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TO THE READER.

THAT Preparation for Christ is neces-
sary; before the soul can be united to him by
faith, is an undoubted truth. He came not to
call the rightéous, but sinners to repentance.
Men must be convinced of their being sinners,
or they will not be in bitterness for it: sin
must be bitter to them, or they will not for-
. sake it.  As long as they love their sins, it iy
impossible that they should believe on Christ.
John v. 44. Nor will they come to Christ for
righteousness and life, except they have an
lumbling sense of their own unrighteousness,

Rom. x. 5. ‘These are truths which canngr

be denied. But whether there is any prepa-
ratory werk, which is saving before faith, has
been controverted among divines. My learn-
ed tutor, (whom for honor’s sake I mention)
Mr. NorTon, (once a famous teacher in Bos -
ton) in his Orthodox Evangelist,* has elubo-
rately proved the negative, with whom the
worthy author of the ensuing discourse dous
concur, It has beenan error (and a tyrannical
one) in some preachers, that they have made
their own particular experiences a standud

* Chap. 8.



W TO THE READER.

for all others, When as God is pleased to

use a great variety in bringing his cfcct home

to Christ, although conversion as to the sub.

stance of it, is the same in all, that are brought

into a state of salvation. Some have experi-

enced such terrors, and distress of conscience,

as others have not been acquainted with, who
nevertheless are trug believers on Christ. To
that question, What measure of preparatory
work is necessary to conversion ? Mr. Nor-
ToN¥ answers judiciously, As the greatest
Mneasure has no necessary connexion with sal-
vation, so the least measure puts the soul into
a preparatory capacity, or ministerial next
disposition to the recetving of Christ. There
i not the like degree of humiliation in all those
that are converted, for some frel a greater
measure of trouble, others a lesscr, but all that
are truly converted, are humbled. . Nor can it
be determined how long a man must be held
under frars and terrors, belore he is truly econ-
verted. To affirm, that men must be so many
vears or months under a spirit of bondage,
before they can believe on ghrist, is contrary
to the experience of many pious souls, and to
the scriptures.  ‘The preparatory work of the
converts mentioned in the sacred writings, was
rot of long continuance. That super-eminent
divine, Dr. THoMas GoopwiN,} observes,
That @ man may be held too long under John

* Orthod, Evang. p. 160, 161.
+ 1a his Preface before Mr., Hooxza of Prepanaticn.
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o1

Baptist’s water, and that some have urged too
far, and insisted too much on that, as prepa-
ratory, which includes the beginning of "true
faith. Such authors as have asserted, that
men cannot-be sincere converts, except thev
have been some considerable time under greut
legal terrors, have caused groundless fears and
perplexity in the minds of many.graciops
souls, for the relief of whomn, Reverend Mr.
F1r M1~ published an excellent book, entitled,
The Real Christian. Very often the childrcu
of godly parents, who have had a religious
education, and been kept from all scandalous
sins, that wound and waste the conscience,
have been favored with an easy, as well as with
an early conversion : the seed of grace has-
sprung up in their hearts, they know not how,
Mat. iv. 27. So as that, although they can say,
s the blind man restored to his sight did,
One thing I know, that whereas I ‘was blind,
now I see, yet the particular time they cannot’
2ccount for. It is (says.Mr. NorTon*) our
duty to bless God, that we are converted, and
Yot groundlessly to afflict -ourselves about the
bme of our conversion. And he cites Mr.
kM BLE, whose words are, 70 tell the month,
gl{zg,’ or hour, wherein they were converted, is
in miost converts impossible ; in all, of exceed-
(g difficult observation ; though I deny not,
but the time may be in some, of sensible mark.

N

® Ubisupra: p. 163,



vi . TO THE READER.

That eminent man of God,. Mr. BAxTER,*
relates, that he was once at 2 meeting of many -
Christians, as eminent for holiness, as most in
the land, of whom divers- were ‘fministers of-
great fame, and it was desired that cvery one*
of them would give an account of 'the time =
and manner of his conversion, and there was
but one of them all, that could do it~ And, -
_ (says:he) I aver from my heart, that I neither
- know the day, nor the year; when I began to -
be sincere. Nevertheless, for the most part, °
the)'r, that have been great sinners, are not cori-'!
verted without dreadful terrors'of conscience.:!
Our great Hooxker (of whom Dr. Goopwin *
says, that if any man, in this age, came-in the !
spirit of John Baptist, HooxEr was the man}
his Doctrinet will be found a sad truth, viz. *
That as for gross, and scandalous sinners, God -
usually exercises them with heavy breakings of ™
heart, before they are brought to Christ. Espe-
cially it is so, if the Lord intends to make use
of them in great services for his name. Seul
(afterwards Paul) had a terrible conversion,
although he was not long in the pangs in the -
new-birth. ‘The like has not been noted of -
Luther. Famous Mr. Rocers,} of Dedham,
had been very extravagant in his youth. Mr.
RicnarpRocrrs,of Weathersfield, who was™
< his kinsman, helped to maintain him- at the °
University, where he sold his books, and spent

A .
. f* Of Infant Raptism, p. 129, and 133. + Scrmons on Aets ii. 37.
} See Kir. Firmin's Real Chiristian. ’
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the money, so that his kinsman and patron
would have utterly cast him off, had not the"
entreaties of a near relation prevailed with him,
to try him once again. When he saw whata-
wonderful change converting grace had made
on his young kinsman, he would often say, I
will never despair of a man for JoaNRogERs’s -
sake.. God designed, that this very ungodly.
youth, should be made a great instrument of
glory to his name, and of good to many of his.
elect. He was bruised to no purpose under
the hand of the Almighty. Great were the
terrors of his soul for some time, when he
would gct alone under bushes in. the field, -
praying, and crying to God for mercy. When
he was converted, it is thought he was-an in-.
strument of converting more souls, than any
one minister in England. He was inspired
with an extraordinary zeal; had a way of de-.
livering himself in his Sermons, which inany
other man would have been ridiculous, but in
him was very becoming, and awful; which
made Bishop BrowN1nG say to Mr. Warbp,,
Jouw RocErs will do moere with his wild note
than we shall do with all our set music. . But
this is God’s usual method, with such of his
elect, as have fallen into great sins ; he brings
them home by great terrors. For the confir.
mation of this, if, might have instanced in Mr.
BovrTtoN, whose excellent books have made
him famous in the Church of God. Before
_ his conversion hLe was very wicked. He loved
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stage-plays, cards and dice; was an horrible
swearer, Sabbath-breaker, a boon companion,
that neither loved God, nor good wmen; he
hated puritanical preaching. .Hearing the fame
of Mr. PErxins, he went to Cambridge to
hear him preach, and having heard him, said,
he was a barren empty fellow, and a passing
mean scholar. 'This man, after his conversion,’
. was an eminent saint, and a successful Minis-.
‘ter of Jesus Christ. But the manner of his’
conversion was terrible. His sins were so,
heavy upon him, that he roared for anguish
of heart, would sometimes rise out of bed in’
the night for very anguish of spirit; and to’
‘augment his- misery, he was afflicted with
grievous temptations, horribilia de Deo, terri-
bilia de fide. ‘These heart-piercing sorrows
continutd for many months. They issued in
a sound converston. : o
. There have been some, who have maintain-
ed, ihat a man is nat sufficiently prepared for
Christ, except he be brought to that pass, as.
out of respect to the will and glory of God, to
he content to be damned eternally. An bhorrid,
assertion, justly disclaimed by the author of
this discourse, and refuted by the Orthodox;,
Evangelist* yet there are some unhappy pas-.-
sages of that nature, in a book of Aumiliation,
which goes under Mr. HooxxR’s name, by
which, incredible wrong has heen done to that
great author. It may be, it will be to the satis-

*-Chp. vii. pl. 451,
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v TO THE READER. x

faction of some readers, to see what Dr.
Goopwin has written concerning Mr. Hoox-
ER’s books, about preparation for Chvist, who,
in his Epistle prefixed to Mr. Hooxer’s Ser-
ifions on Acts ii. 37. has these words: There
has been published long since many parts, and
pieces of this author, upon this argument, ser-
mon-wise, preached by him here in England,
yet having been taken by an unskilful hand,
upon his recess into these remoter parts of the
world, was bold, without his privity or consciit,
to print and publish them (one of the greatest
injuries that can be done to any man ) it came
to pass his genuine meaning, and this in points
. of so high a nature ; and in some things diffe-
~ rent from the common opinion, was diverted in
those printed Sermons, faom the fair, and clear
draught of his own notions and intentions, be-
cause so utterly deformed, and misrepresented
in multitudes of passages, and in the rest, but
imperfectly and crudely set fort/:. ‘That which
the Doctor says is a sufficient vindication of
the renowned name of Mr. Hook Er, from the
reflections cast upon him on the account of
some rude expressions in those books pre-
.tended to be his, which were never printed
with his allowance. The like is to be said
with reference to some passages in Mr. Sueer-
"ARD’s Sincere Convert, which have occasion-
ed great disquictment in some godly minds,
and made them "afraid to believe on Christ,
 when deeply sensible of their misery without

3
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him. Concerning which beok Mr.SnerarD,
in a letter to Mr. FirmIn, dated December
27, 1647,* expresses himself thus : Zhat
which is called the Sincere Convert, 7 have not
the baok ; I once saw it, it was a collectioA%
such notes in a dark town in England, which
one procuring of me, published them without my.
will or privity ; nor do I like to sceit. He
that published it, confesseth it came out ultered
Jrom what was first written. ‘
it 15 usual with new converts to be molested.
with fears lest they have committed the sin
against the Holy Ghost., I am far from being
of Dr. T1LLoTsoN’s opinion, who supposeth,
that ncne in those days are, or-can be guilty.
of that sin, nor any besides those, who were
eye-witnesses_of the miracles wrought by our’
Saviour Christ. I rather concur with Dr.\’
Corrincs, whose words are, Give me leavey
to speak my fears. I profess they ave my
thoughts, that we live in an age as full of per-.
sons, that have sinned that sin, that sholl ncver
be forgiven, as any age ever was, since our
Lord was on the earth. Are there not many
inour days, who, having been once enligliten.
ed, have not only sinned.against the light ‘of
their education, but are beconie malignant
haters of those holy truths, and ways of God,
in which they weie initiated, and malicious
persecutors of all such, as profess the true and
pure gospel 2 Do not such sin wiliully after

* See thie Real Chifstian, p. 814. Disc:ivurse of Prcvidence, p. 550+
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TO THE READER Xi

they have recexvcd the knowledge of the truth?
And have they not done despite to the Spirit
of Grace ? As for such as are troublrd with
groundless fears of their having been guilty
of that sin, the Reverend author of the dis-
course emitted hirewith, has therein offered
that, ‘which may ease and satisfy their disqui-
eted consciences. Mr.BaxTzz notwithstand-
ing the dispute which had been between him
and Mr. TouBs about Pado-Baptism, after
that wrote a Commendatory Epistle before a
learned book of Mr. TouBs’s against the Pa-
pists. A
It is known that in some points (not funda-
mentals in religion) I differ from this beloved
author; nevertheless, (as when there wasa
dxfference of opinion between JErom and
AvusTtin) JEROM said for all that, 1 cannot
but love Christ in AusTIN ; sO do 1 say con-
cerning my brother Stopparp. And I pray
the Lord to bless this, and all his holy labors
for the conversion, and salvation of many of

God’s elect.
' INCREASE MATHER,
ﬂostcm, Nov. 15, 1714.
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- PREFACE.

-THE work of Regeneration being of
absolute necessity unto salvation, it greatly
concerns ministers especially, in all ways pos-
sible to promote the same ; and in particular, -
that they guide souls aright who are under a
work of preparation : some there be that do
"deny any necessity of the preparatory work
of the spirit of God, in order to a closing with
Christ, this is a very dark cloud, both as it is
-an evidence that such men have not the ex-
“perience of that work in their own souls : and
‘as it is a sign that such men are utterly un.
“skilful in guiding others that are under this
work ; if this opinion should prevail in the
land, it would give a deadly wound to reli- -
gion, it would expose men to think them.
selves converted when they are not : if men
do understand that there is.a work of Awmi.
liation before faith, then, if they get some
common affections, love, sorrow, delight, yea,
and a common faith too, they will say these
are not of the right kind ; for men must sce
the plague of their own hearts, their help-
Jessness, and that they are like clay in the
hand of the potter, before they come to
; -2



xiv PREFACE.

Christ, and so will be afraid, and be search-
ing of themselves ; but if they do not know
any necessity of preparation, they will take
the first appearance of holiness for holiness
and if they find religious affections in them-
selves they will grow confident that God has
wrought a good work in them. It would
likewise expose them to bolster up. others
.in false confidence. A man that knows there
must be a work of preparation, will be care-
ful how he encourages others that-they are in
.Christ, he will inquire how God has made
-avay for their receiving of Christ; but anoth-
-er that is a stranger to it, will be ready to
-take all for gold that glisters, and if he sees
.men religiously disposed, will be speaking
.peace to them, he will be like the false pro-
.phets, saying, peace, peace, when there is no
. peace : so men will be hardened, it isa. dis-
mal thing to give men sleepy notions ;. and
-make them sleep the sleep of death.

The truth of this opinion is much to be
.suspected from what has been left on record
_to the contrary, by HiLpersnam, Per-

xivs;, Dopp, Sisss, Bains, Dixke,
Barr, Presron, HookER, SHEPARD,
- NorTon, and .others of the like stamp,
whose judgment in matters of this na-
~ ture does outweigh. the judgment of thoy-
sands -of others, though otherwise learn-
cd men: but, besides this, there is a great
deal of light held forth in.the Word of God
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m this-matter. I will notargue from. Israel’s
- being led.by ‘Moses the Lawgiver out of
Egypt, through a land of pits and drought and
Jiery flying serpents, before they were brought
into the land aof Canaan by Joshua ; nor from
the.legal dispensation of the covenant of grace
foregoing the evangelical; nor from John
Bapiist’s being sent as a forerunner of Christ
to prepare the way of the Lord : nor from the
parable of the Prodigal, being in want, and
becoming a servant of a citizen of the country
Before he returned to hisfather ; nor from the
dry bones being in a disconsolate condition,
betore God put life inte them.  These things
amay be better made use of for illustrations
Jhan proofs. «
- But there are other scriptures which hold
forth, that there must be PREPARATION
~for Christ before our closing with him: it
idoes appear by INSTANCES recorded in
the Scripture.  One is of Paul, Acts ix. 4, 5.
*he was terrified, in way of preparation, to his
fieceiving of Christ, and about the same time
-was led to the understanding of his own help-
Fessness, Rom. vii. 9. Another is of the jailor,
-‘Acts xvi. 29,30, 31. he was greatly scared
- Jest he should fall short of salvation; and since -
-we have such instances, and none to the con-
_trary, we may judge thatthis is God’s method
-7id converting sinmers. o
- It also appears from such DOCTRINES
~gs -are held+forth in the Seripture: as thats
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‘some sinners’ are near the Kingdom of God,
and others are far from it : Mark xii. 34:
this shews that sdme ten are in a more pre--
pared way, and more hopeful to receive it .
than others: so that doctrine that some are
niot in a present capacity to come to Christ,
hecause under the' power of a earnal design’:
John v: 44. this shews that men must be
broken off from their carnal designs before:
they come to Christ: so the doctrine- of the.
difficulty of getting into a state of salvation..
Matt. vii, 13. Luke xiil. 24. this shews that
there be many difficulties in the way of con--
version; and that, by striving,” they may
get into a nearer preparedness for faith.
" Italso appears by that PROPHECY of
our Saviour, where it is foretold that God will
first pr?dare men, and then bring them tu
Christ, John xvi. 8. here it is foretold what
method the Spirit will take with men ;- he will
ot reveal the righteousness of Christ, to men
in the first place; in order to this, he: con-
vinces them of sin, makes them see their dan-
ger and miscrable condition : first he search.
es the wound, and then applies ‘the remedy =
it appears also, by ‘the particular application
‘of the call of the Gospel to those that are pre-
pared.  Sometimes the call is propounded
generally to all, but at other times it is pro-
Eounded particularly to'such as ate in distress
y Teason of their sins ; that see themselves
wiserable and undoune. Matt. xi: 38. Isa. lv.
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1. Rev. xxii: 17. the call’is applied particu-
_larly to these,as being. in the next capacity to
.give entertainment unto it: intimating the

condition that men must be in before they
_doreceive it. . S
-+ EXPERIENCE also gives considerable
Jight in this matter : we learn by experience,

that Men’s hearts are generally set for carnal
-things before they arg, terrified, and for their

-own righteousness before they see their own
‘hearts, . Generally such men as have not liad
.the terrors of Ged in them, don’t . much mind -
seternal things ; if they be not rude and vi-
.ciqus, yet they are worldly, vain and.proud,
Xph. ii. 3. And such convinced sinners .a-

have not.been led into the understanding of*
ithejr hearts, are set to build up a rightcous-
iness of their own, they are taking encourage-
ament from their frames, with a neglect of

:Christ. Fxperience also shews that mauny
‘men highly reputed of for religion, have lud

a work of preparation. Many men that have

a special interest in the hearts of others,. can

give -a fair account how they have been pre-

Jared for Christ: and many professors that

have not had such experience have not proved
ell,, Several, that have had some light touch-

s of conviction, though they have made a

:blaze a while, yet have proved themsclves

carnal mien at last; or at least have rendered

thenmselves much suspected. "Many that have

Jbeen strangers to the work of preparation,

“1 . .ea o .~ - RS |
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have cracked their credit at last, Matth: “xlit..
20, 21.- ¥Yea, many godly people do know’
‘that they were hypocrites, and néver saw
Christ, till after they had a work of humiliut
tioir: .they know. they -were not-godly, though:
they have affections, enlargéments and eiicon.>
‘ragements; it was all comimon work, ande
. they'had no spark of grace in'them ;' their rec-
ligion was but the fruit of nature improved,}:
- Rem. vii. 9. Yea, this is exceeding agieea-;
ble to. REASON ; the light of nature cannct:
" give a-demonstration of it: for it is a4 voluni?
tary dispensation 5 there is no néeessity in na-
ture of any preparation before the infusion of*
-GRACE. ' Christ changed the water into .
wine, and raised the dead to life, without any
previous preparation ; so-he cin do in this
vase, © 'The work of preparation - does not -
make the work of the new creation the easier ;-
for ufter. men have a work of preparation, sin
r¢igns in them as much as before; prepara-
tion does not at all destroy the prihci‘ple ; and
men, -when prepared, can do nothing to help -
God in planting grace in them, and men, that
. are not prepared, can do nothing to hinder °
* God in implanting grace: but.yet it is very .-
agrecable toreason, that the spirit do a work
of preparation, before it does infuse grace @ -
for it is the duty of ministers to preach such -
things to sinners as are proper to work, this -
preparation ; they are bound to prcach the .-
thyeatenings of the. law, man’s insufficiency, -

W
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and God’s  sovercignty : Yea, the fmanner of
'God ¥ to deal with men after the manner of
men.  Man is a rational creatire, and there-
fore: God deals with hinx in'a moral way, sets-
. convictions before him. -Men would make
¢nemies submit, ‘before they ‘pardon them;
' sb:does God.  Besides, it is the duty of* the
sinner 10 do those things wherein preparation
does.consist ; it is their duty to seek to God,
to reform, and to make an absolute resignation
of . themselves' to God. No wonder then f
"~ God holds them to it; yeafurther; thereisan
absolute necessity in nature, that men be pre- .
pared before the exercise of faith ; Men can.
not: exercise faith, -till the heart be prepared -
by a sense of danger, and the insufficiency of
other things. = If they don’t see-their danger,
they can see no occasion that they have come
to Christ : if they don’t see themselves liable
to wrath, how can they come to Christ to save
them from wrath? As long as they imagine
that they can help themselves, they will not
came to Christ for belp: Men can’t trust in
Christ alone, till driven out of themselves ;.
they cannot come as helpless and undone,
until they see themselves so, Phil. iii. 3.
. And seeing. there is such a work of prepa-
ration foregoing men's closing with Christ, it .
must needs be of great consequence for awak-.
ened sinners to be guided aright under thig
*work‘ If men have the best guides, yet they
may miscarry, but. undoubtedly many do .
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perxsh for want of suitable help; some after |
“they have been in trouble a:while, do: grow
(discouraged, under apprehensions that their
- .seeking will be in vain, and so leave off eny
.deavoring :after a converted estate. Some:
awander up and down under fearsand hopesas
‘the'children of Israel in the: w:ldcmess, -until !
they die : they cannot be quiet in a way .of sin, ‘
~neither can they. find the way of deliverance; !
and ‘many others, after a little' trouble,. ar¢ ‘
comforted under a notion. of being at peacs
with God.. Unskilful surgeoris make a;pali |
liate cure, and persuade. them that:the bit: ‘
terness of death is past : multitudes of souls
perish -through the ignerance . of. those. that
“should guide them in the way to heaven:
menare nourished up with vain hopes.of bes
ing in a state of salvation, before they hav'c
gx;t half the way to Christ. - ‘ aio
Those therefore whose busmcss itisto lead
souIs to Christ; had need furnish themselves
withskill and undcrstandmg to handle wounds
ed consciences in a right manner, that they
may be serviceable to them-in their distresses ; |
who would venture his ship with an unskilful |
pilot? who would venture.his wounded bedy |
with an unskilful surgeon ? who would wil. |
lingly. put his distressed soul into the hands’
of -an unskilful minister? Men should. not
gusfv themselves with other points of learns |
but labor after that that they may speale ‘
'words in. SEASON twevery one that is weary.; i

PS4




PREFACE xxj

that as Moses said to his father-in- law, they
‘may be instead of eyes to them that are in the
wzldemess. :

There are two' thmgs especially. serviceable
Qo this end.

One is, that they get emperzmce of this word .
in their own hearts: If they have no experi.
ence, they will be but blind guides ; they will
be in great danger to entertain false notions
toncerning a work of conversion : they will be
inclinable to think that there is not so mueh
riecessary as is in order to conversion ; they
are in danger to be deceived with pretences
of men’s being'delivered from their own righs
teousness, with shews of humiliation, faith
and love. Whatever books men have read,
there is great need of experimental knowlcdge
in a minister ; many particular things will oc-
bur that he will not meet withal in books: it
is a great calamity to- wounded consciences,
to-be under the direction of an unexpcnenced '
minister.

The other is, to be acquainted mth the 0b-
servations of those who huve travelled much in
this work : If a man have experience in his
own soul, that will not reach all cases that
may come before him ; there is great variety
in the workmgs of the Spirit, and in the work-
ings of men’s hearts under the convictions of
the Spirit; and men, that have had to do wi

any souls in their distresses, may afterward
meetwith such difficulties as may puzzle them
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very much ; therefore it is of great use to get
the knowledge of ‘the observations of those

who have had to do with great variety. of cases,.

whereby they may get a larger understanding

how to manage themselves, when things are -

difficultly circumstanced.

This small Zreatise, composed upen <the
desire of some younger ministers, is offered to
the consideration of such as do dcsire to be
further instructed in the right way of dealing
with distressed souls : and if the author shall
be hereby the instrument of the salvation of
any perishing souls, he shall count his labor
well bestowed.

-

|




DIRECTIONS

HOW TO GUIDE SOULS THROUGH THE
WORK OF :

CONVERSION.

WHEN a sinner wounded in spirit,
does apply himself unto a minister of the gos-
pel for counsel, it is profitable, after some
inguiries concerning the time, means and de-
gree of their convictions and: terrors to use
thls method with him, '

To confirm and establish him more in
'the app’rehensions of the dangerousness of a-
natural condition : shewing him that every
man that dies in a state of nature, will certain. -
ly be damned, that a state of damnation is in-
tolerable, that the continuance of his opportu-
nities for deliverance is very uncertain: for
there is danger that if his convictions be not
-cherished, they*may by degrees wear off :
many men’s terrors are but short-liv’d : they
harden their hearts by company, cloggiog

themselves with worldly business, and their
tural disposition to flatter themselves.



ok GUIDE TO CHRIST,

2. To. encourage him to be in the .use of
.means, in order to his conversion : for if they
have not hopes of obtaining mercy ; either
‘they will not seek after it, or they will doiitin
such a careless and dull way that it will come
tonothing: God leads men through the whole !
wark. of preparation partly by fear, and partly *
by lzofe'. If they rug into either extreme, to ~
have fear without hope, or hope without fear,
they are like a ship that goes beside the chan- |
nel, and is in danger to be broken to pieces’; !
a mixture of fear and hope makes men'dili-
_gent: they may be encouraged from such ‘
.considerations asthese : that God has provid- !
-ed a glorious way of salvation through Christ,
that.all that do believe in him shall be.saved ;
that there'is an infinite ocean of mercy in the 4
‘heart. of God ;gthat Ged has had compassion J
on many greater sinners than they, that theday |
.of grace is not yet gone; that God is now
wstriving with them by his Spirit, which is
many times the forerunner. of conversion.
™~ 3. To direct him what course to take at
-present: As, . ;
. 1. Daily to seek to God in secret. As this
"is a doty, so a special means to cherish the |
motions of God’s spirit in his heart : if this be
neglected, it would be no gmonder if his con-
victions should die away : he is also to be
directed, not to content himself in putting up
.some good requests to God, but hggshou
“open his case plainly before God, as hfwen
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to a’ph JSlc‘lan if he were sick » thisisa way
to keep him from wandering ‘thoughts in -
i:ra) er, and further to affect his own soul with

is condition. Isa. lv. 6. Seek ye the Lord
w 52/0 he may be found.

"Y'o reform his life, and not to mdulge
'hlmself in ‘any sins of omission or commis-
sion; in any external $ins, nor in doing good
actlons in a sinful thanner : men that are seek-
mg salvatlon, must not allow themselves to go
‘on in & way of damnation : that terror is not
“sufficient that will suffer men to live in an un-,
‘reformed life : if men be thoroughly scared,
‘they will dread doing what wounds their con-
sciences ; fear of hell will make men afraid to
“sin s if they be thoroughly - wounded, those
tc—mptatlons that formerly carried them away,
w;ll be overcome, Luke xiii. 40, 12, 14.

3. T0 lay himself open to the couthtomqf the
a]ﬂmt Somietimes men are desirous to be con.
vinced and terrified, but not so much, they

would ovcn rule their convictions as to time '

‘énd degree; but as a’ patient leaves himself
,in the hand of the surgeon, so should they in
{he hurd of the spirit, when it pleases him, ‘and
‘as much as it pieases him, not shutting t'/le(r
“eyes against the light, John iil. 20.

Afgu the awi ned sinner has been using -
“means a while, he oftentimes gives an account
q/‘same ALY IhRAl ION; he finds some af-

’4« citon’, sorrow for sin, dclwht in sabbaths,
pvi to the pt,)plc of God, loveto reading of

_...*‘,.’_-l-._ -
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the seripture : What is to be said to him in
this case ? . _ )

1. He is to be told, that.ke must not rest in
ease, but labor after healing, If a wise man
by applying plaisters to a sore be delivered
from much of the angnish that he was in, he
will not satisfy hinrself with that, and give over
the use of means, lest the anguish should re-
turn.again ; so the sinncr had need be careful
that he do not satisfy himself in the ease of hig
conscieuce, but must get it healed by .t4e ap-
plication of the blood of Jesus Christ.

2. It is extremely dangerous to tell him, that
it is hopeful God has put the seeds of grace
into flum. There is not one in a thousand but

does experience such religious affections long.

before he is copverted ; these religious affec-
tions are nothing else-but the workings of self-
love and natural conscience ; natural cglf-
science discovers the danger of sin,’and somc-
what of the baseness of it, hence he is sorry
for it ; the man conceives some hope that by
vraying, reading, &c. he shdil get salvation,
hence- he delights in them ; the man hopes
- that he has accepted of God, hence he has
some affections to him.; and if a minister does
but speak encouraging!y agaf the mau were
converted, he lays a foundation for his rdin ;
for he is in great danger to fall in with the
lattery. , oo
3. He is to be warned against a selfrigfi-
_Fgous spurit. Men are cxcecding reudy 10

-
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think that their good works and religious
frames will abate the fierce anger of God, and
incline God to pity them, and have mercy on
them : they are proud of their services, igno-
rant of the righteousness of Christ, and of the
freedom: of God’s mercy ; they think God

_ cannot love them unless they be lovely, and

that he cannot but love them if they be lovely,
snd so they are ready to doat upon their own
righteousness, Rom. x. 8. They go about to
establish their own rightcousness ; therefore
the man is to be warned “against this, and
light is to be held forth to him, to counvince
him of the insufliciency thercof.

4. He may be putupon to examine these
nffe ctions, whether they be not in hypocrisy;
and signs may be given to him, whereby he
may discern them to be so;- but there bad
nced be great care that the signs be sound,
and warranted by the word-of God ; other-
wise he is in danger to be estabhahed in s
mistake.

Quest. 1. Are sinners that are awulﬁnm’
2o be directed to labour to work up their hearts
o sincere sorrow for sin, and lave to God and
Jesus Christ 2
* vnsw. 1. If their terrors are great, they
are ready of themselves to lsbor to do this,
from a self-vighteous spirit ; that thcy may
win the heart of God, and assuage his anger,
they commonly take a great deal of pains in

‘order thereto, that they may work up gras

. ) "y
- T -
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cious’ qualifications in themselves; they set
spiritual considerations before themselves,

read and hear, and use all the mcthods that

are in their power, to cultivate their own
hearts. - ¢ o B

9. Itisa presumptuous thing for'them to
strive for this, for it is impossible for them to
work up such things in their own hearts; they
are dead in sins, and- cannot sanctify them.
selves ; no principle that they have, will pro-
‘duce such an effect; fear will not make them

do it; the fear of hell cannot make men bate-

sin more than hell : se/flove will not make
them love Gad above themselves : they can-
not by consideration work any such effect upon

their hearts, for they do not understand spiri- -
tucl things: encouragements will not make

them do it, for it is beyond their power: re.
solutions will be incffectual, they may as easily
remove mountains as to do this; therefore it
is they should not strive to work "their own
hearts to it. o o

3. There can be no benefit of such direction .

but only this, that they 'may find by experience
their own inability ; that, after they have donw
their utmost, they may by their experience un-
derstand their own helplessness : it is the duty
of men to love God, and to repent of sin ; and
it i$ the duty of sinners to labor that they may
love God, and repent of sin, &r. but'it is not
in their power to work up their hearts to the
love of god, and godly. sorrow ; they should
labor to be convinced, thgy cannot do it.

LA
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Sametimes it is much to be suspected, that
they do not rq/brm all that is amiss: and in
this case ;

. 1. The danger qf a natural condition is to
be solemnly set before them; though their
terrors seem to be great, yet they need to be
greater ; men must have so much terror as tp
bring them to a separation from sin : thereﬁ)rf:
there is need to represent their danger in the
most lively and dreadful way, that the sensg
thereof may plerce their heart deeply ; ifthey
be but thoroughly scared, they will be brought
to an universal reformation ; Isa. ii. 20, 21.

2. They are to be urged to reformation :
their duty in this matter is to be particularly
pressed upon them, their consciences must be
stirred to part with all sin, as Christ urges the
Jews, Mat. v. 29. If thy right eye offend thee
pluck it out. For the neglect of relormation
will put a stop to the work, and they wil not
get forward in the work of humilation, till
they are reformed; as the first concoction
prepares for the second so. reformation does
for humiliation : men must overcoime the next
and more immediate difficulties before they
overcome those that are remotz : he that will
not part with sinful ractnccs, will not yicld
himself into the han(fs of justice : if they do
not reform, they put the wark toa stand ; yea,
such men do aggravate their own sorrows, for
trouble will lie upon them, till their hearts are
brought to be humbled, and then terrors will

33
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be multiplied, if they belong to God, till-they. -
are persuaded toreform: Ps. xxxii. 3. When:

1 kept silence, my bones waaxed old tlzrough my‘ _
roaring all the day. :

Sometimes some partrcular sin lies. cx.
ceeding heavy upon his heart. * In this casey
the minister may tell him, -~ - SRR

- 1. That'it is not his duty in ordmary cases:.
to publzs/z such sin to him, it is fit he should:
confess it to God ; but ordinarily there is no
just occasion to pubhsh a scandal to him ; it:
1s best that seciet sins be kept secret, except
the circumstances of the person do "call for
the making of it known. . .

2. That the sin is pardonable : This he may
demonstrate from several examples in the.-
scripture ; from the sufficiency of Christ’s:
redemption ; from several offcrs and promises -
of the gospel, that the man's heart may not
sink with discouragement.

3. That in case the rule does call for any
satisfaction to men, he must not delay that,
but that must be attended as soon as there is
opportunity ; if he can make satisfaction with-
out confessior, there is no necessity for con-
fession ; for satisfaction answers for the wrong
that haa been done to a man.

4. ‘That he must not be sensible of that .
sin only, but of all other sins ; every sin being
provoking to God, and deserving dmnation ;

~and particularly that his i impeniténcy and un.
Lelief is more dangerois than any former act
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of sin : John'it. 19. -This is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men love
darknrss rather than light. .

Sometimes after the man has been in trou-
ble a while, before he ‘has any great expe.
rience of his'own heart, he has some promises
- come to him with ¢ great deal of refreshing :
and he hopes God has accepted him ; in this
case the minister may tell him,

1. Thatit is a common thing for God to.
give encouragements unto men, before they are |
carried through the work of conversion ; that
as God gives them encouragements by his
word, so he does many times by his spirit.:.
God always maintains in the hearts of sinners,
that are seeking of him, some hopes that they .
may obtain mercy : and sometimes he gives -
them very great refreshing, by some sense of
the glory of heaven, Luke xiv. 15. by some
superficial discoveries of Christ, Matth. xiii.
20. thereby holding forth some promises be-
forethem, the design whereef is to draw them
on a way of seeking, and to support them un.
der their temptations.

2. That God never gives a faith of assu-

. rance, before he gives a faith of dependance ;
for he never manifests his love till men are
in a state of favour and reconciliation, which
is by a faith of dependance. When men
have comfortable scriptures come to them,
they are apt to take them as tokens of God’s
love: but men must first be brought - into
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Christ, by accepting the offer of the.gospel
before they are fit for such manifestations,
God’s method is first to make the soul accept:
of the offers of grace, and then to manifest his ~
good estate unto him.

3. Thyt if his comfort be net of the nglq
kind it will net continue: and usually after
such encouragements, men’s terrors are wont
to return with. as much violence as ever,
God commonly mtermmgles smiles and
Jrowns, and if such vain confidences as meg
took up from refreshing scriptures, be but
nipped in the bud, they generally wither
away ; and their fears return as strong as
ever. - :

When the sinner that was hoping he wns
in a good estate, because some refreshmg
scrxptmes came to him, sees his mistake, he
is in danger to be dzscouraged In this case
he may be told,

1. Thatitis a common thing for persons

that are afterwards converted, fo pass through

such changes : it is rot a peculxar thing to -
him, but a thing of ordinary experience in

such people as God is about to deliver out of .
a natural state, They commonly have some
lightsome times, and then returns of dark.
ness : there was no reason to expect that that
should last very long ; such comforts are like
Jonah’s gourd, that rise in a night, and perlsh
in a night.

-2, lhat itis a great mercy thet those con-
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Srlerices are Yakien aday from /hm had they
continued,” they would have ruined him}
false corfidence is better lost than kept. His
‘condition is the more hopeful now those con-
fidences are lost; while he had those confic
‘dences he was like a ship that stuck in the
sand, ‘and now he is dclivered from them,
t‘hci‘e is' more ground of encouragement.’

" After he Has had affliction and enlargement

far a while, he is wont to complain that hé
- gFows more dufl, and he is afraid that his con-
¥ictions are about to leave him: In this casé
e may be told, '

1. That there is no reason to expect flmt
his conviction should always be in the like de-

ree. Persons in such a condition are subs

ct to many alteratlons, as it'is witha shlp
at sea, ‘;omutlmcs it ‘has a fair wind, somes
times it blows more modetately, sometimes- it
is becalmed; yea, sometifmes it has storms+
fnd cross wmds : there be many charnges
that pass over such-men. So men in a jour-
hey have sometimes good way, “someumcé
bad ; they meet with rivers and miry places,
vhere the) cannot make speed.

2. That he must be very careful that he
does nothing to quench the motions of the spi-
rit, 1 Thes. v. 19. There be many ways
wherc”by men do it, sometimes by discou-
fagement, sometimes by presumption and
flattery, sometimes by rebelling against the
light, sometimes by company keeping. Men,
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that are much addicted to company, do com. -
monly lose these convictions ; so by crotvd.-
ing themsclves with worldly business : though
diligence be no hindrance, yet .cumbering of
themselves will be a great impediment to the
abiding of convictions. | ]

S. That it is his best way to improve the
convictions that he has. Semetimes per-
sons are wont to argue, that it will be to

“no purpose for them to strive. If they have
not greater convictions, they -shall but tirg
themselves to no purpose : and they conceive
it best for them to tarry till they have stronger.
convictions: but the seamanis wont to hoist his
sails, and improve the wind he has, whether
it be less or more : if men improve moderate
convictions, they may get forward, and. do,
that which will further their conversion: and,
if they do improve lesser convictions, that is, .
the way to have more: it is their duty to do
it, and in that way God owns them; o Aim
that hath shall be given. Some, that have’
complained of the smallness of their convic-
tions, have within a little while changed their
note, and complained as much of the great-’
aess of them, that they have been such, that

“they could hardly live under them.

A person that is under the work of conver-
sion 1s subject fo many affrightments and d's-
couraging TEMPTATIONS, a dreadful
sound is in his ears: all such persons have
not the same temptations, and they have
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them not in any certain order: but care must
be taken to give suitable support, and advice
to them according to the variety of their temp-
tations.. ONE T'EMPTATION is, That
he is not KLECTED; but God has over-
looked him, and appointed him to condemna.’
tion; this sometimes lies upon the heart
with great wcight; in this case he may be
told, ) : ’

‘L. That those things, that make him fear that
he is not elected, are no certain signs of it, there
be no certain tokens of reprobation upon him.
Those things,that he tak =5 to be signs,are very
uncertain; the greateess of his sins do not ar-.
gue reprobation : Many, that have been guilty
of great sins, have been ¢lected. "His being
of elderly years does not argue it; sometime
God turns such to himself, Mal. iv. 5, 6.
God’s leaving of him still in a natural estate,
though he has songht God a long while, does
not shew it; Zsrae/ was a great while travelling
trom Egypt to Canaan.

2. That st is a sinful thing for him to draw
any conclusions about his election. It is a se-
cret reserved in God’s own breast, and he can-
not determine any thing understandingly about
it: Dcut. xxix. 29, Secret-ihings belong unto
the Lord our God. When he undertukes to
conclude that he is not clected, he acts pre-
sumptuously : his conclusion may be false for
ought he knows, he pretends to know what Lie
is ignorant of. ' .
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8. That Gotls striving with him by his spirit,

“is an lwpg/‘ulszgn that he is elected, for many
times it is the fruit of election. Whrn the
spirit convinces of sin, it is in- order ta his

' convincing of righteousness, John xvi. 8. This

-1s the course that God.is wont to take with
those that are elected ; frequently he lets rep-
robates live in secnrity, but he is wont to ter-
rify the elect in order to their conversion:; and
the more earnestly.the man follows after God
and lahors to get into a converted condmon,

.the more hopeful it is that God has elected -
him ; for where God has appointed the end .
be has appointed the means also. -

Another TEMPTATION: is, That he has
commi:'ed the UNPARDONABLE SIN;

- that he has committed the sin against the Halg/
Geost, that sin which is unto death, he- has
carried badiy after 1humm‘mons, and it sinks
into hiny, that now there.is no remedy. :

In this case. hc may he told, That it has
beena fre(luent Hitng- for men to fear that they

" bave coaumitied tha sin, who have afterward
been converied ; that it is not the manner.of
those that have committed that sin, to be per-
plexed and exercised with fears about it ; bat
the principal way to help in this case, is to
inform fum jrom the word of God, what this
Sin is; particuiarly he may he informed,

1. Thatit is an external sm, 10t a sin that

s comauled in tiwe heart; men have some
wicked taoughts after enlightenings, and then

\
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fear that they. have been guilty ‘of that sin;
but that is an outward sin; itis a sin that other
‘Men may see, 1 John v. 16. ;
<" 2. That it is'a course of sin, not any par-
ticular act of sin, which a man breaks off
-from, and is troubled for, but a.way of evil
-that he does continue impenitently in.

. 3. Thut it is one particular sort of gin,
wommitted with great aggravations ; namely,
- rejecting - of the profession of the gospel:
-There be many other grievous sins, but none
-of them, however aggravated, are the tunpar-
donable- sin; itis a rejecting of the truth of
the gospel, and renouncing the profession,
atherefore they are said to fadl away, Heb. vi.
6. they are said o forsake the assemblies of the
people of God, Heb. x. 25. they are #aid zo
“tread under foot the son of God ; and fo deny
‘their baptism, Heb. x. 29. So that if any
person ainong us should turn pagpist or heathen,
chaving a blasphemous spirit against the ways
of God, and a'bloody persecuting spirit to-:
avards the people of God, there might be rea-
-son 10 fear that he was guilty of the unpar-
donable sin; but there be no footsteps in the
seripture to judge that ‘men that are follow-
ing after God, and laboring to get into a con-
verted condition, have committed that sin.
thoagh they are guilty of much unbelief, of -
muny decavs and backslidings, and of very.
‘vile thoughts and risings of heart ; for multi-

‘tades of nien that have been guilty of such
’ A
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things, tiave had experience afterwards of &he
. pardoning:graceof God. - ...

Another TEMPTATION is, that his day
of grace- is past; he had a time when hg
might have obtained. mercy, but he has let
it slip, and it is in vain forhim to strive:
in tlns case the minister ‘max:tell him,

That it is a common device of Satan,
-wlzen ke cannot persuade men that it is too
soon, them to persuade them that it is teo late,.
" He is set to hinder men from using of means ;
and first he tells them that there is no haste ;.
and when that temptation will do no longer,
then he-changes his voice, and tells them thdt
1‘13 season is gone. "

. That there s no such doctrme in tlzp
Wture that any. sort of men’s day of grace
is past, befove the day of life is past, ex-
cept they be guilty of the unpardonable sin.
ks taug\ht in the scripture, that God will
strive with some nien only a limited time,.
and then destroy them, Gen, vi. 3. My
spririt shall not always strive with man, yet his
days shall be an lnmdred and twenty yeers. It
isalso taught, that God does harden some pa-
tions in order to great misery, fsa. wi. 10, Il
and sometiimes in order to their unt/zwclzmg,,
John xii. 40, Itis also taught, that God may
hurden.some particular persons before death;:
and never more sirive with them in any re«
wmarkable way, Rev.-xxiii- 11. Let him that is
iy be filthy stdl : bugtbere is no-such thing
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taught, that there is any sort of men that may
e described, or any particular person that
thay be known unto himself or others, whosc
day of grace can be said to be past before his
death. 'When men say their dayis past, they
only fear, they do not know it. -
3. That such Scriptures as seem to-evidence
that their da ay is past, do not determine any
such thing ; it is said, Prov. xxix. 1. that e,
that being often re/)roved hardeneth his neck,
‘shall suddenly be destroyed. Butit is ev ident;
that God waits longer upon some persons
than upon others: some threatenings are unmi-
versal and some are indefinite : shewing what
God does many times do; so it is said, Heb.
&.28. If any man draw back my soul shall
have no pleasure in him ; but ‘the backsliding
hcre spoken of seems to be the unpardonable
sin ; he hdd ‘been speaking of that, ver. 26.
and seems here'to have reference 'to the same
sin’; for in-other cases God does speak en-
couragmgly in'his word unto bac/r.slzders Jcr.
fii. 22. Hos. xiv. 4, ;.
! Besides the temptatlons menticned, there
is ANOTHER SORT of temptations that
are very exercising to him, his conscience
being guilty, He ismuch subject to frights.
* 1. One temptation is, that he shall be le&
to some great and dread/'ul sins. In this case
he may. be told by the minister, '
1. That one special reason of these fears is
that he sees more of the badness of his heart
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than formerly ;. men ‘under troubles of -con.
science are wont to' sece much of the cor.
ruption of their heart, and they see that which
is sufficient to lead them to all sorts of wick-
edness ; and because Gaod is angry with them,
_ they are afraid he will not keep them, but
avenge himself on'then, by leaving them to
such wickedness, S
2. That God is now striving with him in -
order to his eternal good; God is exercising
a great deal of mercy, and he hus no- cause.
to conclude that God will so leave him;
though God might justly do it, yet he has rea-
son to hope in God to preserve him. o
3. Thatit is fit he should be humbled
under the sense of the depravedness of his
nature, and be sensible of the insufficigncy of
his own righteousness, to bring him into the .
favor of God, his heart being a sink of all
manner of sin; “he can never be justified, but
by the perfect righteousness of .Jesus, Christ.
4. That his best way is to.make haste' zo’
get into a converted condition. "If he were
once converted, he would not be in so much
danger to fall into great transgressions ; be-
cause . he woukl haye__'thtinlaf)' holy principle,
toTesist temptations to sin ; and then he would’
have an interest in the favour of Gogd ;. and it
would be mare hopeful that God would pre-,
serve them.” o ‘ C
- 2. Anotler temptation is, That he shall get’
a fulse hope, and so, sytisfy himself that he isin,
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a good estate when he is far from' it; he un.
derstands that it is so with many: Prow
" xxX,, 12. Rev. iii. 17. In thiscase the min-
ister may tell him, ‘

1. That he'is indeed in danger of it, bol’
because of the pride of his spirit, ready tu
magnity his own performances ; and becsuse
of his fears of hell, the tediousness of those
fears make him ready,to catch at any appear-
ances of conversion, and thereforehie had need
be exceeding careful ; it is good for him ¢e
understand what conversion is, and what pre.
paration there must be in order thereunto;
and if there be appearances to him at avy
time as if he were converted, his way isto ex-
amine them thoroughly, and get the help of
somc that are skilful before he settle hims:.
umu.lx in that persnasion.

. That he must. leave himself as to tlmt
matter in the hands of God : it is beyond his
own power to deliver himself; if God delight
in him, he will carry him through all the dif-
ficulties of the. work, and shew him-the right
wav; it may be God may have purposes of
grace to him, and if so, he will shew him the
path of life. -

‘3. Another tengptatum is, that Satan. will
appear to him. -This is a great terror:to him ;.
‘especially he is possessed with this fear when'
" he withdraws himself to secret firagers : some,
tnmes this makes. bim neglect his duty, some.

42

-
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times it makes him attend it with distraction.
Inthis case the minister may tell him, . -,
1. That he is under God’s keeping ;. » and!
that when he is doing his duty, he is under;
God’s protection. There is less reason to bet
afraid of Setan’s appearing at that time, than
it many othier times ; it is not-God’s manner:
to suffer Satan to appear at such times: - it
* 2. That if Satan had power and liberty to:
appear to him, itis not probable, that lie wouldi
. fright him with the expectations of it ;. her
would not gwe 'such notice of his commg 3
but his design in terrifying of him, is to pre- >
vent him from doing that which might be ser- {
nceable to his soul. i
"That it is too much honor to Satan, to:
bc so fur out-bid with the temptation, as tos
change the time of his prayer; but if he can~!
W‘attend his duty suitably, and the tempta-
“tton do prove overbearing to him, it is better'
to attend theé duty by day-light. c
I may add to his case-anether that now and -
then happens, that he says he has heard some:
voice, seen some shape, felt somethmg onhim ;.
this I apprchend at least sometimes to be ounly::
the effect of strong imagination : a strong fancy
may make men to imagine such things ; as it
is with persons im heir dreams, and with dis-
traeted persons ; all sensation is in the bram,
and therefore by some disorder of that, men
may think they see, feel, or hear thmgs whlch
they do not see, - fcel or hear.



GUIDE TO CHRISF. 43

4. Another temptation is, That it is best to
destroy himself; many have been urged.to
this, some have attempted it, and seme have
performed it, as Judas did. In this. case the
minister may tell him,: ~

1. That the Devil is very active in his temp-
tation, though he has that in his ewn heart,
that may lead him to it; yet it is Satan that:
stirs him up thereunto. The Devil entered
isto Judas when he betrayed Christ, and was
not gone out.of him when he destroyed him. -
self. - The Devil has a double design m it ;.

“one: s to secure-the man, he is afraid he shall
lese him, now he is troubled about his condi- .
tion, and is taking pains for salvation. Satan
is:jealous lest he will escape out of his hands,
and labors to make him destroy himself, that
he :may presently secure him, then there will
be no danger of his running away. 7The other
design is, to bring reproach upon trouble of
conscience, and discourage others from giving
way to convictions. If there be but one such
instance in a town, that will make many others.
to stifle convictions, lest they should come to-
the like .end. , - :

. 2. That there is good reason to hope that
he may obtain salvation. It is discouragement
that leads men to such practices: and if he
have but:censiderable hope of obtaining peace
with God, there is not much dunger of his
hearkening to the temptation ;. therefore such
things may be suggested, as are proper to
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bear up his heart, as-thiat the- spirit of God i is -
striying with him in order to his salvation™s
that Satan is afraid he will be saved, that his
sins are no other thap what God has pardoucc;
oftentlmca. and the like.

© 8. That it-is o dreedfid sin to destroy Y. birnsc{/"
Jt-is a sin against nature; it is unthankfulnesa
for God’s mercy in saving his life ; that thx:
ﬁlr worse than otht;r sins that are very terrify-,
ing to him ;_this is the way to throw lnmscIE
immediately into endless misery.  Whatever,
ipay be said of the possibility of the salvation:
of such persons, there is no reason to think,
that one in a thousand is.saved ; this sin is,
heinous, and quickly cuts off their opportuni-,
ties: such a man as is tempted to this sin,.
would be afiaid to tell a lie, or to prophanc
the sabbath; ; how much more has be rcason.
to fear this sin, which will bring him presently,
to eternal damnation ? It is-a poor remedy to;
deliver himself from anguish, to throw. him-,
self intothat, which is unspeakably greater ;
certain damnation is_far more dreadful. than |
the fears they. are oppressed by : This-will;
make their condmon much worse, and th.(
better.

SOMETIMES he . coraplams of a self”
rnghtqous spirit ; that he is ready to trust to .
every thing he does: That especially when,,
he feels any -affections he is proud of them,
and ready to make a righteousness of them.:
In this case it-may be profitable,
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1. 70 corvince him of the insufficiency of his
own righteorsness to'save him: that his own
righteousness will not Lring bim into favor
with God ; for his own nghw)ubm $§ 15 ut-
terly :mper"u:t, and so falls short of what the
law requireth.  The law stands for perfect
obedience, but ke never dxd‘pex form one per-
fect act of obedience : all his obedience i§
stained with corruption.  Besides, while, be
is in a natural condition, he does nothing sin:
cerely, byt is an hvpocnte in all his perfor-.
mances ; and acco'um"ly God is so far from
justifying of him for the sake of them, that he
will not acce')t of him, but holds him guilty
for the sake of them. Besides, his own righ-
teousness has not the nature of sausfactlon in
it ;" there can be no satisfaction. cﬁar sin but by
bearing the curse of the law. edience is a
natural debt, and cannot satisfy_for his con- .
tracted debts ; ; if our obedierce would have.
procured our acceptance, there would have
‘been no need of the death of Christ: Christ’s
death would be in vain, Gal. i1, 22.
1 o direct him how to get delivered ﬁom
glg bteou& spirit, viz, by getting an
g of the badness of his own heart :
for let Inm car never so often of the vanity
hls own righteousness, yet he will trust to
tnl qu sees he has none, and can get none..
h discovery of his own heart will
: ’ﬁ oﬁ' ?rom trusting in himself ;. for
fie' will sec nothing in hxmsdf to trustin ;

s
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he will be afraid because of his own duties,
lis strong holds will all be thrown down
but a notional conviction of the insufficiency of
his own righteousness to save hjm, without
ann experimental conviction of the badness of
his heart will not (lchver hlm irom conﬁdence‘
in himself.

SOMETIMES he complains that he docs-
every thing from aspirit of self-love : he docy

ot aim at the glory of God in any thing; but'

fear of hell; and desire of salvation;’ are the
great thmgs that do set him o work': ‘wére”
1t not for fear of heil he should leave oﬂ' Iri
this case he may be told, '

1. That it is zmposszb{e he should act from®
an Righer principle. He has no principle of

love to God, Jolin-v. 42. Self-lové is the.

R}

reigning prmcnple in him, and therefore it is
no wonder that he does all in religion frony-
that spirit ; it was bis weakness that he for-
merly thought he did any thing out of love to''
God. No natural man ever did act with -an'”’
higher spirit, than a self-love : a bad tree (,an- !

not brmsg forth good fruit.
" 2. That he should mike use of this for lzu-

mzlmhon, and not for discouragement. There'

is no reason that he should be discouraged -
because of this, for every one is an hypocrite -
at first ; and many that have sought God for
a while with a sclfish spirit, have adfterwa

been turned, and have had another spirit giveh
to them : but he should make use of this to’
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hig, humiliation, and learn hereby his own
badness, the mbuﬂicmm,y of his own righte-
ousness, and the justice of his (ondtmnatxon,
4nd that he has no cause to think much that
God does reject his services, and not give
peace unto him.

After this the sinner gwcs an account that
he finds a spirit of love to God, sorrow for sin,
aiming at the glory of God, hating of sin, &c..

. In this case he may be told,

1. That there is a greatrcsemblancc between.
common and saving grace : common grace is
the picture of sanctifying grace, and commeon-
affections are sumetimes stronger than saving.
Pharaok justifics God, Saul weeps, one who
was far from sincerity, tells Christ, Ae will
_/gllow him whithevsoever he goeth, the Jews
cry, Hosanna to the Son of Dauvid, the Israel:tes
sepg: God’s. praise, but soon forgat his works.

2. That while they have such pangs of af-"
Jection, it will be very hard jfor them to see.
their “hypocrisy. Their fear of damnation
makes. them catch at any appearances of sin.
cerity, and their pride makes them have an
high opinion of their attainments; men some-
times in that frame make such sigus as doin-
deed shew their hypocrisy  to be arguments
of their- sincerity. ,

8. That it is a very dangerous t/zmg Sor
them to think that they are sincere, while they
axe not: then they wiil bless themselves,
‘when God curses them ; then they will con--
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tinue quietly in a natural con(hnon, and ne-
glect the means of conversion : and if they do
not sce the deceit quickly, there is danger that
they may grow so hard hearted, that if they
do see it afterwards, they will not be the bct~
ter for it.

" 4. That they may le sam;ﬁed JSrom suclz
‘things as these, that they do not love God sin-

cer ely whatever appearances there be, viz.:

That they never had a work of ‘humiliation’;
and sincerity does never forego ‘that: that
they never closed with Jesus Christ, and the’
heart is never purified without fuith. All those
affections that go before faith, let them be
never so strong, are deceitful ; the first good

action that any man does perform, is to give

‘cntertainment to the gospel: other ‘things
follow upon that.
- SOMETIMES he gives an account, tlmt
lie docs believe on Jesus Christ ; he does not
trust in his own righteousness, but places his’
hope in Christ. In this case the minister may
tell him,

* "That there is a great deal of fuith that does
not justify.  Some do believe for a time,
Luke viii. 13. some receive the word with
Joy, and in_time of temptation fall away, Mat.
xiil. 20, 21. Sowe believed on Christ, but did -
not cory’css him, John xu 42. several sorts of
Jaith do not justify : : :

1. An lustorical /au‘/z ‘Men do receive
the history of the gospel ior a truth, and take:
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it for granted, that Jesus Christ is the Son n of

G’od ‘and saviour of the world ; and if any
“ should deny it, or dispute against it, they
‘would be very zealous against him, it would
“stir up their indignation ; if they have any
“workings of infidelity, yet generally they go

with that persuasion, that the gospel is true;

‘but this is no more than a Turk will say for -

his rehgxon this historical faith does not mor-

‘tify men’s corruptions, John ii. 23, 24, 25,
‘Many prophane men have thls\hxstoncal faith,

2. A considerable confidence that Christ will
save them. They 4re persuaded that they shall .
obtain salvation by Christ, and do rejoice in
the hope of it : this conﬁdcnce is a distinct
’thmg from justifying faith ; it is good or bad
according to the grounds of it. Guodly men
Tiave frequcntly such-a confidence from the
experience of a work of grace in their own
tl‘li‘:.u*ts and the mamfcsmtxon of the love of
God ; but this is not justifying faith, but a
thith of assurance. Carnal men may have such
4 conifidence, arising from an imagination that
God loves them, and from an opinien of their
own goodness : but this is not Jl]btlh ing faith,
but presuinption. :

'S. A dependance upon Christ, on the encou-
ragemcnt of a man’s own goodness. He hears
the gospel, or has some common illumination,
discovering somewhat of God’s readiness to
pardon sinners through Christ :_and consider-
mg what he i ls, he ventures on Christ. When
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‘a2’ man savingly believes, he ventures upon
Christ wpon gospel encouragements ; but
another ventures, being encouraged from the
consideration of his prayers, tears, conscien-
tisusness, or on that encouragement that he is
not very bad, so he thinks such an one as he
may venture ;” whereas if he did see himself
so bad as indeed he is, he would not ventuie
on Christ; the man makes . partly his own
righteousness, and partly the righteousness of'
Christ, the foundation of his‘faith; he does
not exclude the righteousness of Christ, but
ibe preponderating consideration, and that
which especially emboldens him to ven-
ture, is his “own righteousness; his own
righteousness is the first foundation of 'his
hope, though he takes in the plea also of the
rightcousness of Christ; he sces enough in
Christ for such an one as himself, but not for
the worst of sinners.

But possibly he will plead for hlm‘sclf That
he was much affected with Christ; and with’
the mercy of God, it was'more than ordinary,
‘he never had such alight before. In this case
he may be told, That carpal imen have some-
times superficial discoveries of Christ,'and aré
affected therewith, Mat. xiii. 20. ‘Men have
considcrable enhghtemngs and tastes, vet may
fall away ; and it is no wonder: they should be
wffected with the mercy of God : if men do
apprehend that God has pardoned them they

cannot but be affected witivit : as pardon dOes
_ffect men, so do¢s imaginary pardon, -+
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s .He may further plead for himself, that it
was justiso with him, as it has been with god-
ly men, as he has heard them to express them -
selves ; thatall his objections were answered 5
he was backward before, but he had sucha
discovery of Christ, thatall his objections did
vanish away, and he had nothing to say.

But he may be told, that the reason why
some men’s objections are all answered, is not
from the greatness of the light that God gave
them, but from their ignorance of their own'’
hearts.  They -did not sce so much of their
badness, as thoroughly to feel the power of ah
ebjecting spirit;, il they had seen how bud
they were, their obju‘uons would not have
heen answered. - A little matter will answer
the objectlons of an ignorant and conceited
man, they have not light enough to make such
strong objections as they. would do if they
knew themselves ; and so all their objections
are easily answered.,

" SOMETIMES he builds his confidence
upon some particular scriptures.

ONE seripture is, LJohn iii. 14. 72¢ Faow
t/zat awe are passed from death to life, because
we love the brethren : He says he finds such
a spirit in himself and he thinks bis condition
good. DBut he may betold, |
- 1. Thereisagreat difference beeween lw'm -
the people of Gad for their piety, and /zonormg
them for their piety. Many natuidl men have
somc convictions that godly men are choice

'
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nen, and happy men ;' and if they think 2 maw
is a sincere man they honor him, and have @
respect for him; so Herod had for John;
Mark vi. 20. but these men have not a sin.
cere love to them for theiv piety ; they donot
love God nor godliness, therefore do not lov*e‘
godly men for their piety.

2. There is a great difference between Iov'
ing godly men jfor their piety, and loving thent

Jor-their morality. Godly men are moral men,
some of them are eminent for justice, sobriev
ty and faithfulness, and these are very ‘lovely
things in the eyes of many natural men ; they
love them upon that account,: Dan. vi. 3, 18:
Darius had a great love to Daniel, but it was

~not upon the account of his piety, but his pru-
dence and morality : morality-islovely in the
eyes of many carnal men. Some love godly-
men, because they are related to them ; some
because they are friendly to them, and some’
because of their moral qualifications, that
have not any love to them upon the account
of their piety. The moral carriages of: the:
people of God flow from a spirit of picty ;-but.
morality and piety are very. different things;
and some persons that have a love to them
upon the account of their morality, may have
no love to them uponthe account of their piety.

- ANOTHER scripture that he may build a
conﬁdcnce on, is, 1 John v. 11. Whosoever'
believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of

B PR §
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God, By this rule he says he.is in a. good
condition, hc dees helieve this, -therefore ig
regenerate.:- In this case he may be told, .
.~That the believing here spoken. of, is the
neceiving of it as certain. upon the testimony.
of God. Many men have a common persua-,
sion that Christ is the son of God from tradi-
tion, -and from his miracles, whichisina moi¢
general acceptation called believing, John i,
23. and yet they are not bora of God: but -
more properly they are said to beligve it, who,
receive it upen God’s testimony ; and those,
men; who bave only a common persuasion, are
indeed unbelievers ; they that have not grace,
da-not preperly bLhe»c the word of God.

./ ANOTHLER scriptare that he takes notice.
Q,f to strengthen his confidence, is Mat. v. 6.
Blpssed are they:that hunger and thirst afrer’

- #yghteousness ; his conscience testifies that he,
does 5o, therefore he hopes he.is Ll lessed, In
this-case he may be told,.

That though somc desnes of grace are
gcace, yvet all desirgs of grace are pot grace .
as:then may act hypocritically when thcv pre-
tpnd;o desire graz_e, so when thcv do desire’
gmoe.. iFar, -

X Many pamal wen do desire grace, Iiis.
awcammon thing for ungedly men to desire
grace;.especially: whep terrified with the word,
they desire to be gonverted : some men hav:u
slighten. convictions, and they have fuint and.
languishing desires, and some have morc

52
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smart tervers, and-they think they would give
aJh théy have in the.world, that they were con«
werted.: .50 the foolish virgins, Mat. xxv. 8.~
2. Desires of grace may arise from naturaf
pz'mev])las. Gruce is not-only desirable,. for:ité
own sake, but there-are several beneﬁtsthw
doattend it, which-may make natural princio
ples.crave it. Grace is an honourable thingy
Heb.- xi. 2. it gains respect among mes, it
procures men a-good name in the worldy
hence pride mikes men crave.it: Grace is
a.means. of many. outward blessings, 1 Timg
ivi 8: - And upon this aceount; men.out of ‘a’
telfish spirit may desire it: grace:is nré:essa-&.
ry ifs erder to salvation, Heb. xii. 14. * And:
upon this sccount. nature makes men-crave #.>
-AFTER e is delivered from his confident
oﬂmron of his good. estate, and sees himself toc
hein-a natuml -condition still ; xt m'»y be needs
fel upon that occasion; . Cbk
.}e Lo encourage him : for he is .indanger:.
to be too much cast down, so:as to hinder his::
future diligence : he.may be encouraged fromi.
the consideration of God’s goodness in. disi
covering that deceit: which. would have prov.
ed his:-bane ; -he was-ina dangarous way, but:
God. has delivered him, and so puthimina.
nearer capacity to be converted : God’s not 'z
suffering him to continue in his delusion; is:.
an.hopeful sign, that God does intend. mercyn:
to him; he.is:nawunder gtmter zdvantagcm
than before, Johmis. 42, o y .

U
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+ 18 '%'mmizim:thatflze do.not ren into the
same -error .again; . for ke is still under the
reigning:. power. of & self righteous spirit; and
may geta false. optinion of converswon again.
Some. do several times: strike upon that rock,
thereforehe must be-cautioned not to be de-
ceived: with the .appearances of grace; nor
ta-give way-tothe Hattery of his own heart; if
he should take up such'a persuasion again, it

is:doubtful .that he would not be delivered,
relapses are dangerous ; and if he shonld bex
gin to think sopit were best-to:advise with:
those that:can inform h:m, before he be con-
firmed in such an opinion. .3

h8.. To lead him into the tmderstand aj‘:lm;

own: badness, and insufficiency to help himself:.
‘Fhis is an advantageous time -to drive him
out of himself, and bring on the work of con-
vegsion. When he feels his own hypocrisy,
the best way is to follow, till he is quite emp-
tied out of himself; it is good -policy to im-
prove a victary, and to help him to a thorough -
sight of himself, that he may be pr&parcd for -
Christ. :

SOME TIMES after a man has been seek- -
ing a while, and has passed through many
changes, there is reasonto fear that he will
leave off, he has a great deal of discourage-
ment ; : others obtain, and he is left ; God does -
not make the word powerful on his heart, he
does.not-get forward, and it may be perceiv- -
ed that he is more shghty than he was. In -
this case it is best,
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1. To:empéarage hirk: For.thedisoourages -
ments thut he is under, iare-a: great-Cause of -
apustacy'; therefore: it is best to hearten. him-.
up; the notion of the giant.like stature of the
Canaanites, and the strength of their walls, was-
a great inducement to- Israel:to entertaum
thoughts of returning backsto:Blgypt. iSo e
is i this case = - and may be: emouraged two‘
Way . cear

1. By s}u’amw ’t/ze posazézl:ty*of hwobtumlngt
ntepey.  Soc Caleb told'the people ‘that they
werewell able to overcome;end if. God. de
lighited in them, he would .bring them in:y
thus he may be encouraged, by sheswing : of:
him: that God ‘can help him, and that nothing
does appear to.shew that God will not help*
him; his'mercy is free, he has-pardoned oth+ .
ers'as bad as'he; his providences to-him ate\
consvswnt with, desxgns of grace. - -

2. By shewing. him the: wonder;ﬁzl bcn &
tlwt he:will have if he ‘does obtain merey ;
sides that peace- and communion with Gad‘
which he wil] huve in this ife, ke will enjon
eternal salvation in the other world, which is.inis
concétvably great. It were a great thing to:
have his punishments moderated, much mote:
to be delivered from: them ; it were.a great:
thing to be saved out ofhell a&er hundredswof -
years; greater -to-be preserwed -fogm coming.
there: it were 4 great thing to beskept out of:
. hell; and suffered to live a natural life:alwayes:
upén thesearthy gieater to be translated ime -

......
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the glorious presence of God, and to be like
‘the angels of God always beholding the face
of  the father: it is worth the while to go
through any difficulty for heaven; heaven
will make amends forall: if the way to heaven
were rocks and. mountains, yet it is worth the
while to travel thither. The people of [srael
were often told of the excellency of the land
of Canaan, that it was a land flowing with
.milk and honey, and a land of vineyards, and
olive yards, and ‘wheat and barley : So it is.
uscful to set befere him the ‘glorious happi-
ness that the people of God will enjoy in an-
other world. L

-2. To warn him of his danger, for security .
has a great hand in apostacy: to remind
him what a miserable condition he would cast
himself into, if’ he should cast off fear, and res-
train prayer before God. ' Sometimes when
men apostatise, they fall into despair; and
God suffers them to be miserably hurried and
haunted by their own evil conscience, and no
means can deliver them,;: so it was with Ju-
das. Sometinies shortens their days, and does
not suffer them to continue in this, world :
when they draw back, God withdraws pro-
tection from them, and they quickly die:
when they neglect. seeking eternal life, God
denies temporal life to them ; and sometimes
he leaves them to be - very wicked; they
sometimes become of the number of the bas-
est of men, 2 Pet ii. 20, 21,22, Mat. xii. 44,
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45. and they are n dreadful danger of eterma¥
fire; and that misery that no- creamre knows
how to grapple with., Such considerationsias
these may: help him against’ the sloth md:
shqbtmess of his spirit. -

SOMETIMES he compluins he is fnﬂom.-
ed with atheistical thoughts: he is frequentlw
followed™ with questions about the being of
God. In this case the minister:may, R

1. Acquamt him that tﬁoug/z this is aigteat
.s"'n, yet it may be Jorgiven. . There is-abun-
danée of dtheism ‘in the: heaets of men, the
lives of men shew that they have much of thiss
spirit. Tit. 1. 16. And many persons .that
have complained of this, have been afterwards
converted ; -and that some godly men are.
much exercnsed ‘with ‘this - ‘temptation, Psal..
Ixxvii. 12, 13. And. thercfore though he:
should not make light ofit, yet he should non
draw ‘up any dark conclusions agamst the pos-f
sibility of his salvation.” . -

2. Convince him that there 'is a God : antL
settle his heart about that great truth. :

- 1, By evidencing to him the being of God ;1
which he may do, espeetally from t/ze worksof
creation, thus ¢ The things . which we sce, are:
made things; they are finite, compounded,
corruptible, and thereforc’ it is: impossible
they should be of themselves ; that which is
finite is not eternal, but wast made n.time,
out of nothing ; that which is compounded,.
was compouunded bv some other thing ; that

~
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whichis corruptible, has not its being from
itself ;- we coudd net be of ourscives, und
- theretore the first man, who was of the same
natgre with us, could not be of himsclf; and
he that made these things, must be an infi-
nitely glorious God : he that could bring
the. world out of nothing, and make the crea-
tures that are therein; with wonderful variety
of-propefties and virtucs miust be one of infi-
nite perfection, that is God, Rom. i. 20.
Psal. xix. 1. - S
2. By removing those objections that prove
saares to him: if that be a snare to him, that
we do not see God: he may be told, that we
do.not question many. other things which we
ncver saw. We doubt not that there are such
countries as France and Spain. Several things
arc-invisible, as the souls of menj angels and
devils, ualess they assume a shape; yet we
may be satisfied about these : there be other
ways to satisty. us about the existence. of
things, besides seeing of them. We know
some things by reason, and some things by
faith, Heb. xi. 3. If that be a temptation to
him, that others do not believe the being of
(od, he can plainly perceive by the lives of
men, that whatever they pretend, they do not
really think that there is 4 God : he may be
told, that though they are not fully persuaded
that there is a God, yet they cannot be fully
persuaded that there is not-a God ; they have
so much light they cannot extinguish it;
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there is not a perfect atheist in -the world ¢
besides, carpal men are led by their corrup-
tions, and their reason is very mueh darken-
ed, and there is no weight to be laid upon
their thoughts. Shall we think there be no
Antipodes, because some ignorant men have
denied it? Shall we question the roundness
of the earth, because some others think other.
wise 2 We may not offer violence toour rea.
son, because of the sottishness of other men.
If that be a snare to him, to conceive .how
God can be of himself; how it is possible he
should .be, without being made; he may be
told, that if that be above his reason to fathom,
yet that is not contrary to reason ; as it is to
think that a company of finite things, should
be of themselves : besides, if there are beings,
there must of necessity be some first being :
if the rest be made, vet there must be-one
that was not made: to say that nothing was
made, and to say that all things are made, are
alike. absurd.;. those things, that are made,
could not have been, unless there were some-
“thing that was not made ; seeing many things
have a being, there must be one being that is
of himself; they could not ihterchangeably
make one another, but there is. one who was
not made, but is of himself, who is GOD.
SOMLETIMES: he complains that he is
followed with horrible injections, blasphemous
thoughts, and other wicked thoughts, that are
a great affliction to him; and take away the



GUIDE TO &HRIST. o

comfort of his life, they make him a terror to
himself. - In this case he may be told,

- 1. That so far as they are injected by Satan,
xlzey are not imputed to him. The heart of
anan is very bad, and from that fountain of sin,
exceeding wicked thoughts. may arise; but
ashen persons are violently followed with such
thoughts, they are usually injected by Satanm,
they - are some of his fiery darts spoken of,
Eph. vi. 16. And when he casts them in, the
man is no more guilty, than he that hears a
snan blaspheme : if a man werc perfectly holy,
that could not prevent such mJectxons if God
lot Satan loose upon him. .

v: 2. That his nature. is so corrupted, that tlzase
trijections do less or more.taint him. 'The heart
js like tinder, and these temptations will make
some-impression, though he has a detestation
. ot.those thoughts, and labors against thém,
yet-there is a principle in the heart to fall in
with them; and generally: upon such occa.
sans, persons do contract guilt; and it is but
- rake M ever, that men are merely passive at
~ such a time : the sin that is in men, does casily
beset them, Heb. xii. 1. And therefore it bes
¢omes him to be confessing before God the
~wretchedness of his ownheart in favoring in
-any degree those temptations. )

.. 8.. That such temptations are no sign t}zat
God docs not love lim ;. he may not gather

Jiom thence, that God kas given him. up to.

Sataa ; for this has been the ¢ondztwn of some
6
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very godly men. This is an exercise that God -
has brought upon some that have heen dear
to him: as Satan is wont to tempt the best of
men, so some of the choicest with these sug. -
gestions:;. this is not too great an aflliction o
ne brouglit upon such men as God does love
the Devil may in this mazoner hurry those that
hie shall not be able to destroy. Paul.in like-
lihood had some such temptations, 2 Cor, xii.
7. God for holy ends may suffer those whom
fie Toves to be thus exercised, that they may’
learn their own “cakncss, and be humbled“
Lefore:God. -
-4, That it is not very, usual fbr God to suf
Jer men 2o ‘be long followed wath these injec-
_tions.  Though there be some instances to the
“contrary, yet more ordinarily-aftera while God -
does restrain Satan, though no man can deter-
anineany precise time, yet after a while they -
‘are wont to be removed. God muay so far
-liear praycrs, as to remove this affliction.
‘SOMETIMES he complains bitterly of
the badness of his ‘own heart, speaks of it as .
"¢xceeding bad; hesays he never saw it so
- bad as of late, and seems t0 be almost discou- -
‘raged ther¢hy.  In this case he may be told,
L. That the heart of every. natural man is
e,rcvedmg' bad. Many times through restraints
~of corryption and common grace, the badness
- of it is hidden ; but the 4eart of every natural
 manis dcspcratelg wicked, Jer. xvil. 9. What-
" ever appearspces it may make, it is utterly
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corrupt ; every sin is unmortified : those sins
that théy have not been accustomed to, those
. sins that their tempers do not dispose them to;
those siiis -of ‘whose baseness they have the
deepest sense, and their hearts are totally

‘ empty of afl Soodness, therc is not one spark
.of goodness in them : that the principle of sin

is as strong in them after they are enllghtemd

) and reformed as ever it was.

2. Thet it is necessary for him to lbe con-

vinced of the budness of his own heart. - When

men see the badness of their own hearts, they
are ready to be discouraged ; but they. arp
then in a more hopeful condition than before :
“if men be stran “their own hearts, they
Jwill trust é_ggihemseh‘cs, and mneglect Christ.
iGed fitst distoyers tothem what they are, and

- flieti he discovers the excellency of Christ to
‘them : ‘men will never come to Christ, till they

‘are ¢convinced what corrupt, blind and dead

_creatures they be.  And therefore the more
"God shews him -of -the badness of his heart,

“the more gracioisly he deals with him.: the
" badness of the heart is matter of sorrow, but
“the sight of that badnvss is matter.of encour.
agement ; the more they see of that, the more
hope therc is of theirbeing prepared for Christ.

-3, That it is Jus best way to search his own
heart Sarther. Many times men will com.
fain bitterly of the badness of. their own
Kéarts, andd one time after another give an ac,

“¢nunt that.they have seca more in their hearts
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than ‘ever they did before ; and yct arc far .
from secing what lhey must seé 1n their -own
hearts.,- And while it is thus, thcy should be
-put uporn it to study their hearts, that they mzy
. see more, of them : persons are afraid to s¢e
- their own hearts, and arc wont to strive against
it, seeking to persuade themselves that they
are Better than indeed . they be: it crosses
- their pride, and their false hopes, . to see .the
: badness of their own hearts ; therefore there
is need to stir them up. thereunto, and to ftell:
: them of what consequence it is. The sight
-of the heart is like the opening of-a festered -
‘wound, it prepares mgnfpr healing ; " they"
-should be put upon it to search themselves,
i and ied 16t the way to v & particular things
~may be propounded to them ta search. after 1
‘this is a very natural thing, for:the sincerity
-of their conversion has a great dependance
~upon the thorough knowledge of their hearts.
+. Quest, Whether at this time it is not best to
turge_him to believe on Christ, though he does
im0t thoroughly understand the badness qf /ns
own heart ¢ :
vhisw. 1. Tt may not be amiss while hc is
in this condltnon, to mind him that it is his
duty to believe in. Christ:  And to set forth
somctimes the excellency and sufficiency of
Christ before him, it may be scveral ways be- .
‘neficial to him ;-it.may help him to take no-
tice, of the contrarioty. and . opposition of his
heart to this duty, and lead him into a furthér
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understanding of the corruption of his naturc ;
_it may give some check to that spirit of sel!-
‘righteousness that prevails in hini, and make
- him sensible of the necessity of the rightcous-

ness of Christ unto his justification ; it may
'serve to encourage as to the possibility of his

salvation, and coavince him, that he is capable
" to be brought into a state of salvation.

2. Yet there is no ground to hope, that il
“he thoroughly sces himself, he will accept the
“offer of the gospel. Men must be first humble
" before they will believe. Invitations to come
" to Christ will never be successful, till men

are driven out from their false refuges ; they

‘may hear the most powerful arguments witn

-a great deal of evidence and affection, but they

will not be obedieat ; either they will be afraid
' to come to Christ, and have one thing or other

to object ; they will be fearful, because they
" see 50 much sin, or because thev do not know
that God means them, or they have fiot the
jnward call of the gospel. Under some notion

‘or other they will not come, or else they will

come in a presumptuous manner, and pretend

10 believe when they do not indeed believe :

. cither they will be borne down with unbelie.,

or they will get afalse faith. .

SOMETIMES the man complains that he

lias not encouraging scriptures come to him, .

and therefore he fears that' he is not under the

work of the spirit : other men have encourag-
- ing scriptyres brq;ghtto them, and therefore
6 - S
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God does not deal with him, as with those he
is wont toconvert. In this case the ‘minister. -
may tell him,. . . . : w
1. That 1fhe have supporting considerationsi:
cast into his heart, that is.sufficient ; there is”
no.necessity to have enccuraging scriptureso
to.come witha great deal of power upon hisit
heart; there:is need of some supporting.cons»
siderations, to maintain an hope, and to keep.t
him from despair: and if the heart be buti
supportéd with an hope that he may obtain at:/
last, that is sufficient. - God dcals very va-.:
riously with ‘men; some, that have many !
cncouraging  scriptures,’” do never obtdin
mercy. - S ' o
2. That if he does continue to wait upon...
God, he may have encouraging scriptures come ..
to him after a while. God knows what he .;
stands in necd of, and dbes not tie up himself
toshesame method, as to the circumstances ©
of the work : he uses a great deal of variety ; 3 -

13

‘Scarce two persons are carried on exactly af- .|
ter the same manner; some have more en-"v
couragement towards the beginning},‘and oth.
ers towards the latter end of the wor =x
SOMETIMES he says, thatif he were sure -

to obtain, he conld be willing to take any pains : - 3
yea, though ‘God should hold him waiting . ;

‘a long while ; and he could be content to go

througl any angujsh of spirit ; but that which

sinks his heart, and makes him dull, is, that
“he is not certdin of success. Inthis case:he . - - -
may be told by the minister,

. < ¥

1
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- 1. Thatall, that have obtained mercy, have
sought upon the encouragement, . that thei
might obtain mercy. They did not know what
the issue of it would be; the possnbnhty of it
was that which bore up their hearts in using

of means; they had some hope mingled with
fear, and i they had not sought upon the en-
couragement of the possibility, they had cer- = -
tainly’ gone without mercy. The sick man .
does not say he will not use means, unless he
were: certain of a cure :  the-merchant does not -
say that he ‘will not send his ship to sea, un- -

less he were certain of a prosperous 'voyage :

the husbandman does not:say that he will not .
plow and sow his land, unless he were certain -

of a good crop; men must wait upon God,

upon this encouragement, that they may ob..:

tain ‘mercy, John.i1 8, 9.

2. That the mere loss of their pains is @ small
matter. ‘It will be a-dreadful thing for a man
to lose his 3oul; but the mere loss of their

-labour is a small matter. A man may well -
venture the loss of his labour in hope of ‘the

salvation of hissoul. A man that is sick, will

~ venture the loss'of a little ‘expense for the:
preservation of *his life : men_ have no cause -
to be very scrupulous about the loss of their -

pams, the loss of their souls will be far sorer.
. It is not fit that men-should be sure to ob-

‘tam mercy, till they do. believe in Christ.
‘There-is security enough, that if they do be- . .
lieve-in Christ, they sha be savcd and there -
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is no reason that God should be desired to
make a new covenant, and secure salvation
to any other condmon God has descended
low enough when he promises salvation to be-
lieving: -and it is too much for any. man to
desire that Gad should promise it to praying,
to reading, to reforming, &c. Especislly see.
ing those things are done with a false heart,
only for salvation. .

4. If men ‘be t/zorougbly scared with the
danger of damnation, they will reudily improve
their possibility, and not stand for assurance of
success. . Men will be glad of a possibility,
and not neglect means, because they have no
more cncouragement: if a man be cast into
thc sea, he will not neglect swimming, be-
cause he is not certain that he can swim to the
shoré : if aman be pursued by an enepy, he
wilt not stand still, because he is not certain
that he shall get' clear. If men stand con-
vinced of their dreadful danger in neglecting
to seek, they will betake themselves to the usc
of means at a venture, rather than ‘TUN thc
bazard of their souls. -

SOMETIMES Ae complams that after /ze
has told the minister how it is with him, ‘it
seems to him as if he had told a company of fies ;
and he is terrified with the apprehension of i ir.
In this case he may be told,

1. That these thoughts rise partly from the-
Srightfulness of his conscience.  He is in a ter-
rified condition, and s0 the sound ofa shakmg
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:leaf wnll scarc lnm and hc ﬂces when noxie
jporsueth; he imagines dangers where there
be none; .he has a tremblmg _guilty con-
scjence, and is afraid that he sins when he
does not, and is ready to chacge things upon
himself 'wnhout csusé,

. 2. That these thoughts arise j'rom those con-
trary workings that are in._his own heart.
.Sometimes he has a great sense of - danger,
*sometnmcs be has but little sense of it :. some-
stimes he is afraid he has committed the up.
pardonable sin, and then be is not afraid of it :
Jie has a great variety and change of frames,
and whatever account he gives of the work-
ipgs of ‘his own heart, he | as had some cop-
trary workings thereunto ;' so that after he has

vid what wor mge of heart.)2 had, he hasre-

ﬁcctxons, because he . nemembcrs sotnc con-
trary workings of heart. .

5 SOMETIMES a man, that has been seek.
ing after peave with Goda great. while, leaves
aff for some months toget/zer, he is followed
with guilt, and comes and makes his cate
_known unté the minister : In this case it nve—
Ty suitable, .

- 1.- 7o reprove him jbr his backslrdmg’, and
set before him the sinfulness of what he has
done, and the danger that he has. cxposed
himself unto : he has quenched the spirit, the -
tendency of whose motions was for his good ;
he bas sinned against a great deal of light;
when he was in a more hapeful way, he has
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relapsed into a sorrewful condition: he h;;s
lost ground, and has a great deu) of his work
10 do over again : God must nceds be greatly
provoked with him. . S
2. To encourdage him notwithstanding, f()y
ussuring him, that he is capuble of mercy. God
Invites backsliders to return to him : persons
are sometimes cured of relapscs: God has
_mercy enough to pardon such sins, several
})ersons have had experience of it: sometimes
st attempt is not successful; (as when
avid attempted to bring the ark into the
place prepared for it) but.the next time he
. prospered. o
. 8. To warn them that they do not so again.
They are in great danger, because they have

. 'done so already ; a beast that has once tired,.
_is more ready 1o do so again: those temipta.
tions that have prevailed upon'them, are more
Jike %o prevail 2gain ; and if they get an habit
- of backsliding, they will be the more incura.
ble : custom in an evil way naturalizes it to

men : they run mare readily into the same.

- S8OMETIMES a man goes on 'in a wayof*
seeking a great while, yet seems to be at g
stand, the work dous not go forward : he has
the same fears, the same complaints, sces
-nothing further into his own heart; he is like
a maninachronical disease, that notwithstand-

ing all medicines, continnes much in the sanze’
osture, he is ncither much worse nor much
_better : like a ship that beats upon the cousy
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day by day, and cannot get in.. In this case
the minister may, - s : Lo
¥ V! Mind ki that he may quickly die. The
dénse of'approaching death is very terrifying,
and will stir men up to do their utmost : the
fite of death is terrible, and it may be very -
'}ﬁ’(}ﬁtable to work upon them, a sense that
Hey may be ‘quickly snatched away; they
Hive the secds of all diseases in them ; Gad’s
jodgments are as a light that goeth forth.
‘Meén iire commonly snatched away before they
Hire dware: many of the Israclites that went
dut of Egypt, did not live to go into Canaan'
their way is offensive to God, and so he ‘may
take them away in his auger.: R
9, T convince them, that they cannot make
eir own hearts better. One thing that
makes men be at a stand is, that they are
Waiting in expectation to mend' their own

yearts : they hope from sabbath to sabbath,
aid from one duty to another; and though
they fuil’ hitherto of their expectation : they
find that aflictions do not do it, nor ordi-
Jianuces, nor mercies, nor examples; yet they
re promising themsclves that, after a while,
‘they shall make them ‘better, and it is fit they
“should be convinced of the impossibility of
that ;. their hoping and waiting for that is their
ynare : they may be shewed how it is quite
beyond their power: whatever resolutions
ahey take up, whatever puins they take, what.
ever encouragements, afflictions and tertois
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-they have, yet it is beyond.the compass of
their power; they cannot understand the ex:
cellency of God and Cherist, or the great evil
’_of sin? sm governs lhem, and they cannot
subdue it: self-love may make them seek
salvation, but not love God ahove themselves.
Men cannot be scared out of a sinful estate,
fthough they may out of some sinful practices.
" 8.- T possess them that Godis very angry
with them, notwithstanding the pains they take,
For one great reason why they make no pro-
'ﬁcxency is, becapse ‘they live upon their du-
ties; though they do not think that their du-
ties do justify them, yet they do pacify their
‘consciences with them ; and they think that
‘God will have a respect to the pains they take:
they do what they can, and thcy do no more
than some others: and they hope they stand
upon better terms with God than formerly ;
and though they speak of their own badness,
Yyet they imagine so much of their own goad-
'ness, as that they think it will be an hard case
for God todamn them, therefore they should
be convinced upon what terms (they stand
wuh God ; that, as thereis no merit in their
duties, $o thére is nothing to move God to
pity them,nor to abate the anger of God to-
wards them but their best duties ate pxovo~ A
cations, and xmputed to them as sins.
SOMETIMES a nan that has been in a
~very hopeful way quickly to get through the
yogk of conversion, retums again to his old
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msmrcs ; he had of late great convictions of
ithe badness of his ownvheart, the hypocrisy of
flus duties, the insufficiency of any thing of his
'own to gain God’s favor, and has such work-
“ings of heart as-are wont immediately to pro-
‘cure submission to-God, and a work of humi-
Jiation, and in a little time tacks-abobt, and i 1s
remote from-humiliation as*heused tobe: .
the children of Israel when they were almost
ready to enter into Cdnaan, fetched a compass,
sind ‘wandered a- long time inthe wildetness,
In this case the minister may,

1. Parn him that -he beriot. afraid toseethe
‘badness of his -own theart. TFor persons that
‘have been praying-for it, are yet afraid of it
‘when it comes to. It is such a'doleful and
uncomfortable spectacle that they cunnot bear
16 behold if; the sense of it is so cross to their
.pride, and stirs up such fears ‘of 'damna‘tipn,
that they cannot tell how to sway with it, and
lal)Ol to hide it from themselves, and to get
such aflcctions as may comfort them; but
they should be told, that there is 1o cause for
‘them to fear to see thur own hearts, for it is
(‘lar"uoua to be ignorant of them, ‘but not
dau.ytxoua to sce them ; the s‘i'rht of the heart
is awful, but not hurtful; € heart is bad
whetler lhéy sce it or no, dl‘ld they must see
it before it be better @ the surgean must come
to Jxe bottom of the wouund btforé he heals it.
. 2. Instruct hiny that there is @ necsssity of
»Izs .‘;u/)nms‘on to God; for his opposition to

7 .
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that lr\s made him to quench those c0nv1ctmns
of the spirit which he had. He could not bear
to yield himself a prisoner into the hands of
God,:and to lie at his foot waiting for mercy,
‘and that he has put him upon it to deliver him-
self from those convictious that led him away ;
_but he must be instructed, that there is a ne-
cessity of submitting himself to God ; -he can-
“not help himself, and God is’ bound to help
him ; God may leave him to perish if he will
aid so long as he magnifies himself; and re-
fuses to resign up himself to God, God will
nat discover Christ to him ; lie may pray, but
he will not be heard : God resists the proud.
SOMETIMLS he is afraid that his eon-
victions are not like the convictions of. other
men, and he hath several argumeﬂts to. strengt/z-
en those Jears.
‘One argument is, that his convictlons are
- only the workings of natural conscience, and.
not from the spirit of God: his convictions
sre the workings of his own thoughts ;. buthe
may be told, the way of the Spiri’s’ working,
nht.n it does convince men, is by enlighten-
- ing natural conscience; the spirit' does not
: \wrk by giving a testimony, but by assisting
natural conscience to do its work : natural
conscience is the instrument in the hand of
God to accuse, condemn, terrify, and to urge
to duty = the spirit of God leads men into the
consideration of their danger, and makes them
to be .aﬁ'—c.cd thercwnh Prov.. wx.:87. The
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spirit of man is the candle of the Lord, searzv’z

ing all the inward parts of the belly. - \When
men’s own hearts are stirring-them up to sin,
anr] they have many reasonings about'it, ﬁmt
b sign that Satan is not busv with them :

50 when their own hearts are accusing and
Bightening of them, it is no sign that the Spirit

af God is not at work with them : all the:ré-’ .

‘gular actions of conscience, all those convic-
'tions that are accordmg to the word of God
trf: from the spirit of God.
- Another argument is, that his terrors are
~xnot so givat as other men’s.  Many others
thave such terrors that they are swallowed up
-stherewiih, almost dlstractcd, and the-town
+ may take notice of it ; but'his'terrors ar¢ more
- moderate by f‘u“ but he may be told,
That there is great diversity in the dcg grees.

""ofmns trouble : ‘every man must have so’

i much trouble, as to make him strive carnest-
ly after salvation, and do what he can do in
~‘order to it; so . much as to make him tho.
<'iroughly to refarm, and earnestly to strive to
rget into a converted condition. rvc’) ship’
* that performs its voyage, must hm. ¢ s0 much
¢ wind as may make thic ship sail; but some
ships_ have stmngu and niore tcmp' stuous
winds than others have.  Sowe nicn are of
‘more tender spirit, and less will prevail upon
- them, than upon others: and some ricn,
whose troubles are but sm'\ll at the beginnidg,
-do grow afterwards to a great heighth : G

LT
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uses his sowrewnty very much As to the“de--
grees of mien’s trouble. o

. Anotheg argument 1s, that his terror dhd:
not begin cs other men’s did. Many others.
have béen smitten in the  preaching of the’
word, the word of God has t.een like a shal‘p»
sword. in their- heart ; but hi$ troubles cami:’
from the examples of other s, or from sem&:=*
affliption, or from_ his_fall into somc sm but'
Be may be told, '

That it is all one from what oceasion Fis trou’
Ules did arise, pravided that he be but convinced "
of the absolute necessityof ;)resefrtf'eeonc’l "tlaﬂ,
and be but exrnest in his endeavors after that :-
though the word be a priecipal means of con- ~
version, yet God may bkss what means he
witl to-do: the: work, Luke ifi. 10, 12, 14,
Jer.ii. 24, * Examysles, falis, and aﬂhctloqs
have a great tendm"y this way. - Whatever-
be the means of men’s reformation, yet if. men
be reformed it 18 well:- God would have men
make use of providences as well as ardinances,’
there is a voice of God in them, Mic. vi. 9.7

Another argument is, ]‘rmuse ke does not:
see the evil 0/‘ sin.. He sces a great deal oLt
darger, but he dées net see the evil of sihy
e thinks that other men sec more than h. -
secss but he may'be told,

Tlat other men do never see the great f'vzl' *
q/' sin, until they are converted. Meéh muy see

a moral cvil in sin, and a great deal of the
vanity and iol!) of 1t though’ tﬁey are’not.ar-’
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der a pt‘qmraxm'y work of the spirit ;- but they
never come to see the great evil of sin, until;
they are converted.. Men have not a spiritual
understanding given them, till they are con-.
verted ; so long as they remain under the pre- .
paratory work of the spirit, no such things.
€an be expected from them, asiarg peculiar to
s:uuts : when once men come. to sec the evil .
of sin, they also see the glory of God; they:
do mortify their sins, and are brought into ;a.
state of saucnﬁcatxon. R o
Another argument is, I)’vcame he. daes not.
prosper in his seekings ; he has been seeking .
long time, and yct God stands at a distance
from him, other men get through it quickly ;
some that began a long time since him, have -
- obtamed peace with God bat he is left vet im -+
a dcplorable conditian : bul: be may be: tald,.. ¥
2hat it is a common thing with God to con-
vert some ir.a far shorter time than: others. .
On}e shxp may spend twice as mych time as
anothnr n performing the same voyage; one
“man’s dxscasc,mav be broke in far less time
than anether man’s. .Some men have more
temptanons and hindrances than others ; the
Spiriy pursues some men more closely than
othcrp : aud thosc, that are longer under the
work, may be as soundly .converted at last. -
"The great reason why men do not hitherto:
* prosper in their seekings, is not that their first,
‘troubles were not like the traubles of uvther.
men, but because they trust im their own .
. 72
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'rmhteousresi; and are nat-yet convineed: of
their own helpless condition, and thc badMSs
~of their own'hearts. ks

* Quest. ‘But'are ot some men’s convictiohs
J(mrf terrors saving 2 'Is thert not a differenée
«ll alonig in the terrors of them that are clect
(m(l them that are ‘reprobate 2 <

‘Answ. There is no difference for a/great
w/n/e betreeen the strivingsof the Spirit in those .
_that shall be converted, and in those that shall
‘not. -As there miy be no difference in abie
voyages of two ships for a pretty while, one
of which at last arrives in the harbor, and the
“other is cast-away ; so it is here. Thosc, that
“shall never be convci‘ted may have the same
‘experiences for a considerable time, that those
have tat shall be eonverted ;' there may be
0 difference in their awakcmngs, in their re.
-formations, in their temptations, in their en- .
‘couragements, nor in respect’ of thelr frames.
“This docs : appear,

1. Briause -those strivings t/mt men may J‘
“have, that shall never be comverted, are sy
cient to-bri ing men forward ‘tawar(k- Christ.
. There is no- necesslty at all, that the elect
‘'should have any other strivitigs for a time,
than what are commion to reprobates; . the
convictions that reprobates may have are suf-
licient to bting mien forward towards Christ-;
‘those terrors that reprobates wray have, -are
‘sufficient t& wean them from the world; to .
make them veform theit hves, ang likor to be
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- conyerted..- If men have but such a sense of
-hell.as many reprobates have had, there is no
danger but they will take pains to be saved.

: Ps, 1xxviii. 34. - Though this will not con-
-vert them, yet it will bring them nearer to the:
.kingdom of God, than they were; it will
make them travel towards Christ, and over:
-come several impediments that lay inthe way
-of their conversion ; though they do not. see
 the great evil of sin, yet they will be afraid of
sit; -though they do niot see the excellency of
-haliness, yet they will seek afterit: common

<¢,’on,victions are a preparation for conversion.
2. They, that are ta be converted, are not
‘wapable of any strivings-of the Spirit, 6ut what
are common, till they come to be humbled, and
40 believe. It is a pretty while after God be-
gins to strive with the elect, before they come
to bé-humbled, and to beliéve in Christ ; and
before that, they are not capable of any striv-
ings, but what are common. What can there
-be; but what is common to 6ther men:? Oth-
ér men-have fears of hell and judgment, sense
of wrath, moral convictions of the evil of sin;
_encouragements, many discoveries of vileness
in their own hearts, and -deceitfulness: and
wthat . can these have more before they are
humbled ? they are not capable yet to see the
evil of sin, the excellency of Chnst nor of
godly :sorrow, nor of sincere desires, because ,
‘they are not converted. Why may not a rep-

robate: have as much conviction as they ?
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What are they capable of im their present cir-
eumstances, but what many have had that are’
now in hell ? Some speakof a saving convic. '
tion and contrition ; Whatis it ? if it be.only
ef hell and wrath, rcpmbates have such as well
as they ;. it cannot be the great evil of: sin, for
none can see that, but they “that are convcrtedr
natural ‘men are bhnd Rev. iti. 17,

8. If there be a dzﬁrcncc, men might be
able:to tell what the difference is, and apply it.
"Fhese is a difference between common grace:
and saving grace, and. we are able to give “m
acgount what it is : so if there were a differ-"
ence between the convictions of the elect aud,

#rcpcobatc, we might be able from the word of ’
- Gad to tell what the difference is ;. if erdinary’*
men could not do it, yet it might. be expected,
that such as have a deeper insight into'the
scraptures shoujd : there God ' gives us raled.
to. discern the difference that isin his dispen >
sations 3 but no-man in the world is able téf
tell what canvictions of wrathand hell are pe- -
culiar. te elect sinners, and what are peculiar-™" "
to reprobates. Can we distinguish them by’ ’**
their kinds, by their degree, by their continu-"4
ance,:by-their immediate effects ? What rules: i
have we to.guide us in this matter ? And can.’ “é
we make an application to persons ? If sinners: -
give-us a.true account of their terrors, can we:
tell .one that his conyictiens are such as are: '~
proper to the elect, and ‘they will end in con-
version ; and anobher, thut hxs convxcnons args.

i {
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the comlctlons of seprobatbs, and: that thty
will end in damnation:? This world bé a bold-
m,dcrmkmg of uny man; the scripuure is si-
lent about it; yea the scripture speaks. the-
contrary, Luke xii. 52. thews ﬂat wcr: amar»
ing in ye hindered.

*SOMETIMES the man is aﬁmd tfmt Im ,

shatl die quickly, and lives in_a great deal t{ ‘

torment upon, that acesunt. -He 1s in:-anguish -

of spirit; this frame rises either merely from .

his sense of God’s anger, he thinks God wilt -
presently pour out. his wrath ; or sometimes. -
besides this, there is sometfung ih providence -
that looks that way, or some word comes t& °
him that makes him fearit ;. as that, Set thine -
kouse in order, for thou slzalt die and not-dive. -
* In this case he should-be told by:the minister;

1. That ke ought, not:-to take: up -such @
conclusion. . No man shoeuld believe any thing
thaé may be false: he has no sufficient grounds

up any such. peremptory conclusion,
for tbﬂé thing itsell-is wacertain ;. God’s angﬂ
&l(xs nqt slu.,w it; God has been apgry withs
bimp long time, Yethe lives ; neither do these -
other signs. shxw that it shallbﬁ wc.hﬂnhgs
bave o.fenﬂmes failed.

2, 1%at it is not so usual with God.: 1o xtnkc :
men awey when they are under earnest cudea
vors to be converted.. God threatens, sinpers
to take. them awgy. in the time-of their secus -
Fity :. nhen they say peace, peace, 1 Fbhes: v -
3. Mat. xxiv. 48. ,'I'nhough sometimes men.

[
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die that are seeking alter peace wnh God atid
to all appearance have not found ; vet this is
not an ordinary dispensation.  When he is
-striving by his Spirit to bring them to repent-
ance, it is an. hopeful sign that God will wait
a while upon-them ;- if 'we kuock:at a man’s
door, and they beall fast and do not stir_to
open the door, we are wont to go away ; but
if we perceive thai they are rising and pre-
panng to open the door, we are content(‘
-wait a while. God generaily stays to sce whit
-work men will make of it.
3.. That he -has indeed no certainty J of his
life:: Iis body is mortal and fral, and mauy
wmen die suddenly. God has been much pro.
voked by him, and may justly snatch bim
‘away by-a sudden stroke. . Many times men
* have very little warning of death, the fear of
“death is of great use to_forward the work of
conversion : if men put far away the evil day,
they thereby harden their hearts; the right
numbeving of their days, is a mcans to make
them ¢ doply their hearts to wzsdom, Psal.- xc.
12. son this account it is good to nourish
awfal- fears of death : that makes men sensible
- of the vanity of the world, of the dangerous.
ness.of sin, of the nccessity of making haste
"to be converted; therefore ministers should
say notling to pcrsuade them that they aré in
" no danger, for they are in real dangcr, and it

* - is best for them tohave the sense of it; this

will solemnize their spirits, and qmckcn them
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to their work; when afiraid of death, they
will be willing to take pains, and not be- hin-
dered by temptations.
SOMETIMES he complains that /e ﬁm&s‘
a dreadful murmuring spiri¢ ; he is dreadful
apt to quarrel with God and cannet tell how
to justify him': it is a great terror to him, yet
.he cannot deliver hinmself from it. In thls
case he may be told, v
" 1. Thatitis gcnfrall y so with men undér
‘the work of preparation.  There is scarce any
“but has experience of it. Men can hardly
“bear outward afflictions, much ‘less appear-
ances of damnation :: when awakened sinners
~dre called upon to submit to God, yield them-
“selves prisoners to him, there are two courses
\hat men take to avoid it: one is, to establish
Ta righteousness of their own ; they strive to
p*mfy the anger of God, they would fain do
“'something to engage the heartof God to save
“'them. Upon that account they pray affcc-
t;onately they are exact in their outward -car-
““fiage, they strive to make their hearts better :
>T'he other way is, when they find that their
danger continues, after all their pains, they
_quarrel with God, object against his dispen-
Banons, “find fault w:th him ; theyare in atu-
mult their hearts are in an uproar, and they
“are murmuring against God’s dealing. .
2, That he may see much of his own heart
Cin t/zese tnurmurings. Andindeed thede ur-
B nunngs are a gruxt occasion someumx.s to

i

'
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bring men of from their own righteousness :
therefore it is good to lcad him on this occa.
sion into the sense of the wretchedness of his .
own heart; be may sce in these workings
much of his own hypocrisy, he has owned
many times the need he has of free mercyy
and that he deserved condemnation; yet now
he murmurcs as if God owed salvation to him ;
he may sece much . of the pride of his own
‘heart, in rising up against God, and of his
.boldness, and of his enmity to (;od, these
workings of heart do discover a dreadful
fountain of sin within.

3. That those objections whick his: heart
nakes against God's proceeding are causeless,
He may be shewn particularly, that the ways
of God are righteous, and that men have no
reéason to murmur against him. It should be
cleared up to him, that God has great causg
to find fault with him, but he has no cause to
find fuult with God.

1. If the man OBJECTS, that men are
brought under a necessity of sinning, and yc¢
are /)ums/zed jbr sin. Sin being DECRELD,

- it cannot but be committed, ycetit is punishedy
He wmay be told,

1. That the DECREE of GOD does Roé-
at all infiringe the liberty of man : though the
decrees bring a necessity, yct men “act asg
{reely as if there were no. decrees,, The de-
cree of God offers no violence to the will of
man ; men choose the ways of sin, Isa. Ixvi
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3. " And therefere the decrce.is no excuse for
sin : men do not accept it when any wrong
as done unto thcm, neither will God accept it
s au excuse ; men act their own pleasure and
«ispositions when they sin: the necessity ris-
ing from the decree, does not take ~away the
commendableness “of good actions, nor' the
‘hlameableness of bad-actions ; this necessity
«Joes not cut off all rewards and punishments.

2. That in this decree, ‘God does but use his
sovereign liberty. If God will make a mul-
titude of men and angels, must he be bound
to bring them all to eternal life 2 Who shall
lay a prohibition upon God, that he shall not
make use of some of them for the glory of his
justice ? if it be injurious for God to decree
that mien shall sin, and then punish them for
their sin, then he is utterly cut off from all
opportunity for the glorifying of his justice;
but-it is worth the wbile fcr men and angels
to suffer for the manifestation of God’s vin.
dlcuve justice.

2. If'the man OBJLC TS that the sin qf
ADAM is zmputed to kim, and upon that ac-
count he is deprived of original holiness ;
whereas he was not at all active in it, and
gave no vonsent into it. - He may be told,

Y. That men in many cases have a power to
appoint others to repvesent them; and they
are accordingly bound to stand or fall accord-
g 1o the carriage of representatives : yea,
mien ha\ e a power to make representatives

] .
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for othcrs ;" these things are common in rat.
ters of a civil nature. ‘Why then may ‘not
God, who hath more power ovér men, than
. they. have over themselves, appoint one to re-
- present them, to aict on their hehalf, accord.’
ing to w hose uniagc, thcy should stand of
il ?2-
"2, That this was a Jair and p’rabable way
Jor the good of mankmd ; it was as hopeful a’
Way. as for every man to stand for himself:
there was less likelihood that all Adam’s pos-:
terity should stand ; than that he should stand,
only from the personal qualifications of Adam,
which were certainly greater than his poste-
rity would have had in the time of their child-
hood ; but because Adam was under an ex-
2ucdmg great bend, he had a great charge
~upon him ; the happmess of all’ his’ posterlty
“having a great dependance upon his carnag@..
Adam had not only the care of his own sol
upon him, but he stood “intrusted for mang;
millions that were to descend from him; an
it was probable, that that consideration should
make him more careful to ku:p God’s cove-
mmt.
. 8. If the man. OBJF CcTS agamst the se-
.vertty of God's law, that punishes men with
evcrlastmg damnation. 'He may be told,

1. That it is very meet that hé sbou[(l ap-
point such a [)un;slzment as might be d' great
vestraint to man’s sinning. If God had ap-
pointed'some Hittle punishment, inen would
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have. het:n more hold to break the law of God.
Expenencc shews, that this severe pumsh-
ment is not sy ﬂiucnt to keep multitudes from
hvmg in a way of sin; if the pumshment had
‘igen, less, men would have regarded it but
yery little. -

2. It was very meet God should a,b/)amt a
punishment.that was suitable for the vindica-
tion of his name. God loves himself, and
his name is-dear to him; and it become's
God to annex such a pcnalty to his law, as
that his great name might be vindicated:
God is a great God, and therefore sin is a
grca; evil; and it is very fit that if sin be
punished, there be a 4 unishment appointed
some ways. proportionable to the great evil of
glm. o
3. That by God's a[)pomtma' $0 dreacg/‘ul a
pumslzment makes no man miserable.  God
“holds qut the point of a sword, this will do.
.them no hurt 1f they do not run against it :
iL30d makes a dreadful pit, this will hurt no
«map if he does not run into it: God’s law
. mgkes no man: misgrable ; they make them.
selves miserable, and are cruel to their own
souls, when they sin against him.

.. 4. The punishment appointed for sin, 'is no
O‘reatcr than the recompence of obedience.
"I’herg is an equality in the law, the law is as -

. bouptiful 1o the obedient, as severe to the dis-

“obedignt : f the Jaw did appointlittle rewards
gf obegienee, and gre,z\t pumshments of diso-
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'bcd:tnce, nién ‘would h'we more shew for
ithéir conipltints, but the reward'is as great
us the punishment. - Ileaven isas o'oocl as hcﬂ
is bad.

‘2. If he OBJLCTS, That God has s/zcwelf
mercy to others that frave not taken so mich
pains as he : God p.lldt ns others;, and gives
grace to oth::rs, but deénies hm : Hc m-\y be
told

That kis la/‘or ‘ond- serviee dos lny 1o
6on(l upon God to shew mercy to him. Whatever
he has. pretended in his prayers, he has no true
reghrd to the glory of ‘God, he hius minded
nothing bigher than his ow rr¢a!\ at cn, “he has
been serving himself,mind not God.”- Ged is
no ways (L)ll“‘(.d to give hiim ‘such a reward,
he has not muxttd grace, but has merited
condemnation by such services: “there is noth.
ing in such services to' work “upon the: mercy
of God ; God’s mercy i not- moved' by ahy
cxtemal thing, there is nothing in"those sef..
vices to enguge the justice of God, they are
far from Lemg meritorious ; there iy nothmg
to engage the faithfulness of God': *Gdd has:
niade noabsolute promlses to any hypo«_ntlcat
ra) ers. .

9. That God has a hbcﬂj to. bestow -his-
grace upon whom fre will.- Mercy is God’s own,
and he will ‘make ‘choice who shall be- the
subjects of it. CGod is' master of his‘own
gifts,” wift’ bestew them Gpon-one, ahd dény
them to others. "l‘hs just {oPGott fo'deny alt--

«
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sinaers saving merey, butif he pleases to have

'.mercy upon sowe, none may prescribe who
vthey shgll be; but he ~may chogse ong, aud
refuse another 1Cor. iv. 7. .

. 3. That God never did bestour saving merﬂz/
-Il/)al,t any sinner, while he gquarrelled against
fus proceodmg Before ever others had mercy,
their spirits were brought dowu, and they were
broucrht to Justxfy God, and lie at his feet; if
they had stood. it out as he does, they w ould
have gone without saving mercy, Isa. xlv, 23
2o me every knee shall bow.

5, If he OBJECTS that Ae has done what
## can, and yet God denies grace to-him. Hge
-should not think mach of iat, it he gave way
te a sluggish spirit, and carried himself vi-
ciously,  but he does what he ean, and what
yould God have more. He may be told,

. Y. That if he does what he can, he may not
" challenge mercy from thence. By what law
will.he demand saving grace because of that ?
- Thatdoesnotinitsownnature take away God’s
Jiberty and his sovereignty : there is no wrong
.done hlm, if God sces cause to deny him;
nejther is tkere any promise whercby God
has obliged himsclf to those that do all they
can ; -God has left it in his own liberty to.dc
ny: them, if he pleases.
'.".2. That he doth not what he can. It may
bg he is qthcrwasc very. faulty, but however
he does not do what hc can, because he ‘does
.not own the. sovprelgnty of God ; he does not
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Justify Go#t)! ‘Aor ackndwledge that God aay-
justly rejec’! ‘Him after #ll. - - Indeed *he canniot
do thig without help frem God, so he canrot':
pray and reform, without ‘assistance +oyet this:
is.a thiug he can do, principles of nature may
produce this effeet ; many natural ‘men have::
come to this; men that have no natural print ;
ciple ‘have resigned up themselves to God,.
their mouths hote been- stopped, and they havc
become guilty before God. i

6. 1{'he OBJECTS thit God requires ldm”
to believe, whereas it is not-in his power: he
is deod in sin, and yet'God binds him to'be-
lieve, ancl-calls on him ito believe’; this seema:
v:ry hord and strange.s He méy betold;: + .-

« That though he has lost his. - pottedivoi s

om/, yet God hes riot-lost his potver to oomisy

awd, - 1T he' has lost his strength, yet God: b
lws ot fost his suthority : if a servant make
himself drunk, andhe not able to do his rimu: -
ter’s: business, that is nd exouse,: - Godrgave::
man power at first, and - his prodi J:ln'y dbes e
m,t deliver'him from God’s authorat

< That in this way y ‘Ged s pleascd nmhyw

nm‘es to work fuith.: Men are able to do.
many things in order to believing, and hereby -

they are-pat upon itto prepare for that ; anlr:: -

in that way many have fiith wrowrght mtﬁém
‘There havemultitudes, byithe blessu\g'bf God
on the prenching, of tie gospel; been lmmghw

xoembmer Josus-Chrigt,: b oadin ke
L v wr'\m-rva )r,'?~

& JETAT e .-auJI
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- SOMETIMES the man says; e is affaid.

to do any thing in religion ; for whatever he
does he (s ready to trustto.it ; if he prays, .
fasts, reads, especially when he does those
thmgs with any affection ; so he trusts in his,.

conscientiousness.. In this case he may‘be
told,. X '

means. - He must be: sure to attend his duty

whatever ill use his heart be ready to make of .

it ; he must not scare himself from his duty,
because he is ready to trustin it : duty must
be done, God’s command: must_be attended,

whatever be the consequence of it. "Men may.

not take upon them te. judge when it is best
to attend God’s command, and when it is dan-
gerous, and: se give themselves a dispensation
fram their duty ; -as:men must not do evil that

Ao That he may 1ot negléct lzi&dﬂiﬁéy an;y,«;

L 3

good may come of it ;- so they may not neglect

_good; lest evil come of that: men must do-

their- duty,- and run the adventure of their
heart’s making a bad use thereof.
2. That there is no necessity of men's-trust-

ing o what they do. If God. do but open

theireyes, to see the plague of their own heart,
“they will: not trust to what they do. When
men are thoroughly convinced: of the abomi.
natiens that-are. in their. hearts, and see the:
hypocrisy.-and: formality. of their duties, it is:

imposeible they should trust in them: their -
confidence in their duties rises from the opi.-

nion that they have of them, and when they:
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coshe to ubderstand the Werchcdnrss of them,
their héart will not gather conﬁdcncc, butfear -
of them; and therefore it is their duty to
study their.own hearts, and laber to ﬁndmut
the wickedness of them
- When the man is told that thcrc isa neegi‘n
sity of seeing his own heart, in order to hiy
humlhamon. Sometimes he abjects, that he
is blind and cannot see ; -how can a blind mag
see his'own heart. He may. be told, s
- ). That he is indeed spiritually blind, and
therefore he eannot see the evil of sin ; . that, s
not to be seen till men have received a spirj4
tual understanding from Ged ; and accord~
ingly there is no necessity. of secing. tha,t m
order to his humllmtmn,
. 2. But yet he is cq, le 10 have an c’a:peme,
mental. sight of the . adness of his own hearts
. Natural conscience is able. to discern thaty
men may find .by experience, that they .are
upder . the power. of pride, of discontent,-aud
carnal affection ; and thatthey are utterly des
titate of love to God, or any gracious dispo-
sitiop ; these things are not discerned by a.
_spiritual eye, but by a natyral eye : patural
men may observe and dxsccrn the w.vqr]ufng.gr ’
of their own hearts, Rom. vii. 8. Sin, taking
opcgsion by the eemmandment, wrwbt in me,
{ manner of concupiscence, .
SOMETIM LS the man says,; lw @( uylo[
. ng to belieue tn Christ, but finds himsolf wi-
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ible ; he could be glad hé could betieve, but it
k 6.‘! sond fum. In this case he may be told,
“Fhat - there 1s a mighty opjmsmon in t/ze

' lfe‘drt of @ natural man te belzevmg in Christ:

as it is with all other spiritwil duties, so it is
with this. Men do not love to believe in
Christ, but have a’ contrarmty thereanto,
John v. 40. Mat. xwiii. 37. The opposition
rises partly from ‘pride, they ‘had rather be
saved by their own works, that they may have
somewhat to glory in; it is very cross to their
‘heughty spirit to g3 out of themselves, ‘and
be bcholden to Christ alone for salvatxon, to
ka¥e nothing of their own to glory in; men
&o not love to sece themselves nothing ; and
partly it rises from fear; it seems to them a
terrible thing to-adventure upon Christ, they
are not certain that God is free to accept of -
them ; they are not certain whether Christ’s
,tighteousucss be sufficient for them ; they do.
not see the encouragement that is in the gos-
pel, and think it an unlikely thing that they
shall be safe in such.a way » hence they have
a tremblng in their heart ; look upon it too
great an adventure, they fear it will be looked
‘Wb to'be presumption, and that instead of
mending their condition, they shall make it
worse, they should be-afmid to stay away
from Christ; but they are afraid to come to
him, and ther cfore are not willing., -

8. Ifthe man were willing, Il%atlrrps bm
Jrom Christ # ‘The difficulty lies in the will, if
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he will be conqucred, the man is conquered :
Yea, faith in Christ is an act of the will :. faith -
is a choosing of Christ for his Savieur. Christ
is offered to men, and many encourngenients
are presemcd before them; and when once
the will is gained to accept the offer, the wran
does believe on Christ : if men were wxllmg:,
the difficulty would be at an end ; they caw
not be willing till they are ablc; thcy ‘are niot
willing, until the will is s'renglhencd to comé
ply with God’s call, -~ .
3. That seeming willingness thatis in many
smen is but feigned. Th() pretend a willinge
ness to quiet their consciences’; ‘they do neg,
it may be, feel much oppusition, but they ark
not indeed mllmg ; they are willing to ke
saved, and willing to be saved by Chrisé,
rather than not be saved at all; and have
some sclfish desires that they could come ®
Christ, but there is no sineerity in them, .
SOMETIMES the man says, that ke would
Sain submit to the will of God, but cannot tell
Jiow ; he has been striviug ajter it a great
while, but cannot attain u. - In this case he
may hetold, . .
" That natural men do never sincerely- striv;
@fter submission to God; they do strive te
submit after a fashion, and pray that they may,
because they may hear that it is;necessary -im
order to conversion, but they are mever sing’
cefe in ity they doitin a false. and deeemful
way : which appears, S ey

-
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- *14 Bechuse they are lzlori ing to make their
Kearts bettér.. ‘Lhey arc i murmg to mend
themselves ;. and upon this account they lubor
after it, that they may not be necessitated o
submit to the will of - God ; that their own
goodness may be-a bond upon God to save
them, that it may not be in the free liberty of
God to do what he pleases with-them : and:
upon this account they, strive to submit to
God, that they may make a mghteousncss of
that. :

. 2. Because at the same time t/zey are hid-
mg their own hearts from themselves ; they
are afraid to see how bad they are. If they
have any convictions of, their own badness,
they will stifle them if they can: they are la-
Jporing toexcuse themselves, and love to look
Apon any thing in themselves, that seems like
@oodness ; they are persuading of themselves
that they are better than they are, which are’
vgreat hindrances to submission.

8. Becayse they are not-thoroughly con-
wvinced of a necessity of submission to God.
M} they were convinced of a necessity of it,
they would do it; and if they be not con-
-vinged of it, they cannot strive sincerely after
it:-as long as men hope that they make a-
shift without it, they will not heartily seck

after it; as long as men hope that their own
righteoysness will lay a bond upon God, and
that it is not fair for God tocondemn them, they
will not heartily endeavor ‘\ftcr submission,
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When men are called upon to.sybminte
God, and resign themselves to his sovereignty,
they say they do so; they cannot help thems.
sclves, but must juttify God. In this case
there is great need to examine, whether theit
submission be of the right kind ; for there is
a shew of submission, which is not real hu-
miliation ; and there are these sigas of a false
submnasnon.

Y. When it is the fruit of their own striv-.
ings. Men hear that they must submit them..
selves to God, before they obtain mercy ; and
accordingly they strive for it, and work up a:
kind of image of submission to God: They
brmg themselves to own that they are in
God’s hands,.and he may do what he will.
with them, this is never rightt. When men-
are brought to submit to. God indeed, the:
thing is forced by the power of conviction:
they strive against it, but were so evidently -
convinced of the insufliciency of themselves,. .
and the justice of God, that they had no oth- -
cr way left them, butto fall into the hands,of -
God: as it was with those lepers, 2 Kings,
Vil 4.

2. When men make a righteousness of their
submission.  When men have got a false sub-
mission, they are wont to be proud of that, -
and to think that God "will be taken with
them : they lovk upon it a choice frame of
spirit, and rejoice in it as a thing pleasing to
God ; but when men do indeed submit to.
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God, they-see nothing in it to be proud of;
they see themselvesall over defiled like lepers;
empty of all'good, and look upon this sub~
mission as-having nothing at all of goodness
in it ; they see they are merely forced to it :
that they have no other way to take, but to
fall into the hands of God.
:*8. When, notwithstanding their submission,
they are still striving to make their hearts bet-
ter.  If youask them whether they are striv-
ing te love. God, and to do duties for his glo-
ry 2 They say yes, they are laboring after it;
you may be sure they do not submit to God,
but are labering to get some goodness of their
own to commend them to God, they are not
- sensible of their own impotency. But if a
man-do indeed submit to God, he sees him-
self dead in trespasses and sins; ask him
whether he be striving to make his heart bet-
ter ;- he will say he can easily remove a moun-
tain as do it; that he has been striving after
it a great while, but now he finds that he has
no power; his heart is dead as a stone, there’
is no disposition to any thing that is good in
hiin, it is quite out of his reach ; if God does
- not make him better, it will never be effected.
4. When men say they have been brought
to that many a time. \When some men are
enquired of, whether they were brought to
submit to God’s sovereignty ? Yes, they say
many a' time. Sinners in trouble of con.
science say it hss been so oftentimes with
9

-
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them ;, this. bheWs it not. a right submission.
Godly men after their ‘conversion, may subp
mit many times to God, but that submission,
differs. much {rom thxs, that is a gracious
bubm-xasxon, and they do not sce at the. samg
time themselves utterly destitute of all grace ;.
Lut that submission that g goes before the clo:»
ing with Christ, is pever wrought any mdrg.
than once ; when it is. wroug,ht it. may con,:
tinge some little time, till God reveals. Chnst,
to a man ; but this Mozk is never, ;uought'
aver and over again in the soul. "
5. When men ere afiaid they are not Imm.‘
bled enough. Some men. that do, prc;end i
submission, . as afraid, that they are nat hu
bled enough, and they wish they may he
humbled more; this makes it cvndcnt that
vthey do not mdeed submit, it is a sign’ (h
they muke a rightcousness of their submission.
‘When men do indeed submit to God, they,
are pever exercised: with any such scraples,
because they donot look upon their submis..
sion s a thibg that comménds them 1o God,
When a man submits, he absglutely resigns,
up hnmsclf as a prisoner to God, 1s, nhp
broken off from his own ughteoumess An&
sufliciency, and leaves himself’ with qu, and
does potdo it under a notion that there is any,
excellency in it, "but oyt of necc.wty ledves,
Limsclf with God., .
6. Hhen men subinit tg Gaa' as ]oplrmg a[:oq
l:im not very angry. ‘Some siunets subinit to
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€@6d; and at the sime time they think they

have some love to God, and some care of hisg
glory ; and accordingly they look upon their
e half made; truly this is ‘no-difficult

siitters it is easy for a man to pnt his life

)

into the hands of his friend : there is no great
opposition to submit to God, when a man is
pretty confident that God will save him ; but
3'is another thing to submit to God, when &
man does not see a spark of goodness in him::
self, "when he looks upon God as bitterly an:
gry with him, and is much afraid that-God:
will utterly destroy him': when men submit
nder such circumstances, it is evident that'
God has conquered them, and that their wills
ate broken. ‘ - ‘
< Quest. JFhat is to be said to @ man in case
AE'should say that he is-willing to be damned ?
"Ans. 1. Vo man acting understandingly is*
willing to be damned. All ungodly men do

mterpretatively love -damnation, Prov. viii.

36. but no man that understands himself, is

willing to be damned ; it is against fature ;

finture teaches every man to desire happiness.

Damnation is a dreadful terror to them thet

know what it is, Isa. xxxiii: 14.

= 2, No such thing'is required of men. Fcr
God has puta spirit of seif-love into men, an

binds them to love themselves : and com-

mands men to be seeking of salvation, John
vi. 27. Luke xiii. 24. o

)
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Suth’ willingness is vither only ‘pretended-}
or, if real; it must arise either from desperate
rage and’ passion, or Jrom some -violent ﬁa’)ijg
of false affection to God. The spirit of God
does not stir'up.sach workirgs ifi ‘the hearts -
of men. . 7 ST Tl
. ‘SOMETIMES a sinner does enquire kot -
he - may come to know kis. owir heart 2 ‘he 'is

' told that it is needful for him to know it, andl
" enquires: what he should do in order to'it,

In this case he may be directed to these three
Ways, e e e
1. To observe the sinful workings of his
own heart. The hearts of men are - oftedd
working in a way. of pride, discontent, world:
liness, envy, &c. And, by observing these,d
wian may learn sbundance of the badness 4f
his own heart, if he do consider with himsel¥,
how far such a spirit would carry him, if G()fé
did net restrain it. As when a man sees thg
fire burn the wood on the hearth, he gathers
that it would consutne the house too if not
restrained: L
2. To examine those shews of goodness that
the heart makes. The heart makes mahy
shews of goodness sometimes of sorrow for

sin, of love to Ged, to godly people, of love

to-prdinances, of desires to be converted, of
believing the word of God, of humility, of
atience, of thankfalness: and the ‘way to
:znow the heart, is, to scarch whether-it be

not falsc in these appearances; to examine
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the ends and motions of those frames and
-workings of heart, whether the root of them
ge not self-love, fear of hell, hope of merit,
+OKCe . ' .
3. To try his heart, by supposing some suit-
able cases to it ; as he may suppose, to him-
. s¢lf That such godly men as he pretend great
dove to, should slight and despise him; that
‘God should take away such a child from him,
that God should convert some others, and
leave him under guilt and terrors; that his
estate should be lost, that there should come
persecuting times ; that he were in the hands
of enemies that would kill him, if he would
pot carry sinfully; that God should now .
come to take away his life before he is con-
verted. By questioning seriously with him .
self what he thinks he should do in such cas-
¢s, he may come to have more understanding,
in his own heart. Changes of condition make
great discoveries of the heart: and supposed
changes sometimes do a pretty deal that way ;
such questions, if seriously considered, may
be as touchstones to discover what is in the
heart ; the answer of the heart to such enqui-
ries, may give men a great deal of light to
sce themselves by. ‘ L
« Quest. How does God shew men. the bad-
ness of their own hearts. o
. Aus. 1. The means whereby God cffects it,
-ig by leading men into. temptation. Men in,
continuance of time fall into temptation, and.
. g g T
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50 the vizard falls off from their hearts, and
they come to have an understanding of the
.plague that is therein. Sometimes by reassn
of some temptation they are drawn into some
moral evil, and that discovers theithypocrisy
and corruption : sometimes temptations pre-
vail upon them to make them worldly and
proud : sometimes by afflictions the discon-

* tentment of their hearts is stirred up ; so by
God’s rot hearing their prayers, by convert-
ing other persons ; sometimes by hearing the
doctrine of God’s sovereignty, or the strict-
ness of the law. Sometimes the word of God,

. and sometimes the works of God are a temp-
tation to them, and occasion them to be dead

. to that which is geod, and make their corrup-
tions work violently, Rom. vii. 8. Sin-taking
occasion by the commandment, wrought in me
all manner of concupiscence. - '

2. As to the manner it is- done gradually.
God does not lead men at once into an un-
derstanding of their hearts; as the surgeon
by degrees comes to the bottom of the sore.
God could at once make men see the bottom
of their own hearts, as when the jailor was
converted ; but in this way men would not
have such experience of the deceitful turnings
and windings of their own hearts ; but he
generally shews it them by degrees, and they
are a long while before they come to an un-
derstanding of them ; they see something of
their hearts, and then grow into a pretty good
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~,op1mon of them agam, they have many par-
tial discoveries of their heart; sometimes
‘they go forward in discerning their hearts, and
‘then go backward again; they get ground,
and then they lose it; they seem as if they
would presently come to an understanding of
‘them, and then there is a stop put to it for
_.a pretty while ; a great deal of time is con-
. sumed before they come to have a thorough
understanding of themselves : menare some-
 times years under trouble before they do at-
tain unto it.
- Quest. What must men know of their own
. hearts, before they be converted?
Answ. In general, " They must Fnow so
- much as is sufficient to “bring them off from
- trusting in their own rvighteousness and their
- own strength. Some men know a great deal
more of their own hearts than other men, they
sece many particular deceits and workings
of corruption-that other men do not see, and
no man- knows his heart so before con-
version, -but ' he may learn a great deal
~ more after he is converted : but so much must
..be known by every- man, as is sufficient to
. break him off from trusting in himself: it is
-the sight of his own heart that does take him
. off from trusting in himself: let him hear
never so much about the msuﬂicxency of his
own nghteousncss, he will trust in hjmself,
till he sees his own heart; but when he sees
that thoroughly, it is 1mpasmble he should

aw
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trust in hjmself, for he sees there is notlnug
there to trust unto.

Particularly, 1. He mz;st see himself under
the reigning power of sin. If men imagine
that they have no great dlsposmon to sin, or
that their corruptions are in any degree mor-
tified, they will commend themselves to God
upon that account ; and will not sce it just
and fair for God to condemn them. There is
no absolute necessity they should have the
particular consideration of every corruption
that is in their hearts ; but they must sce that
they are under the domlmon of sin, that a
spirit of self-love reigns in them, and that
their heart is contrary to that which is good ;.
they find such workings of pride, discontent-.
ment and enmity to Christ, as shews to them
they have abominable hearts~ ‘that their hearts
are like the hearts of dcvxls, as full of sinas a
toad is of poison, Rom. vii. 9.

2. To be empty of all goodness. He has no’
inclination to any thing that is good, that there
is no disposition to that which is good, but a
total emptiness. It may be he does not think
particularly of every grace that he is dest:tutt:
of that, but sees that he is utterly void of spi-
ritual hfc, that he has no power todo any good,
he is dead in sin, wretched and miserable, and *
poor, and blind, and naked. Before that, he -
was convinced of a weakness, but now he
finds himself dead; he thought before that
he had little strength, now he sees that he has.
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none : there is not one spark of qoodness in
him, nor any power to get any, he s stript
ofall his perfections, and sees an uttér emp-
tiness in himself of all that is good ; he has
no love, no godly sorrow, no thankfulness, no
humility, no spiritual desires; those appear-,
ances, ‘that he had, are all vanished out of
sight, he cannot do any thing, there is no seed
of any goodness in him ; if he be advantagcd
with 2l manner of helps, yet it is quite beyond
his power to work up any good frame in hig
heart; he prays, but there is no goodness in
his. prayers, and he is incapable of working
up any; he is not in a swoon, rubbing and
. chafing will not fetch him to life, but he is
cverlastmgly dead in sin, unless God will, put

Y s prert .IZIC Xnto blm. LR )

SOMETIMES}, the man says that. e sees
that ke can do nothing. q/' himself. Inthis.case
he may be told,

“That the best saint in the world. can do- nor
t/zmg of himself, John xv. 4. T hose, that do
a great deal for God, and have a gracious prin.
ciple, do yet know that they can doe- nathing of
themselves: and a natural man may stand cons
. vinced of this, that he can do nothing of him.
self, though he be very proud, and imagines
that he does God a great deal of choice ser-
vice ; when he says, he can- do nothing of
himself, he only means, that he cando nothing
thhout assistance from God. This a man -
may see, and yet be a great stranger to his
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&wh heart. * "Fhe thing that' he tehnts to ses
is, that e has no principle of doinig any. ‘gond,
that there'is no power ner inclination in him
but that he is totally and everlastingly deid m
sin, tnless God' mfusé A new ‘principle’ mtO’
him, - °

"SOMETIMES ‘men have great dzscoverr@&
of their oum heart for @ pretty while togethers
end yet do not come to lic at God’s foot, they,
say themselves, they cannot da it. In tlns
case they may be told,

1. That they cannot deliver tlzcmselves,
that it is utterly impossible for them to mend
their own hearts; For men may see them->
selves bad and insufficient, yet not be brought
to despair as to their own power’; be nouriSh.
mza secret holw that In Soe with soma w‘l{“
vantages their heart will be brought to a bét-
ter pass; therefore it is best to possess them™
with a' sense of their utter insufficiency te’
help themselves ; they may as well make a’
world, as make their own hearts good ;. thai ¢
cannot work faith inthemselves, John vi. 44, *

2. That they cannot deserve that God shoulz? )
givegrace to them. They cannot force God‘ :
to' work regeneration in them, they have nﬁf
natural excellency to engage God, they can.
not work upon the mercy of God néren.
gage the justice of God to save them ; God °
is not bound to them to help them, there is
nothing to hinder him if he pleases,. there is
nothing to oblige him, they eannat corped
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God ;. God is free to help them, ordeny thun
help, as it pleases him.

8y That it is dangerous to stand it out
agamst God. 1f they do not.yield,. they are
in danger either t0,be left of God to a sense~
less spirit, or to get a false confidence, or. tg
be snatched away out of.the world; wen
stand in slippery -places that continue.to- be,
subborn against great conyiction ; it is not,
lpng before the scale will-turn; if they do.
not quickly ‘submit, there is danger of. thcu‘,
rqccuon. .

. SQMETIMES the man sa;s, that nowlm
ean Justify God, however he. deals with himy,
and yet.at is evident that he is not brought off.
fram his own righteousness.. In this case he-
may be told,

1. That he must 6ewarc that he do not mn/re
a righteousness of this. . Pride will feed upon .
any appearance of good’ quauhcatlons, and if.

+ he lots upon it.that now his heart is better;
than it was, and that Gad is taken with him,
he will greatly deceive himself ; his Justlf}mg
of. God, is no justification of himself; his
]usuf)mg of Gad, will not make God to jus.
tify him; though he justifies God, yet God !
condcmus him. .

2. That some men do Juctg/' God from a .
partial conviction f the r:g}z(fousne.ss of their
condemnation. Conscience takes notice of
their sinfulness, and tells them that they may .
rightcously be damned; as Pharach, who
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justified God, Exod. ix. 27. And they givg
some kind of consent to it, but many.times it
does not -continue ; ‘they - have only a pang
upon them, that usually dies away after a litde:
time : this justifying of God differs mucly -
- from that which does.immediately go before:

_ convcmlon, which -is a fixed and thorough
eonviction, arising from a. thorough undem
standing: of their own hearts..
+. SOMETIMES the man seems:ito be upap
the very borders af .despair. 'For some men®
are nearer to it a-great deal'than others, he ix
in anguish of spirit and does almost conclude;?
that there is no mercy for hlm In tlus Laseé
he may be told,

1. That there is no bopc 4n any creatare\
"He cannot help himself, he .has no wisdom,s -
power, nor ‘worthiness - that can help: bim 3o
there is no way that he can take' that is saffisr] -
cient for his deliverance: that'ministers: ape:
riot able to deliver him, and that if others pray ¢
for him, yet that will net seeure his salvation,: «
all creatures .are: cyphers, and cannot. werk..:
out any salvation for him ; if Ged will: dcstﬂoy’ )
him, there is none that can save him. G

2.. That.God may help him ; it is not beyond
the power of God ¢o chanqe his heart, and it ;
is- not beyond the grace of God to help him. ..
The reason that men are not pardoned, is not
the greatness of their sins, but because they -
do not come to Jesus Christ. That though -
God be angry, yet he should not be discour- .
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#ged, God is always angry with sinners, when
he ‘comes to bestow converting grace upon
them : that God has done a great deal for him,
inasmuch as he makes him- sensible of his
danger : that these discoveries of danger are
many times foreruaners of conversion : that
his condition is a great deal more hopeful
now, than when he pleased himself with his
frames and attainments ; every man must de-
‘spair in himself, before he comes to trust in
Christ ; that there is enough in Christ, he i
able to save to the uttermost, Heb. vii. 15.
Christ came to save the ehicf of sinners, -
1Tim. 5. ‘

3. That there is no way left him now but to
yietd himself into the hands of God. . If God
destroy him he may, he lies at the mere mercy
of ‘God ; if God will deliver him he may, if
he does not he does no wrong; he cannot
ran from God, he cannot force God; if he
stands it out against God, he takes a way to
ruin himself ; the safest course he can take,
is-to fall into the hands of God; it may be
God may help him, however he can but
perish. _

. -SOMETIMES a little belore the work of
God is. completed in him, he complains that
he-seems to be as before he was under convic-
tions, careless and senseless ; his terrors -have
left him, and he is not affected with his con-
dition. * In this cuse he may be told,

10
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« 1. That now ke may see what an heart e
has, and how insufficient he is to delzvcf ‘him-
self. 'His heart 1s empty of all that is good,
‘and there is nd*possibility -of his attaining sal.
vation by his own power, he has.no principle
‘of grace, and ‘never had ; ‘the frames that for-
‘merly he had, were notlnng else but the work-
‘ings of self-lou: and ‘natural eonscience ; ‘and
unless‘God does deliver- hlm, ‘he will-never
‘attain unto life,

2. That his way must be to wait upen God

“still. This is no siyzn God has given him
‘over, his ‘terrors tay -quickly return-again,
and he may find mercy for all this : ‘when he -
‘had his'good framesand affections, they could
‘not save him, nor make his peace with -God;;

*.and 1f ‘God do shew him his own emptiness,

~‘he may quickly after discover to him the eX-
‘cellency of Christ.

At ‘length ‘the man seems as if he were
thoroughly brought off from himself, and
brought to lie at the foot of Goed. All his
selfish hopes are.taken away, he sees his own
hieart, and his will bows, he seems to résign
~up himself to God. -

In this case, _

1. Xt is best to caxamine whether there be no
deceit in'it. Sometiines it is so plain that
there is no great-occasion to examine, some-
times it 15 more doubtful. When they are
thoroughly humbled, such things as these do
concur. 1. He sees his own righteousness
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to be utterly empty and vile, that it has no
power to draw the heart of God; he sces
nothing at all to commend him, but he has
provoked God thereby. 2. He is at an end
of his contrivances to change his heart.. For-
merly when things appeared dark unto him,
. ke was wont to think, that if he did thus or
so, that would bring him into a more hopeful
way ; but now heis beyond all his contriv-.
ances, he cannot do any more. 3. He sces
‘his heart spiritually dead. He is utterly des-
itute of power to do any thing; yea, he has
‘no inclination to any good. 4. He sces he is
Gn God’s hand. It is free for God to do as he
‘will with him, and he resigns up himself to
iGod, so he is more quiet now than he was;
“<both because his will is brought down, and
“he is satisfied that God can, and may help
him.
27 Q. It is no ways fit to tell a man that God .
Vavill shew mercy to him. For though this be
the manner of Gad, when men arc prepared
“forjgrace, to bestow grace upon them, yet-
T there is no promise In the seripture made to
such persons; the promises are-made to com-
ing to Christ = faith is the condition of salva-
“tion; and there be many promiscs made to
“humility, yet there are none made to humili-
ation. And he is to be told, that he is in,
Got’s hands, God is at liberty to do as he
will with. him, and that he must wait upon
Gad to epen his eyes, and shew Jesus Ciyist
uato him.’ S :
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8. It is very meet to set the Gospel before
Aim, and mind him of God’s sending Christ into
#he world to save sinners.  'That Jesus Christ
has satisfied the justice of God, and perform-
ed perfect obedience for us: that God has
pardoned many through Christ, that he offers
salvation to him through Jesus Christ; and
that God has promised cternal life to all that
do accept of Christ: that those, that have no-
thing te bring with them, shall be welcome to
him; that God is of infinite mercy, and de-
lights to glorify his grace in saving the chief
of sinners: that'because we had no worthi-
ness, God has provided a worthiness for vs
in Christ : that Christ is the author of eternal’
salvation to all that come to him : that God’s
love is free, and there is no danger in ventur-
ing upon Christ; whoever belicveth on him

.

shall not be confounded. ' ’

. Quest. Is there at that time any true melt-
ings of heart because of sin 2 Is the soul truly
grieved for its sins against God, as some men
have thought ? )

" Ans. 'I'hat though there is such a convic-
tion of sin as makes men to justify God, yet
there is no godly sorrow feor sin. Men are not
at this time affeeted with any godly serrow.

1. Because sueh sorrow is inconsistent with

‘the work of humiliation. When the sinner is
humbled, he sees himself emptied of himself,
and sees his own hcart dead in sin ; this could
not be, if he had any gracious sorrow for sin ;

E :
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if there were true sorrow for sin, there musu‘
be love to God, a spiritual understanding,
new heart, a divine principle put iato the m.m s
ior nature cannot progduce any such efiect.
2. Because fuith is the first act of grace.
If the man had a gracious principle, he would
lmmedmtcly entertain Christ and the Q;Qspel
after a man has received a prmmple of régene-
ration, the first way that it works in is by
drawing the heart ‘to Christ; when men’y
hearts are changed, and a new nature put into
them, it does not first work in a way of sorrow
for sin, or thirsting after God’s glory, or de-
hqhted in holiness; bat always the first act
of grace is to close with Christ: God leads
- him into the cxercise of this, that he may be
]ustlﬁcd Rom. v. 1. If he did any other
graclous act before thls, it could not be ac-
cepted, for the person is not accepted before
faith : all sanctification is the fruit of faith,
Acts xxvi. 18. o
Soon after the soul is brought to lie at God’s
, ﬁ)at he is wont to give an account of his clos-
ing with Christ ; that God has revealed Christ
to Ium and. drawn his heart to Ium, and he does
accept of Christ. In this case it is hest,
1. .76 examine whether his fuith be right.
- And in this work there is no weight to be ] a:ﬂ
on it, whether it was iu_ hearing, rcading,
praying or meditating, that (xod save the light
to him’; God does not confine himsclf to any
of those ways : neither is there uny weight (o
10 2

' . . l K
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be laid on it, whetlier it was by any particular
word or without it ; if it be .according to the
word it is sufficient ; nor must weJay weight
wport it, whether it were by a word of promxse,
or some other passage of the gospel; -
whether he had one word ‘came to hxm ot
many. Sometimes many promises flow in,:
one after another, in abundance ; but speciabs
enquiry s to be made, 1. What condition-he:
was i just before, whether he was. wholly-
empticd of himself, or found. any imaginary’
goodness in himself; ; if his humiliation was:
right, thereis no doubt of his faith : 2. Wheth- -
er by that light that was given him, he saw:.
Christ and salvation offered to him, or wheth:>
er he saw that God leved him or pardoned:
him; for the cffer of grace, and.our accept-*
ance goes before pardon, and therefore muchi«
. more before the knowledge of it : 3. Whether -
he- sawv. a glorious fulness. in Christ, a .suf-*
‘ficiency for the greatest sinners, so .as.to’
make him admire the excellency of Christ.
4. Whether the offer came with divine autho~"
rity, whether he saw God calling of him se:
that he could not but accept thereof. .
2. If upon enquiry the case be more doubt- -
Jul, as it .may be, partly because some things-:.
were not so clear to -himself, or because he has
jbrgw:m some material thing, and cannot speak- .
toit. It may be well to tell him, that if it be.
right, ke will sec ‘more of it; when God be. -
gins to make a dxscovery of Chvist, hc mLL

~
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not leave men, but is wont to :shew them
more. 7he path of the just is like the morn.
ing light, &c. Prov. 4. o S
_:8. If the case be - plain, . it is best to encou-
rage him, though there is no need to be positive..
But he may be told, that it is hopeful that God
has drawn bis heart to Christ, and made a gra..
cious change in his soul ; and that if he does
indeed believe on. Christ, he shall certainly be:
saved ; this sin does not make such a breach:
between God and him, as to hazard his sal-.
vation. S S
4. To warn him to depend still on the free.
&race of God-in Christ ; he must expect many.
dark hours and times of temptation, but his:
way must be, fo grow in the knowledge- of
Christ ; he must not think that now he shall.
alivays live a life of joy and-comfort. Satan.
will be_busy with him, and he will bave many:
workings both -of carnal confidence and unbe-
lief; and he must get more and more con-
vinced of his own righteousness, and the ful-
ness of Christ; if he live many years, he must:
never expect any thing o glory in but Christ-

Jesus ¢ and he is likewise to be warned, that:

he.live up to the merey of God to him ; thathe
do not fall into a languishing and pining con.
dition, but maintain the Af¢ and power of.
go¥liness, that so he may not expose himself
to temptation and darkness, and that he may
not dishonor the holy name of God ; shewing
Jorth the virtue of him that has called him out

. ¢f darkness into his marvellous light.
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There be TWO particular CASES' that
do require a partlcular consideration.

The first CASE is, When aminister is sent

Jor by a man upon-his sick bed. The first
thmg to be done is 20 get.an understanding in, -
what condition the person. is. For though a>
man that does nat know- his case may speak’
several things that may be safe and proﬁtdblc,
whatever his condition is;; yet the miore
knowledge there is of the state of the man,’
the more'advantage he. is under to speak per.’
tmently '

L. Ifit be plain that the mian isin a natural’
condition, it is most proper to insist upon
these three things:

1. That heé has.a present absolute necessity J
to be at peace with God: that if he should dxc
in a natural condition, he will be forever: un.

- done: it is very fit he should be remind.’

. ¢d of his sinful life, and the dreadfulness’

of that pumishment that hangs over his head;’

- which may be set before him inan aﬁ'ecung

manuer, that if it be possible he may be ter
rified, and ‘made . sensible of those etern If

‘miser] ies that are coming upon lim.

2. That he may not rest.in any thing short
of Jesus Christ.” Men in such a case are’
Iike a man drowning; ‘ready to catch hold of
any thing that ‘comes near; they are ready’
to have a dependance upon their privileges,
upon their parentage, upon their sorrow for
their mlsspent hfe, and: upon ‘their pui-poses
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to live better if God raise them up again; he
must be led into an understanding of the
strictness of the law of God, and the vanity of
all carnal confidences.

3. That there is a glorious 'way of life pre-
pared by Christ. Christ Jesus has fulfilled
the law, and wrought out eternal salvation
for us. Thatthe gift of God is eternal life;
and that the mercy of God is free, and God
does not refuse any that do hearken to the call
of the gospel, that God will as readily receive
him if he comes to Christ, as if he were likely
to live many years, and do service to God in
the world.

And if his particular temptations may be
discerned, -care must be taken to remove
them ; if he be under any special discourage-
ment or any flattering delusion, the snare, if it
be possible, must be broken; he .must be
shewed the vanity of that temptation. Such
light must be held out, that if Goed will bless -
it he may be delivered.

If at that time, or any other afterwards, he
does pretead to believe in Christ, it is very
mect that he be cautioned that he does not
deceive himself; for sick-bed repentances
are seldom true. Many . persons that made
great pretensions when sick, have proved very
bad after their recovery.

IL If it be doubtful whether the man be
in a natural condition, or converted, as there
may be some occasion to hope because of his
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profession, because of his estimation : among'
men; because of an orderly catriage, and yet
occasion to fear; because there is no greatevi-
‘dence of grace, cither in his conversation: be-.
fore, or discoursc at present ; sometimes there
is more grounds for liope, sometiwes for fear.
These three things may safely be” spoken to
him.

1. The doctrine of the law and gospel may
be set before him.. They may be somewhat
explained and cleared up : it is fit menshould
.be reminded of the rule they are to be:
judged by. Many times when the rule is
clearly laid down conscience makes applica~
tion, and witnesses to 'mén how it is with
them, Heb. iv. 12, Theword of God is quick
and powerful, sharper t/zcm any two edged
swo;d &e.

. Promises may be applied conditionally.

H» may be told, that if he have been tho.

roughiy broken oﬂ’ from hirsetf, and brought
to 1c1y upon Christ, God has'accepted of him;
that if his heart hive been drawn by 5ospel
éncouragements, to rely on Christ, he 1s out
of danger; thit if God’s glory be upon his
heart indeed, he is an heir of glory ; he may
be told, that only his own conscience can tell
what the workings of his heart have been:
that if he be not mistaken, but has indecd
made Christ bls rei‘ugc, all his sins. are par-
doned.



T L mepp——— e e

GUIDE ‘TO CHRIST. 1D

- 8. He muy be:warned that ke do not deceive
himself. Itmay be meet to remind him,
that the heartis deceitful; that many false
hearts go hoping out of the world ; that there
.be several things that do resemble faith, and
-every grace may be counterfeited : that he
‘had need to beg of God to discover things
plainly to him: that it would be a dreadful
thing to be mistaken; and so he may be
charged that ‘be do not trust in -any thing in
kimself, but betake himself alone in ‘Christ,

III. If it be considerably plain, that he is
converted and gracious;. either ‘from his
known eminency in religion, or from an ac-
count that he gives of communion with God,
.or discoveries of Christ, and gracious work-
ings of his heart: it ‘may be very meet, to
comfort him with those great and precious
promises :that .God has made, to remind
him.of the freeness of God’s grace, and the
preciousness of the blood of Christ; he may
beminded of those things that are the pillars of
‘our faith, and the foundations of our comfort ;
how God in all ages of the-world has proposed
this way of salvation, in this way the saints of
old have lived and died ; how the faithfulness
of God stands engaged for their salvation,
that their sins and iniquities are cast behind
God’s back ; this must be understood or
spoken upon a supposition; - that their work
is a thorough work.
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‘In case -he desires the minister to tell him
what ke judges about his sincerity ; it may be
suitable to tell him,  that as far as he can dis<
cern, his heart is upright, and that the root of
the matter is found in him; he must tell him
that he has no infallible knowledge, God-alone

- does know the hearts of men ; there is no.de-,
pending on his judgment; but'so far as he can:
perceive, his soul has bcen rcnewed by the
spirit of God. o

- 1f the man has any partncular temptat:ons,
it is very suitable to remove them ;' he may’
be under temptation, because he- has greac:
deadness, a great deal- of pride and hypocri-
sy ; because he has not had 'so much dis-
covery- of the favor of God, as he perceives
others have had: because 'God has afflicted.
him: very much; because he is withdrawn:’
now in the -time of his sickness: such par:’!
ticular temptations are. to be - answered. It~
may be shewed to him, that the dealings of :

+ God are various with his people; that such !

things are not inconsistent with grace, that the :
~best.way is to live upon the free mercy of !
God in Christ.
‘The OTHER CASE is, when such per-' .
sons as have made an lugh profession of religion

Jor.a long while, are i dar&ness 4bout dmr

condition. -

In this case, the first care of thc minister

must be, to get satisfaction concerning the -

state of the person, wlhiether he be .rege'ueratc
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er.not. . Not but-that many thedgs may be
spoken that may be profitable to them, whetha
e they be. sincerely godly or no: but if the
inioister:do not know their conditien, he can-
pot apply proper remedies ; and he may.speak
that which may be very dangerous, if he sup-
" poses the man to.be unconverted, when he is-
converted ; he may torment ]nm, and discou-
rage him- ncedlessly ; if he supposes the man
converted when he is not,- he may do him
much damage by comforting him upina false
way ; therefore it is very needful that he do
get-what satisfaction he can about their con-
dition, that so he may be helpful to them in
their distresses.

< In order to his passmg a rlght judgmcnt
upon their condition, he must be careful that.

“he doinot lay too much weight .upon it, that-
they have been in church-fellowship many.
years, ‘that their carriage has been orderly, :
that they are well accounted of where the
live, for these are very fallible signs, sun{
thmgs are commion to saints and hypocrites ;
though these things may be grounds of chari-
ty; but a minister had need have bct.xer
grounds to go upon when he comforts up per-
sans with hopes of reconciliation,

Neither must he lay too much weight on.
bad signs, that are not demonstrative ; if the.
man do not know the time. of his conversion,
or_first closing with Christ, if he have any
noteble blemish, if he b2 not well accounted .

11,
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of, the minister may not draiv any perempto-
ry conclusion from thence that he is not god-
ly ; yea, if he do judge himself confidently to
be unconverted, it is best to enquire some~
what further m it. ‘ o

- It is best discovered by three sorts of en-
quiries, . :

‘\. Whether they have passed through the
several steps of the work of conversion. Some .
can give so full an account thereof, as will
abundantly satisfy the minister that the work
is right ; some are so-strangely to seek, that-
he may be much confirmed, that they have no
grace ; in some others after they have given
what account they can, the work is more du. .
bious. = :

2. Whether they have lived a life of sancti- .
JSication. ‘There is great diversity in the me3-
surcs of sanctification that men have attained .
unto; every holy man lives an holy life.
And by enquiring what knowledge they have
of God ? Whether they prize the glory of
God ? Whether they hate all sin? Whether
they dodraw theirencouragementfrom Christ?
Whether they love holiness for holiness’ sake ?
What conflict they have with pride, unbelief,
a self-rightcous spirit ihd self-love ? A minis-
ter may come to competent satisfaction
whether they be in a state of grace or not;
in discoursing such things with them, a man
may many timgs feel the workings of a spirit
of holiness.
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. Whetker they have had sensible commu-
nion wzth God. God is wont at times to draw
nigh to the souls of his people, sometimes in
meditation, sometimes in prayer, and in other
ordinances ; and to make discoveries of him-
self, and of Jesus Christ to their souls, and to
draw their heéarts to him; and if there has
been any thing considerable that way; the
minister may be well satisfied of their. good
estate.

In case the minister be satlsﬁed that the
man is not converted, he must use his pru-
dence ta judge whether it will be for the
man’s proﬁt that he do in plain terms tell him
so; somctimes it may be a prejudice and: a
means to exasperate him. Sometimes there
is no such danger, but he may fireely tell him
what he Judges, and- the reasons of his judg-
ment.

" But in case he do not see it his way to tell
the man his thoughts concerning him, yet he
‘ought, in conscience in the wisest way he can,
to put him iato the understanding of his own
gondition : he may not suffer the man to go
away with an opinion, that he thinks well of
‘him, much less may he leave him.i ignorant of
such rules whereby he may come to under-
‘stand his condition; it becomes him to lay
such signs of trial before him as are most
likely to bring him to a sight of himself, and
coavince him of his d‘mgerous estate.
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In case the minister be satisfied on good
grounds about the man’s good estate: he
ought toendeavor to clear it up to the man,
laying convincing light before him ; and an-
swering those temptations that make it doubt-
ful to the man himself; and also to direct
him in such ways, wherein it is hopeful that
.- God will help him and deliver him from his

- temptations.
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'SERMON I.

What is @ man profited if he shall gazn t/ze
whole world, and lose his own soul 2 Or w/mt

- shall a man gwe in exchange for his soul ?
Mait xvi. 26.

- HOW little attention does this infinitely
important subject gain in the world ! How few
consider the salvation of their souls as the
great business of life ! You, who are reading
these lines, did you ever lay it to heart, and
are you acting accordingly ? If this is your
case, the following language will express your
heart-felt convictions: “ I have a soul as -
well as a body. My soul must live forever,
in happiness or in misery. It is capable of
inconceivably greater pain and pleasur¢ than
my body is. Itis matter of comparatively
little importance, whether Iam in abject pov.
erty or in the greatest affluence, during the
few years I am to continue in the present
world! whether I am respected or despised
by my fellow mortals; whether my body is
sickly or healthy, full of pain or at easc.
These are matters of small consequence;
11 2 .
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Ceath is certain and near, ¢ Ashes to ashes,
-nd dust to dust, must soon be pronounced
over my lifcless body In a dying Moment,
Jf I could call the whole world my own, what
good would it do me ? what comfort could
1t afford me ? But whether my soul is to be:
eternally happy ‘or miserable, the companion:
of angels and saints made perfect around the
throne of God; or doomed to weeping, and..
- wailing, and gnashing of .teeth, with devils:
and damned spirits in hell, where the worm
never dieth, and where the fire. never will be
quenched—this is the most momentous in-
quiry I ought to make. To escape from the
wrath to come, and-to secure an inheritance
among the saints in light, ought to be my
great concern. Is it'so? Which world 1s
most in my thoughts, this or-the next? Which
am I most anxious about? Am .I not often
inquiring ‘“ What shall T eat, what shall I.:
drink, and wherewithal shall I be eclothed? -
But when did 1 seriously enquire, *“ What
must I do to be saved ?*” If T have no pre...
vailing concern about my sopl, 1 may be .
certain its state is bad, and its danger ex- 2
treme. o
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SERMON IL -

Sin is the transgression of t/zclr thw" e
- SINNER,. did you ever inquire what sin.
is? Did you ever study the ward of - God,.
that you might have proper views of this.
greatest of all evils ? If you have never made»
the inquiry, your state-is bad, dreadfully bad.
Your salvation is at stake. = Look: seriously
into the text. Lift up your heart to God and
say, *“ Lord, give me proper views of sin.”
“ Sin is the transgression of the law.” What
_law ? ‘The law of the mostholy God. ‘Where
is this law to be found ? It is contained in the
ten commandments. Did I ever read themn
with a trembling heart and a faltering -voice,
asking; have I transgressed this.or that part of
God’s-holy law ? Did I ever consider that the
law may be broken by thought, as well as by
word or deed ? Did I ever reflect that the law -
is spiritual, reaching to the thoughts, purposes,
and intentions of the heart; that every irre-
- gular thought is a transgression of the law ;
that every unholy  desire is sin; that for
‘¢ every idle word that men speak, they must
give account in the day of judgment,” Matt.
xii. 36. that awful day, when the heart-search-
ing God shall judge the secrets of our hearts ?
Alas! how many idle thoughts have passed
through my mind, without the proper convic-
" tien, attending each of them, that this is sin !
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See Gen. vi. 5.. How.many idle words have
I every day spoken without reflecting, that
. for every one of these I must give account !
Matt. xii. 36. When did the evil of my
thoughts and words extort an anxious cry
. from my heart, *“ God be merciful to me'a
sinner 2. If:sin be the transgression of the
@ Jaw, that is, if falling short of the perfection
which the law requires in thought, word and
~deed, be sin, as well as ‘doing that which the
“ law forbids ; how much have I to answer far,
‘that perhaps I never before thought of ! Yet
- I have often confessed, “ we have done what
" we ought not to have done, and left undene
what we ought to have done, and there is no
health in us.”* . Alas! I have mocked Geodl,
by confessing with my lips what I did not feel
in my heart. Let my conscience, O Larg,
“now be awakened to feel what sinis! - ,

—
——

. SERMON III. ;
All have sinned and come skort of the glory of" .
‘ . God. . R
L o - Rom. iii. 23.
. ALL-—and therefore yon, my dear reader,
-and myself. We have sinned; that is, we
. have broken God’s law, for * there is none
righteous, ne not orie;,”” Rom, iii. 10. There
is none that hath kept the law of God. We
~ have transgressed .cvery precept of his moral
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‘law, either in act, word, or evil desire. The
charge is heavy, but the verdict is true. Let
us consider the case, earnestly entreating
‘God to enlighten our minds. Take the ten
:commandments: in  your hand, and read.
We have broken the first commandment by
‘trusting in and loving other things more than -
~God. ¢ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart,” Matt. xxii. 37. 'In this
-we have come short. - The second respects
the manner:in which God is to be-worship-
'ped, not with outward form and ceremony
‘only; but in spirit-and in truth. Alas! how
deficient have we been in that seriousattention,
‘that inward reverenee, and that devout affec-
‘tion which his worship required ! God is a
jealous God. You say. you have never-been
guiity of profane cursing and swearing, and so
think you have kept the third ; but have you
never, in saying your prayers, or in reading
the scripture, suffered the holy name of God
. to pass through your lips, without. an awful
sense of what you were doing, or even with-
out thought ? * God will not held him guilt-
less who taketh his name in vain.”” Have
you always employed the whole Sabbath in
“those religious exercises ‘which the fourth
- commandment enjoins; and performed these
" exercises in such a devout manner, -that the
‘law has nothing to charge you with, in
thought, word, or -deed? Sinner, lay your
hand upon your mouth, and plead guilty.
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Need I go through the second table? Dost
thou “love thy neighbor as thyself?”” Hast
thou done unto all men as thou wouldest
they should do unto thee ? Have you never
been guilty of disobedience to your parents ? ?
Know _you not, that every rising of causeless
anger is murder—Matt. v. 22, that every un-
chaste desire is adultery—Matt. v. 28. that
secret fraud and neglect of affording that suc-
cor to the poor which is in your power, are
‘theft; that every uncharitable thought is a
“breach of the ninth, and every covetous wish
"a transgression of the tenth: commandment ?
-Surely all have sinned in doing that which
the law forbids, and in not doing that which
the law commands. -What have I then done,
‘or what have I not done? * All have sin.
ned,” What is my state? A state of siniful.

ness and misery.  Why have I not felt it all
now ? Because sin hath blinded mine cyes
against the light of truth.

S——
—_—

SERMON 1V.

Cursed is every one that canfmuet/z not in all
things that are written in the book of the
law to do them.

. Gal. iii. 10. .

. o
WHAT means that awful word * cursed ?°?

The curse of God is the declaration of his
» Just anger and wrath against sin and the sin.
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ner. “ Who can stand-in his sight if he be.
angry ?” Ps. Ixxvi. 7. But who is cursed ?
Every one, whether young or old, rich or
poor, learned or ignorant, that continueth not
throughout the whole period of life, without
any mtermxsswn, failure or defect whatever, in
all things, in thought, word, and deed, doing
ﬁerfectly what the law requires, and kcepmg
imself absolutely free from ‘what the law
condetns—¢ In all things that are written in
the book of the law do to them, (the law be-
ing understood in its spmtual and most exalt-
ed sense and interpretation :) and remember
that it is farther said, James ii. 10, ¢that
whosocver shall keep the whole law, and yet
offend in one point, he is gailty of all.” Now
consider, has there been a day, an hour, a
moment, in which your state has ‘been such
as the law requires ? The curse is pronounced
on every trsnsgressor for every transgression :
not only for profaneuess, murdcr, adullers,
and such like gross acts of sin, but for every
sinful thought, and for every moment in
which you have failed to “ love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul.” O how many curses then has
the law denounced against' you and me! It
has been revealing the wrath of God against
us year after year; for year after year, we
have been sinning against. God. Are these
things so? Can you from scripture prove
them to be false? What! is every sinner
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cursed for every sin,.and have T been perpet-
ually sinning all my life? .Is it true, that I
have never, from a sincere regard .to God,
made conscience-of one thought, word. orac-
tion; never performed one duty, or abstained

from one sin, on a right motive, loveito Ged ? - -

Has my whole life. been one: uninterrupted
course of evil ? Is my'state, then, a state.of
condemnation ? How astonishing it is! what
a-proof of the darkness of my mind, and hard:
ness of my heart, that I can live one hour at

ease under the curse of God! that I can lie .

down or rise up without trembling, since:the

curse of God must plunge the sinner into hell ! .

——
—_—

SERMON V.
The wages of sin is death.

Rom. vi. 23.

-« SIN is the transgression of the law,” 1

John iii. 4. that eternal rule of right to rationat
beings, the moral law of God. It is sin, all .

sin, every sin, thatis here spoken of. Death,
whatever that word means, is the just and cer-

tain reward of every sin committed in thought,

word, or deed. But what is death? The
death of the body is its separation from the
soul. You are a sinner; and this effect of
sin you have begun to feel'in all those pains
and sicknesses, which are bringing’ your body
to:-the grave. You are now a dying man.
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'The death of the body, or. its separation from
the soul, will occasion its return to the dust,
from whence it was taken. But death, in the
text, means something more : the death of the
soul.. What is that ? It is something as much -
- more dreadful than that of the body, as the
soul is of more value than the body. Itisthe
separation of the soul from Ged, as its life
and. happiness : hence it becomes a state of
unavoidable sin, and, first or last, a state of
self-tormenting anguish, arising from the for-
feiture of the friendship of God, with all its
attendant blessings. Yor God is that to the
soul, which the soul is to the body. Spiritnal
death, or the death of the soul, consists not in
the loss of consciousness or feeling, but in the
loss of the image and favor of God. ¢ Forin
" his favor is life ;> Psalm xxx. 5. and in his
frown is death. If you, my dear fellow-sinner,
-are not made alive by God’s converting grace,
. this is ,)your state. You ‘are dead in tres-
“passes and sins:”” and unless you are quick-
ened by God’s Spirit communicated to you,
before your departure hence, in this unhappy
state you must forever continue : for the death
spoken of “in the text is opposed to eternal
life in the following -clause. And oh, if the
effect of this spiritual death is misery, even in
this present life, (as the experience of every
man testifies, if he will own the truth) then
what must it be in the world to.come 2 Ah!
" who can tell? We read of “a worm that
4 12 »

-+
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ncever dies,” to prey on the tormented con
scicnee; of “fire that never can be quenched,

to destroy both body and soul in hell ;” of
“ weeping, and wailing, and gnashmg of
teeth;” and all this to last forever. But is
there not a disproportion between the offence
and the punishinent ? Let God be true, and
every man a liar.: He says, “ the wages,” the
just reward, * of sin is death.” God’s truth
binds him to fulfil his threatenings, as well as
his promises. O fly from the wrath to come,
for ** who ameng us can dwell with devouring
fire? Who among us: can dwell with evere«
lasting burnings 2"

———
——

SERMON VL
What must I do to be saved ?

Acts xvi. 30.

" THIS is the anxious mqmry of an awaken-
cd sinner. By an awakened sinner I mean
the man who knows what sin is, and who
painfully feels that he is a sinner, and as such
under the curse of God, and in danger of hell-
fire.  Are you an awakened sinner ? Alas!
all men are naturally asleep, and insensible of
their danger; and so continue, till they are
“roused up out of their carnal slumbers by the
word and spirit of God. They cry peace,
peace, to themselves, when there is no peace :
for God hath positively said, Isa. xlviii. 22.
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“There is ns peace to the wicked.” They
live on day after day, keeping death, judg-
ment,. and eternity aqut of their thoughts 3
never reading the bible with a sincere desire
to know what their state is, and never crying
to Gaod from the bottom of their hearts,  God
be mercitul to. me a sinner.” If you live
without earnest prayer to God for mercy, ba-
bitually neglecting 1t, you give as full proot
that you arc *‘ alienated from the lifc of God

through ‘the ignorance that is in you,” as it
you were living in the grossest immoralities.
But when it pleases God to fasten.conviction
on the heart of a man, and to awaken his con.
science, then he starts np as one out of sleep.
He sces, what he never discovered before,
that it is an evil and bitter thing to sin against
God. He reads in the word of truth, * the
wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the
people that forget God ; Psalm ix. 17. and
trembles as he reads. He.acknowledges, ¢ §
huve forgotten God, and sinned against him ;”
and being convinced that ¢ the wages of sin
is death,” he asks, How shall T escape the
damnation of hell 2 Such a man is deeply in
carnest, when he makes the inquiry,  What
must I do to be suved 2”7 He feels that his all
for eternity is at stake, The world, wiih all
its plcasures, profits, and honors, becomes
tasteless and jnsipid ; it cannot give ease to
his-aching heart, nor heal his wounded con.
suienge, Hle naw hegins ta pray. His prayer
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is now the real language of his heart, not the
formal, unmeaning service it was before. - A
sense of his danger drives him to the throre
of grace. The word of God he now reads as
_the decision of eternal truth, and he reads it
~ as having an interest in every line: O sinner
bas this 1nquiry been yours, ¢ What must ¥
do to be saved 2

e——
——

SERMON VII
"Re pent ye, and l)elzeve the Gospcl

Mark i. 135.

- THESE are the words of our blessed &a-,
viour, addressed to poor, gwilty sinners like
you and me. But what is repentance ? It is
the work of the Spirit of Christ upon the heart,:
producing such an inward sense of the -evit:
and guilt of sin, as makes a man wonder that
he is out of hell ; such ahatred of sin as caus.
es a man to forsake it; and-such an appie-
hension of the consequences of sin, as makes
2 man willing to be saved wholly and solely*
through what Jesus Christ has done and suf-

Heced Tor lost souls. The - penitent: sinner is
convinced that sin deserves punishment; that
he himself, as-a sinner, is liable to the wrath
of God ; thatsin must be pardoned or punish.
ed; that he can make no amends for the least
of his transgressions, and consequently that
his salvation must be all of grace. The man
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thus humbled -is prepared to welcome the
news of a Savieur,<¢ who came to seek and to
save that which was lost.” Matt. xviii. 11,
- Such is the gospel. It is glad tidings to a lost,
guilty world. - The sum and. substance of it
13, that ** Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners’” 1 Tim. i, 15. He died to
wmwake satisfaction for their sins; and, heing
God and man in one Christ, “he is able to
save to the uttermost all that come unto Gott
'by him.”” Heb. vii. 25. His.bleod being the
blood of Gud incamate, Acts xx. 28. wasin-
- finitely meritorious, and it was shed for this
very purpose, to take away sin: so that if
your sins, poor self-condemned simner, are
more in aumber than the hairs of your head,
or the sand on the sea shore; if they are great
and aggravated, and red like scarlet ; yet there
i8 hope : “the blood of Jesus Christ cleans-
_ eth (hath power. to cleanse) from all sin.”
2John L 7. ‘*But how am I to becomc ir-
terosted in this, and get the comfort of it ?’”
"Belicve the gospel, rely on what the word of
God says about Jesus Christ, and his willing-
ness and power tosave sinners.  “ But may ¥
without presnmption believe that Fesus Christ
came to save such a wretch as I am ?” Yes,
* this is God’s commandment, that ye believe
on the name.of his Son Jesus Christ.” Wohm
iii. 2% There can be no presumption in dd-
isg what God has commanded, and. ukmg
God at his word. =
12 2 -
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'SERMON VIIIL

This is a faithfid saying and warthy of ull ac.
- eeptation, that Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners,of whom. I am. the cf;u;[l
. im. 1. 15. -
“THIS is the sum of the gospel. Jesus
Christ is God : “ He made the world, and alt
that therein is: all things were made by him
and for him ;" See John i. 1—3. Col. i.. 19«
But we his creatures broke his laws, and re«
_belled against him. He might justly bave
cast us into hell, the lake: that burneth with.
firc and brimstone. But O, wonderous iove !
God was manifested in the flesh ; was borw
into the world. For what purpose ? Tosave:
sinners. How did he save them? By dying
for them upon the cross, bearing their sins in
his own body ‘upon the tree, and washing
them from their sins in his own blood. Did
1 ever consider this wonderful love of God ?
I am a sinner, born in sin, and, as such, liable
to cternal punishment. - ¢ Jesus Christ came
into the world to save sinners,”” even such as
I am? Have I ever earnestly entreated him to
save me ? Do I belicve that I am a miserable
sinner 2 Do I feel it and lament it? And am
I sensible that unless Christ save%me,*l must
be a damned soul forever ? Alas, how many
never go to Jesus Christ to save them ? How
many are careless and unconcernedabout what -
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Jesus Christ has done for sinners! But do 1
lay it to.heart 2 Are all my hopes built upon
this faithful saying, ‘that Jesus Christ came
into the world te save sinners ?”> O what a
comfortable saying it is, that though Iam a
sinner, the chief of sinners, yet I may be saved
from the sin I have committed, and- the hell
E have deserved, if, under a. penitential sense
of my wickedness, I look to Jesus Christ and
trust in him! O may the Holy Spirjt: anable
me ta look unto Jesus! O what should I, a
poor wretched helpless sinper,-do, if there
were no Jesus to save me! How eagerly should
I welcome such glad tidings ! Surely the mes-
sage is‘ worthy of all acceptation,” and ought
to-be received by all, since all have sinned,
and stand in-need.of salvation ; and since all,
who.feel their lost estate, may come to him.
who is able to save them. O Lord, the Holy
Ghost, enable me to believe to the saving of
iny soul! T - »

" SERMON IX.

Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise
cast out. '

Jobn vi. 87.

- ROW tegderly compassionate is the dear
Friend of poor lost sinners! How anxious
docs he appear to remove every objection out
of the way of the enquiring soul, that is made
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willing. to'be saved ‘on gospel -terms, “{ﬂ
grace through faith 1. Eph..ii, 8. Lest such
should be discouraged, how graciously does
* he:describe their character and feelings, inwit-,
ing them with all the eloquence of god-like
pity. to come unto him! Hear his words,:
Matt. xi. 28. “ Come uato me; .all .ye that,
labor, and are heavy laden, and -1 mll give
you rest.”  Are you weary of the slavery of
sin, and the bondage of Satan and the world ?:
Are you heavy laden with guilt in your. con-:
scieaces, and fear in yeur hearts? Behold !
the loving Saviour stands with open arms to
receive yon; and these ave the -grucions
words which proceed out. of his mouth,.
“ Come umto me, and [ 'will give youn rest.?’.
He is fithful that hath promised, Heh. x.:
~ 23, and camnot deceive you. He will not al.-
ter the thing that has. gone out of his lips.:
Psalm. Ixxxix. 31. Make the experiment,
come to him. He is able and willing to save;-
wherefore should yeu doubt ? .

- But you say, “I am a sinner.” Be it
known unto yon, that Jesus Christ is an-
Almighty Saviour. You say farther, «“ Kk
have continued long in open rebellion against.
him, I have been many years sinning against .
him with a high hand.” Be it so, yoware
_not-out of the reach of mercy, nor is yeur.
case too desperate for. the skill and power: of"
the great physician. Do you atild -object, .
* I am a sinner of no common kind, of sin-

.-
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ners I am chief? Even unto you isthe word of
this salvation sent. 'The blood of Jesusisthe
blood of God, Acts xx. 28. and therefore
cleanseth from all sin.” -1 John i. 7. His
righteousness is the”righteousness of God,
Rom. iii. 23. and therefore is sufficient to jus-
tify the most ungodly. Do not despair ; for
thus saith thy Saviour, the lover of thy poor
soul, ‘ Him that cometh unto me, I will in'no
wise cast out.” He makes no exceptions ; be-
ing “not willing thatany should perish, but that
all should come to repentance.” 2 Peter iii. 9.

But you say, ‘“Must I not mend my heart
and reform my: life before I .venture to ap-
proach him ? If you wait till you have effect.
‘ed this in your own strenigth, you will, after
all, die in your sins. This he must do for
you : and this he will effectually dofor you,
when you come to his cross, confessing your
sins, and trusting in his blood as your atone-
ment. You must. come to him just as you
are, a poor, vile sinner, to be.washed in his:
blood, to be clothed in his righteousnes, sanc-
tified by his Spirit, and fitted for his glory.
Why do you object to receive what he is so
ready to give, and that freely,  without money
and without- price,” Isa. lv. 1. even pardon,
holiness and heaven ?—He professedly re-
ceiveth sinners, Luke xv. 3. that he may save
them, and has solemnly declared, H1M THAT
COMETH UNTO ME, be the person who, or
what he may, 1 WILL IN NO WISE CAST
oUT.
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SERMON X.

.Bemg Justified by faith, we have { eace with
Gacl t/zrougf our Lord Jesus Christ.

Rom, v.i.

« 'l’HERF is no pcacc, saith my God, to
the wicked,”” Isa. xlviii. 28. An unpardoned
sinner can have no peace with God. While'
his conscience is unawakened, -he may be
cafeless and secure; but as soon as his eves
are opened, and his heart is made to feel, he
mutst be miserable, till God speaks peace 'to,
his guilty soul. Fo be ]ustxﬁcd is to be par;
doned and aceepted of God. * Pardon and ac.
geptance are only to be obtained by faith in
Jesus Christ, as having. atoned for sin Ly his
precious blood. When it is given me to bes
lieve that Jesus Christ hath taken aw2y my
sins, there is nothing mere to distress my con-
science; then I havie * peace with God.” The
distress of an awakened soul arises from a
guilty conscience, and a sense of his sing, As
soon therefore as the poor, trembling sinner
discovers, that Christ died for such as he is ;
that Christ being God is able to save the ¢hief
of sinners ; that this was his errand into the’
* world ; and that he has said, ¢ him that com;:
eth unto me I will in no wisc cast out.” Joha'
vi, 87—As soon as' the poor sinper believds’
this, he has peace with God :- he can call God
his father; .he can trust God for eviery thing ;
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Ire can think of death with comfort, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. Sinner is this
your state ! Do you know that there is no sal-
vation without an interest in Christ ; that there
is no peave with God but through Christ;
that unless your sins are pardoned your life
must be unhappy, and your death the entrance
on eternal misery ? If I am looking unto Je-
sus s the only Saviour, and in self-despair.
have fled unto him for refuge, then God is no -
longer angry with me; my sins, which are
" many, are forgiven, my person is- accepted,
and if I die to-night I shall go to God. O
happy state to have nothing to fear in life or
death! to have God for our Friend, Christ
for our Redeemer, the Holy Ghest for our
Comforter, death our friend, heaven our home,
and an eternity before us of peace and joy !
Sinner, is this thy case ?

| SERMON XI.
. Unte you which believe ke is precious.

1 Pet.ii. 7.

- THE apostle is speaking of Jesus Christ,
the dear dying friend of poor lost sinners, who
pitied us, when we had no pity on ourselves ;
and died for us, when otherwise we must
have been cast into hell. Now if you believe
this, that your sins would have damned yau,
if Christ had net taken them on himself’; and
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that you must have been cursed . forever, if:-
Christ'had not been made a curse for you:.
if you feel in your hearts an humble assurance’
of -pardon purchased by-his blood ; and if you
can consider himas saying'to you inthe gos-
Ecl what he said to the poor, sinful woman,
ke vii. 48—50, ¢ Go In peace, thy sins are
forgiven ;> then Christ is ‘precious to you ;.
you love him above all things. - You love to
think of him ; you love to hear of him; you-
. love to talk of him; whatever he has ‘com-
manded, you desire to do; ard whatever he
has forbidden, you would net willingly do, to
gain the whole world.. You are now become:
a new creature. You cannot Jive as you once.
lived. You are born again. Old things-are
passed away, and all things are become new. .
2 Cor. v. 17. . The things which you once
hated, - such as prayer, praise,  hearing and..
rcadmg God’s word, you now love; and the -
things which you once loved, such as vain
conversation, and _trifling amusements, you
now hate. You cannot now go te bed at
night without thanking the adorable Saviour .
for the mercies of the day ; nor without com-
mitting yourself to his protection for the night,
and trusting your soul in his hands, that if you
die before morning, he may receive. you unto
himself : and when you rise in the morning,
vou cannot go out into the world about your.
lawful business, without begging bimn to keep
you from the snares of the world and the
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temptations of Satan. Youronly object is to

. please your beloved Saviour, and above all
things, you fear to offend him. You desire,
“ whether you eat or drink, to do all to the~
glory of God.” 1 Cor. v. 14.

, - SERMON XIIL |
Tollow holiness, without which no man shall see.
. the Lord. C

Heb, xii. 14.

'GOD is a holy God : Christ is a holy Sa-
wviour: the Spirit of God is a holy Spirit:
heaven is a holy place : the ‘angels are holy
angels : and all God’s redeemed people are a
hely people. Am I a holy person ? If I am
n6t, the scriptures assure me that I shall not
{cannot) see God. It is not mere decency of
conduct;: there may be external morality

- where there is no holiness, though there ¢an
be no holiness without morality. If you are
a holy person, you not only abstain from sin,
but you.really hate it. You hate all sin:
‘whatever is not consistent with the will of God
you hate and abhor. Your abhorrence is -
turned against yourself on account of your re-
maining sinfulness. - You discover sin not
_only in your life, but in’your heart. If you
are a sanctified person, you make conscience
not only of your actions and words, but of
sour thoughts.  You desire not only to ap-
)
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pear good in the ‘eye of the world, but to-ap,

Prove yoarself to  God who searcheth the

tieart.  You seek an inward conformity to the

mind and willofGod. Is-thisthe case? Rey

member that it is ‘written, ¢ without holinesp

no man shall see the k.erd.” Holiness is, jp

short, the love. of God shed abroad in-the

heart by the Holy Ghost given unto us. Thip
love becomes the mative to all -hely; abg-
dience ; the word : of ‘God then becomes.the
rule of the whole conduct; and the glory Jef

‘God is-proposed as.to the end of our convey-
“%ation.,, Now 'no man can enter heaven il
he is-made hdly. ‘Do you believeit? Andis
it the prayer of your heart, “ Lord sanctify

¥ne'wholly, body, soul, and spirit ?° If it.be,
~ the Lord hath begun the‘good work in yopr
heart, ‘and ‘heé will perfect it unto the day .of

Jesus'Christ, ‘that you may be presented holy

~ atid unblameable before him in love.
SERMON XIII
Looking for the blessed hope, and the gloridus
appearing of the great God, andour f;amwr
Jesas Chvist. a
, Titus ii. 13,
.+ THIS is the happy privilege of the believer
in Christ, t6 ‘be looking for the second ap-

peatance of his Lord. Jesus has promised
that he will come again ; that he will ¢ come
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- quickly.” Rev. xxii. 20. He has declare
that his coming will be_sudden, like that o
the thief in the night. Thess, v. 2, The be-
flever is a man who is expecting i, waiting
for it, and preparing to weleome it. Heknows,
#hat though * thé Lord Jesus Christ shall be .
‘revealed from heaven with his mighty angels
44 flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that
“know not God, and ébey net the gospel of our
-Lord Jesus Christ, who shall be punished with
Zéverlasting destruction from the preseace of
T4be Lord, and from-the. glory 6 his. power,”
fét, that another end of his coming is, that he
Iraay “ be glorified in his saints, and admired
tin all them that believe.” 2 Thess. 1. 8, 10.

*'Flicrefore ** he looks for that blessed hope.”
«He has “peace with ‘God through Jesus
%Christ.”  Guilt, the cause of fear, is taken
19way. He believes that the Judge s his friend,
Yitherefore he looks forward with a comfortable
cxpectation.  He feels that his present state is
not his rest; for though the guilt of s is
taken out of his conscience, and the love and
power of it ont of his heart, he painfully feels,
wihat sin, yet dwelleth in him; and therefore
Jongs for the caming of Christ, that hic may
totally destroy it. “I'he Hope he has isa bles-
std hepe, because the things hoped for are
n'&i,uest'tmagble in value, eternal 1n duration, and

“"certain ta the man, wholooks for them in fuith

"".and hepe. . * We that'are-jo this tabernacle

" {of fiesh and blond) do groan, being burdea.
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< .o - . yoe e e &
ed,” 2Cor. v. 4. with sin, afffiction, ‘a-n‘g :
temptation : but at the glorious appearing of
our Lord Jesus Christ, “ God shall wipe awa
all tears from our eyes ; and there shall be no
‘more death, neither sorrow, nor crying ; 'nei‘-.
ther shall there be any more pain ; for the for-
mier things are passed away.’ o
. . . - k)
& : .
SERMON XIV. =~ |

4+

nen—
p——

If ye then being -evil, know how to give govd
 gifts unte your children : how much moré
* shall your hetavenly. Father give the Holy
- Spirit to them that ask him 2 RS
- - .- Luke ki, 13.
"IN these words our gracious Father, wh;i
is in heaven, permits’us to decide an impor,
‘tant point by the conviction of our own com.
sciences. He appeals to our feclings as pa
rents, in-order to encourage our hope, and
enliven our confidence, ver. 11. “ If a son
ask bread of any of yeu that is a father, wil}
“he give him a stone? If a hungry child comg
to a father, saying, “Father, I am starvinjg
for want, give me bread to eat,”” will the
-father (unless he is werse than a brute) give.
bis child a stone te. mock him? “ Or if he
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent ? Ox
if he ask an egg, will he give him a scorpion,’’
to destroy him ? Certainly not. * How much
“more then shall your heavenly Father,”” whose



SHORT SERMONS. 149

.afaction-te his poor, sinful childreq is, infi.
nitely superior to yours for the offspring of
your bodies, give the Holy Spirit to them,
that ask him ? -

- Tam a poor, ignorant sinner, I want to
know myself as a sinner before God, and as
exposed to his just indignation. I want to
know Jesus Christ as a Saviour, for, to know

« Him, is life eterpal.? But this saving knew-
bedge 1 can derive only from divine teaching.
God has promised his Holy Spirit, to lead
the. poor ignorant sinner, that feels his igna-
rance, (for that isthe point) inte all truth
negessary for hig cemfort, and salvation. “ QO
Lord, let thy Holy Spirit teach me!”

T am a poor, helpless sinner; I find I have

no power ta believe on the Son of God. Yet
" faith in him is _essential to salvation. My
tonscience is distressed on account of my
sins. 1 want to know him and the power of. -
bis resurrection. But I can no more believe
by any mere exertion of my own powers, than
I can make a world.. God has promised his
Holy Spirit to create faith in the heart.of eve-
ry humble supplicait. O Lord, help me. to
believe to the peace of my conscience, thie.
salvation of my soul, and the eternal glory of
thy pame. , )

God giveth his Holy Spirit to them that
ask him. We can do nothiag, we cag do
nothing but sin, and so destroy ourselves
without bis specialgas:siﬁtanw Do you feel

N N N 13 b .t . 0
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you want it?' And do want and absolate 'rieJ
¢essity drive you to a throne of grace for his-
comprehensive blessmg’ Do you ask as a
hungry child asks his father for bread  Are
you sensible of your ignorance, so as earmest-
ly to seek his divine teaching; and of yout
helpless state, so as to ask help of God?
¢ Ask, and ye shall have : seek, and ye shali
find: knock and it shall'be opened unto you.”
Consider, God cannot break his word. K
. You have asked without receiving, it is beeanse
you did not ask in earnest. ‘You do not  feel
your want. -Ask of God to give you to feel -
your wants, and" then he will supply themt -
ask him to teach you to'pray. Come to him
as a poor, ignorant, helpless child, for “ except
- ye be converted, and become as little chil-
dren, ye cannot cnter into the kingdom -of
heaven.” ‘Mat. xviii. 3. Lord, gwe unto us
this child-like spir’it! '

eams—
—_—

SERMON XV -

Itis appomted unto men_once to die, bu; q/'tet
this the judyment.

Hebrews ix. 27,

. YOU and I are dying creatures. We have
seen many of our friends and relatives laid in
the grave : many as young as ourselves, and
apparently as likely to live. Some we have:
seen carried off by long and lingering diseases,

- P VRGP
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and-some tut down .suddenly without warn.
ing. God only knows when we are to follow’
them into the eternal world. We know not
4he day of our death. Our times are in Godlg, .
hand. It may be to.night. We are certain.
the moment of death must come; we are cer.
tain it can be at no great distance; but we:
know not how near. Now if these things are
‘true, what madness it is to put off the neces-.
sary work of repentance to a future day ! we
are net certain of seeing to-morrow : and as.
repentance is the gift of God, if we neglect to
ask for it to-day, and refuse to hear his warn-
ing voice, he may say to us, as in Prov. i. 24,
&c. ‘“ Because I have called, and ye have re.
fused ; 1 have stretched out my hand, and no
man regarded : but ye have set at nought my
‘counsel and would none of my reproof’; I will
also laugh at your calamity, and mock when
your fear cometh :. when your fear cometh as
«desolation, and your destruction cometh as a
whirlwind ; when distress and anguish come
upon vou : Then shall they call upon me, but
1 will not answer ; they shall seek me early,
but they shall not find me; for that they hat.
ed knowledge, and did not choese the fear of
the Lord.” . .

- After deathyée

all stand befoNGHIRI Sl
to give an account of -the things done in the
body, whether they be good or bad. Who
must appear there ? All, young and old, rich

il judgment. We must
igtieot seat of Christ,
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_ and- poor; without distinction or exoeption.
You and I must meet thore. But for what
Fo.give account of -all oue secret
ad of all our sccret actions, to the
Judge. He keeps a book of re-
2, in which all evil thoughts, werds,
are registered:; every one of which
a-brought forth to our-eternal con-
ess they are washed away .in the:
ood. of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
‘¥i.. 6. that-seme, in thet day, will
ocks and mountains, saying, ‘“Fall
hide us from the face of him that
Be thrane, and from the wrath of
?  God: grant it may not be your
ine. Bat, in order to avoid' this
ate, we wist seek the Lord while
the wicked must forsakie his ways,
righteous man his thoughts, and
-the L.ard, and he will have mercy
and to our God, and: he will abun~
Jon.”” 'This is the day of graces
be too lnte to seek: for mercy when'
the day of jadgment comes. H yon die with-
out.an imterest in. Chuist, it had: beesr good for

yaur if you had- never been born ; for ft.would:

be better to have no existence at al, than to.
have a niiserable exisienes:im-hell forever.
This must be the partiit-#fiavery unpardon-

God hath- sait it,-

ed, unconverted sinper.
who. cannot lie,
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. SERMON XVI. . - .
Ho'w s/zall we escape, if we neglect so great

salvation 2
Heb. ii. 3

- A SALVATION grcat mdeed beyond
description or -conception, contnved by the
wisdom .and love of God for my: poor, lost
soul }: A salvation procured by the.death .of
the only-begotten Son of God ! How pear, was
I to.the brink of hell | How deeply was I fal-
len! How many and great my sins, to make
such a.salvation necessary ! How dangerous
must it be to neglect it! God has na other .
Son to,give ! If you are unconcerned about
it, if you take na pains to secure it, if you are
: unaﬁ'ccted with your danger, and with the sal-
vation that is proposed to you, how can you -
escape! It is impossible. You reject the
only Saviour, and thereby commsit the great-
est sin : you spurn at Ged’s mercy in Christ,
and trample the K;‘eclous blood of Christ un-
der your feet. ¢ you not shocked at such
a thought ? Be assured that every careless,
prayerless sinner, is guilty of this. There is
no relief for those who reject Christ. There
remaineth no more sacrifice for sin. Their
ruin is certain, is near, and will be eternal and
intolerable. Remember, ¢ this is the ac-
cepted time, and this is the day of salvation.”
Car. vi. 2. Ifyou die without Christ, you
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can never see the face of God with comfort.
You'must hear: the .Judge pronounce your
sentence, * Depart, y&.cursed, igto ever Iastmg
fire, prepared for the devil .and his angels.”
Matt. xxv. 11. God forbid ! Once more I
entreat you, my fellow sinner, before you
- close the bosk, stop and think. Nay, go up-
~on your: knees, and pray te God.to awaken
your. conscieace, and give you the knowledge
of Christ. My prayers are. offered up for
‘your selvation. . I.have no motive in putting
this inte your lumds, but your eternal good.

‘0 God, may these scrmoms be productive of
»good to the reader’s soul, in.time and eterni-
‘ty. - Follow it with. thy blessing : and may
the precious wushs, thereinset forth; *be: the
:mevoar. of life unw life, and not-of death ugto
‘death.” Gremt.it, O Laosd, fer Jesus: Clmslas
s:te*ﬂm Amn. v

¢
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TWO SLB.MONS A
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e SERMON x.

‘r‘m ng‘thewwupmma, because he
- Izathmmwdme. ~Lk Y

: THIS is a text Jesus Christ himeel preaeh-
ed upon at Nazareth, which was the place of
“his-education. Itis taken from Isa. Ixi.-1, 2
where there is -but little variation-as to thie
words, but a great agreement as to the intend-
ment ‘of them, The sermon that..Christ
preached is not upon record ; ‘but we have the
preface, v. 21. This day-is e scripture. fisl-
Jilled in your ears, which gives us some-light,
and shews us that the prophecy doth relate
unto himself. In these wordsis a prediction
- of the Spirit’s coming upon him,
Q. What is meant by the Spirit ?
/. The third person in the Trinity. .
God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost are one’
and the same spmtual ‘substance. But here
the third person is understood. Sometimes
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he is-called the Spirit of the living Cv'od
8 Cor. iii. 3. Sometimes the Spiriz. 1 John
82. I saw the Spirt descending from heaven.
Sometimes the Spirit- of Christ. Phil. i.19;
The supply of the Spirit of Christ. Some-
times the .Holy Spirit.  Eph, iv. 30. Grieve
not the holy Spirit of God.© Sometimes the
Spirit of Grace. Heb. 10. And have done dc-'
spite to the Spirit of Grave.

- Q. Why is the Spirit said to-be upon fnm 2

A. It is all one as if the- Spmt was said to
bc in him. : A
- The same expressmn we have, 2 ngs ik
15. The spirit of Elijoh doth rest on Elisha}
And Isa. xi. 2. The Spirit of the Lord sholl:
rest upon him. It may have a respect to_ the’
Spirit’s visible -descending on him. Mat. i
X6. He saw the Spirit of God descending lzkc’
a dove, and lighting upon him. -

"This is amplified by the reason, Because tizc
Lord hath anointed me. ‘The priests were
seperated to their office by this ccremony,
. Lev. viti. 12. He poured of the anointing oil

upan Aaron’s head, aad ancinted kim to sancti-

Jy him.  Sb the meaning is, That God hal' ™
seperated and ordained him to this office, to';
preach the gospel.

DOCTRINE. Ministers had need Imve
~ the Spirit of the Lerd.upon them, in order . to -
the revividg ef religion among his people.
There are some times of degencracy and de-
clension in the church. Sometines commoi-
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wealths areiin.a languishing wey. Sometimes
the estates of a people are under decay. So,
sometimes Religion js in. a witheriag condi»
tion ; byt there are means that are serviceable
for the reviving of it: and this is one special .
means, when the ministers have the Spirit of
the Lord upon them. The Spirit. of the Lord
. must be poured out apon the people, else Re-
ligion will not revive.” But when the Spirit is
ypon ministers, it is a very hopeful sigo.
Mal. iv. 5, 6. Jwill send you Eligah the pro-
hhet, and ke shall turn the heart of the fathers
ta.the childrey, and the heart of the children to
their futhers, lest I come and-smite the carth
with.a curse. 'This was accomplished when
God sept Joha the Baptist, who was filled with
the Holy Ghost. So after the apgstles were
filled with the Spirit, . much way done by their
minjstry, for the advami_ng of religien.

- Q- How doth the Spirit's being.upon minis-
ters, condyce to the reviving of religion? .

A. Two ways especially.

1. The Spivit gies them @ zeal for God’s
glory, and the salvation .of soulis. hen the
Spirit of God is upan them they will be much
concerned for God’s glory. So it was with.
Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 10. “I have been very.
zcalous for the Lord God of Hosts.”” They
will not be indifferent whether God’s kingdom
. flourish or net ; their hearts will not be upon
the world, but their hearts will be engaged for
God’s honor, so for the salvation of men’s
14 )
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souls. They will take a great deal of care
that their hearers do not perish. 1 Cor. x. 33.
“ Not seeking my own profit, but the profit of
many that they may be saved.” 1 Cor. ix.
© 19, 20, 21, 22. “] have made myself a ser-
vant of all, that I may gain the more,” &c;
*“1 am made ell things to all men,- that by all
means I may save some.”" ’ o
1. Hereby they are disposed to study and
preach such things as do especially tend to the
reviving of religion. There be-several other
truths, that in their season must be studied
and preached. Ministers must not decline tor
preach the whole counsel of God ; no part of .
- the word of God is in vain.” But whenthey
dre zealous for God’s honor and men’s salva-
tion, they will set themselves to revive reli-
- gion’; they will dwell upon those things that
do more directly tend to the furtherance of
men’s salvation. Such things as will take
_with the. consciences of men. Ecl. xii. 10.
** The preacher sought to find out acceptable
wards.”” ‘They will consider the necessities of
people, and strive to relieve them. So it was
with Paul, Acts xx. 21. ¢ Testifying both to
_ the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance
towards God, and faith towards our Lord Je-
sus Christ.”” The corruptions of the land will
stir up their spirit. Acts xvii. 16. “ While
Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was
stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly
given to idolatry.” o -
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2. Hereby they are prepared to declare the
word of God powerfully.  The word of God
"is as ‘an hammer, and men must smite with
strength to make the nail enter, or the rock
tobreak. Ifthe word of God be preached in
a dull dead way, it is not like to have much
efficacy. Men will be in danger to think that
the preacher himself do¢s not believe it, or
_:that he lays no great weight upon 1it. But
.when they have an holy zeal, that makes them
‘to be Boanerges, sons of thundcr, they will be
garnest and fg:lvent. "T'hat was the commen-
dation of Apollos, *“ That he was fervent in
-spirit.” Acts xviii. 25. So Christ "taught.
Matt, vii. 29. ¢ He taught as’one having au-
thority, and not as the scribes.” And this
_made his doctrine the more affecting. v. 28.
¢ 'The people were astonished at his doctrine.”

- This was foretold of Christ. Mic. v. 4. “ He
-shall tread and feed in the strength of the
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord
-his (:rod » Zeal will inflame the heart, and
.make men declare the word of God,, so &5 to
.awaken others, and not lull them to-sleep.
_-Such men will speak in the heat of their
.spirits. When men are sensible of the break-
“ing'out of fire, or the approach of enemics,
-they will cry out earnestly.  So the prophet
.direeted, Isa. lviii. ‘1. ¢ Cry aloud, spure
-not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew
. my pegple their transgrcssnon, and the };O\!ﬁ(v
_of Jacob their sins,”
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3. Hereby they oie filled with courage. to
despense the word of God fhithfully. - Thereis
danger that somé men will be provoked, if
they be told plainly of their sins, if their
confidences be shaken, and they -be deklt
plainly with., And if ministers have not a
spirit of 'zeal, they will be in danger to
neglect speaking what they should; be aptto
‘speak too teniderly : but if they have a spirit
of zeal, that will make them faithful. Jer. xx.
‘9. ¢ His word was in my heart as a burning
fire, shut up in my bones, I was weary with
forbearing, and I could net stay.” They’
“onght to speak whether men: will hear er not.
‘Ezek. ii. 7. “ Thou shait speak my words to
them, whether they will ‘hear, or whether they
will forbear.” ~And zeal will make men
faithful, though others be angry. Actsii 36.
¢ Let all the house of Istael know assuredly,
that God hath made this same Jésus whom
ye crucificd both Lord and Christ.” Zeal
strengthens the 'heart agaiiist fear. So the
prophet dcaltlflainly' with Asa, and John the
Baptist with Herod. S N

2. If'the Spirit be upon ministers, that gives.
them understanding and wisdom for their work.
“The Spirit of God makes them studious, busy
in reading and meditating, and thereby they

~get ‘understanding. - The Spirit suggests
suitable thoughts to them, and thereby they
get uniderstanding. ‘The Spitit-of God opetis,
their eyes, gives spiritual discoveries to them,
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and therghy . they get understanding. - All
~-wisdom comes .from God. Men are led by
<the Spirit into the consideration of providen-
ces, and so they get a great deal of expe-
-rience. God gave Solomon wisdom in a
.more than ordinary way, and he hath his
-ways - to give wisdom to men for their work
that he calLs them to. It was foretold con-
cerning Christ, that God would give wisdom
to Him. = Isa, xi. 23. ¢ The Spirit of the -
:Lord shall rest.upon him,. the Spirit. of wis-
-dom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel
.and might, the-Spirit of knowledge, and of the
~ fear of the Lord shall make him of quick un-
derstandipg in the fear of the Lord.” God by
his Spirit fyrnishes men with knowled, acto be
-serviceable. .

1, Hereby he makes them able to dzvcove)
_men’s intguities. to them. - Many men. practise
-things that are evil, under a notion of liberty.
: Through custom, and carnal reason, and their
-dependance upon th«. judgment of othc.rs, they
‘stand in the defence of sinful ways; they have
agreat deal to say in the vindication of them,
.and.sometimes do not suspect them to be evil :
but God,by giving understanding to ministers,
‘doth enabie them to lay convincing light be-

~ fore them, and. make it. plain from the word of

-God, that thosc ways are evil. That is requir-

-ed of ministers, - that they do convince gain-

sayers, Tit. i. 9. So Christ Jesus laid abun-

[dance of light before the Scribes and Pharisees,
14 2
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to shew them theit iniqoities. - And: Pa’tﬁ*fﬁ&
abundance ' of hght before thé' Gentiles, to
shew them their vanity and sin in worshippihg:
of idois. And Apoltos laid light before ‘the:
Jews, to convince of their sin in rejecting
Christ. Acts xviii, 26. * He mightlly cen--
vinced the Jews, and that publicly, shéwing
by the scriptures, that Jesus was Chtist,” -
2. Hereby Mey are made able to speak ter-
ror to the eonsciences of sinners. M the con-
sciences of men be- terrified, that makes way-
for their conversten. Tetror of conseience
makes way for men’s coming to Christ. - Gal>
iit. 24. “*'The law was ovur schoel-tnaster to
bring us'to Christ.”” And the Spirit of God,
by giving them understanding, fits them for
this work, thereby they are enabled to repre.
sent inan aﬂ'ectmg manrier, the dreadfal mise:
ries that sinners are in danger of. $Sodid John!
the Baptist, and the people of the pubhcans;
and the soldiers were much: affected, and en-
quired what they must do. Euke i, Jo, 12
14. Ministers hereby- are enabled to find.
ont-several considerations to évidence to men;:
the certainty of their ruin, if they de continue:
" in a natural condition ; and te shew the truth
of that, Mat. v. 18. **That not one jot or tit-
tle shall’ pass from the law, biit all shall ‘be’
fulfilled.” And they are able:to convince mer"
what danger there is that they will never be-
converted : to lay open the wretchedness of
\he heart, and its mighty eppositien to the
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gospel, the great advantages of Satan. to se-
duce ; 'the many by-paths that men ave wont
to take ; the uncertninty of God’s giving re-
pentance to them, as the apostle teeches, 2
Tim., i 25. “ Jf peradveitute God will
giv:;; repentance to the ackhowledging of the
truth.” o o

3. Hereby they are able to discooer €o.men,
the deeests of their hearts, Mai’s heart is
fult of deceit. Jer. xvii. 9. “ The heart is de-
ceitful and desperately wioked, who can kinow
it ?” Men are Wont to ‘make plausible pre-.
tenées for their dins. They have tany thiogs
tosay by way of apology for thetselves, ex-,
cusing their sing. They pretend that they,
. are willing to krjow their own hearts. They
pretend that they do see theit own insufficien- .
ey: . They pretend love to God, and faith in
Jesud Clirist : But God. by his Spirit enables
mimisters 80 to lay dpen the dedeitfulness of
theii ‘hearts; thut they are brought to know
themselves. If men could hold their deceits,,
they would live and die in hypocrisy : but
God: helps ministers to unravel their hearts,
and so he leads them into an understanding of
themselves. 2 Cor. x. 4.  *“ The weapons of
etir warfareare not carnal, but mighty through .
God; to the pulling down of strong holds.”
Heb, iv. 12. « The word of God 1is quick
and powerflil,. sharper than -any two-edged -
sword, diyiding asunder sovil and spirit, joints -
and matrow, and is a disces ner of the thoughts

* . and intents of the heart.”



164 ' APPENDIX.

4. Hereby they are made able to.direct theny
in the right way. Men that are distressed.in
.conscjence, are many. times at an utter.loss .
:what tg do; and age prone to run. info bye.
‘paths, and take very, improper. methods for
‘their-help. They are contriving in what way
to get pardon and grace s and they would un-
do themselves, but God by his Spirit, helps
ministers to guide -them in the right way,
Mal, ii.-7. * The priest’s lips should keep
-knowledge, and they should seek the law ag
-his-mouth.”” . Ministers are to be their guidg,
It is their work to direct them, that they may
xot guench.the motions of the Spirit; to diq
-rect them that they may notgrow secure, that
they may not settle on their own rightequs~
ness ; thatthey may not, get a false faith ; thag
they may not be discouraged ; that they may-
have no prejudices against God and his waya,.
that the work may.be hastened, and that they.
-may be led to Christs  Samue] tells the peg-.
ple, that he wjll ¢ teach them. the good angd:
the right way.{” 1 Sam. xii. 23, So,when God,
gives the Spirjt to his.ministers, they are fity,
ted to lead sinhers in the right way toChrist..

1st Reason. Men qre so blind and Gorruphy.
that it is verydifficult to work upon them.-
Men by nature gre in.darkness. Rev. iii. 17.
“ Thou art blind\”’ They have wholly losgt
their spiritual sight, and their, natural cgp.

. science is very defective : It is.very slow to
conceive of those things that it can copceive .
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~of. Men are subject to abundanee of delu-
slon ; they are under the prevaiting of carmal
‘reasonirigs, easily deceived with appearances
~and shews, subject to flatter themselves ; they
become ¢ vain in their imaginations, dnd their
foolish hearts ‘are darkened.” Rom. i. 2.
And through heedlessness and forgetfulness,
they are very ignorant of what they might
know. Tit. i. 15. “Their mind and con-
science are defiled,’” and the hearts of men are
very much depraved. ~ They are violently set
upon their carnal interests. Jer. 1. 38. ¢ They -
are mad on their idols.”” They are exceed-
ingly addicted to the love of the world : they
are set for profit, and pleasure, and honor:
- their business is to advance their own interest.
They cannot endure to reform their lives.
They say as Ier. it. 25. ‘¢ They have followed
after Idols, and after them they will go. They
~are full of enmity to God and his ways. Rom.
viii. 7. ¢ The natural mind is émmiy to God,
is not subject to the law of God, neither in-
- clced can be.” Hence, if they have but little
means, ordinarily they take very little impres.
sion. Men that are fast asleep, will not be
awakened with a little noise. More gentle
- means will net do with naughty children.
- Small-blaws will not break a rock ; gentle
physic will not do for a stubborn discase. If
ministers be ignorant aud sluggish, there is
little likelihood that much good will be
wrought. | 7 .

'
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".. 2d Reason. Yetmen have so much canscience

‘and self-lovs, that it is difficult. to withstand
powerful means. -Though sinful men are likg
the beasts that perish, yet they;are not beasts
-They have a conscience in them, and that
.tells them that there is a God that made hea-
_ven and earth ; -that he is.to be, served ; that
his anger is terrible, and that his word must
-needs be true. The Gentiles shewed, that
-%the work of the law was written in their
hearts.” Rom. ii. 15. Andtheyhave likewisg
‘a principle .of sell-love in them; they. ayg
eraving happiness. Ps. iv. 6. ¢ Who wil}
-shew us any good ?.- They dread misery, and
-abhor destruction. - From these two princi:
.ples they -are eapable to be wrought upon,
When ‘the wrath of God is set before them. ii
~a’lively ‘manner, their conseienges -will echo
-to.it. .+ This rouses up. thasetsparks of liglys
that are -in conscience, and-conscicuge: adgs
its testimony. Hence:the men are afraid, they
-tremble lest God should execute vengeance

. .aipon them; they woulkd fain ‘get their sims

-pardoned. . When they hear-the clear reasop-
- ings, and powerful dispensations of the word,
they cannot but fear : and they think, What
.shall-they be profited, if they sheuld get-the
whole - world; and lose-their own soul 2. So

.. when they hear searching preaching, thatleads

- cansciende:into the examination of their hearts
. and ways, and puts.them upon itito labor after
the power of godliness. A workman may
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bring rude timber into form. A skilful phy.
¢ sitian may be a means to remove a stubborn
disease. Dull consciences may be frighted :
proper means may by. God’s blessing, revive .

religion. ,

- Y USE. The case of the christian world- is
very sorrowful. A great part of the world
makes a- profession of Christ; but there:is
little sincere religion ; very little of the power
of godliness: and it may be said, not of some
particular persons only, but of some nations,
as Rev. iii. 1. ““ They have a name that they
live, but are dead.”” There be great pretences
- to religion, but God is but little honored, and
few souls are saved. Religion doth not flou-
rish in many places, for the ministers have not
the Spirit of Ged upon them.

1, Some are heretical. There were abun-
dance of heresies in the days of the apostles,
and there be many in-these days. The
Papists hold justification by works, that it is
lawful to have images in worship: that the
Pope is infallible, and has power to- forgive
sin, &c. The Socinians deny the doctrine of
the blessed Trinity, the divinity of Christ,
~and that He bore the curse forus. The Ar-
minians hold universal redemption,  clection
from faith foreseen, - the power of free willy
and falling from grace. And they be miais-
ters especially that do propagate these opi-
nions, and beguile ignorant men. They per-
vert the scripture, and wrest it to their own
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destructjon, and the destruction of many
others. Learned men are the great seducers.
that promote damnable heresies. These men,

‘hinder the flourjshing of religion. ¢ They

‘increase unto more ungodliness.” 2 Tim. it.
16. Men -are ‘¢ led .captive by them.” 2
Tim. iik. 6.

© 2 Some .are wicked livers. They~ ﬂug;

'should teach others to keep the law of God,
‘break it themsclves.  So it was with Hophm,
-gnd Phincas. 1 Sam. 22. “ They lay with

‘the 'women that assembled at-the door of the

tabernacle of the congregation.” So it wag

afterwards, Isa. xlii. 27. ¢ Thy teachers
have transgressed against me.” ‘So the
Scribes and Pharisees, under the pretence of
long prayers, did “ devour.widow’s houses.”

- Matt. xxiii. 14. And so jtis at this day, in

many places of the christian world. Mfahy
that should lead mien to heaven, are guilty of
debauched pragtices: - they are swearers,
drunkards, unclean, and prophaners of the
Babbath. Religion is not like to flourish un-
der the influence of such men.: Such teach-,

- ¢rs-take a course to ropt religion out of the

places where they dwell. 'They, that teach,
wickedpess by their practices, arc like to du
little goed by their doctrine. \

8. Sowmve aye ignorant. Many that are set,
up to teach, have: knowledge, toread, and that
is in a manner, all the learning that the) have.
lcaoboam dig} not matter who he made to be
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‘priests, .So it is with mapy others, . God
“complained of eld, of the ignorance of teach-
“ers. Isa. Ivi. 10. ¢ His watchmen are blind,
they are all ignorant.”” Men need a great deal
.of knowledge, to be able to instruct.others.
“But some teachers are ignorant of the pringi-
Ples of religion; are not able, to vindicate
them. They are not versed in the scriptures.
"T'hese men will be peor helps.to the souls of
‘others. Blindness is a very. bad property in

.# guide. “If the blind lead the blind, both

will fall into the ditch,” -Matt, xv. 14. When
teachers are ignorant, *“ the people will be-de-.
stroyed for lack of knawledge.” Hos. iv. 6,
.. 4. Some want ¢xperience. Some ministers
have good learning, a good convessation, and
religious affections, and s they may. do some
good : they may be means to restrain some
mnen from sin. Yea, they may be.instruments
of conversion ; but such a ministry is not like
to revive religion in a Jand as have not expe-
riences. The condition of sueh.a country is
very sorrowful. Jer. ii. 8. ¢ "They, that handle
the law, know me not.”” It is a great. blcssing,
when people have such ministers as are able
‘ to comfort ethers wit‘h that comfort, where-
with they themselves have been comforted of
God.” 2Cor. i. 4. Men, that have had expe-
rience of temptation, and relicf under them, of
their ownhiearts, and of Jesus Chriat, are most.
likely  tos be instruments of the reviving of
religion. S *
15
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"2 USF q/' direction to people, what ministers
to choose. It is of great concernment to have
-religionrevived. - God useth great means in
‘order to it: he brings great judgments and
calamities in order to it. -But a special means
to obtain this, is, to have such.ministers as -
have the Spirit-of God upon-them. In Jero-
boam’s time, they dnd not . care . who ‘were
priests. 2 Chron. xiii. 9. ¢ Whosoever-com-
-eth to consccrate himself with a young bul-
Jock, and seven rams, the same may be a
pﬁest of them thatare no Gods.” But if you
desire the flourishing of religion, get such men -
for ministers, that it may be said of them, as
‘God said of Joshua, Numb. xxvii. 18. ¢ Take
Joshua the son of Nun, - map in whom is the
‘Spmt, and lay thine hand upon him.” .

‘But there is a double difficulty in this,, ..

- «1. Seme:that are.to choese, -do not rcgard
this. In some places thie care of this matter
‘helorigs to the patron ; and many times such
thave little regard to present those that are fit
‘ior the work : and where the people hav¢ a

- liberty to-choose, they are careless of making
" u good choice. Some are purse-ridden, and
<o not matter who they have, so.they can have
-~him upon €asy terms. Micah got one on easy
terms, and satisfied himself that-he had a ¢ Le-
“vite to be his priest.” Judg. wvii, 13. Some

love one -that- will prophesy smooth things, -

and-nourish them in- their vain hopes of cter-
nal life. Isa, xxx. 10, “ They say to the seers,
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see not? and to the prophets, proplesy not
right things, speak unto.us smooth things,
prophcsy deceits.”- Some would have one
that is a cheerly companion. . Some would
have one that would please their itching cars.
27Tim. iv. 3. * After their ewn lusts they
shall heap to themselves teachers having itch.
ing ears.” People ‘that have but litdle reli-
glon, are in d’mger to take up w ith mlmslus
that have not the Spirit. .
2. Some do not know where to ﬁn(l them.
‘Some would be glad to get such an onc, but.
they know not where to suit themsclves. We
are not come to that pass that is spoken of,
"Amos viii. 11, 12. “I will send a famine jn
-the-land ; not a famine of bread, nora thirst
“of water, but of hearing the w ord of the Lord.
And they shall wander from sea to sea, and
. from the north even to the east, they shali run
“to and fro to seek the word of the Lord, and
“shall not find it.”” . ‘But yet there is no great
“plenty of such men as have the Spirit of God
“ugon them. It is a mercy that people may’
find those that have good learning, and that
Jarc orthodox in their principles, and of a good
“convérsation ; but there .be not mauy’ that
“have the Spirit.  People must take up with.,
“such.asthey can get ; that that is wanting can-
' ‘not be numbered.
" 8 USE of exhortation, to pray Sor the
“ministry. 1t is the duty of ministers to pray
for the people ; and it is the duty ¢f the peo- .
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ple to pray for their ministers. The ministers
are bount by their oflice, to pray for the peo-
ple s and the people are bound by their interest
to pray for their ministers. When they pray
for their ministers, they pray for themselves.
Moses prays for them, Deut. xxxiii. 8, ¢ Of
Levi he said, Let thy Thiummim and thy
Urim be with thy holy One.”.- We find Pau}
geveral times begging the prayers of the
church. Eph. vi. 18, 19. ¢ Praying with al
manner of prayer and supplication, for . al
" saints; and for me, that utterance may be
given'to me, that I mayopen my mouth bold,
ly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.?
%o 3 Thess. iii. 1..- ¢ Finally brethren, pray
for us, that the word of the Lord may have
free course, ad be glorified even as it is with.
vou.” Heb. xiii. 18, ¢ Pray for us.” This
should move the people of God to pray for
their ministers, because if the Spirit rest- upen
them, that is a preparation for the reviving of
religion. It is a burden to -the spirit of all
- godly men, that there are such decays of re-.
ligion; that few are.converted and that inj«
.quity doth so abound:: and thercfore yow
should be longing after that, that.it may re-
vive again. : .
--Cousider 1. If religion do not revive, the .
country will become more wicked. Pride and
wantonness, and worldlinessand prophaneness
do abound in the land. There be many bad
examplesy there is.a great deal of the break-
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mg out of sin. In'many places thev-have a’
very ill name on the account of their iniqui-
ties. Many people do declare their sin as
Sodom, and hide it not. And how shall a stop
be put to it, unless religion do revive ? unless.
men be awakened and convinced ? Iizek.
xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. I will sprinkle clean wa-
ter upon you, and you shall be clean; from
all your filthiness, and from all your idols will
¥ cleanse you. A new: heart also will I give
unto you, and a new spirit will I put within
you, and I will take this stony heart out of
your flesh, and: I' will give you an heart of
flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you,.
and: cause you to walk in my statutes.” Some-
think family government may put a stop to-
sin. Some think the zeal of rulers, and faith-
fulness of officers may put astop to sin. But
how shall these things be come at; if the spirit,
of religion do not revive among us ?
- 2. If religion does not. revive, multitudes
will perish forever. If. religion does not re-
vive, how.shall men get to heaven ? the form
of godliness will not bring: men. to heaven.
‘Coming to meeting, going to lectures, joining,
to churches will not secure salvation.  What
will become of the posterity of the people «wf
‘God, if religion does. not revive ? Morality
will not prepare men for: dying.- John iii. 3.
* Except a man be born again, he cannot sce
the kingdom of God.” I “men be convert--
ad, their sins will be forgiven.””" Acts iii, 19..
15 2.
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But if they be not converted, they will not be
forgiven.  Unregenerate men’are very chari-
table to one another, but they will go to hell,
Mark viii. 12. ¢ The children of the ngdom
shall go into outer darkness.”

- 8. If religion do not revive, there will be
great judgments.. We have had many sose
Calamities ycarafter year ; and there has beers.
a great deal of consideration how t6 be deliv-:
cred from the wrath of God : and something
has been done for the preventing of wrath, but.
yet God’s anger is not turned away, but his’
hand is stretched out'still.  '‘One judgmentis”
scarce over, before another comes. We prdy,
we fast, make laws, and dlspute about refor:
mation, but yet we are-in affliction, and ‘the::
liand of God goes out against us: and so.it °
will, unless there be a reviving of religion.
Mal, iv. 5, 6. * He shall turn the hearts of the: -
fathers to the children, and the Hearts of ‘the::
children to their fathers, lest 1 come and smite .
the earth with a curse.”” ‘i he curse of harel- -
ness of heart will not go alone : If God leave -
us to an hard heart, that will be attended: mth 7
other curses,
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, SERMON IL.

Ts preach the gospel to the poor. .

B o0 preac. t,eg?fpér to ’_e fﬁz:'iv' .

. IN these and the fpﬂowing words, is set
forth the work that Christ was anoimted for.
Kirst, to preach the gospel to the poor. Here
mind, 1. What he was to preach; that is,
the gospel: In Isaiah it is good tidings.

And so the Greek ward signifies, so our .

weord gospel signifies. It comes from two
Saxon words. - God, that signifies good;
and Spell, that signifies & word. There be
ather good tidings, but the gospel is so by
way of eminency. The gospel brings tidings:
of the love of God to men, and of a glorious
way of recenciliation and salvation. They
are much to blame that slight the gospel, and
reject it. They carry as if the gospel were
nat goed tidings. 2. To whem he was to
preach, viz. To the poor. There be two
sorts of poor. L. They that are low ‘in the
world : that are destitute of riches; and the-
invitations of the gospel are sent to them as
~ well as others; and they, that reccive it, are.
more generally of thatsort. 1 Cor. 1. 28.
¢ God hath chosen the base things of the.
world, and things that are despised.” James
il. 5. “ Hath not God chasen the poor of
this world, rich in faith, heirs of the king-
dem.” And Christ Jesus principally preach-
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ed to such. Matt. xi. 5. f‘lf'lfllej poor Fave: -
the gospel preached unto. them.” 2. Those:
that are poor in spirit :: that are sensible that:
they have notliing to- purchase heaven; that
are sensible that' they have no money nor
price for their salvation :* and they are of two'
sorts. 1. Suchi as are legally poor."As they,’
Mate. xii. 28, ' That labor and are ‘heav-y"f
“laden :?* that are convinced of the wretched-’
ness of their hearts, and that God may justly*
condemn them. 2. Sueh as'are Fvangelical--
1y poor-in spirit. Such as have the grace of
humility, and Tive upon-the mercy of God in-
Christ: Spoken of, Matt. v, 3. “Blessed arg
thie poor in spirit, for ‘theirs is the kingdom of
Heaven:” Those that are called poor heré;
are called meek in Isa. Ix. 1. Their hearts §re-
meekened, either By cofiviction or by gratel
I'do not exclude the latter, but it 'jsééméj;?,-
have a-particular respect to the former.,. " " *.
" DOETRINE. The gospel is expebiollj 19
be preached to the' poor: in spirit: they aré-
particularly to be imvited. Considerhere thest-
two propositions : ~ . . U “”
1 Proposition. - The gospel is to be préached:
to ¢ll. 'Though there be no expectation thif-
all will receive it, yet it is to be preactied 16
all. Ministers are not bound té p 40 ’f,it'i$
every one in:the.workl; fér that# impossible -

but they aré to preach 1 #ll hs{tbﬁ ave 6p1 .
portunity. They may not designedly hidé the -
gospel from'any. There be mahy differcrides.
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ameng men, in respect of their estates, age,
covenant, interest and sinfulness : but the gos-
pel is to be preached to them all. Christdid
forbid his disciples to go into the way of the
Gentiles, or to enter into any tity of the Sa-
maritans. Matt. x. 5. But this was a tempo.
rary command : but now the gospel is to be
_preached unto all. Mark xvi. 15. “Go inte
all the world, and preach the gospel to every
creature.” That is, every human creature.
Acts xx. 21. * Testifying both to the Jews,
and also to the Greeks repentance towards
God, and faith towards our Liord Jesus Christ.>*
Gal. iii. 28. * There is neither Jew nor Greek,
therc is neither bond nor free, there is neither
male nor femadle, for ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.” "All are to be instructed in the gos-
pel, and to be invited to Christ. o

.. 1st Reason. Beeaiise the promise is to all,
There is a conditional promise made to all that
believe in Christ.  There is no exception of
any that do believe in Christ. The sin against
the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven. But
the conditional promise is true of them, and
po-man knows that he hath committed that
sin. The offer of the gospel is made to men
without any exception. . It is propounded in
general terms, so as to comprehend all. Acts
x. 43. *“ Whosoever believeth on him, shall -
have remission of sins.”” Men are ready to
gxcept themselves, but God makes no excep-
- tions. ' Sometimes the promise is propounded
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- indefinitely. Johniii. 3 36. “IHe, that behevctlr
on the Son, hath everlasting life,” But some-
tmu;s it is propounded universally ; for there
is no other condition joined to this; and not
enly so, but the notes of universality are 'ld-
ded to the promxse ; as whoseever. John i 1u.
16. So all.. Acts xiii. 39. And any.. Rev. iii.
20. And therefore it must be pre1ched to all..

. 2dReason. They, tliat are not poor in spirit,
may receive benefit. by the gospel. "Fhe gos-
pcl 18 many ways uscful to make men poor in
spirit.  Preparation for Christ is carried on
the law and the gospel in conjunction. When
men hear that there is a -way of salvation by
Christ, that makes them more willing to see
their danger, and not altogether so opposite to
receive conviction. It encourages them to
pray to God'to shew them thejr misery. When
men hear that Clirist died for our sins, that
makes them sensible that God is very angry
for sin ;. that he will execute sengeance, This
is an evidence of the justice and severity of
God.. - Men may learn {rom- thence, that sip
1s a great offénce, and must be pllﬂl&hﬁdu

Luke xxiii. 31.  If they do such thingsina

reen tree, what shall be done in a dry?’
When men hear, that-“ God so loved' the
world, that he gave his only begotten Son 1p
suffer for them,” that discovers-the vile na-
ture of sia, whereby men abuse a God of such
grace. Ps. cxxx. 4. ¢ There is forgiveness
- with thee, that thou mayest.be feared.”” When.
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amen hear that Christ hath redeemed us from -

the curse, that may convince them that their
-own works cannot save them. Gal. ii. 21. «“ I
righteousness come by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain.”” When they hear the command
to. believe in Christ, that convinces them, that
though they be civil and religious, yet if they
‘believe not, they are rebelhous, and in a mise-
rable estate.

- 3d Reason. Because. they, that are not poor
€n spirit now, may be poor in spirit afterwards.
1f men hear the gospel,and do not make a

' wight use of it now, yet they will retain the
knowledge of it, and it may dd them service
afterwards, thouvh they be not sensible of
their lost condmon now ; but are senscless,
and carnally confident, yet they may be poor
in spirit hereafter; and then what they have
heard may come to mind, and become power-
ful upon their hearts, It may be, when they-
‘have not an opportunity ' to hear the- gospel,
they will call to mind what they have heard
‘some years before, and ponder on what has
been preached to them formerly. It is possi-
.bte they may be made poor in spirit, wheh
ﬂ:cy are in captivity among thc Papists, or
‘Heathens. When they have no opportunity
to hear the gospel, or they may be made poor
‘in spirit, when they lie upon a sick bed, and
cannot hear the word preached; and then
‘what they have formerly heard, may work
“effectually on them. - Manissch would nat

.
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hiearken to the prophets when they. spaketo
him. 2 Chron. xxxiii. 10. But afterwards,
when he was a captive in Babylen, he re-
membered what he had been taught, and re-
pented. .v. 12. “ When he was in afliction,
he besought the Lord his God, and humbled
himself greatly before the God of his fathers.”
- 2d.Propositien. The gespel is especiallytobe
preached to the poor in spirit. Itis fit that mine
isters should make a partiqular application .of
she calls.of the gospel to them.  Ivis true they
4nay do so to young.men, to-amcicnt mom,
and to-great sinners : but there is a peculiar
reason to make particular application to thes
that are poor in spirit. These pefsonsareim
a particudar manner invited in the seripture:
Isa. lv. 1. ¢ Ho, every one that thirstethy,
come ye to the waters, and he that hatk no
money ; come ye, buy and eat, buy wine and
milk without money, and without prices*
They are thirsty. that are parched up for want
of somewhat to quench their thirst.. The
" like we have, Matt. x1.28. # Come uato mé
all ye that are weary and heavy: laden, and ye
shall find rest for your souls,’’ " They are
weary and:heavy laden that are oppressed with
the weight of God’s wrath. So, Revi xxii.
17. “ The Spirit and the Bride say, come..
And let him that is athirst, come. -And who-
soever will, let him take of the water-of life
freely.”” God is here. teaching mmisters to
have a particular regerd.to such. The:iovis.

-
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tations are not confined to these, but they are
- _to be particularly applied to these. Some
.others have special need ‘to have the terrors
.of the law preached to them; but the invita-
tions of the gospel are especially to be pro-
'paunded to-thosethat are poor in spirit.
The Teason of this, is, not from any excel
lency in this poverty of spirit, ‘There is
»nozthmg of spititial gooduess in this. Itis
iindesd a reasonable thing ; it is according to
the dictates of right reason, Rut.shere is noth-
Ang of picty or love to Gad, or godly sorrow
in it. It is a mere forced thing, and accord.
angly it is nat aceeptable unto God. The first
good act that is done by the soul, is believing -
- 1n Christ:: and accordmgly there is no pro-
mise made ia the sgripture to this legal pover-
"ty of spirit. No man is under any promise
bf salvation till he comes to Christ, It is pro.
bable that God may give grace to all those
that have this poverty of spirit; but there is
ng promise in the word that he will. Indeed
thare i3 aninconsistency in it, that there should
bq any prmnise' made to it. For ,when a man
is:poor in spirit, he owns that it is in God’s
liberty to de with him as. he pleases : and he
cantinues same time in this frame, and con-
tinues to acknowledge it. Bat if there were
any promise of salvation to.it, then after the
fizst act of submission, it would not be in
Gad’s liberty to do with him as he pleased ;
Lt he would be bound, to bestow grace upon
16 .
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him, and hc might challengc and lay claun to
faith. :

" But the reason:is, Bccause such men are
preparcd to receive the gospel.” -Thisipaverty
of spirit brings men near to Christ ; so-thatit
is very hopeful that they will accept of -hims

The people of the Jews needed the ministry

of John to prepare them to receive: the Mes-
siah. Mark i. 2. *“I send my messenger bes
fore thy face, to prepare thy way before-thee.”?
So: part‘icu}ar sotls need a work of preparation
10 make way for their accepting of Christ.
So Paul was prepared. Acts ix. 6. He; trem.
bling, and astonished, said ¢ Lord, what- wilt
thou have me todo ?”” So the Jmlov Acts xvi.
30. He said, * Sirs, what must I do-to- be
saved 2 And when men are thrown out. of
their own confidences, and made poor in §piri,
now they are in a fair way to receive Christ;

now they are sensible that pardon and eternal

Jife are the free gifts of God, and therefore
Christ, to prepare the angel of the church of
LdodN:ea ‘convinces him that he ‘was * Peor,
and wretched, and miserable, and blind, and
naked.” Rev. iii. 17. Yet those men do:.npt
accept of Christ, until they have another work
of God upon the heart. They. are not fully
‘p1 épared by this legal poverty of spirit. There
needs another work of God, further to prepare
wien ‘before they ‘will come to Chuist- If a
man wéte pedr in- spirit séven vears together,
that will not prévail with him to come to
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Christ ; but further to prepare him, his eyes
nust be opened to see the divine nuthont} of
the gospel. 1 Thess. ii. 13. * When ye rec.
ceived the word of God, which, ve heard of
us, ye received it net as the word of men, bat
as it is indeed the word, of God, which eﬁ'cc-
tually 'worketh in you that believe.”  Untii
they ‘see the glory of God and Christ, they

will not believe.. Ps. ix. 10. ¢ Thcy,that knmv
thy name, will put their trust in thee.” But
when they are poor in spirit, they are preparcd
to receive the gospel and give enterinmen
wto Christ, -

1. Now they see a want of. salvatzon " Men,

vthat ate seeking their felicity in the world,

and ‘have not a sense of the wrath of God, do
‘not 'mind Christ. - They take morc notice of
‘the market, and world*y opportumues, than of
.gospel invitations. Matt. xxii. 5. ¢ They
-made light of it, and went one to lus far m,
'and another to his merchandize.” But when
“they are poor in spirit, they are like thirsty
“men, that are even parched up. Rev. xxii. 17.

-* Let bim that is athirst come.” They treim-
tble as Paul did. Acts ix, 6. This is some
pteparatmn.

2. Now they see tlzat they can get saloation

«in no other way. . If men have hope to work

“out their salvatlou themsclves, they will not

“gome to Christ. If they can cure their own
'souls, they will not come to this. Physician.
It the Prodrg"al thmks that he can earn his

I
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_living, he will not return to his father. Luke
xv. 15. *“He went and joined himsélf to a
. citizen of the country. > “But he that is poor
_in spirit, has tried all conclusions, and évéry
thing fails him. He sees himself a dtad man.
Rom. vii. 9. * Sin revived, and I died.” So
he sees greater necessity. This is a farther
_degree of preparation. o
1 USE. Hence see, That those, that are
not poor in spirit, do especially need to have
the law preached to them. It 1s usefulto all
sorts of men to hear the preaching of the law.
Saints stand. in nced of it to keep them hum-
“ble, to put them upon it to renew their faith
in Christ, and to make them thankful : but
_csFecially such as are not poor in spirit.
“They need to be brought to-Mount Sinai, and
to hear the thunderings, and see the’light-
nings. Secure sinners do not love to héar
the terrors of the law. They had rather be
- entertained with some more comfortable doe- -
trine ; but they are in great necessity to hear
. the law. If there had been no law, there
“would have been no necessity of the gospél.
And men, that are not sensible of the terrors.
of the law, will not regard the invitations of
"'the gospel.  Such as are not poor in spirit,
need to hear the Jaw often, that they may be
prepared to receive the gospel; that their
hcarts may be broken and humbled. Gal.
iii. 24. * The law was our schoolmaster, to
bring us to Christ.” B
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_. 1. That they may be sensible of the terri.

“Uleness of damnation. Many men are not
aware what a terrible thing it is to be damned.

" They have a deeper sense of poverty and re-

- proach, than they have of damnation. They

"look upon hell as an uncomfortable place
they think if it must be their portion to go to
hell, they shall bear it as well as others; they
are not like to go thither alone : they seldom
think of it.” "They look upon it as a remote
thing; atagreat distance, and it does not terri-
fy them ; but the law diseovers that it is in-
tolcrable. Ps. xi. 6. ¢ Upon the wicked God
will rain spares, fire and brimstone, and an
horrible tempest.” Isa. xxx. 33. * Tophet

is prepared of old, he hath made it deep and
large ; the pile thereof is fire and much wood:
the breath of the Lord, as a stream of brim-
stone, doth kindle it. Matt, xxv. 41. “De-
part ye cursed, into everlasting fire, preparecl

for the devil and_ his angels. Matt. xiii. 42,

¢ He shall cast them into a furnace of fire,
there shall be weeping and gnashing of tecth.””
Hence many men are exceedingly terrified,
and see a necessity of deliverance. Isa. xxxiii.
14. * Sinners in Zion are afraid, trembling
has surprized the hypocrites : Who among
us can dwell with devouring fire? Who among

‘us can dwell with everlasting burnings ? If
.the sense of the terribleness of damnation sinks
.into their hearts, they will not regard the world,
they will not stick at their pams; they will

16 2
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not think much to part with their sins : -they -
had rather undergo a any sorrow’than be dam-
ned.

" 2. That they may be sensr&?e of ﬂze great
danget of damnation. Men are wont to soothe_
‘themselves that God will 'not ‘send them to
“hell: he is kind, and gracious, and they pray
to him, and thev arc in covenant, and enjoy
privileges : they live orderly, and are sorry
for their sins, and so they hope they are’innd -
great danger. - But the law ‘shews, that sin..
ners are under a sentence -0f tondemnation.
Rom. vi. 23, “ The wages ‘of sin is death:””
‘That God is very angry with ungodly men;
Ps. I 21, 22. * 1 will reprove thee, and set
thy sins n order before thee. Consider tlis,-
ve that forget God, lest I tear ‘you in pieces,
and there be none to deliver.” ‘The law shews,’
that the threatening must be executed. The
law mast take pl ice, that the faithfulness of
God is engaged for the fulfilling of the law..
Matt. v. 13. “ Not one jot nor tittle shall pass
from the law, but all shall be fulfiled.”?
Hence many men are afraid they shall not es.,
cape. They say as Micah, vi: 7.« Will the:
Lord be picased with thousands of rams, or
ten thousands of rivers of oil ? They are:
afraid there is no mercy for them. . They
have a “fearful expectation of fiery indigna-
tion.” They havea * dreadful sound in their
ears,” as Job xv.21. And their hearts are
meditating terror. They confess; they reform,
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zhey cry, they ‘plead, but yet it rings in’ thexr
--¢ars, “ Cursed is-every ore that continuesnot

in all things that are written i in the book of
" the'law to do them.”

3. That they may be sonsible of e dsmger
of sudden destruction. “I'here is an inclination
~¥1 ‘men to put far awa the evil day, and then
“they think they may ‘have a-long epportunity
“to -enjoy worldly comforts. Men: see that

1 God exereises patience’ towards others, and.
- they Ratter themselves that he-will be patient
towardsithem. But by the law, they see that
“Ged ‘will' destroy ‘many -sinmers -saddenly.
1Fhes.-v. 3. *“ When they say peace and
“safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
-them, as travdil upen a woman with child, and
they “shail-not- -esgape.’” ‘And the law. shews
‘them, - that- Gotl.is very angry ; that he sets
" their iniquities before him, “their secret sins
_ inthe light of his countenance :” and so they
are afriid ‘God - will not wait upen them. . .In
-the evening they -are afraid they shall die be-
fore morning. If they find-any bodily indis-
“position, they are afraid they shall die. If
~théré bé'a thunder storm, they are afraid they
~¢hall be killed : their hearts shake. at. the re-
‘port of sickress that prevails : they tremble
at the shaking of a leaf. It is with them as
‘Deut. xxviii. 66, 67 * Thy life shell | hang
insuspence, and thou shalt fear day and night,
"and 'shalt have none assurance of thy life. In
* -the merning thou shalt say, Would God it
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were evening : and at evening thou shalt say,
Would God it were morning ; for the féar of
thine heait wherewith thou shalt fear.”

_ 4. That they may be sensible of the justice
of ¢their damnation. Men have abundance of
‘objections against the justice of God. They
argue that sins do not hurt God ; he is happy
forcver, notwithstanding their ‘sins. They
object, that they could not prevent theirsins; "
they are accerding to the decree of God ;
that the sin of Adam, that they did not con-
sent to, was imputed to them, and so they
were conceived in-sin, and born in iniquity.
They object, that they have done service, and
that the pains of hell are intolerable. But the
law shews that their damnation is just. Rom.
itt. 19. “ Whatsoever things the law saith, it
~saith to them that are under the law : that
-every mouth may- be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God.” It is
very evident from the law, that men have de-
-served destruction ; that they are ‘worthy of
death, for they have broken an holy Jaw; and

“according to the sentence of it, which isarule
of justice, they have merited damnation. It
is evident, that they are the proper causes of
their own sins, and they have therein run
upon the point of the sword, and have thrown
themselves into a gulph of misery. Hos. xiii.
9. ¢ O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself. -

- 2USE. Of warning to sinners: Be not
aftaid to sec that you are poor. There is that
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N maket/z hzmself rich, ypt hah‘z notlmg Prov.
“xiil. 7. S0 it is with some in. this case.. Rev

- iti. ¥7. ¢ Thou sayest thou art rich, -and in-
.creased in goods, and hast need of no&hmg,
. put art poor, and wretched,” &ec. Men mise-
-ably deceive themsclves by such imagina-

A

tions. Gal. vi. 3. * He, that thinketh himself
something when -he is nothing, deceiveth

 himself.” It is awful for men to see them-

selves poor : itis frightful, butif you be poer,
it is best to see it. . The case of such men is

- doleful, but not dcspcmte Such haye -no

foundatmn ‘to trust.in themselves; but thay

“have ground of encouragement, for the gos-

pel is ESPCC!R“)Z to be preached to them that

~.arc poor in spirit. .In the invitations of the

gospel, he hath a singular regard to.them.

" Luke iv. 18. Your conditien is net the more
- dangerous, but the. more. hopeful, for seemg

3 ourselves poor.
Consider, 1. You are -w/:olly empty of good-

- -ness. Some of you have considerable shews

- of goodness. There is.an appearance of good

‘desires, gracious sorrow, love.to qedimances

- and sabbaths, and there is care to-avoid sin;

but there is .nothing of ;goodness in all this.
It cannot be said of you, as of Jeroboam’s
son, ‘ There is some good thing towards the -
Lord God of Israel.”  All that youde is in

~hypocrisy.  You.are agted in your .religion
- by a spirit of self-love :. fear of hell and hopes -
-.of heaven. are the great: principles that influ-
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ence you.' You are acted by a lust of sei-
love in all your religion. Ps. lxxviii.' 36.
* They flattered him, and lied to him with
their tongue. Their heart was not right witl
him.” You make a copsiderable proicssnon,
but God may say of you, as of them, Deut. v,
29. “ O that there were such an heart fin
them.” All that ye do is for yourselves.
Hos. x.'1.  If you be swept and garnished;
¥yet you are empty, There is some sxmnhtude
of faith and love, but no reality. There is nof
one spark of goodness in your heart ; thoug
corruption be restrained, yet it reigns; an
so long as .corruption reigns, there is a fotgal
want of goodness. Faith is the first go
thing that is wrought in the heart. You atg -

'afrand of judgment ; so are the devils. James

19. * The devils believe and tremble.

You are much in prayer, so would the dev}fs
be, if they had hopes of deliverance.

You have no power todo any good. YOu
havc power to do” all manner of external ¢l
ties, but you have no.power to keep the law.
Rom. viit. 7. * The natural mind is, ni

~subject to the law of God, neither indeed: '
be.” If you have the help of ordmanccq gf
afflictions, of dcliverances, of examplcs yet -
you cannot work up any gracious frame ji
your own heart. If there were a seed o}’
grace in your heart, by being chenshed, it
might grow and flourish, but there is none.
A man that is in a swoon, may be broug;bt
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to be sénsible, and to walk and work, but a
man that is dead cannot: thus it is with you.
ou are ‘“‘ dead in trespasses and sins.”” Eph.
il. I. A watch or a clock, by springs and
wcxghts may move briskly, but it has no prin-
ciple of life. It is quite beyond you to do
any spiritual good. You cannot receive the
gospel. There is encouragement enough set
before you, and it would be €xceedihg profit-
able to you to receive it, but you cannot,
You have not an heart to receive it.’ John
vi. 44, *“No man can come unto me, ex-
cept the Father that sent me draw himJ*"
.. 3. God is not bound to change your heart.
.a'od is absolutely free, he may help you, but
1f he will not, he is blessed forever. I
is true, he may help you without any wrong
to-himself, but that lays him under no neces:
sity. It is in his choice, whether he will glo-
rify his justice or mercy on you: he may
ass.over you and take another: Rom. ix. 16.
‘Tt is not of him that willeth, nor of him that
urmeth but of God that sheweth mercy.”
od is. under no constraint to change your
eart : his justice does not necessitate him.
Qu have deserved condemnation, and your
prayers and tears lay no bonds on the justice
of God. His faithfultiess does not necessitate
gxm. He hath promised to convert some, but
there is no absolute promise to any natural
man. . His mercy does not necessitate him.
. ‘The merciful nidture of man, doth many times
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force him to pity and help: others, but Godt'is:
- whelly voluntary in the exercises of his mer-.
cy. ‘God is not of such a tender heart,. that
he cannot. -bear to see men-in misery.. - God .
can-take pleasure in the exereises of justice. -
Isa. i 24. “ Ah, 1 will ease me of mineesie-
mies, and avenge me of my adversaries.”” His .
honor does not necessitate him to convert:
you. It would have been as much for his.
henor to have.converted Esau as Jacob, lu. .
das as Peter, Saul as David. . If he daes not
convert you, he will be glorified for ever.
You cannot bring God under any necessity
to convert you. If he doth: not, he doth you
no wrong : you arc in his hands. . He is the .
_potter, and you are the clay; he may make
you a vessel of * honor or dishonor.” * Rom. .
1x. 21. - o o
3 USE. OfExhortation ta them that are
poor to Teceive the gospeh. If it were not of- -
fered to yom, it would be obtrusion and pre- - «
sumption, a thrasting yourselves upon Christ,
it would be an impudent thing. But God of- :
fers mercy tc you ; yea in an especial man- -
ner; as the message concerning Christ’s
yésurrection was sent in a particular manner.
to Peter. So he charges his ministers to -
inake a particular application of the gospel -
1o you. Luke iv. 18. Isa. lv. 1. Rew.
xxii. 17. : :
Consider 1. It is not beyond his mercy. to
pardon you. Salvation is a great work. I

.
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-.your'sins had been fewer in number, and
- smaller in their nature and  aggravations,- it
-would require great mercy to pardon and save
“you. PButis great as your sins are, it is not

" beyond the grace of God.  You must bewarg
that you do riot ‘limit the holy One of Israel.
God is rich in mercy. Eph. i1. 4. His grace

- #s'like the ecean. 1t is sufficient to cover all

-your:sins. Eph. iii. 18. 7o comprehend the
breadth, and length, and height, and depth of
the love of Christ. There are three dimen-
-sions that belong to bodies: Here are four

-agcribed to merey. Thickness may#he mea-

--sured downwards, so it is depth; and upwards,

- 80 it i§ height. Mercy brings sinners from
.deep misery, to the pinnacle of happiness.
God’s mercy is greater than man’s. ‘God can
find mercy for such as men cannot find mercy

for. - Hos. xi: 9. “ I will not return to des-

~troy Ephraim, for I am God and not nian.”’
Isaq. lv. 9. ¢ For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are my ways- higher than

-your .ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” God’s mercies are greater than
‘your sins. Men think if they had not sinned
so much, or-so long, their sin would not have
been beyond God’s merey.  But God’s mer-
.¢y. can conquer all their provocations: Grace
may. prevail over all. Rom. v. 21. ¢ Guw
reignsthroughrighteousnessunto eternal life.”
‘Fheé mercy of God isgreater than we cun cou-
~ceiveof. The understanding of man is large

17 .
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-we can conceive how many minutes there are
ina thousand years; how many inchesthereare
to the centre of the earth, but we cannot com-
prehend the love of Christ. Eph. iii. 9.
“ The love of Christ passcth knowledge.”
- 'We cannot comprehend the bitterness of the
cup that he drank for our sakes. We cannot
‘comprehend the duration of his love. We

cannot ‘comprchend the grcat good that hc _

' 'haﬁ'n procured for us.
2. God has designed to save many lost sinners,
It is the purpose of. his heart, to' bring many
poor sinners to heavenly glory. If he had taken
-up a-resolution against it, men might well be
discouraged ; but he has not resolved against
- it, neither is he at a loss what to do; heis not
loth to do it : butitis his full determination:}
he is resolved in his way, and he purposestd
break over all objections, and cenquer all op-
positicns. - He is set in his way, and will-not
be put out of it. 2 Thes. ii. 13.- “ God hag
chosen you to salvation. Gal. i. 5. ¢ Having
predestinated us unto the adoption of chil:
dren by Jesus Christ.” And he has done &
great deal in‘order to. the salvation of such
sinners. . The price of it is paid. - Sin laidca
bar in the wav, but that bar is femeveil by thé
death-of Christ.  There is no nced of any con<
trivance how -to satisfv the law, that is done
already by Christ. God has sent Christ to
- save us. Gel. iii. 13. ¢ Christ hath redetmed
s from the curse, being made a curce for

< e M
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-us.” "‘And God makes-a proposal to you; and
gives you liberty to be saved, if you will ac-
‘cept of Jesus Christ. He does not tell you
“that his heart is hardened against you ; but
“‘he tells-you that you shall be welcome, if you
will come to Christ. Rev. xxii. 17.- ¢ Who-
.soever will, let him takethe water of life free-
-ly.?’> Yea, he doth beseech you to come for
- salyation. God is of infinite majesty, yet- he
intreats you to be saved. He condescends to
your infirmity, and stoops so low as to plead
~ with you; he becomes as it were a petitiener
.to you ; he begs of you to come, and urges
itas a courtesy to come, with tender-hearted.
- ness prays you to come. - 2 Cor. v. 20, “ We
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
-did beseech you by us; we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.”
-~ 8. This is a principal way, wherein God glo-
rifies himself. 'The end of all things is God’s
glory ; and he hath done many great things
far his glory. He made the wotld for his glo-
ry, that his power and wisdom might be man.
Hested. He preserved the holy angels from
sinning, for the glory of his goodness. He
gave the law for the glory of his holiness. He
drowncd the old world, saved Israel out of
-Egypt, destroyed Sodom, brought Judah
from Babylon for his glory. But this is a prin-
cipal way wherein he glorifies himself, in
working out the salvation of sinners by Christ.
There is a great manifestation of the Trinity
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of Persons in the God-head. There is a mani-
festation of the power, of the justice, and of
the manifold wisdom of God, and of his un-
searchable grgee. In this way he is greatly
exalted. Mic. v. 18. “ Who is a God like
_unto thee, pardoning iniquity, and passing by
. the transgression of the remnant of his heri-
- tage, because he delighted in mercy 2’ Rev.
v, 12, 13. “ Worthy is the Lamb that was
- slain, to receive power, and riches, and wis.

dom, and honor, and strength, and glory, and

blessing. And every creature whith is in

heaven, and in the earth, and under the earth,
. and such as are in the sea, and all that are in
. them, heard I, saying, Blessing, and honor,
and glory, and power be unto him that sitteth
~on the throne, and to the Lamb forever and
- ever.” '
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