thing in the Seriptures conspires to
improve and strengthen. 'The law of God, with all its com-
mands, promises, and threatenings, its divine rewards and
amazing penalties ; the gospel, with its solemn establish-
ments of the law, its remedies for the imperfections of the
law as the means of life for sinners, its glorious invitations,
supreme allurements, and heavenly promises; conspire
with infinite force to persuade us to fear the Lord our God,
and to tremble at his word. He who is thoughtless and ir-
reverent here, ought to have considered how he would have
felt amid the thunders, the lightnings, the earthquake, the
sound of the trumpet, and the flame of devouring fire, from
which the Creator said, Remember the sabbath-day, to keep
it holy. To this man, more than to almost any other sinner,
is addressed that humbling rebuke, The ox knoweth his
owner, and the ass his master’s crib; but Israel doth not
know ; my people doth not consider.

At the same time, the sabbath is to be regarded with
peculiar joy.

All things relating to the sabbath, are not only solemn
but joyful things. At the creation, a new universe started
up into being ; and life, reason, virtue, and immortality,
were given to an endless multitude of creatures. At the
new creation, an endless multitude of perishing sinners,
destined to eternal sin and eternal woe, were recalled from
the melancholy regions of death and depravity, to immortal
holiness, life, and glory. On these stupendous occasions

‘all the sons of God shouted for joy. We are still more in-

terested in the Jast of them than they could be; for we
are the miserable beings who are redeemed and saved.
On the sabbath, the great body of the church has been
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brought into the kingdom of grace, and prepared for the
kingdom of glory. On the first sabbath, upon which began
the great work of erecting the kingdom of Christ in the
world by the apostles, three thousand soulswere added unto
the Lord. On the first sabbath, the apostles were baptized
with the Holy Ghost, and withfire, and divinely empowered
to spread salvation through the world. On the sabbath,
the souls of men have ever since been flocking into the
kingdom of Christ, and taking possession of immortality.
The sabbath has been the great means of preserving that
kingdom. To the sabbath it is owing, that the glad tidings
of salvation are now heard in this desolate world. To the
sabbath it is owing, that in this land, where, ever since the
deluge, nothing was heard but the howlings of wild beasts,
the war-screams of savages, or the groans of torture and
death, now through a thousand churches is weekly re-
sounded the music of heaven, and the proclamation.of
life eternal to mankind. The sabbath is appropriately the
accepted time ; it is eminently the day of salvation. To the
sabbath will our salvation be owed, if we attain salvation.
On the sabbath, all Christian assemblies meet to offer up
their humble prayers ; to send up their hymns of praise to
their Father who is in heaven ; to teach and receive the
words of eternal life ; to be baptized into the name of the
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; and to receive
the body and blood of their crucified Redeemer. On the sab-
bath, the Christian world bears, in this manner, no unhappy
resemblance of heaven; and a little part of the melancholy
hours of time, becomes a fair image of the pure and never-
ending sabbath beyond the grave.

With these delightful things in view, can we fail to unite
with the church of the first-born, and the innumerable com-
pany of angels, and repeat and respond their divine exulta-
tion? Shall not our songs bear an humble unison with
theirs? Shall not the joy which they feel on the great bu-
siness of this day, the repentance and return of sinners, find
a welcome admission to our hearts? Shall we net rejoice
in him that made us? shall not the children of Zion be joyful
in their King ? .

God on this day rejoiced over the creation which his
hands had made. - Angels rejoiced in the wonders of the
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work, and in the divine workman. Christ rejoiced over the
church, which he redeemed with his own blood. Heaven
has rejoiced at every return of this delightful season; and
renewed its transports over all the sons of Adam, whom
this day has with divine efficacy raised from death to life.
The Lord God is now our Sun, and our Shield. Now he
gives grace and glory. This day he withholds no good thing
Sfrom them that walk uprightly. Let mortals behold these
things with wonder and gratulation; and anticipate the pure
and permanent transports of the everlasting sabbath in the
heavens.

Nor is this holy day to be less regarded with gratitude.

All the benevolent things which God has done for us,
this day brings before our eyes. Our being, our daily bless-
ings, our redemption, our salvation, the resumed charaeter
of holiness, and the title to endless life, the final'escape
from sin and misery, this heavenly season proclaims with
an unceasing voice. At this season, God comes down to
dwell among men, divested, with respect to all who are
willing to receive him, of the awful frowns of an offended
judge, clothed with the smiles of an eternal benefactor, and
adorned with the endearing titles of the Father, the Re-
deemer, and the Sanctifier, of man. Here the calls to gra-
titude are all united. The blessings of earth and heaven, of
time and eternity, here invite us to love and praise the Au-
thor of all our mercies. Can we fail to render to him ac-
cording to his benefits? Can we fail this day to aseribe
blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, to him that sit-
teth on the throne, and to the Lamb, for ever and ever.

4. How ought the Christian church to bless God for this
institution !

To this institution we owe far the greater part of the spi-
ritual blessings which we enjoy; and, in a high sense, we
owe them all. But for this day we should neither have
sought nor sccured eternal life ; for where no sabbath is,
there is no religion.. But for this day, earthly things would
have engrossed all our thoughts. Honour, wealth, and
pleasure, are the real syrens, which charm mankind to
shipwreck and death. To their songs the ear of man is by
nature attuned, and the heart beats in regular response.
But for this day, the world, as a canker, would rust, cor-
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rupt, and consume, all the disposition to piety, and all the
hopes of heaven. The soul would be benumbed. Religion
would die. God would be forgotten. The death of Christ
would be vain. Mankind would cease to be saved: and
heaven would fail of her destined inhabitants. How deso-
late the prospect! How strongly would this world resem-
ble the regions of final despair; where no sabbath dawns;
where no prayers nor praises ascend; no sermons proclaim
pardon and peace to sinners; the voice of mercy never
sounds ; and the smiles of forgiving, redeeming, and sanc-
tifying love, never illumine the dreary valley of the shadow
of death!

All things pertaining to salvation, are social things ;
things of general participation and powerful sympathy. They
exist chiefly in multitudes. Without the sabbath, there is
no reason to believe that they could exist at all. Not where
one is employed in religious worship merely nor principal-
ly; but where two or three are met together in the name of
Christ ; is his presence promised. Not in the closet, the re-
cess, or the solitude, but on Zion, whither the tribes go up, has
the Lord commanded the blessing, even life for evermore.

5. What an illustrious type is the sabbath, of the everlast-
ing rest enjoyed by the children of God!

The sabbath is a rest from sin, business, and pleasure :
a day in which God is worshipped, divine knowledge im-
proved, and holiness attained and increased; a day, in
which saints delightfully commune, and joyfully celebrate
the wonders of creation, and the sublimer wonders of re-
demption. On the sabbath, God is peculiarly present, re-
conciled, forgiving, and sanctifying ; and the Spirit of truth
eminently communicates comfortable evidence of divine
love, whispers peace, and inspires joy. The sabbath is
therefore the day of hope and consolation, of enjoyment
and triumph ; the fotretaste of heaven; the entrance to the
glorious assembly of the blessed.

The future rest of the children of God is divinely formed
of these delightful ingredients. Here eternal peace begins
its undisturbed reign over all the great kingdom oi'Jehovah.
Here immortal minds are consummated in that holiness
which is the image of the heavenly Adam. Here those
minds, in the exercise of that holiness which exalted friend-
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ship, and pure unbosomed intercourse, commence their
everlasting joy. Here God isall in all. Here, he unveils
his face, and discloses the smiles of infinite love to the as-
sembly of the first-born. And here the Lamb, the glory of
God, and the light of heaven, illumines all their thoughts,
quickens all their affections, Jeeds them with living bread,
leads them to fountains of living waters, and awakens into
transport their hymns of never-ending praise.

SERMON CX.
FIFTH COMMANDMENT.

DUTY OF CHILDREN.

Honour thy father and thy mother, that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
—Exop. xx. 12.

THE four first commands of the decalogue enjoin those
which are ealled the duties of piety. These were written on
the first table ; and were summed up by Moses, and by
Christ, in this general one ; Thou shalt love the Lord thy
God with all thy heart, with all thy soul, with all thy mind,
and with all thy strength. We are now entering upon the
consideration of the six last ; directing what are commonly
called the duties of morality, or our duties towards mankind.
These were written upon the second table, and arc summed
up by Moses, by Christ, and by St. Paul, in fthe second greal
command, styled by St. James the royal law; Thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself. 'The first of these commands
isthe text. As a general preface to the observations which
I propose to make suecessively on these commands, it
will be proper to remark, that they are universally to be
extended according to the interpretation given by our Sa-
viour of the sixth and seventh in his sermon on the Mount.

In commenting on the former of these, Christ teaches us,
VOL, IV, G
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that to be angry with our brother without a cause, to say
unto him, Raca, or Thou fool, is to be guilty of a breach of
this command. In commenting on the seventh, he declares,
that whosoever looketh on a woman to lust after her, the
same hath committed adultery with her already in his heart.
Generally, all these precepts are to be considered as direct-
ing our duty, in all respects, which by inference or analogy
can be fairly arranged under them. Accordingly (to give
an example), I shall consider this command as regulating
the duties reciprocally owed by parents and children, ma-
gistrates and subjects, and by other classes of mankind, in
their several relations. That 1 am warranted in this mode
of explaining these precepts is, I think, evident from the
conduct of our Saviour. I shall only add, that in this man-
ner they have been generally understood by divines, and
extensively declared in catechisms: for example, in that
of the Westminster assembly, that of Dr. Novell, and that
of king Edward. In the examination of the subjects in-
volved in this command, T shall begin with that which is
directly expressed—THE DUTY OF CHILDREN TO THEIR
PARENTS.

The word honour, by which this duty is here enjoined, is
chosen with supreme felicity; as being sufliciently com-
prehensive, and sufficiently definite, to express, with as
much exactness as can easily be compassed, all the seve-
ral branches of duty which parents can equitably demand
of their children. Particularly, it is explained by Christ
commenting, Matt. xv. 3, on the vile fetch by which the
Pharisees released their disciples from obedience to this
precept, to involve the obligation of children fo support
their parents in their indigence and old age. 1Itis also ex-
plained by St. Paul, as enjoining theuniversal obedience of
children. In its own primary sense also, it denotes all the
affection and veneration which children owe to their parents,
and which constitute so extensive and important a part of
filial piety.

Filial duties are so numerous, that many volumes might
be written on this subject only, without particularizing them
all. Within the limits prescribed to these discourses, it
is obvious nothing more can be done, than to exhibit briefly
the prominent things included in this and the following
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precepts. Nothing more therefore will be attempted. Ac-
cording to this plan, filial duty may be advantageously
comprised under the following heads.

1. Children are bound to regard their parents with re-
spect and reverence at all times.

Particularly, these exercises of filial piety are,

1. To exist in the thoughts.

Keep thy heart, said David to Solomon, with all dili-
gence ; for out of it are the issues of life. All good pro-
ceeds from this source, as well as all evil. In vain will
children labour to perform their duty in any other manner,
if they neglect it in this. Here, the whole course of filial
piety begins ; and, if not commenced here, will never be
pursued with any success. Thoughts are the soul, the
living principle, of all duty. Every thing else is a lifeless
body without a soul, a shadow without a substance.

Every child is bound to entertain the most respectful and
reverential thoughts concerning his parents, and concern-
ing the parental character. He is to remember and regard
his parents, as standing in the most venerable, and the
most endearing, of all earthly relations to him; as thosc to
whom, under God, he owes his being, and the great mass
of his blessings. He is to regard them as the persons to
whose kindness, care, and government, he has been com-
mitted by God himself. He is to consider them as the best
of all friends ; the most affectionate, the most faithful, the
most confidential, the most persevering, the most watchful,
the most unwearied.

His affections towards them ought ever to be reverential,
grateful, warm, and full of kindness. 'Whatever his plans
or purposes are, he ought invariably to feel, that they will
be most safely, and in every case of any importance should
be regularly, intrusted to them for advice and direction.
Parents, unless when under the immediate influence of some
strong passion or prejudice, very rarely oppose, of design,
the real interests of their children. Almost all the counsels,
injunctions, and reproofs, which they give, and which the
children at times consider asunkind, aregiven, intentionally
at least, for their good ; and ought to be regarded only in
this manner. Children are bound to fix in their minds an

(i
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habitual sense of the superior station and wisdom of their
parents, and of their own inferiority in all these respects.
Their thoughts and affections towards them ought univer-
sally to spring from this sense of their superiority: a supe-
riority originated by the creating hand of God, and con-
summated by his most holy law. To this sense ought all
their views to be conformed. The beginnings of irreve-
rence, the first tendencies towards disadvantageous, light,
disrespectful apprehensions concerning them, they are
bound to crush in the bud, and to cultivate with watchful
care every affectionate and respectful emotion.

By the providence of God itis frequently brought to pass,
that parents are in humble life; uneducated ; ignorant;
little regarded by the world ; irreligious ; not unfrequently
openly vicious, and sometimes plainly scandalous. Here
filial piety, it must be acknowledged, becomes a harder
task ; and, especially in the last-mentioned cases, is attend-
ed with serious difficulty in its various duties. Children
are, however, to remember, that God has given even the
children of such parents no dispensation with respect to
their filial duties. The command in the text is addressed
to them no less absolutely thanto other children. As their
case is more difficult, they are required to make more careful
and vigorous exertions ; to forget the personal character,
and to remember only the parental. The children may he
better educated ; may know more ; may have better dispo-
sitions ; and may sustain better characters. Let them re-
member, that to God in the first place, and ordinarily to
these very parents in the second, they owe these blessings:
and let them shew their gratitude, their superior under-
standing, to the eyc of him from whom they derive their
all; by cultivating the sentiments which I have urged, and
by resisting effectually those which I have condemned. He
who gave them parents, he who made them children, he
who said to them, Honour thy father and thy mother, has an
indisputable right to require this conduct at their hands. If
the duty is difficult, it is proportionally excellent, honour-
able, and lovely. '

9. The same exercises of filial piety are to be manifested
in the words of children.

The words uitered by children, which respect their pa-
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rents in any manner, are to correspond with the thoughts
which have been here recommended, and if effectual care
is taken to make the thoughts right, the words will be right
of course.

‘When children speak to their parents, they are required
ever to speak modestly, submissively, and respectfully.
‘Whatever opinions children may entertain which may differ
from those of their parents in any case, it is their duty
to propose with humility, meekness, and respect. They
are to address them, not as disputants ; not as equals; but
as children ; as modest inferiors. Both their words, and
their manner of uttering them, should bear unequivocal
evidence, that they are conscious of this character.

‘When children speak of their parents to others, they are
bound to speak with the most exact caution, and with si-
milar respect ; and never to say any thing concerning them
which they would be unwilling to say to them when pre-
sent. It is their duty invariably to endeavour, so far as
truth and propriety will admit, to render the character of
their parents respectable in the eyes of others. The faults
of their parents it is their duty to conceal ; their excellen-
cies always readily to admit; and to experience and ma-
nifest their satisfaction when others admit them. ‘They
are not indeed to boast of the good qualities of their pa-
rents ; as they are not to boast of any thing else; but with
modesty and propriety to welcome them when mentioned
by others ; and, when they have a becoming occasion, to
speak of them themselves.

Sometimes children are compelled to the mortification of
hearing their parents ill spoken of by others. Their duty
then requires them, whenever they can do it with success,
to repel the ungenerous attack, and to defend the character
of their parents. If this is not in their power, they are
bound o manifest their indignation and disgust by such de-
clarations as the nature of the case demands; and at least
to prevent themselves from the pain ané mischief produced
by such conversation, by withdrawing finally from persons
of this unreasonable and abusive character,

3. Thesame spirit ought to appear in all the deportment
of children.

The deportment of children, when their parents are pre-
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sent, ought to exhibit every mark of respect. The honour
required in the text ought, in the literal sense, to be here
invariably rendered, without qualification, without reserve,
without reluctance. However humble the station, the cir-
cumstances, the education, or the manners, of parents may
be; the child, instead of discovering that he is ashamed of
them, or of assuming to himself airs of importance, isbound
cheerfully to acknowledge their proper superiority ; to ex-
hibit towards them a respectful deference; and always to
prevent even a remote suspicion, that he is reluctant to give
them their proper place.

I1. Children are bound to obey the commands of their
parenis.

That it is the province of parents to govern, and that of
children to obey, will not be questioned. Nor will it be
doubted, that children are equally bound to abstain from
things prohibited by their parents, as to perform those
which they enjoin. Of this obedience it may be observed,

1. That it ought to be uniform and faithful.

Children, says St. Paul, obey your parents in all things ;
Jor this is right, and well-pleasing to the Lord. 'To the uni-
versality of this precept there is but one exception; and
that is, when the injunction is contrary to the law of God.
The obedience of little children ought undoubtedly to be
implicit. They are plainly incapable of directing their own
conduct; and parents are appointed by God himself to di-
rect it. While it is the duty of the parent to instruct his
child in the nature of moral conduct, and the reasonable-
ness and rectitude of hisown commands, as fast as the un-
derstanding of the child will permit ; and to give no com-
mands which are not agreeable to the will of God: it is
undoubtedly the duty of the child to obey every parental
precept, except such as are of this nature. To this rule I
know of no exception.

Filial obedience is commonly rendered without much dif-
ficulty, when parents are present. Every child should re-
member, that his obligations to obedience are not lessened
by their absence; that God is then present; that he has
required them not to obey with eye-service; and that
he records all their conduct in the book of his remembrance.

e
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They are also ever to keep in mind, that they are re-
quired to obey difficult commands, as well as those which
are easy; those which require much self-denial, labour,
and trouble, as well as those which are attended only
with pleasure ; those in which their disobedience will
never be detected, as well as those in which it will cer-
tainly be known. No other obedience deserves the name
of faithful.

2. Filial obedience ought to be ready and cheerful.

This is the only obedience which commends itself to the
common sense of mankind, or whichis of any value in the
sight of God. 1In this obedience the heart is concerned,
and the child active. Every thing else which goes under
this name is constrained ; hypocritical ; a cheat; a sin.
No other is regarded in the Scriptures. To sustain this
character, the obedience of children should be rendered
without opposition, and without delay. A great part of
the value of filial obedience arises from the manner in
which it is rendered. God himself loves the cheerful giver.
Mankind have exactly the same views of this subject ; and
universally consider that which is done grudgingly, as
little better, and often worse, than if it had not been done
at all.

II1. Children are bound to do do whatever will reason-
ably contribute to the happiness of their parents, whether
commanded or not.

The modes in which this part of filial duty is to be ren-
dered, are so numerous that it is impossible to recite them.
It will be sufficient to observe, at the present time, that no
filial piety is more lovely, or more accordant with the text,
than that which attentively prevents the wants, the com-
mands, and the wishes, of parents; which adds to their
comforts and lessens their troubles, in a thousand inde-
scribable ways, readily offering themselves to the mind of
a dutiful child.

One of the happiest modes of obeying the text is found
in the discreet, amiable, and virtuous behaviour of children.
Parents are delightfully honoured, when their children ex-
hibit excellent conduct before mankind; and thus acquire
the approbation and good-will of those around them. In
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this case they render a very pleasing and very honourable
tribute to the parental wisdom, care, and faithfulness, em-
ployed in their education; and shew, in the strongest man-
ner, that the precepts by which they have been trained up,
have Leen received by them with such reverence and piety,
as to have a commanding influence upon their lives. In
this manner children become the glory of their parents, and
the crown of gray hairs.

The duties of children obviously change with the change
of age and circumstances. When they are very young, their
obedience, as I remarked, must be implicit. They are to
obey without investigation, inquiry, or doubt; for this plain
reason, that they are incapable altogether of judging for
themselves. But they are to be taught to judge as early
as their years and understanding will permit. This is in-
dispensable ; because by learning habitually the reasons
on which their parents’ commands are founded, they will
soon learn to think that they are all reasonable; and obey
them with more readiness and exactness on this account;
and because many cases will occur, in which their parents
cannot be present, and in which therefore they must judge
for themselves. This it is plain they cannot do, unless they
arc taught.  As they advance in years and understanding,
the nature of their obedience will vary; chiefly from this
circumstance, that they understand their duty, and the rea-
sons on which it is founded ; and are therefore required to
perform it from a due regard to its nature and importance,
to the law of God which established it, and to the charac-
ter and kindness of their parents which demand it from their
reverence and their gratitude. In other respects their obe-
dience is founded on the same principles during the whole
period of their nonage.

Nor do the same rules apply to them in a very different
manner, after they have arrived at adult years; so long as
they continue in their father’s house, and are members of
his family. In this sitvation however, the circumstances of
both parents and children vary so much, that the relations
and duties of both are usually modified by some plan or
compact between them, sufficiently understood to serve as a
rule by which the conduct of the child is to be directed, T
shall therefore think it necessary only to observe, that
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when children have faithfully performed their duty to this
period, they rarely fail of performing it afterward.

When children have left their father’s house, their cir-
cumstances become more materially changed, aand with
them, in several respects, theirduties. They then have sepa-
rate interests and business of their own; and usually fa-
milies also. When God instituted marriage, he authorized
children to leave the house and government of their parents.
For this cause, said the Creator, shall a man leave his father
and mother, and shall cleave unto his wife. Matthew xix.
4, 5. In this situation then, children become parents, heads
of families, invested with all the authority, possessed of all
the rights, and subjected to all the duties, pertaining to
their own parents. It is impossible, that in these cireum-
stances they should fulfil their former duties, as children
under the government of their parents, unless they neglect
those which are indispensable in their present situation.
From many of these duties therefore they are released.

Still ; as they are more indebted to their parents than to
any other human beings, and inecomparably more indebted,
at least in ordinary cases; their remaining duties to their
parents are numerous and important. In this situation,
more frequently than any other, they are required to con-
tribute to the maintenance of their parents. This is made
by our Saviour to be so important a branch of the com-
mand in our text, that he declares the Pharisees, who by-a
fraudulent comment on this preeept had released men from
the duty in question, to have made this command of God of
none effect by their tradition. In this period also they are
bound, as much as may be, to nurse and soothe their pa-
rents in pain and sickness; to bear patiently and kindly
their infirmities of body and mind; to alleviate their dis-
tresses; to give them the cheering influenee of their com-
pany and conversation; and in these and various other
ways to serene and brighten the evening, but too frequently
a melancholy one, of old age.

The children of sinful parents have always a difficult
task to perform. o a pious child, a parent visibly going
down in the broad and crooked road that leads to destruc-
tion, is a sight heyond measure distressing. That a child,
thus sitvated, is bound in every discreet ‘and efficacious
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manner to prevent, as far as may be, the awful catastrophe,
will not be questioned, unless by an atheist. What is to
be done in so dreadful a case, it will be impossible to
prescribe here, unless in very general terms. Every child
will know indeed, without information, that his prayers are
to be offered up for his parent, and his own pious example
presented to him, without ceasing. Every child also knows
that all his own measures, whatever they may be in other
respects, are to be obedient, modest, and reverential. No
other measures can, in these circumstances, be hopefully
followed by any good consequences. Still they may be
sufficiently plainand unequivocal as to their meaning.

Among the efforts made by such a child, in addition to
his own discreet personal conduct and conversation, few
seem better fitted to answer the end in view, than inducing
persons, possessed of known wisdom and piety, especially
those of an engaging deportment, frequently to visit the
parent, and persuading him also often to visit them ; pla-
cing books of a religious nature, written in a pleasing and
interesting manner, within his reach; alluring him regularly
to the house of God, and to private religious assemblies;
and introducing, without any apparent design, religious to-
pics, especially those which are peculiarly interesting as
often as may be, with propriety. In my own view, the
child isalso bound, modestly, submissively, and discreetly,
to remonstrate against the visible wickedness of the parent.
I can see no reason which will justify a child in the omission
of this duty ; although I am not unaware of the peculiar
difficulties which attend it, nor unapprized of the peculiar
delicacy and prudence which it demands. Reproof, even
from equals or superiors, requires more skill and care, in
order to render it successful, than fall to the lot of most
men. In achild to a parent, it must be singularly embar-
rassing.

A less delicate task, yet still attended with many difficul-
ties, lies in avoiding the influence naturally presented, and
often buttoo efficaciously, by the sentiments, precepts, and
examples, of evil parents. The parental character is so
venerable, so authoritative, so endearing, and so persua-
sive, that the child who escapes its malignant influence,
when employed to encourage sin, may well he considered
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as eminently the object of the divine favour. Still it is pos-
sible; and has existed in multiplied instances. Abijah es-
caped even in the house of Jeroboam ; Hezekiah in that of
Ahaz; and Josiah in that of Amon. Thus also has the fact
often been in all succeeding ages of time. Children there-
fore, instead of despairing, should gird themselves with
watchfulness and resoluation suited to their circumstances;
should continually and fervently beseech God to gunard
by his good Spirit from the dangers in which they stand;
should watch their own conduct with peculiar anxiety;
should seek for wisdom and direction from religious hooks,
especially from the Scriptures; and should ask advice,
countenance, and assistance, fromthose among their friends
who are persons of piety. The company of such persons
counteracts, in a manner invaluable, the influence of evil
cxample. He that walketh with wise men, says God, shall
be wise.

Having thus given a summary account of the duties of
children, I shall now proceed to mention several reasons to
enforce them.

1. Every considerate child will feel his filial duty strong-
ly urged by the excellence of this conduct, and the odious-
ness of filial impiety.

This is one of the few moral subjects concerning which
all men are agreed. The writers of all ages and of all coun-
tries, have taught us with a single voice, that to the com-
mon eye of mankind no object is more amiable or more de-
lightful, than a dutiful and virtuous child. This charming
object commends itself at first view to the natural feelings,
the judgment, and the conscience, of all men. It commends
itself at once, without deliberation, and without doubt. It
has commended itself to persons of every character, in
every age, and in every country. It is esteemed : itis loved.
The affection which it excites, and the reputation which
it produces, are sincere, solid, and permanent. Nothing
more certainly generates esteem : nothing more uniformly
creates friends. It is a kind of glory, surrounding the child
wherever he goes, seen, felt, and acknowledged, by all men,
and conferring a distinction otherwise unattainable. All
persons presage well of such a child : and he is expected
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of course to fill every station to which his talents are suited
with propriety and honour.

An undutiful child, on the contrary, brands his own cha-
racter with odiousness and infamy. No person sees him
or thinks of him without pain and disgust. No parent is
willing, that his own children should become his compa-
nions. The vilest persons regard him with contempt and
abhorrence ; the best, with pity and indignation. A parent
on his death-bed hardly knows how to ask a blessing for
him : and those who survive are still more unable to be-
licve it will descend upon his head.

2. Considerate children will find another powerful reason
JSor filial duty in the pleasure which it gives their parents.

Nothing which takes place in human life creates a higher,
more genuine, or more unmingled pleasure, in the minds of
parents, than the pious and dutiful conduct of their chil-
dren. Itis indeed impossible, that a child should form
adequate conceptions of the delight which such conduct
awakens in the parental heart. Experience only can com-
pletely teach the nature of this emotion. Still children can-
not but know, that their parents in this manner find exqui-
site enjoyment; nor can they be ignorant, that to produce it
is one of their own chief blessings, as well as one of their in-
dispensable duties. Filial piety is a continual feast; an am-
ple reward for every parental care, toil, watching, anxiety,
and prayer. Itsweetens all the bitterness of human life : and
adds an exquisite relish to every comfort. The burdens of
life it makes light and easy: and is the most supporting stay
on this side of heaven to the weary steps of declining age.

An undutiful child, on the other hand, is a broken reed, on
which if a man lean, it shall thrust through his hand, and
pierce him. A foolish son is a heaviness alike to his father
and his mother ; a spot on their character; a trial of their
patience; a blast upon their hopes ; a nuisance to their fa-
mily ; and a thorn in their hearts.

3. The demands of gratitude present a combination of
suck reasons to every such child, Jor the same conduct.

Parental love is unrivalled by any affection of the hu-
man breast in its strength, its tenderness, its patience, its
permanency, and its cheerful sclf-denial. The labours
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which it undergoes, and the willingness with which it un-
dergoes them, are unexampled in the concerns of man. No
other affection toils with the same readiness and patience,
orvoluntarily encounters the same watchings, cares, pains,
and anxieties. None prompts so many prayers ; none awa-
kens so many tears. Most of human life, after we arrive at
adult age, is spent in providing for the wants, alleviating
the sufferings, removing the diseases, furnishing the educa-
tion, guarding the conduct, securing the safety, accomplish-
ing the settlement, and promoting the salvation, of children.
More is done by parents, and daily done, than children can
ever realize, until they are called to do the same things for
their own oftfspring. All at the same time are eflorts of ten-
derness merely. These efforts are almost without number;
this tenderness almost without degree. What child, who
remembers that he is indebted to his parents for his being,
and under God for almost every blessing which he enjoys,
for almost all that he is, and for almost all that he has, can
fail to feel and to acknowledge, that the utmost which he
can do in the proper course of filial piety, is an imperfect
requital for such affections and such blessingsasthese? That
there are such beings, I am reluctantly compelled to confess.
Children they ought not to be called. They are unworthy of
the name. They are monstrous productions, outof the course
of nature; and, like all such productions, fill the mind with
loathing and horror. Let such children remember, that they
are objects of still more abhorrence to God than to men. Let
them remember, that this great and awful Being, who has
styled himself the Father of mankind, and who has imaged
his own tenderness for his creatures by that of a father to
his children, will at the final day vindicate the parental
rights in a terrible manner, by inflicting the severest pu-
nishment on undutiful children.

4. The great advantages of filial piely present strong rea-
sons for the practice of it to children of every character.

Of the text St. Paul observes, when enjoining the duties
of it upon the children of the Ephesian Christians,.that it is
the first commandment with promise. Accordingly he urges
their obedience to it upon the very ground of this promise,
that their days also might be long upon the land which the
Lord their God had given them. 'This promise therefore, to
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such an extent that an apostle thought proper to urge it
upon the Ephesian Christians, extends to the Gentiles. The
promises to the Jews, in most instances, announced tem-
poral blessings only. Those which are made to Christians,
chiefly convey spiritual blessings. But that which is con-
tained in the text, conveys temporal blessings also. In
conversing with the plain people of this country, distin-
guished for their good sense and careful observation of
facts, L have foundthem, to a great extent, firmly persuaded
of the verification of this promise in our own days; and
ready to produce a variety of proofs from cases in which
they have seen the blessing realized. Their opinion on this
subject is mine; and with their experience my own has
coincided.

Indeed, no small measure of prosperity seems ordinarily
interwoven with a course of filial piety. The comfort which
itensures to parents, the harmony which it produces in the
family, the peace which it yields to the conscience, are all
essential ingredients of happiness. To these it adds the
approbation of every beholder, the possession of a fair and
lasting reputation; the confidence and good-will of every
worthy man; and of consequence an opportunity of easily
gaining those useful employments which worthy men have
to give. Beyond this it naturally associates with itself that
temperance, moderation, and sobriety, which furnish a
solid foundation for health and long life. In my own ap-
prehensions however, these are not all its blessings. I*do
not believe that miracles are wrought for its reward. Nei-
ther will I say, that purer gales breathe, to preserve its
health; nor that softer suns arise, or more timely rains de-
scend, to mature its harvests; nor that more propitious
winds blow, to waft its ships home in safety. But I will
say, that on the tide of providence multiplied blessings are
borne into its possession, at seasons when they are unex-
pected in ways unforeseen, and by means unprovided by
its own forecast, which are often of high importance;
which altogether constitute a rich proportion of prosperity ;
and which usually are not found by persons of the contrary
character.

At the same time, those who act well as children, almost
of course act well as men and women; and thus have taken,
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without design, the scion of happiness from the parental
stock, and grafted it upon other stems, which bear fruit
abundantly to themselves. Here, in the language of Dr.
Watts,

¢ It revives, and bears
A train of blessings for their heirs.”

Itis also never to be forgotten, that filial piety, if derived
from an evangelical source, is entitled to the peculiar fa-
vour of God in the present world, and to the everlasting
blessings of the world to come.

5. The declarations of God concerning this important
subject, furnish reasons at once alluring and awful for the
exercise of filial piety.

The text is an illustrious example of this nature of the
most persuasive kind. Deut. xxi. 18, gives us a terrible
one concerning the stubborn and rebellious son. The eye,
says Agur, that mocketh at his father, and refuseth to obey
his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the
young eagles shall eat it.

One of the most interesting accounts of this subject to
be found in the Scriptures, as it has struck my mind, is ex-
hibited in the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah. Jonadab, the
son of Rechab, commanded his children and their posterity
neither to drink wine, nor to build houses, nor to sow seed,
nor to plant vineyards, but to dwell in tents from generation
to generation. The Rechabites obeyed his voice; and, at
the time of Jeremiah, had, for three hundred years, lived in
the manner which their ancestor enjoined. As a reward of
their filial obedience, the prophet Jeremiah was sent unto
the Rechabites with this remarkable message. Thus saith
Jenovan of Hosts, the God of Israel; Because ye have
obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your father, and kept
all his precepts, and done according to all that he hath com-
manded you; therefore thus saith JeHOVAH of Hosls, the
God of Israel, Jonadab the son of Rechab shall nol want a
man to stand before me for ever.

6. The example of Christ is a reason of the highest import
to compel the exercise of filial piety.

This wonderful person, notwithstanding his great and glo-
rious character and sublime destination, was the fairest
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specimen of obedience to parents ever seen in the present
world. Let children remember, that if they have not the
spirit of Christ, they are none of his. He was subject to his
parents, as a child of their family, until he was thirty years
of age; and forgot not, when he hung on the cross, to pro-
vide an effectual support and protection for his mother.
Let all children remember when they are weary of lahour
ing for their parents, that Christ laboured for his; when
they are impaticnt of their commands, that Christ cheer-
fully obeyed ; when they are reluctant to provide for their
parents, that Christ forgot himself, and provided for his
mother, amid the agonies of crucifixion. The affectionate
language of this divine example to_every child is, Go thou,
and do likewise.

SERMON CXI.

FIFTH COMMANDMENT.

DUTY OF PARENTS.

Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is
old he will not depart from it.—PRov. XXIiI. 6.

IN the preceding discourse I gave a brief account of the
duties of children. 1 shall now proceed to consider the
duties of parents. This also I must consider in a very sum-
mary manner, notwithstanding the copiousness and im-
portance of the subject.

In this passage of Scripture, parents are directed to {rain
up their children in the way in which they should go: and,
to encourage them to this duty, a promise is given, that
their children,fif trained in this way, will not depart from
it. The word train originally denotes, to draw along by a
reqular and steady course of exertions; and is hence very
naturally used to signify drawing from one action to ano-
ther, by persuasions, promises, and other efforts, continually
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repeated. In a loose and general sense therefore, it may
casily include all the duties of parents to their children.

The way in which a child should go, is undoubtedly the
way in which it is best for him to go, with respect both to
his temporal and eternal well-being.

These duties are customarily and justly distributed un-
der three heads ;

The maintenance ;

The education ; and,

The settlement ; of children.

The maintenance of children must unquestionably be such
as the circumstances of the parents will admit, consistently
with the dictates of prudence; and such as will secure com-
fort to their children. Their food and raiment, their em-
ployments and gratifications, ought to be all such, as to
promote their health. They are carefully to be nursed in
sickness, and guarded from danger. Their enjoyments of
every kind ought invariably to be innocent; reasonable in
their number and degree; evident testimonies of parental
wisdom, as well as of parental affection ; such as shall pre-
vent them from suffering unnecessary mortification; and
such as shall not flatter pride, foster avarice, or encourage
sloth or sensuality. They oughtalso to be such, as to place
them upon the same level with the children of other dis-
creet parents in similar circumstances.

The education of children involves their instruction and
government. i

The instruction of children includes,

The things which they are to be taught ; and,

The manner of teaching them.

The things which children are to be taught, may be dis-
tributed under the two heads of natural knowledge and
moral knowledge.

Natural knowledge includes,

1. Their learning.

By this I intend, every thing which they are to gain from
books ; whether it be learning appropriately so called, or
the knowledge of arts and sciences. Of this subject I ob-
- sexve generally, that, like the maintenance of children, it
must comport with the circumstances of the parents. Tt
ought also to be suited to the character; talents, and des-

VOL. V. H
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tination, of the child. But an acquaintance with reading,
writing, and arithmetic, is indispensably necessary to every
child. It isindispensable, that every child should read the
Scriptures; highly important, that he should read other re-
ligious books; and very useful, that he should enlarge his
mind by such diversified knowledge, as may render him be-
neficial to himself and to mankind.

2. Natural knowledge includes also, an acquaintance
with at least some one kind of useful business.

Ordinarily, this acquaintance can be gained only in the
practical manner ; that is, by placing the child, at an early
period of life, in the business which is to be learned. After
he has been instructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic,
which are indispensable to the advantageous prosecution
of every kind of business, he should be required to do the
very business in which he is to be educated.

There is no greater mistake on the part of rich parents,
than their neglect of educating their children to the thorough
knowledge of some useful business. It is often observed,
and generally felt, that such an education is unnecessary,
because their children are to inherit fortunes. The children
also feel, and are taught by their parents to feel, that such
an education is utterly unnecessary for themselves. Both,
at the same time, are but too apt to consider active employ-
ments, and even the knowledge necessary to direct them, as
humiliating and disgraceful to the children. These are
very great mistakes ; the dictates of pride and vanity, and
not of good sense. Were nothing but the present. prospe-
rity of children to be regarded; they ought invariably to be
educated in the knowledge of useful business. Almost all
the wealth in this country is in the hands of those who have
acquired it by their own industry: and almost all those
who inherit fortunes, dissipate them in early life; and spend
their remaining days in poverty and humiliation. Ignorance
of business ; and its consequences, idleness and profusion;
will easily, and in a short time, scatter any estate. A for-
tune is a pond, the waters of which will soon run out: well-
directed industry is a spring, whose streams are perennial.

Besides, the man, who pursues no useful business, is
without significance, and without reputation. The sound
common sense of mankind will never annex character to
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useless life. He who merely hangs as a burden on the
shoulders of his fellow-men; who adds nothing to the com-
mon stock of comfort, and merely spends his time in de-
vouring it; will invariably, as well as justly, be accounted
a public nuisance.

Beyond all this, every parent is bound, by his duty to
God and his children, to educate them to useful business,
in order to enable them to perform their own duty; to be-
come blessings both to themselves and mankind; and to
possess the rational enjoyments furnished by a lifeot’ in-
dustrious activity ; in their very nature incomprehensibly
superior to sloth and profusion.

Moral knowledge is all included, as well as enjeined, in
the Scriptures. 1t is also, in its own nature, either directly
or indirectly, all practical.

Knowledge of this kind is naturally distributed under the
following heads:

1. Piety.

To this head belongs reverence to God. Every child
should be taught, from the beginning, to fear that great and
glorious Being, to whom ke owes his existence, his bless-
ings, and his hopes. 'This knowledge is indispensable to
all rectitude of character. Asl have considered the gene-
ral nature of this subject in a former discourse ; 1 shall
only observe here, that nothing wiil, in an equal degrce, se-
cure a child from sin; strengthen him against the force of
temptation; or fix his feet immoveably in the path of righ-
teousness.

Inseparably connected with this subject is @ sense of ac-
countableness. Every child should know, as soon as be is ca-
pable of knowing, that heis a moral being in a state of pro-
bation for his conduct, in which he wiil be hereafter judged
and rewarded ; that God is an eyewituess to all his secret
and open conduct alike; and that every thing, which he
speaks, thinks, or docs, will be the foundation of his final
reward. Proper impressions of these two great subjects,
habitually made in the early periods of childhood, will influ-
ence the life more than any other considerations; will re-
vive, after they have been long thought to have been for-
gotten; and will prodnce happy effects, when all other
causes have lost their power.

H 2
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With the same care should children be accustomed to read
the Scriptures, whenever they have become able to read.
Here they will find these great subjects, as well as all others
of a similar nature, placed 1n the strongest light, and taught
in the most perfect manner: a manner svited to every
mind capable of understanding such subjects at all. Here
particularly facts and characters of a moral nature are ex-
hibited with a felicity altogether unrivalled. With both of
these, children are delighted; and fasten on both with that
peculiar earnestness which prevents them from being ever
obliterated. As they are presented in the Scriptures, they
are eminently entertaining to children; and, to a great ex-
tent, are set in so obvious a light, as to be easily under-
stood even by very young minds.

Every child should be taught also, that he is a sinner;
and, as such, exposed to the anger of God. The efficacy of
this instruction upon the early mind, is of the most desir-
ablenature. Nothing more successfully checks the growth
of pride; the most universal, the most pleasing, the most
operative, and the most mischievous, of all the human pas-
sions. Without this instruction also, all other religious
teaching will be in vain. He who is not conscious that he
is a sinner, will never take a single step towards salvation.
Happily, children very easily receive and admit this in-
struction. In the earlier periods of life, the conscienceis so
far unbiassed, and possesses so great power, as to induce
the heart, however reluctant in itself, regularly to acknow-
ledge the truth of this important doctrine.

As soon as it is practicable, every child should be con-
ducted to the knowledge of the Saviour. On the infinite im-
portance of this indispensable knowledge I need not here
dwell. Sauffice it to observe, that children will sooner im-
bibe this knowledge, than parents are usually aware ; and
that childhood is often the only importunity for obtaining it
which they ever enjoy. i

Finally, children should be carefully instructed in all the
external duties of piety. They should be effectually, as
well as unceasingly, taught to mention the name of God,
and every thing obviously related to this awful Being, with
profound reverence only; to observe the sabbath, from the
beginning to the end, with religious exactness; to be pre-
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sent punctiliously at the public worship of God, and to at-
tend to all the ordinances of it with reverence and care; (o
attend in the same manner upon family worship ; and in the
saine manner to perform, regularly, cvery morning and
every evening, the duly of secret prayer.

All these things should be explained to children in such
a manner, as to render their views of them just and ratio-
nal, and their practice of them evangelical, and not amere
matter of form.

2. Morality ; or the duties which respect our fellow-men.

Among these, truth should hold the first place. As I ex-
pect speedily to examine the nature and importance of this
subject, as well as most others which will be mentioned in
this discussion; it will be unnecessary to expatiate upon
them at present. It will be suflicient to say here, that a
profound and reverential regard to truth should be awak-
cned in the mind of a child, from the moment when he be-
gins to assert any thing ; that no variations from it, either
in jest or in earnest, should ever be permitted to pass
without animadversion; that its nature and importance
should be explained to the child, as soon as he is able to
understand them ; that resistance to falschood and preva-
rication should invariably be made unconditionally, and
without any abatement ; that this resistance should be made
in every hopeful manner, and to every necessary degree,
and should never cease, until the veracity of the child shall
be effectually secured: that every encouragement to vera-
city, which prudence can suggest, should be holden out to
him continually; and that arigid example of speaking truth,
and fulfilling promises, should be set before him by all
with whom he corresponds, especially by the parents and
the family, without any variation from it, either in reality
or appearance; that all seeming departures from it should
be carefully explained to him; and that he should be ob-
liged to fulfil all his promises, if not unlawful, however in-
convenient the fulfilment may be to the parents, or to him.

Justice, by which I intend commutative Justice, is a kin-
dred virtue o truth; and should be taught, from the same
period, with the same care. Every child should be taught
to pay all his debts, and to fulfil all his contracts, exactly
in the manner, completely in the value, and punctually at
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the time. Every child should be discouraged from the pro-
pensity to make bargains; so early, so strongly, and so uni-
versally visible. He should be discouraged also from
every wish to make what is called a good bargain; the
commen sotree of all cheating ; and should be taught, that
he is bound to render an equivalent for what he receives.
Every bargain, disadvantageous to himself, he should be
bound scrupulously to fulfil. Every thing which he has
borrowed, he should be obliged to return, uninjured, at the
time: and every thing belonging to others which he has
lost, he should be reguired to replace. In this manner he
will grow up to that sense of justice, without which it is
impossible for virtue to exist.

Morality, begun in ¢ruth, and advanced in justice, is
finished in kindness. 'The minds of children may be easily
rendered kind by a wise cultivation; and by the want of it,
will easily become unfeeling and cruel.  Children should be
taught, the first moment they are capable of being taught, a
lively tenderness for the feelings, the sufferings, and the hap-
piness, of all beings with whom they are conversant. The
emperor Domitian has proved, that cruelty, when it can-
not satiate itself on human misery, can be gratified even
with the death of flies. Every child should be invariably
instructed to exercise kindness towards animals, and to
shun cruelty even to an insect. The plundering of birds’
nests, and the capture of their young, is, in all ordinary
cases, notwithstanding it is so generally allowed, an em-
ployment fitted only to harden the heart, and prepare it to
be insensible to human sufferings. Still worse is the de-
plorable practice, extensively allowed also, of setting up
pouliry as a mark, to be destroyed by gradual torture.
Worse still is the practice, so widely and shamefully ex-
tended in some parts of this country, of cock-fighting ; abo-
minable for its cruelty, and detestable for its fraud. Chil-
dren should never injure animals without reproof solemnly
administercd, nor, as the cause may be, without punish-
ment. All their unkindness to each other, and all the un-
kindness ‘of others which falls within their knowledge.
should be strongly and unconditionally reprobated. = At the
same time, every instance of their spontaneous tendernest
and beneficence should be strongly commenced; and, as
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prudence may direct, followed by suitable rewards: while
every instance of cruelty should be treated with efficacious
discountenance and strenuous opposition; and should be
seen to awaken in the mind of the parent detestation and
horror. Among the exercises of kindness which are of
prime importance, one of the most difficult to learn is the
forgiveness of injuries. On this account it should be
taught early, unceasingly, and strenuously, with powerful
persuasion, and distinguishing rewards. An unforgiving
and revengeful spirit, on the contrary, should, however dif-
ficult and discouraging the task, be at all events broken
down ; and no attempt should be omitted, until this work
is effectually accomplished.

3. Self-government.

Children should, from the beginning, be taught to be in-
dustrious. 'The value of time should be explained to them,
as the means of all usefulness and enjoyment, of duty and
salvation. 'To enable them to employ it in the best man-
ner, they should be early accustomed to methodize it by
useful divisions ; allotting regularly one period to devotion,
another to business, and another to recreation. Their bu-
siness also should be methodized by subordinate divi-
sions: one period being regularly destined to one employ-
ment, and another to another. In this manner they will
soon see, that far more can be accomplished than by loose
and desultory efforts. Industry, naturally disagreeable,
may be rendered pleasing by address and habituation, ad-
vice and example. As this is the fountain, under God, of
all human attainments and enjoyinents; no exertions should
be left untried to establish it, at a very early date, in the
minds of children.

Upon industry in his child, every parent should graft eco-
nomy. To economy, the human mind is more reluctant,
than even to industry. 1In order to relish it, two great dif-
ficulties must be overcome. One is the powerful relish for
the gratifications, which occasion our expense. The other
is the constant, laborious attention, so necessary to the
practice of that branch of economy, which is employed in
preserving the various kinds of property. The latter of
these is usually the greater difliculty ; but -may, as well as
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the other, be overcome by long-continued, prudent, and un-
remitted exertion.

The children of the honest and industrious poor, and of
persons in moderate circumstances, are usually taught eco-
nomy from necessity ; in most instances, however, not so
thoroughly and happily as ought to be wished. The chil-
dren of opulent parents, and of the idle poor, are, to a great
extent, sadly neglected, as to this necessary part of their
education. The consequence is, that the children of the
one are kept poor, and the children of the other frequently
reduced to poverty. Economy is at least as necessary to
prosperity, even in a moderate degree, as industry itself.
Equally necessary is it to furnish us the power of doing
justice to others; safety from temptations to fraud, false-
hood, and innumerable other evils; support in sickness
and old age ; the education and comfortable settlement of
our families; and a host of other blessings. 1t is there-
fore an indispensable duty; and is made such by the ex-
ample and precept of our Saviour. When he had fed a
multitude by a creative act of his own, he directed his dis-
ciples to gather up the fragments, that nothing might be lost.
What was their duty, in such a case, is certainly the duty
of all men in all cascs: and, however it may be despised
by the proud and the prodigal, or however forgotten by
the thoughtless, will be found of incalculable importance
to their children.

At the same time, they should be carefully guarded
against all tendencies to covetousness, and to every other
exercise of a mean and narrow mind. Economy furnishes
us with the ability to perform generous acts. Meanness
prevents their existence; and destroys the spirit from
which they spring. Meanness also roots up, in whatever
form it may exist, all the tendencics to virtue; every stem
on which it may be hopefully grafted.

Another thing, which ought to be cultivated with great
care in the early minds of children, and which may be pro-
perly ranged under this head, is the exercise of the gentle
affections. ' Violent affections seem to he the chief preven-
tives of virtue, and its chief enemies. Gentle affections
are the best preparation for it; and the best friends to it
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which are furnished by human nature. All the affections
of virtue are ordinarily gentle; the most amiable ones
always. This is probably one powerful reason, why so
many more Christians are usually found in the female sex
than in ours; wviz. that the softness and sweetness of their
affections naturally coincide with religious impressions;
while the violence of ours naturally resists them. ;. Children
should regularly be checked and subdued in every ebulli-
tion of passion; particularly of pride and anger. Nor
' should they be less carefully opposed in the more unob-
served progress of avarice and ambition. The mischiefs
of all these, and of all otherinordinate, passions are known
and acknowledged by all men. It will be only necessary
to remark concerning them here, that, while they continue
in full strength, they absolutely forbid all access of re-
ligion, and fix the mind in immoveable hostility to the
divine pleasure. He who wishes his children to become
the subjects of piety, should make it a prime objectin their
cducation, to check all their inordinate passions with an
efficacy of resistance proportioned to the demands of each
case ; and should, with equal anxiety, teach them to check,
restrain, and subdue, themselves. Usually, this work may
in early childhood be casily done; but unhappily is too
often neglected. The passions in the mind, like weeds in
a garden, sufficiently tender and feeble at first, soon
strengthen themselves to such a degrec by rankness of
growth, that to subdue them becomes difficult, if not im-
possible.” Few persons have then sufficient resolution to
undertake the task: fewer have suflicient perseverance to
execute it. 'When begun in season, it is ordinarily attend-
ed with little difficulty.

Gentle affections should be encouragedin children by all
the means in our power. They should constantly witness
them in us. The exercise of them, in themselves, should
from time to time be commended ; the amiableness of them
explained and cnforced. Companions, possessed of such
-affections, should be sclected for them; and books, con-
taining persuasive examples and illustrations of this cha-
Tacter, should be put into their hands.

Intimately connected with this object is civility and
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sweetness of manners. Lord Chesterfield justly observes,
that such manners are directly required by our Saviour’s
practical exposition of the second great command of the
moral law: that we should do to others whatsoever we
would that they should do tous. All men love to be treated
with civility ; and are bound, therefore, by the law of God,
to exhibit such treatment to others. The Chinese pro-
verbially and justly observe, that aman without civility isa
man without common sense. Such manners are the proper
polish of that most beautiful of all diamonds, virtue; and
enable it to shine with its own peculiar lustre. They ren-
der the character lovely; increase exceedingly the power
of those who possess them, to do good; and secure to
them a thousand kind offices, to which coarse, rough, and
brutal men, are utterly strangers. Children, in order to
be taught such manners, beside being particularly instruct-
ed in their nature, should especially be accustomed to the
company of those from whom they may be successfully
copied.

There is scarcely a fault, to which children are prone,
which is more difficult to be prevented, than the émpru-
dence of the tongue. Passion prompts them to expressions
of rashness and violence : example, to profaneness; the love
of being listened to, to the betraying of secrets, the telling
of marvellous stories, the recitation of private history, and
the utterance of slander. In these and other similar ways
they often wound their own character, and the peace both
of themselves and their connexions. Every attempt of
every suchkind ought to be repelled at once, and effectually
crushed. Neglect here is countenance; inattention, en-
couragement. What then shall be said of parents, who
directly listen to their children while thus employed; and
in this manner solicit them to transgress? Few evils need
to be more steadily watched, or more powerfully resisted,
than this. A prudent and well-governed tongue is an in-
valuable possession ; whether we considerthe peace of the
possessor, the comfort of his family, or the quietness of his
neighbourhood. A busy-body in other men’s matters is
classed by St. Peter with murderers, thieves, and male-
Jactors.



$ER, CXL.] DUTY OF PARENTS. 107

Universally, children should be guarded, and taught to
guard themselves with the utmost care, against temptations.
They should be cautioned not to go, and restrained from
going, to places of cvil resort. They should be anxiously
prevented from the company of wicked children; and, as
inuch as may be, from that of all other persons, from whom
they will hear dangerous sentiments, or who will set before
them dangerous conduct. They should also be never
brought, when it can be avoided, into contact with danger-
ous and fascinating objects. From such objects, indeed,
and from such company, they cannot be entirely secluded,
in such a world as this. By watchful and faithtul parents,
however, much may be done ; it is impossible to say how
much: but probably so much, as, in ordinary cases at
least, perhaps in all, to secure the child from evil, to which
heis exposed. One important mean of security, never to be
forgotten, is an early, strong, and habitual impression of
their exposure to temptation, accompanied by explicit and
thorough information of the cvils which will certainly re-
sult from yielding to its influence. 'L'his will prove a safe-
guard to the child, when the parent cannot be present to
warn him of his danger.

1t will be remembered, that 1 originally proposed to
mention a partonly of those things which are to be taught
to children. Those which have been mentioned are, if I
mistake not, possessed of distinguished importance ; and’
will, I suppose, be acknowledged to claim a primary place
in parental instruction. I shall now proceed to consider
the manner in which they should be taught.

1. The instruction of children should be begun in very
early life.

Very young children are capable of learning many things
of incalculable importance to themselves. All parents ap-
pear to me to labour under serious mistakes with regard to
this subject; and begin to teach their children many things,
atleast at a later period, than that in which they would ad-
vantageously begin to receive them. The infant mind
opens faster than we are apt to be aware. This is the true
reason why very young children are almost always thought
peculiarly bright and promising. We customarily attribute
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this opinion to parental fondness: in some degree, per-
haps justly; but it arises extensively from the fact, that
the intellect of little children outruns in its progress our
utmost expectations: the goodness of God intending, I
suppose, to provide by this constitution of things the means
of receiving the instruction so indispensable to children
at that period. Of this advantage every parent should
carefully avail himself. At the same time he should re-
member, that this is the season for making lasting im-
pressions. The infant mind lays strong hold of every thing
which it is taught. Both its understanding and affections
are then unoccupied. The affections are then also re-
markably susceptible, tender, and vigorous. Every person
knows the peculiarly impressive power of novelty. Onthe
infant mind every thing is powerfully impressed, because
every thing is new. From these causes is derived that
remarkable fact so commonly observed, that early im-
pressions influence the character and the life beyond all
others; and remain strong and vivid after most others are
worn away.

From these remarks must be seen, with irresistible
evidcence, the immense importance of seizing this happy
period to make religious impressions on the minds of our
offspring. He who loses this season, is a husbandman
who wastes the spring in idleness and sows in midsum-
mer. How can such a man rationally expect a crop? To
the efforts of the parent at this period, the professed in-
structor is bound to add his own. 'The instructor, who in
a school, a college, or a university, does not employ the
opportunities which he enjoys of making religious im-
pressions on the minds of his pupils, neglects a prime part
of his duty ; and so far wraps his talent in a napkin, and
buries it in the earth.

2. Chlildren should be gradually instructed.

Knowledge plainly should be communicated in that pro-
gressive course in which the mind is most capable of re-
ceiving it. The first things which children attain, are
words and facts. To these succeed, after no great inter-
val, plain doctrines and precepts. As they advance in
years and understanding, they gradually comprehend, and
therefore relish, doctrines of a more complicated and dif-
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ficult nature. This order of things, being inwrought in the
constitution of the human mind, should be exactly followed.
When it is counteracted or forgotten, the task of instruction
will ever be difficult; and the progress of the pupil slow
and discouraging. A loose and general attention to this
great rule of instruction seems to have prevailed in most
enlightened countries, but a far less accurate onc than its
importance deserves.

Among the facts and doctrines suited to the carly mind,
none are imbibed with more readiness, or fastened upon
with more strength, thun the existence, presence, perfec-
tions, and providence, of God: the creation of all things by
his power ; its own accountableness to him; and the im-
mense importance of his favour, and therefore of acting
in such a manner as to obtain his approbation. Thesc
things then, together with such as are inseparably con-
nected with them, should without fail be always taught at
the dawn of the understanding.

8. The impressions which are useful to children should
be made continually.

Children, more than any other persons, nced line upon
line, and precept upon precept ; here a little, and there a
little. It is in no sense sufficient to have taught them
either truths or duties. The parent’s duty is then only
begun. He is not only to teach, but to inculcate ; to re-
call what has been forgotten ; to explain what has been
imperfectly apprehended; to rectify what has been mis-
understood, to illustrate what has been obscure; and to
enforce what has been unfelt. A few minds are indeed so
happily susceptible, as readily to understand, deeply to
feel, and permanently to retain, most of that which they
are taught. But such minds are rare and solitary. Al-
most all children demand and ought to receive instruction
in the manner here recommended.

4. Instruction should be communicated to children with
unwearied patience.

Christ, in this and many other respects, has left instruc-
tors a perfect example. Although his disciples were dull
of hearing, and slow of heart to believe ; although they had
many, and those often very unreasonable, prejudices ; his
patience was never lessened. He taught them in the gra-
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dual manner which I have recommended’; as, in his own
language, 'they are able to bear. He taught them also with-
out weariness, without fretfulness, without discouragement,
without reproaches, and without intermission. At times
indeed he reproved them, and with some degree of seve-
rity ; but always with tenderness and good-will.

In this manner should parents teach their children ; should
be patient with their ignorauce, their backwardness to re-
ceive instruction, their mistakes, their forgetfulness, the ne-
cessity of teaching them again and again, and the doubts
and difficulties which from time to time they suggest. In
all this, the parents should manifest not only quietness of
mind, but cheerfulness and willingness to repeat their
instructions.

5. Instructions should be given persuasively. .

Children are often discouraged from learning by being
compelled to this employment, and punished for not learn-
ing; by the gloomy countenance, morose temper, and
forbidding manners, of the instructor; by heing unrea-
sonably confined, and unreasonubly debarred from those
harmless gratifications, which are necessary to preserve
their health and spirits; and not unfrequently by the im-
position of harder tasks than they are able to perform.
If 1 supposed such persons to act understandingly; I
should believe that they intended to prevent children from
learning ; and that their measures were skilfully contrived
for this purpose. But to the end for which they are pro-
fessedly adopted, they could scarcely be fitted in a more
unhappy manner.

To most children learning may be made an alloring ob-
Jject. Pleasantness of disposition, affability, condescension,
serenity of countenance, and sweetness of manners, in the
instructor; engaging books, moderate tasks, reasonable
confinement to study, a proper allowance of recreation,
commendation kindly given when merited, and well-di-
rected rewards for improvement; are usually sufficient
persuasives to engage children in a spontaneous and plea-
surable course of learning. The instructor who will not
follow this course, must be very imperfectly fitted for his
employment.

6. Children should be taught by example.



]

SER. CXII.] DUTY OF PARENTS. 111

All men will admit, that the moral branches of education
can never be taught successfully without the aid of ex-
ample. Example has, in a great measure, the same in-
fluence on every other part of cducation. Children do
little beside émitating others. Parents who read, will have
reading children. Industrious parents will have indus-
trious children. Lying parents will have lying children.
Example, therefore, is of the highest possible consequence
in this important concern.

7. Children should be taught in such a manner, as to be
prompted unceasingly to the most vigorous exertion of their
own talents.

The human mind is not a mere vessel into which know-
ledge is to he poured. It is better compared to a bee, fed
during the first periods of its existence by the labours of
others; but intended, ere long, to lift its wings in the ac-
tive employment of collecting sweets from every field
within its reach. To such excursions, and to the accom-
plishment of such purposes, the mind should be early and
sedulously allured. This is the only way to give it energy
and strength. 'Without the active exercise of its powers,
neither body nor mind can acquire vigour. Without bodily
exertions, Goliath, six cubits high, would have heen only
a gigantic boy: without mental efforts, Newton would
have been merely an infant of days.

SERMON CXII.

FIFTH COMMANDMENT.
DUTY OF PARENTS.

Train up a child in the way he should go ; and when he is
old he will not depart from it.—PROV. XXIL 6.

IN the preceding discourse, I distributed the duties of pa-
rents under three heads ;
The maintenance,
The education, and
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The settlement, of children.

The education of children I proposed also to consider
under the two heads of

Instruction, and

Government. :

The first of these general heads, together with the former
division of the second, were examined in that discourse.
I shall now procced to make some observations on the re-
maining subjects proposed for discussion at that time.

The parental duty, which, according to the plan men-
tioned, next demands our attention, is, the government of
children. The observations which I shall make concern-
ing this subject will respect,

The nature,

The end, and,

The importance, of this government ; and

The manner in which it is to be administered.

Concerning the nature of parental government, its end,
and éfsimportance, my observations must be very summary.

The nature of all government is justly defined to be the
control of one being over the actions of another. This con-
trol in the hands of parents over their children is at once
the most absolute, perhaps, and clearly the most gentle and
indulgent, dominion which is exercised by mankind. 'The
parent’s will is the only law to the child; yet, being steadily
regulated by parental affection, is probably more moderate,
cquitable, and pleasing, to him, than any other human
government to any other subject. It resembles the divine
government more in its nature, and, when wisely adminis-
tered, inits efficacy, than any other. Correction, sometimes
esteemed the whole of it, is usually the least part; a part,
indispensable indeed, and sometimes efficacious, when all
others have failed. Beside correction it includes advice,
commendation, blame, reproof, rebuke, admonition, expos-
tulation, influence, restraint, confinement, rewards, the de-
privation of enjoyments, the infliction of disgrace, the denial
of favour, and various other things: each possessing pe-
culiar efficacy : and all of them efficacious, not only in them-
seives, but also by the variety of administration which
they furnish, and the relative power whichi they derive,
merely from the fact of succeeding each other.

P
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The end of parental government is undoubtedly the good
of children. 'The end of all government is the good of the
governed. Children are given to parents, not to be a con-
venience to them, but that ¢they may become blessings to
the children. In this way, and ordinarily in this alone, will
the children become blessings to the parents. Every parent
should fix in his mind a strong, habitual sense of this end.
The good to be accomplished for the child, should be the
object of inquiry in every administration of this nature.
The kind, the degree, and the continuance, of the punish-
ment, and the reward, should be all determined by i¢. Ina
word, it should absolutely govern all the conduct of the
parent towards the child.

The importance of parental government will demand
very few remarks; since no man will question it in earnest.
Every parent ought to remember, that his child is committed
to him ; that all his interests are putinto his hands ; and that
to train up his family for usefulness and for heaven, is or-
dinarily the chief duty which God requires him to perform;
the chief good which he can ever accomplish. If he neg-
lects this duty, he ought toexpect thatitwill be left undone;
for no other person will usually undertake it. If ke does
not accomplish this good, he ought to believe that it will
never be accomplished. On the contrary, the child will
be left to himself, to evil companions; to men whose busi-
ness it is to corrupt the young ; to unbridled lusts; to un-
restrained iniquity ; to Satan, and to ruin. He ought also-
to remember, that childhood is the seed-time for all good;
the season when every useful impression is most happily
made ; the time when almost all that which can be done
for the child, is to be done. He should remember, that the
encouragement is very great. Experience abundantly
proves, that well-governed children are almost always well
behaved ; and that almost all religious persons are of this
number. What experience declares, the Scriptures ratify.
The text, if not an absolute promise, is yet a glorious en-
couragement to this parental daty. In the mean time, the
peace and pleasantness of his family; the filial piety,
amiable conduct, and fair reputation, of his children;
furnish a rich hope, that he will in the end assemble around
him his little flock, and be able to say, with exultation and

VOL. IV, 1
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transport, Behold, here am I, and the children whom thou
hast given me.

The manner in which parental government ought to be
administered, demands a more extensive consideration.

The observations which I propose to make concerning
it, I shall arrange under the following heads.

1. The government of children should begin with the dawn
of their reason.

I have already applied this observation to parental in-
struction : it is still more forcibly applicable to parental
government. 'The habit of submission can never be effec-
tuated without difficulty, unless commenced at the begin-
ning. 'The first direction of the infant mind has been often
and justly compared to the first figure assumed by a twig,
which is ordinarily its figure during every subsequent
period of its growth. If children are taught effectually to
obey at first ; they will easily be induced to obey ever af-
terward. Almost all those who are disobedient, are such
as have been neglected in the beginning. The twig was
suffered to stiffen, before an attempt was made to bend it
into the proper shape. Then it resumed, as soon as the
pressure ceased, its former figure. If begun in season, the
task of securing filial obedience will usually be easy, and
the ohject effectually gained. If then neglected, it will be
attended by a multitude of difficulties, and discourage-
ments ; and its efficacy will be doubtful, if not fruitless.

2. Parental government should be administered with con-
stancy. .

The views manifested by the parent concerning the con-
duct of the child, should ever be-the same. His good con-
duct should be invariably approved; his bad conduct in-
variably disapproved. The measures of the parent also
should be universally of the same tenor. All proper en-
couragement should be regularly holden out to-obedience,
and all rational opposition be steadily made to disobedience.

The active superintendence of the child should be unre-
mitted. He should feel, that he is ever an object of parental
attention; ever secure, when his behaviour merits it, of
parental favour ; and ever conscious, that his faults will
expose him to frowns and censures. This unremitted con-
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sciousness of the child can never be produced, but by the
unremitted care and watchfulness of the parent. The Ro-
man maxim, Obsta principtis, Resist the beginnings of evil;
isin all cases replete with wisdom ; but is applicable to no
case perhaps with such force, as to those of children.
All their tendencies should be watched. Every commence-
ment of evil, every tendency towards it, should be observed
and resisted.

The efforts of parents in this employment should also
be unwearied. Discouragement and sloth are two prime evils
in the conduct of parental government. The parent, seeing
so many and so unceasing exertions necessary for the ac-
complishment of his purpose, usually feels, either earlicr
or later, as if it could never be accomplished ; and hence,
from mere discouragement, at firstrelaxes, and finally gives
over, his endeavours. Frequently also he becomes, after
a moderate number of trials, wearied of a duty which he
finds so burdensome ; and through mere indolence desists
from every strenuous attempt to discharge it. Such parents
ought to remember, that they are labouring for the salvation
of their children; that this mighty object is pre-eminently
committed to them ; and that these reasons for their negli-
gence will be unhappily alleged at the final day.

I have elsewhere compared the mind of a child to a rude
mass of silver in the hand of the silversmith. A single
stroke of the hammer, a hundred, or even a thousand,
change its form in a very imperfect degree ; and advance it
but little towards the figure and beauty of the vessel which
is intended. Were he to stop, nothing valuable would be
accomplished. A patient continuance of these seemingly
inefficacious efforts, however, will in the end produce the
proposed vessel in its proper form, and with the highest
elegance and perfection. With the same patience and
perseverance should parental exertions be made, when em-
ployed in forming the minds of children. Thus made, they
will usually find a similar issue. :

3. The government of children should be uniformly kind.

Parents not unfrequently administer discipline to their
children, because they feel themselves obliged to it by con-
science, or to gratify anger, or to retaliate some offence, or
to compel their children to accomplish some pleasure of

12



116 DUTY OF PARENTS. [SER. CXII.

their own. Whenever they act under the proper influence
of conscience, they are certainly so far to be commended.
But whenever they intend merely to unburden their con-
sciences, and feel, that this is done by merely punishing
their children, whether the punishment be wise, just, and
useful, or not; either their consciences must be very well
informed, or they must be very little inclined to satisfy their
demands. In the other threc cases the discipline is merely
selfish ; and partakes as little of the true nature of family
government, as that of a den of thieves. 'There are parents
who frankly but foolishly declare, that they cannot correct
their children, unless when they are in a passion. Sueh
parents I should advise never to correct them at all. Chil-
dren, even at an early age, usually understand the nature of
such government, and indeed almost always discern more
perfectly the nature of our improper conduct, than we
cither wish or suspect. He who thinks his child incapable
of understanding his open infirmities, will almost of course
be deceived. The government of passion, children will al-
ways perceive to be causeless, variable, weak, and sinful.
The parent who administers it, will be dreaded by them
indeed, but he will only be dreaded in the same manner as
a wild beast. He will neither be reverenced nor loved.
His commands, so far as they cannot be avoided without
danger, will be followed by obedience :—so far as they can,
they will be neglected. The obedience will be a mere eye-
service, and never spring from the heart. When the pa-
rent is absent therefore, the child will pursuc his own in-
clinations, and will generally counteract his parent’s plea-
sure whenever his own safety will permit. Such a govern-
ment prompts the wickedness of children ten times where
it restrains it once.

The government of retaliation is the government of re-
venge, and therefore not the government of a parent, but
that of an enemy. In this manner it will be regularly re-
garded by the child. Accordingly he will, as far as pos-
sible, prevent its effects by concealing his faults in every
way which his ingenuity or circumstances can suggest. In
pursuit of this object, he will practise every trick, and fetch,
and fraud, which his cunning can devise; and ultimately
utter every equivocation and every direct falsehood which
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the necessity of extricating himself may require. Norwill it
be long before he will consider his parent as one party and
himself as the other. He will then begin to retaliate in
turn. In this manner a controversy will be instituted, in
which it will be the business of each to provoke and injure
the other. The child will not indeed be able to meet his
antagonistin the openfield, but he will endeavour to supply
this defect by watching every opportunity to do mischief
secretly, and by making up in cunning what he wants in
power. A species of Indian hostilities will thus be carried
on by him, and frequently for such a length of time, as to
embitter the peace of the parent, and to ruin the character
of the child.

The government which is employed merely in making a
child subservient to the caprice and convenience of a parent,
is too obviously selfish and sordid ever to be misunder-
stood; and it needs only to be understood to be detested.
From parents certainly, if from any human beings, we look
for disinterestedness, especially in the management of their
children. But there are parents who regard their children
as hard masters regard their slaves; and value them, only
as they hope to derive profit from their labour, or con-
venience from their subserviency to their selfish wishes.
No words are necessary to shew, that such views, feelings,
and conduct, are contradictions to the parental character
and duties alike. Equally hostile are they to the good of
the child, and are calculated only to destroy all his tend-
encies towards becoming a useful man. Persons who act
in cither of these modes, have never set before his eyes the
true end of parental government, and have no conceptions
of the real nature of that great duty to which they have
been called by their Maker. A little attention to this sub-:
ject would convince them, that all their government is to be
administered under the controlling influence of kindness
only; kindness, directed solely to the good of their chil-
dren. They are indeed to reprove and to punish them,
but this is to be done only for their good, and neverto
gratify the resentment, nor to promote the selfish purposes,
of the parent. It is to be done because their faults are to
be repressed, and because these arc the proper means of’
repressing them ; because it is necessary that the children
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should be sober, discreet, virtuous, and useful; and be-
cause these are the proper means of preparing them to
become so. As such means only, is all discipline to be
used. In every other view, the nature of discipline is sub-
verted. Reproof becomes reproach, advice contumely,
and correction an assault. Instead of rendering the child
what he ought to be, the parent will, in this way, destroy
all the worth which he at present possesses, and prevent
that which he might acquire.

Among the modes of exhibiting kindness in governing
our children, calmness and moderation in reproving and
correcting are indispensable. He to whom this office falls
ought, more than in almost any other case, to be in perfect
possession of himself. Every thing which he does or says,
ought to prove that he is so. His countenance ought then
to be mild, his accent gentle, his words free from all un-
kindness, and his conduct such as to prove that he is com-
pelled to this unwelcome office by duty only.

‘With this spirit, parents will naturally be led not fo go-
vern their children too much. Like certain Mohammedans,
who estimate the degree of their devotion by the number
of prayers which they utter, some persons suppose their
duty of governing their children to be performed merito-
riously, merely because they reprove and punish their
children very often, and accordingly make it their business
to find fault with them from morning to night, and to punish
them from week to week. In this way, both reproof
and punishment lose all their power, and only serve (o
case-harden the child against his duty. Children are as
easily injured by too much government as by too little.
Children ought always to be watched with attention and
tenderness, but not to be harassed.

Another important office of kindness is, to administer re-
proof and punishment privately. Children sometimes com-
mit their faults before others when the parent is present;
and necessity may then demand that they should be re-
proved on the spot, and in the presence of those who wit-
ness the fault. Whenever this is not the case, it will, in
almost every instance, be desirable to administer the
proper discipline in private. In this case the child will
fecl that his character is saved, and will be solicitous, in



SER. CXII.] DUTY OF PARENTS. 119

future, to preserve his own character by good conduct.
He will feel also, that he is treated kindly, and will be
grateful for the kindness. His mind will be leit free for
the undivided exercise of veneration for his parent. 'The
parent at the same time will enjoy the best possible op-
portunity for reproving him freely, largely, pungently, and
solemnly ; without that embarrassment which will ncces-
sarily arise from the presence of others. In the presence
of others, the child will feel his pride wounded, his cha-
racter sacrificed, and himself disgraced ; and all this with-
out any visible nccessity. He will therefore be angry,
stubborn, pert; and, not improbably, disposed to repeat
his former faults,and to perpetrate others. These cmotions
and these designs, he will, not unnaturally, disclose to his
companions; and they, not less unnaturally, will enhance
and encourage them. Thus the whole force of the parental
administration will always be weakened, and most fre-
quently destroyed.

4. The government of children should always be accom-
panied by proofs of its reasonableness and equity.

Many parents err through foo much indulgence, and
many through too litéle. Both extremes are unhappy, as
well as unreasonable. Every child ought clearly to see,
that his parent’s censures are not unkind, and that his in-
dulgence is not foolish. To this end, he ought regularly,
as soon as his capacity will admit, to be taught the rea--
sons on which the conduect of his parent from time to time
is founded : not as a piece of respect to him which he may
demand, but as wisely-directed information, which will be
eminently useful to both parent and child. To the parent
it will be useful, by establishing his character in the eyes
of his child, as a ruler whose measures are all originated
and directed by solid reasons and sound wisdom, steady
equity and unfailing kindness: as a ruler, whose govern-
ment is to be reverenced, whose commands are to be
obeyed, and whose wishes are to be accorded with, from
their reasonableness as well as their authority, from the
benefit as well as the duty of obeying, and from the plea-
sure universally experienced in conforming to the will of
such a ruler. In' this case the parent is secured of the
obedience of the child when he is absent (as for the greater
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part of the time he must necessarily be), no less than when
he is present, and is assured also that his obedience will
be voluntary and exact, and on both these accounts de-
lightful. To the child this information will be highly ad-
vantageous, because it will early accustom him to obey
from the reasonableness of obedience, and will insensibly
lead him to examine, feel, and submit to, predominating
reasons ; not only in cases of filial duty, but in all others.
Thus he will habitually grow up to a general accordance
with the dictates of reason, and the representations of
conscience ; will sustain a far more elevated and desirable
character than a child governed by mere authority ; and
when absent, abroad, or arrived at the years of self-di-
rection, will be incomparably more safe. The family, in
this case, will exhibit the delightful spectacle of rational
beings, governed by rational beings ; and not the humiliating
one of slaves struggling under the domination of a master.

5. The government of children should be self-consistent.

Every parent ought to possess himself of a scheme of
governing his children before he commences the practice.
In this scheme the same things should be uniformly aimed
at; the same things required; and the same things prohi-
bited. The character of the parent also, as displayed in
the execution of this scheme, should invariably be the
same ; and that should be the character formed of reason
and principle only. In all the parent’s measures the child
should sec, uniformly and irresistibly, that the parent hates
vice above all things, and above all things loves virtue.
This hatred to vice and love to virtue, ought to appear to he
inwrought in the very constitution of the parent’s mind; to
be inseparable from his habitual views and feelings ; and
to be the first, the unvarying, and, as far as may be, the
only, movements of his soul with respect to these great

subjects. Of course, all his conduct ought to present the:

unquestionable proof which practice and cxample furnish,
that this is his real character.

In consequence of this consistency, children will uni-
formly expect the same parental opposition to their faults,
and the same countenance to their virtuous conduct. Few
motives will operate more powerfully than such expecta-
tions, either to persuade them to virtue, or to restrain them
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from sin. Fewer crimes will therefore be committed by
them ; and of course the parent will have fewer transgres-
sions to reprove or punish. In this manner, a great part of
the parent’s labour will be prevented ; and not a small part
of his pain. What remains to be done will be incompara-
bly more pleasant. His encouragement to proceed will
also be unspeakably greater. To sec the efficacy of our
endeavours, is the most animating of all earthly induce-
ments to continue them.

Besides, children will, in this case, regard their parents
with far more veneration than in any other. Consistency
of character is essential to all dignity. A changing man,
cven when not a faulty one, is almost necessarily regarded
as a trifler. A man, on the contrary, exhibiling uniform
views and principles, in a life uniformly directed by them,
governed and governing by the same rules, and anunchan-
ging regard to them, is always possessed of dignity; and,
when seen to be steadily opposed to sin and folly, and at-
tached to wisdom and virtue, is possessed of high dignity.
This character, seen in a parent, will invariably engage the
highest filial veneration.

When children become satisfied, that the restraints and
corrections which they experience from their parents,
spring only from a conviction that they are right and ne-
cessary ; their consciences will almost always acquiesce.,
‘What is remarkable, and would, were it not common, be
surprising ; they love the parent who administers them,
much more than him who neglects them. Between parental
government conducted in this manner, and that which is
passionate, desultory, and fraught with inconsistencies, the
difference can scarcely be calculated.

As a general conclusion of my observations concerning
the education of children, I add, that all the efforts of the
parent ought to be accompanied with daily prayer to God
Jor Ris blessing. 1t is the indispensable duty of mankind
to pray always with all prayer. Few, very few, are those
cmployments in human life, which so loudly call for the
faithful performance of this duty, as that which has heen
under discussion. "Wisdom, patience, faithfulness, kind-
ness, and constancy, are rarely demanded of man in any
concern, ecither so unceasingly, or in so great a degree, as
in this. All these qualifications arc indispensable to our
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success ; and we need them indispensably from the Father
of lights, who alone can furnish these and all other: good
gifts. 1If we possessed them all, we should equally need
his blessings to give an efficacious and happy issue to our
exertions. Both the qualifications and the blessings, then,
are to be asked of God, who giveth liberally unto all; and
who hath assured us, that every one who asketh shall receive.
The parent who educates his children with the greatest
care, and yet fails to invoke the blessing of God upon his
labours, has done but half his duty; and is entitled to no
promise of success.

I11. I shall now make a few observations concerning the
settlement of children.

The parent’s duty with respect to this subject will be
principally concerned with the following things.

1. The choice of that business in which he is to spend
principally his life.

In selecting this object, a parent is bound to regard the
state of his own circumstances; the reasonable expecta-
tions of his child; his talents; his inelinations; the proba-
bility of his obtairing a competent subsistence ; the pros-
pect of his usefulness; and the security of his virtue. It
will be easily seen that these are discretionary things, to be
judged of as well as we are able, and reducible to no pre-
cise general rule. Where children are not peculiarly for-
ward, and parents not peculiarly prejudiced, the advantage
of the child will, in ordinary cases, be sufficiently consulted.
The principal difficuity here will usually be, to determine
how far regard is to be had to his inclinations. A degree
of indulgence is always to be given them. When they di-
rect to a prudent and profitable employment, there can be
no controversy ; nor when they direct to a dangerous one.
All the real perplexity will spring from cases of a doubtful
nature. Here the child’s inclinations are supposed to lean
one way, and the judgment of the parent another. If the
parent apprehends the bias of the child to be invincible, it
will be both prudent and right to yield to his inclinations ;
if not, he may lawfully require the child to make an experi-
ment of the business which ke has preferred. The child is
then bound to submit quietly to the choice of the parent;
and to endcavour faithfully to subdue his own opposing
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inclinations. If after a fair trial he finds them unconquer-
able, the parent is, in my view, bound to yield the contested
point. The happiness of the child ought here to be the
commanding object; and no child can be happy, who is
prevented from following the business which he loves, and
compelled to pursue that which he hates.

Universally, the parent’s duty demands of him to place
his child, so far as the case will permit, in that employment
which upon the whole is best; which will probably be most
productive of his comfort, reputation, usefulness, and piety.
To some children, on account of their peculiar dispositions,
certain employments are sufficiently safe, which for others
are to be regarded as eminently dangerous. The business
in which children are to be placed, when they are exposed
by their dispositions to peculiar temptations, should, as far
as may be, always be such as to counteract their disposi-
tions. The employments which awaken a moderate ambi-
tion, and a moderate desire of wealth and pleasure, and
which yet disappoint no reasonable expectations of chil-
dren, are usually preferable to all others. Those of a con-
trary nature, and those particularly which are expected to
produce sudden opulence and speedy aggrandizement, or
which conduct to voluptuousness, are fraught with infinite
danger and mischief. They that will be rich, or great, or
voluptuous, fall into temptation, and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts, that drown men in destruc-
tion and perdition. The love of these things is the root of
all evil ; and those who covet after them, pierce themselves
through with many sorrows. Most parents wish these things
for their children ; but they know not what spirit they are
of. Most parents also wish their sons to be geniuses, and
their daughters to be beauties. How unfounded, how self-
deceiving, are all these desires! I do not deny, that many
men of high office and of great wealth, men who have pos-
sessed in abundance all those which are called the enjoy-
ments of life, have been pious; and, so far as this world
permits, happy. I do not deny, that such has been the
character and state of many men remarkable for their ta-
lents, and of many women distinguished for their beauty.
I do not deny, that all these things arc, in their natare, to
be regarded as blessings; or that they sometimes are ac-
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tually blessings. But to most of mankind they are plainly
curses; and probably to all who ardently desire them.
What a melancholy history would the whole history be of
beauties, geniuses, and men in high office, of great wealth,
and determined sensuality!

2. Marriage.

With respect to this subject, children arc usually go-
verned by inclination only, or chiefly: their parents some-
times by judgment; sometimes by avarice ; somctimes by
ambition; sometimes by hatred to the family or person
with whom the child is intended to be connected ; and some-
times by favouritism for other persons, or families. The
parent ought to be influenced by his unbiassed judgment
only. By every thing clse he will, without suspecting it,
be deceived: and sometimes, in a degree which can neither
be forescen mnor limited, render both himself and his child
unhappy through life.

Parents can never lawfully compel their children to
marry persons who arcobjects of their dislike ; noruscatall
for such a purpose that influence, or those persuasives,
which operate upon tender and susceptible minds as the
worst kind of compulsion. The reasons are plain. The
child would be made miserable; and could not, in any
event, without a prevarication of the same nature with per-
jury, take upon himself the marriage vows. But during the
minority of his children, he may be required, by indispen-
sable duty, to restrain them from marrying in certain cases.
This however is an extreme exercise of authority; and
should take place only where the cases are extreme; cases,
for example, in which the intended partner is an infidel ; or
grossly vicious; or of a family scandalous for vice; or in
some other case of a similar importance. In all inferior
cases, the parent’s duty is, in my view, confined to informa-
tion; to persuasion, kindly and reasonably conducted ; and
to such delays of the intended connexion, as will furnish
opportunity to give these dissuasives their full operation.
In these cases, children are bound to listen with the utmost
willingness and impartiality to the parent’s reasons; and
deeply to feel and to respect his pleasure. If the reasons
are solid ; they ought to be influenced by their whole force ;
and, as far as may be, to overcome their own inclinations:
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remembering, that, although their own happiness is the first
thing to be regarded in forming such a connexion, that of
their parents is the second ; and that parental opposition to
their wishes can rarely aim at any thing but their own good.
‘When children have used all reasonable expedients to bend
their inclinations to the wishes of their parents, and are yet
unable to subdue them, their noncompliance can lawfully
neither be punished nor resented.

3. Assistance towards acquiring a competent living.

When children commence their settlement in life, they
often need assistance, at least as much as in earlier pe-
riods. This assistance is however principally confined to
two articles; giving advice, and furnishing pecuniary aid.
All parents perhaps are sufficiently willing to give advice;
and most, 1 believe, are willing to befriend their children
with pecuniary assistance, in such a degree, as is not felt
to be inconvenient themselves. Therc are those however
who impart sparingly enough; and there are others still
who are disposed to give little or nothing. Avarice some-
times influences the parent’s conduct in this respect; and
oftener, I believe, a reluctance to lessen the heap which we
have been long gathering; and oftener still the wound
which pride feels at being thought to possess less wealth,
than the utmost of what we have amassed. 'These are al-
ways wretched reasons; and, in this case, reasons for
wretched conduct. A child, when setting out in the world,
finds himself surrounded by a multitude of difficulties ; to
struggle with which he must be very imperfectly prepared.
Inexperienced alone, suddenly plunged into many perplex-
ities, and unacquainted with the means of relieving them-
selves, children are often distressed, discouraged,and some-
times broken down; when the helping hand of a parent
‘would, with no real inconvenience to himself, raise them to
hope, resolution, and comfort. That parents, so situated,are
bound by plain duty to assist their children in these cir-
cumstances can need no proof. He who will not thus re-
lieve the offspring of his own bowels, even at the expense
of being thought rich, or of being actually less rich, deserves
not the name of a parent; and ought to be ashamed to shew
his face among those who do. For my own part, I can-
not conceive that a man, who will not deny himself a little
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to befriend his own children, can have ever compassed
the self-denial of forgiving his enemies; nor understand
how he can possess sufficient confidence to stand up in
morning and evening worship at the head of his family,
and say, in his own name and theirs, Our Father, who art
in heaven.

SERMON CXIII.
FIFTH COMMANDMEN T.

DUTY OF RULERS.

Honour thy father and thy mother; that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.
—ExoDp. xX. 12.

BrESIDE the direct import of this precept, it has been ge-

nerally and justly considered as by a very obvious ana-

logy including those duties which are reciprocally to be
rendered by men in various other relations; particu-
larly those of superiors and inferiors, whatever may be
the bias of their relative characters. To an examina-
tion of all these duties it might fairly lead. I shall how-
ever make it my guide to the investigation of one class
of them only: viz. the duties of magistrates and subjects.
The relations of magistrate and subject are so obviously
analogous to those of parents and children, that magis-
trates have been often styled the fathers of their people ; and
their people often called their children. No language of
commendation is with more frequency, or with more em-
phasis, applied to a prince distinguished for his wisdom,
justice, and benevolence, than that he was a father to his
subjects. In this manner mankind have acknowledged the
similarity of these relations ; and from a similarity of rela-
tions, every man knows, must arise a similarity of duties.

Accordingly the duty to magistrates is enjoined in the very

same terms as that which is owed to parents.
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Fear God, says St. Peter; honour the king. 'We are also
directed by St. Paul to render reverence, honour, custom, and
tribute, to the several orders of magistracy, as from time to
time they are due.

It is my design in this discourse to state, in a summary
manner, the nature of ciil government ; and the respective
duties of rulers and subjects. 'This I shall do without even
a remote reference either to the past or present state of
our own government. I never preached what is commonly
called a political sermon on the sabbath in my life : and
I shall not begin now; although to preach such sermons is
unquestionably the right, and in certain cases as unques-
tionably the duty, of every minister of the gospel. All that
I shall attempt to perform is, to exhibit some of the pri-
mary principles and duties which pertain to government
as a branch of moral science. The knowledge of these is
in some degree necessary to every man, who wishes to dis-
charge either the duties of a ruler, or those of a subject.

The foundation of all government is undoubtedly the will
of Ged. Government, since the days of Mr. Locke, has
been extensively supposed ¢o be founded in the social com-
pact. No opinion is more groundless than this. The great
man whom I have mentioned was probablyled to adopt it
from his zeal to oppose the ridiculous whims of sir Ro-
bert Filmer ; who taught, that kingshad « divine hereditary
right to their thrones, by virtue of the original gift of uni- -
versal dominion to Adam. In opposing this monstrous ab-
sardity, Mr. Locke fell into another not a whit more ratio-
nal or defensible. This doctrine supposes, that mankind
were originally without any government ; and thatin an abso-
lute state of nature they voluntarily came together, for the
purpose of constituting a body politic, creating rulers, pre.
scribing their functions, and makiag laws directing their
own civil duties. Tt supposes, that they entered into grave
and philosophic deliberations ; individually consented to
be bound by the will of the majority; and cheerfully gave
up the wild life of savage liberty, for restraints which, how-
ever necessary and useful, no savage could ever brook even
fora day. Antecedently to such an assembly, and its de-
cisions, this doctrine supposes, that men have no civil rights,
obligations, or duties, and of course, that those who do not
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consent to be bound by such a compact, are now not’ the
subjects of either : such a compact, in the apprehension of
the abettors of this doctrine, being that, which creates all
the civil rights, obligations, and duties, of man.

The absurdities of this doctrine are endless. He who
knows any thing of the nature of savages, knows perfectly,
that no savage was ever capable of forming such a design ;
and that civilized life is indispensably necessary to the very
perception of the things presupposed by this doctrine, and
absolutely prerequisite to the very existence of such an
assembly. Every one acquainted at all with savages,
knows equally well, that, if they were capable of all this
comprehension, nothing skort of omnipotence could persuade
them to embrace such a scheme of conduct. There is nothing
which a savage hates more than the restraints of civilized
life; nothing which he despises more, than the civilized
character, its refinements, its improvements, nay, its very
enjoyments. To have formed such an assembly, or even
to have proposed such a system, men must have already
been long governed and civilized.

At the same time, there is no fact more clearly evinced
by the history of man, than that such a compact never ex-
isted. 'This even the abettors of it are obliged to confess;
and this cuts up the doctrine by the roots. For, if the so-
cial compact was not a fact, it is nothing.

But it is alleged, that, although this compact was never an
express one, it may still be fairly considered as a tacit and
implied compact. To the very existence of a compact itis
indispensable, that the contracting party should be conscious
that the subject of the compact is proposed to him for his
deliberation, choice, and consent; and that he does actually
deliberate, choose, and consent. But there is not even the
shadow of a pretence, that any man, considering himself as
being in a state of nature, and subject to no civil govern-
ment, was ever conscious of being invited to become a
party to such a compact, and of having this question ever
proposed to him for such deliberation, or such consent.
There is therefore as little foundation for the supposition
of a tacit, as for that of an express, social compact.

It is farther alleged, that this scheme, although confessedly
tmaginary, may yet be advantageously employed to illus-
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trate the nature of civil government. In answer to this al-
legation, 1 shall only observe, that the philosopher, who be-
lieves falsehood to be necessary or useful to the illustration
of truth, must be very hardly driven by his own weakness,
or by the erroneousness of his system.

If it were indeed true that government is thus foundcd,
then these fatal consequences would follow.

Every despotism on earth must stand as long as the world
continues. Every subject of despotic power is by this doc-
trine supposed to promise his obedience to it; and no man
can ever withdraw himself from the obligation of his own
promise. A new government can neverupon this scheme be
substituted for a former, but by the choice of the majority
of those who are subject to it: and, as men come into the
world, there never can be in any country a majority of in-
habitants, who have not already promised obedience to the
existing government. A minority, therefore, must always
comprise the whole number of those who can lawfully act
in the business of modelling the government anew. Nor
could even these act in concert without being guilty of re-
bellion. Nor could those who had already promised obe-
dience be released from their promise. If therefore anew
government were to be constituted, there must be two sets
of inhabitants every where intermingled thronghout such a
country, and obeying two distinct and hostile governments.

If any man, in any country, declines his consent to the
compact, ke is under no obligation to obey the existing go-.
vernment. Personal consent, according to this scheme, is
all that constitutes such obligation. Such a man may,
therefore, fix himself in a state of nature. If he attacks
others indeed, they may attack him in turn; bat the govern-
ment cannot lawfully meddle with him, nor with his con-
cerns.

If the ruler should violate any, even the least, part of his
own engagements, then the subjects are released from their
engagements: and, of course, from all obligation to obey the
laws. 1In other words, from the least violation of the ruler’s
engagements, a state of anarchy lawfully and necessarily
ensues.  If the subjects pass by such violation in silence,
their consent to it is equally implied with their supposed
original compact. Of course, the ruler may lawfully com-
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mit the same violation again as often as he pleases; nor
can the subjects lawfully complain, because they have con-
sented to it in the same manner as to the pre-existing go-
vernment. Every such violation therefore, which is not
openly resisted, is finally sanctioned.

On the other hand, if a subject violate any of his engage-
ments, however small, the ruler may lawfully make him an
outlaw ; and deprive him of every privilege which he holds
as a citizen.

A foreigner, passing through such a country, can be
under no obligation to obey its laws; and, if he does any
thing which may be construed as an outrage, must either be
suffered to do it with impunity, or must be attacked by pri-
vate violence. Such attacks, a few times repeated, would
convert any people into a horde of robbers.

No man could, in such a government, be punished with
death, however enormous might be his crimes ; because no
man cver thought of making, or has any right to make, a
surrender of his own life into the hands of others.

All these, and a multitude of other, deplorable conse-
quences follow, irresistibly follow, from the doctrine that
government is founded ou the social compact.

Government, as I have already remarked, is founded in
the will of God. The evidence of this position is complete.
'That God made mankind in order to make them happy, if
they themselves will consent to be so, cannot bhe questioned.
As little can it be questioned, that government is indispen-
sable to their happiness, and to all the human means of it}
to the safety of life, liberty, and property; to peace; to
order; to useful knowledge; to morals; and to religion.
Nay, it is necessary to the very existence of any consider-
able numbers of mankind. A country without government
would speedily, for want of those means of subsistence and
comfort to the existence of which it is indispensable, be-
came an Arabian desert; and that, however fruitful its soil,
or salubrious its climate. Mankind have never yet been
able to exist for any length of time in a state of anarchy.
What reason so completely evinces, the Scriptures decide
in the most peremptory manner. The powers that be, says
St. Paul, are ordained of God: in other words, government
is an ordinance of God. ; 3 Pgiro
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It is not here to be intended, that God has ordained a
given form of government. This he has never done, ex-
cept in a single instance. He gave the Israelites a system,
substantially of the republican form. This fact may per-
haps atford a presumption in favour of such a form, wher-
ever it is capable of existing, but can do nothing more.
Nothing more is here intended, than that God has willed
the existence of government itself. He has undoubtedly left
it to nations to institute such modes of it, whenever this
is in their power, as should best suit their own state of
society.

As God willed the existence of government for the hap-
piness of mankind ; it is unanswerably certain, that every
government is agreeable to his will just so far asit promotes
that happiness; that that government which promotes it
most, is most agreeable to his will; and that that govern-
ment which opposes human happiness, is equally opposed
to his will. From these undeniable principles, both rulers
and subjects may easily learn most of their own duty.
Whatever is conformed to them, is right; whatever is con-
trary to them, is wrong of course. 'This, it will be remem-
bered, is the dictate both of common sense, and of the
Scriptures.

Every ruleris accordingly bound to remember, that he is
raised ta the chair of magistracy solely for the good of those
whom he governs. His own good he is to find in the con-
sciousness of having promoted that of others; and in the
support, affection, and respect, which they render, and are
bound to render, him for discharging this important duty.
There is no greater mistake, there is no more antiscriptural
or contemptible absurdity, than the doctrine of millions
made for one; of a ruler raised to the chair of magistracy,
to gavern for himself; to receive homage; to rollin splen-
dour; to riot in luxary ; to gratify pride, power, and am-
bition, at the expense of the toils and sufferings of his fel-
low-nien. Such a ruler is only a public robber. Every
man in office, however elevated, is <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>