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ActTs 2. 37. . .

Now roben they beard thes,they weve pricked

in their bearss, and [aidto Perer and

. theosher Apofiles , Men and Brethreng
| What [balliweedoerobe faved 2.

N this great worké'of pres

paration forChrift, obferve

.two things, Firfl, the dif>

penfation of the worke of

Grace on Gods part,*hé -

puls a innerfrom finne tg

himfelfe; and fecoudly, thé

frameand temper &f {pirit

that God workes in - thé

hearts of thofe that heg

doth -draw : and that makes its feife knowne id
Wb patticulars; partly in Contrition, partly in Hll:-
A mili-



2 _ TheSoules preparation
‘miliation. For our better proceeding inthe profe
cution of thefe two mayne points, I fhall handie |
them feverally, and at large. And firft, we will 6¥c
out what this Coutrition and Hugwiliation is, that
wee may notdeceve our felves, and thinke wee
have them, whea it is nothing fo.

{ Whas Consrition is. ]

This Contrition( as T conceive )is nothing clfee; '

but namely,when a finner by the fight of finneand
vildnefle ofit,and the panifhment duetothe fame,
is made fenfible of finne,and is made to hate it, and-

hath his heart feparatedfrom the fame; & the fighe !

of finne makesit felfe knowne inthree particulars.
Firft, when the foule is fenfible of finne ;
. Secondly, whenit hathahearty and found for-
row forthefame,andan earneft deteftation of it.
Thirdly, when he hath his hearefe from
his corroptions. " All thefe are not wrought fo
souch by any power that isin us,as by the Almighty
power of God working in as; for the finner would
Dot fee hisfinne, but the Lord forceth him, as the
holy Propher faith : Thou beldeftm eyes waking , X
s fore troubledthas I canmot [Peate, Bfal. 7 44 ?. fhe
Lotd holds finne to a earnall finfull wretch, fo that
his finne walketh, and fleepeth, and goeth with
him ; vay, the fouleof 2 poore finner would beat
back the'blow, and would not have the word 1o
reach him , hee’ labours t fhift off the arrowes of
the Almighty, which the Lord thooteth into the
foule : bat the Lord will not fnﬂ’edr him b‘: ;o :\:;t ;‘
Tty arrewes flicke faff in mee , and 1
= e i pmpi?e. hed Gid, X
Wwauld faine have beat backe thine arrowes , bat

they ficke faft in me: andlwonlc_lh.qc(hlk:;
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off the burden that lay vpon me , ‘but thine hand
prefied e fore, fo that at laft , when the finner
fees hee cannot thake offthe arrowes , then hee is
content to be feparate from his cotroptions, .

This isin generall in the text, wherein yos fhall\
plainly fee thefe chree particnlarsfully expreffed.

" Firft, the fight of finoe by the hearing of Peters
words, and it was not bv the bare hearing of his
wordsonly,bot when Peter came forrwhat round
Iy home to therr,and (aid, Thisis Chrif fefwrwheorn
ye have crucified,then follow es the former worke,
namely, the acknowledgement of their finnes;and
t"e firft caufe that made them fee their finne, was s
parsicular application of their fins,he came punctu-
ally and ;nuicnlar!y to them, and faid, Youn are
they that have crucified the Lotd Chrift, this tou=
ched them,and made them fee their finnes,

Secondly , the daily and ferions meditation and
apprehenfion of their finnes, and of thofe truthes,
which were delivered inthe word , hearing, that
#s, daily pondring and confidering of the evils,
that were committed by them, and fhewed to

them. .

Thirdly, rbey were pricked, they did not pricke
themfelvz.t. tz: the Lotd follo:vycd the troth thae
was delivered, and by his Almighty hand did make
that word profperons to_their foules : and though
they would not pierce themfelves, yetthe Lord
pierced them.

‘The fecond part of it isin thefe words.sheywere
pricked in their bearts, pot intheir hands or eyes,bac
i0 their bearss. :

The third part is in the feparation from finne in
thefe words, Men and bretiren, wimt shallwes doe?
. Whatfoever you would have us to doe,we will,doe
ir, and whatfoey ez finpe js forbidden, weare c:n-“

A2



4 The Soules preparation
“eentto berid of it ; nay, nothing wastoo heard,or
too much for them. *

Give meleave to take a do&rine by the way
fromthe words ; they, when rbey beard shis, who
were thefe { #hey ? ) fee this in the 36 verle, 2hem
#bas had erwcified the Lard of life.

‘What,will fome fay, is it poflible that ever they
fhould be fo pierced for their finnes ? it was faid
of Iudgs that betrayed Chrift, #t bad beenegood for thas

an thas be bad not beene borne,What thall we thinke
_of thofe that murther Chrit;then much more they
for killing of him, 15 it poffible the Lord fhould doe
good unto themzyes,even they came ta be pricked
in their hearts, .
. From thefe words this do&tine arifeth , Itis
pofTible for the moft Ruborne inners upon earth to
get a broken heart. They that faved the Trophets
wnd killed ther thet were fint unto thems,and flighted
allthe meanes of grace, they that refufed Chrift,
-and would not heare him ; they are now brought
_upon their knees,and are refolved now,if any courfe
,miglt be taken, to gee Chrit and mercy. 7it.1. 13,
3 3. one of their owne Prophzts faid, The Cretians
are alwayes lyors, evill beafts, and [low bellies : @ man
would thinke it vain thing to meddle with thetn,
they are fuch defperate wrerchcs:but;h; x lfml;;
ove them. sharply , that they may bé "1
]‘a%. fo thata Cteign which is a filthy beaft, bya .
found reproofe, may come to bea glorious Sent :
and whereas the Iewes had loaden the Lord with
their finnes ; therefore it was jult with GOD to
cafe himfelfe of his burden, and to-feod them and
their finnes downeto hell together. Thus & man
would think 3 but the Lord did not {o, as we may
in Efa, 43+ 23.25. | am bes that blotecthous allthy
1ranfrefiions, for myowse names fake, L will remember
) Jour
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Joucr #0 more, and as the 2pofile faith, Romer.
19. 3 0. The Geotiies were £ull of all uprighreouf-
peffe, worfe then thev.atmoft could be for all kinde
‘of degrees of finne, ad yetaany of them became
full of all hotingle | Such were farme, of you( faith the
Apoftle.) and in an qiher place we may feethat a
Srartet finner may become a.Sajme in parure : wee
knew ; rhis (carlet is fuch a deepe die, thatall the
Are under heaven cannot alterit : Yet the Lord can
_makee of a Searlet hinner, ¢ milke-white Sainr,Efa 1+
.rs. I daenet fay it will ever be, andit doth al-
wayes coms to- paffe, bae itis pofible.
. » The reafon, 1s raken fromshe Lords Almi h:r
‘goodnefie & power, the Lord is able to fupply alt
“wanrs, and amend that which i amifle, nay,he is
.able to do more thenthat Lhon,aandek_ in need of.
 When the Lord made Heaven & Earth he didnot
fpend all bis ftrength, that he was able to helpe no
more, Ng, 00 : heis Al-fufficient ftill, hee is not
only able to continue that good,which the creatore
Bk but eo make a glorious {upplyof wh: toever
jswanring, 25 Devid (zith, Me pardoveth allthy inke
sties aqd]ﬁ:g:'wtb al 1By finnes: Pfal. 103. 3. NOL
ame,but all,otherwife he were not All- fufficient,
anleffe he had a falve for every fore,and a medicine
for every malady;if ovr finnes were more thenGod
could pardone,or if our weakenefles were more a-
bie 10 overthrow us, then his firene th o uphold
s, he were noy All-fuicient ; Indeed there are
‘fowmetltings which theScriptare: faith : God can~
notdoe, batit is notbecaufe of the want of po-
wert in God, but becanfe there is a weakene{fe
in the creature ; As God cannot deny himfelfe =
but she mare & greater our fins & vvickednefles
are,she more will the ftrength & glory of his po-

wver appease in gardoningof hem,and whese fio
&3 abourdv,
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sbotmds , there grace abonnds much more 'in the
pardoning of the fame: Chrift is All-fufficient in
power to procure forallthy fins,and the Spi.
ritis all-fufficiently able to apﬁgly the fatisfa@tion of
Chrift to thy fonle,and therefore be thy condition
never fo fearefuls(thefinne againft the holy Ghoft
onely excepted } there i;crdw:r and mercy in the
Lord topardonthee, andit is poffible for thee to
finde mercy,

Vfé 1, Thefir ofeis for réproofe, and it checks
the defparate dikonra‘;ﬁ:cm that harbours in the
hearss of many ers, thatifthey fnde no
power in themfelves, no ficcour ih the meanes :
they doe queRion in this cafe, and prefently con-
chide an impoffibility to receive mercy, and they

- thioke there isno hope of pardon , a$ heretofore

they have had,no care in finning, becaufe they can-
xot fee how it may bee, they {oppofe it canniot be.,
“Thisbringeth a great irdigoity to the Lord kefus
Chriﬂ,lmf a greatedifcouragement to themfelves -
Why ? the Lord hath hardnefle, and difficultiesae
.command, When thefiege about lerufalem was
mervailous fore,and every man diddefpaire of any
<omfortor fuccour,the Prophes faid, before 10 morrow
2bis trme shall @ meafire of fne fiawer be fould for &
shekle, 2. Kings 7. 1. 2. and then aLordon whofe
Mand the King leaned , faide, If the Lord fhonld
marke widdowes in Heaven , how can this thing
be: and the Progbet aid unto him, Thw shals fee ir,
dus not eatt of v, fo it is with many thatbegg often,
and the Lord anfwereth net, fothat the fonle js
soarvailoufly ftarved,8 the floed of inizuity comes
#0 a maine upon the fople, and all his finnes come
to hisview, and the heart begins toreafon in this
manner, Ifthe depthes of Gods mercies thould be
openred, can all thele Gianes be pardoned c‘and‘hﬁ;'
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thisdamned foule of mine be faved ? Surely, this
cannot be. It is jaft with God wee thould fecke
mercy, given to othersas bad as wee, ahdyer we
not wft of it,becanfe we diftrul the Lord. "Caines
finne was fo much the greater, becanfe hee faid ic
could notbe forgiven :foit isa horrible finne to
ay, the Lord is not fo mercifall,s the devill is ma.
Jicions ; and that the world,and a finfull hearr, thall
be more able to damne me then God is to fave me:
if this were fo, God were no God, and Chrift no
redeemer, and the Spirit no comforter : this is to
. make finbe, our felves, and the devill above God &
the Lord Iefus Chrift.Oh therefore,check all thofe
difcouragemens of foule, which too much prevai-
km;h . econd], nd of
V2.8 y, it isa great encone
3 wpxovokexhebes;?:ofdlwidwdm
Heayen,to looke out of that condition whe-
tein they are, forfome mercy ; becaufe the moft
wicked of the world may bee wrought upon, and
the moft prophane heart may bee pictced ; Who
sherefore would not have his heart quickned op, 10
fecke out for recovery from thar eftate tvherein
heeis? All you peote creawures , if there bee any
here prefent, a3 ¥ doubt not but thereare; Oh yon
poore and ungodly fiofull creatures, my fonle pit-
ties you , yoo that have had yourhands imbrewed
in the blood of Chrift , and whofe finnes are wrize
ten with a penof Iron , and are feen inevery cor-
-ner of the » you that are thus'in the gall of
birterneffe, and yetin the kingdome of darkneffe,
though your cafe for the prefent be very defperate,
yet hereis alittle twigge in the middeft of the mai-
nefea,whereupon you may lay hold, And thismay
make you looke up, the Lord ‘may thew mercy un«
% you ; 25 proud, as flubborne,” and rebellions as
: I S you,
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you , have had mercy; It you have the hoares of
-men, looke for mercy jthough your eflate he fes-
refull for the prefent,yer.it may be good: God hah
:not fet the{eale of condempeation-upbn your Gnnes,
‘hee hath'not: yeti fens you to bell. Confider this
«whatfoever thou att,thou yet liveR, upon.he earh,
and enjeﬁeﬁ‘the meanes , and it is poflibl yet 1o
~ have all thy finnes pardoved, oh lay aboye thee,goe -
home, and fay, Good Lord, were they pierced in
-their. beartes,that piercedthe Lord Jefus;and were
-theit fonles wounded ? In conclufion then, w
-#oay not my porphane finfoll heart be humbled and
pierced ? Irmay be fo ; if the Lord fay, dmen, it
- will be thus 1 that difeafe is not paft remedy that
hath beene cured in others, therefore ler this flay
-thy heart:as bad asthon, have beene humbled,and
sbrought home, and therefore why not thoun 2
- Objefd. Butthe foule will By, Can all thefe a-
bomination's be removed?and is it poffible all thefe
-rebellions_of my heart thould be pardoned, all this
Joofenefle and fecurity fhould be caft behind the
-backe of the Lotd ? Surely it capnot be.
* Anfw. Itis poffible sonely labour thou that 1t
‘tnay be, & that thon mayeft not be poffed vp with
. 'rel[(umptiqn. confider thefe three Cautions in thy
feeking.

Firﬂg,conﬁdetin thy feeking, alictle mercy will
ot ferve the tarne ;. thoy that haft beene an old
wheather-beaten finoer, and haft wallowedin th.y
‘flthineffe, wheo thou goeftto God for grace, con-
-fiderit is not alitle grace, or a fmalkworke thar
-willdoe the deed; itis not a few fpoonfuils or
buekets- full,that will cleange a foule skinne ; fo if
‘thou haft had a filthy l’mﬁ ane heert, which hath
-beene a thorow-fare to all wickednefle, and thou
-Baft thus giventhy felfe liberty thetcuntogand hafk

. &oR~
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continged therein. there muft be'a Wellof mercy
to pogge fuch a miferablewsretch as thonare.

When Devid bad committed thofe two finnes
of adultery and had continued in them long, he was
forced to begge for much mercy, and to ﬁy,ﬂ‘g
me, wash mey cleange me, Pfal. 51. Q Lordth
faines are merviil ous deepe, therfore mee
with hyfope ; nay, he had never done with it , be-
canfe his fins were more tll:en ordinary ?rSo,- it wil
<oft a great deale of workeé before aloofe prophane
d:mkfr'z can be made cleane. pro LS

S econdly,thou maft expe& itwith much difficol-
ty & hardnefle inthy ‘felfe, thon that haft beene
-givetted in thy bafe lofts and ¢orruptions,  the Lord
will| make al(mck before thou fhait finde mercy 3
thou that haft ont-braved heaven with thy propha-
nefle, the Lord will make thee s mirrour of humi-
liation, as heretofore thou haft beene & fpeQacle of
fithinefle. A man that hath had a bouelong out of
joynr, and it is now fefired, it will makehim cry
many an o 4 before it be brooght into his right
zleea aioe ; So-it is with a2 man whafe heaee {s
Il of filthineffe, it will coft him much paines and
difficulty and heart. fmart, before the Lord will
bring the foule to 1 right fet sgaine. Mazq/fés hum-
bled himfelfe mightily before the Lord, becaufche
bad been amighty proud rebellious man, the Lord
made his humiliation as miraculous as his fins had
_beene, & fo David, when he had given his fins eafe
in beddiog with them, theLord brake al his bones,
and did awaken him with a witnefle.

3. Laftly, you mutt refolve to below the ut-
meft of {onr endeavour to gee this mercy at the
hands of the Lord : Itis not a dipping of afoule
cloath in water will cleanfe it,but it muft be fokad
and riaced in it : fo you mul not thinke tq h:;:
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tke foule Raines of finne wathed away with 2 few
teares -, No, 00 , you muft rub yonr hearts over &
over, and aweke your confciences againe and a-
gaine ;it is not alittle examination,not a little for=
Tow will fetve turne ; the Lord will pulldowns
thofe proud hearts of yours, and ( it may be, ) let
z:m goe a begging for mercy all your dayes, and
Ah :lg ,you may have it at your lat gafpe when all

ne. .
Deélrine, The firft do&rine I will obferve,is this:
There muft be a true fight of finne before the foule
-can be broken ; for the text faith, They did firft
bheare, and then apprehend the evill that was done
by them ; and thus they were brobght toa faving
remorfe for their finnes : EQek. 36. 3 1. the texy
faith, Then shall you remenber your owe evikl wayes ér
Jour doings thas were nosgoediand shall loat)) yows felves

for your abemsinations. ‘Eirft, they fhall remember .

their workes, and then loath themfelves : it isthe
coutfe that Epfraim takes in'lerews. 31.29, .Aﬁp
shat I wa infiruéled, 1fmoat upon my tigh; and afier
1 was  Irepented,l wasashumed and confosmnded,
becanfa 1 dsd beare the reproch; of my yowsh. And it is
Gods courfe hee takes with™ his, as in 1sb-36. 9.
“VVhé the Lord had ence gotten [iis pesple into fetters, ha
JShewedtl,em thesr wickedneffé, ¢ maﬁc: sheir eares open
to difcipline. And in another place the Prophet fhe-

- weth the ground and reafon why the peo;!e repen-
ted not, they underftoed not the ground and rea.
< fon of their fin, For nc man faith, VV/.at hase I done 2
Terem.8, 6. 8- As a horfe rufheth ipto the baraile
end feareth nothing, foa wicked man continues
in afiofall covrfe, never confidering what he hath
done;the drurkard doth not fay,How have I abufed
Gods creatures?% the difpifer of Gods ordinances
-loth notfay , How have I rejected the “&"ﬂ"

: ifte
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Chrift ? And therefore no wonder thoogh he bee
not affeted with thathe doth. i
Now for the better clearing ofthis do&rine, I
will handle thefe three things, Firt, Iwill thew
what this troe fight of ﬁnis:Secon_dlz.l will thew
the reafon why there moft be a true fight of finne
before the loule can be broken for it : Thirdly, £
will make ofe of the point. ,

[Whas the true fight of finnéis. ]

Firft, itis not every fight of linne will ferve the
turne, nor euety apprehenfiqn of a mans vilencffe;
bat itmuft have thefe two properties init:Firft she
muf fee finne clearely; Secondly, conviingly.

[ The property of is. ]
Firft, he thae will fee fin clearly, mufk fee it troly.
- and fully, and be able to fadome the compaffe of
kis corruptions, and to dive into the depth of the
wretchednede ofhis vile heart , otherwife it will
befall 2 mansfinne as it doth the wound of amaps
body : when a man lookes into the wound overdy,
and doth not fearch it to the bottome, it begins
io fefter and tanckle, and fo io the end he isflaine
by it ; o itis with moft finners, we carry all away
with this, Wee arefimers ; and fuch ordinary
confeffions ; bat wee -never fee the depth of the
wround of Giove ; and foare flaine by our finnes. It
is oot ofenenllﬂi ¢ 5 and confufed fight of finne
that will ferve the tarne : it is not enough tofay,:
1c is my infirmity, and I cannot amend itz and we
arcall z)nm. and fo forth. No, this isthe ground
why we miftake our evils, and reforme not our
wayes, becaufe we have afltght & an overly fight
finoe : 2 man muoft prove his wayes as the Gold~
- fmich dothhis golde inthefire, s man mult fearch
T IR partowly
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narrowly, 8¢ have much lightco fee whatthe vile.
vefle of his owne heart is, and to fee what his fins
are,that doe procure the wrath of God againft him,
as the Propher David faith : 1 confidered my wayes,
and twed'may feete into thyteflimomies,Pfal.x 1 9. 5
the phrafe in the originail is thus much ; I turned
my finnes uplide downe ; hee looked all over his
wayes. and as in (achary 11. 10.¥VhE the people shall
looke unto bim whem they have pierced,and eonfider e;e
nasure of their finnes, t)ien shall tieymourne : Note,
that this clearc fight of finne may appeare in two
particulars. - - v
Firfly 2 ‘man moft fee his finne nakedly in irs
owne proper ¢olours, we muft' not looke upon fin
through many mediums, through profits,pleafares,
and the contentments of this world ; for fo wee
miftake finne : but the foule of 2 true Chriffian thac
¥vould fec finne clearely,hee muft irip it cleane of
#ll content and quiet that. ever' the heart hath re.
ceived from any corruption, and the heart mauft
looke upon finne in the danger of it ; as the adulte.
rer muft not loo‘keogon ininregard of the veet-
gefle of it, nor thedrankard upon hisfimne in re..
ard of thé conteritment that comes thereby, nor
the covetous man inregard of tho profit that comes
by hisfinné : you thatare foch,the tihe.will come
when vou moft die, and then confider what good
thefe finfull courfes will doe you : how Will yon
indie of finne then, when it fhallleave a blot up-
an thy foule,anda gilt upon thy cohfciqnceiwfga:.
wile thou then thinkeof it ? We.maft deale with:
finne as with a ferpent ; 'We moft not play with o
ferpent es children - doe, becanfe it hath a fine
fpeckled skin, but fiie fromit,becavfe of the fting .-
fo wemuft deale with finne . A prophaine Gallane
will prophaine the Sabbaths,becaufe otherwife he
ﬂwnﬂ be counted a Puritane : Looke not at the
» fpeckled
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z‘e’dded skinneof finne : bt how‘;hou canft an-
erfor thy finne before God , efpecially feeing
the Lord faith, 7 will not eld that man guiltlefe thae
bla/plenses nsy mame, of what place or condiion fo
ever he be.” Looke nowon the nature of thy fins
pekedly.

S econdly,we muft looke on the natare of finna
in the venome of it,the deadly hurtfall natore thay
it hath forplagnes and miferies, it doth procure to
our foules ; and that you may doe, partly if you'
compare it with other things, and parely if you
looke at itin reﬁ;d of your felves : Firit, com-
* pere finne with chofe- things that are moft fearefull
a0d horrible ; As fuppofe, any foule here prefene
were to behold the damned in hell,:nd if the Lord
thould give thee alitele -hole into hell , that
thou didft fee the horror of thofe damned foules »
andthy heartbegins to thakein the confideratiom
thereof ; then propound this to thy owne heart ,
what paines the damned in hell doe endure for fine
ne, and thy heart will fhake and quake at it , the
leat finne that ever thou didft commit , though -
thou makeft 2 lighe matter of it is a greater evill
then the paines of the damned in hell, teuing afide
their finne ; all the corments in hellare notfo great
aevill, as the leaft finne is: men begin to thrinke
atthis,and loathe to goe downe to hell , and to be
in cadiefle rorments.

| What a borrible thing fin is.

Now I will makeit good by three reafons,'hat
finne is a gream evill than thofe torments and
plagues which the damned in hell doe éndute,

te Reason. '
The firlt reafon isthis: ghawhich deptiv: .

/.
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man of the greatef goodymuft needs be the greatet
evill; natare fayes fo muach ; that which deprives a
man of all that comfort and happineffe wherein
the foule findes moft content 4 that maft needes be
the greateftevillofall, but finne oncly deprives a
man of the greateft good : for the good of the
foule, is , to have a heart united usto God » apd 10
have fellowfhip with him, to have him), and falva-
. tion through him,to be one with the Lotd: thisis
the chiefeft good of the foule: All things here be-
low are made forthe good of the body, andthe
bod; is made for the good of the foule,and the foule
is made for God; andthefe things here belowace
onely fo far good to us,as they are meanesto
us enjoy a nearer communion with God: and con-
tearily, tiches,and honours,and profits , and plae -
fures, are as fo many curfes to us , if by them out
hearts be withdrawne from God : The reafon why
God iseftranged from us, itis notbecanfe weare
poore,or purfued, or imprifoned, or the like ; bat
itis finoe that breakes the union betweene God
andus , as the Prophet Efay faith 5 Tewr fisnes beve
Japarated betweene you and your God : Efay s9» 24
Now that which feparates fom God which is the
chiefeft good, it is our finnes, it is not punithmenr,
thattakes away the mercy of Godfromuss buta
proud rebellious heart ,and the contempt of Gods
ordinances ; Therefore finne is farre worfe than all
the plaguesthatthe damned doe or can fuffer.

2. Reaf, Secondly, becaufethere is norhing fo
contrary and oppofite againt the Lord as fin &
corruption ; and this s the reafon why God is the
infliQeror all theYpunithments of the damnedin
hell: itis through the Iuftice of God that they are
damned, becaule God isof fuch a pore nature that
&ane cannot be in him,nor praifed by him.

. 3. Roofomy
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= 3. Reaf’ Thirdly , becanfeit is finne that dot
procure ail plgoes and punithments to the dam.
‘ned,and cherefore being the caufe why they fuffer,
#r moft needesbe greater then all punithments : for
all panithments are made miferable by reafon of
finne , therefore finne is a greater evillthan all the
miferiesofthe damned, Ifa man were in prifon
#nd had the peace of a good Confcience;,his prifon
would be a Pallace onto him 4 and though aman
were in thame and difgrace , and yet have the fa-
vour of God, there were 1o mifety in him ; fo it is
‘with finne, if no man fuffer but for finne , thenfin
48 a greater evill than all other punithments, a6
being the fountaine from whence they flow.

Now let us looke apon finne thtongh thefe

things, and when our corrapt heart provokesos,
and the world sllures os , and thedevill tempts us
to take any contentment in a finfull way , fuppofe
we faw hellfire buening before us , and the pit of
hell geping to (wallow us , and finne inricing of
us , and let us fay thus to our fonles , It fsbetter
fora man to be caft into the torments of hell
smongft the damned, than to beover come with
sny fione , and fo torebell againft the Lord. Now
therefore if thofe plagues and punithments make
the foule thake in theconfideraticn of them ; Oh
then bleffe thy felfe fo much the more from finne
which is the caufe’ of all plagues whatfoever :
W erea man in helland wanted his finnes,the Lord
would love him in hell , and deliver him from all
thofe plagues : But if any man were free from all
ponithments ,and in hononr , and wealth , if hee
were a finfull and wretched creature , the Lord
would hate him in the height ofall his profperi-
ty , andthrow him downe to hell for ever.

Secondly, wee tnuf fee gnne fimply as it isfia fi:

. 2 >
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felfe,in regatd of the proper worke of it ; it is no~
thing clfe but a profe oppoﬁniof God himfelfe 5
a ﬁnfull creature joynes fide with,_the devill & the
world, & comes in battaile array 2gainit the Lord;
and flies in the face of theGod of hofts,when they
lhcy are called baters of God , Plalm.§ 3. that is,
fee'grace in another man ,in fuch amar, & in fuch
2 woman & hate them for it; liuledoc they thinke
that they bate the God of Heaven and his holy na-
ture ; and ifit were poffible , they would have no
God in heaven, to take notice cf theirfinnes , and
call them to account for them, as the wife man Ga-
wmalicl {aid to the Pharifes and Elders , Refraine yomr
felves from thefe men , and lot them alone, for if this
t)':lm[cll or worke be of men, it will come to noshing bus
3f18 beof God , you cannercsfiroy it s left yom be found
j:gbtermgg'mﬁ Ged ; you makg nothing’c?oppofmg
the Golpell, 2ad preaching thereof; I tell you,thae
there i5 never a creature thatlives in any fuchfinfull
coutle, butheeis afighter égain God, and hee
refifts the Lord asreally as oneman doth another : -
And as Stepben aith, Ton fiffe necked & wncireum-
oifed tahears , you bave refifed againf the holy Ghefl>
You muft not thinke that you refift men onely , no
(poore creatures)you refift the Spirit,and fo ayme
at the Almightyino g of the meanesofgra-
ce 5 What a fearefull condition is this, I pray you,
in cold blood confider this ; andfay thus, Good
Lord ! What afinfall wretch amX ? that a poore
damned wretch of the earth fhould ftand in defian<
ceagainf the Godof bolls, and that | fhould fub-
:}ni‘x} my felfe to the devill, aud oppofe the Lord of
iofts 7
And as yon refift the Lord, fo you doe alfo paffe
the fentence of condemnarion upon your felves,
and fealeup that dooms which ome ™ day fhall be
: eXecR-
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executed upon thevvicked in hell at that grear
day of eccompt ; that looke what God fhall doe
then , the fame thou doeft now by fioning ; this is
the doome, or ( as I may fay ) the necke-vetfe of
the wicked and the laft blow; s now thon doeft
depart from God by finping, {o then thou thsit de.
part from God for ever. A wicked man forfakes
God, and plucks his heart from nnder the wifedom
©f God, that thould informe bim ofthe way of i
and thefoule faith , God fhall not bleffeme,
fhall not be Godunto me ; bat T will live as] lift,
and I will ren downe poft- hafte to hell.Aod when
your heasts begin to rife agsinft God and his or -
dinance , and your foules begin to goe againft the
%ordd tell yoo what I would thicke with my felfes
foppofe I heard the voyce of the drehengell cryings
oArife yoo dead and covwe tejudgemens ; and the lafk
wumpe: founding , and the Lord 1efus commin
#n the heavens wiih his glorious Angells, and di
fee the Gowes fanding o she ltﬁ » and the
Saints o the right hand, and with' that 1 did heare
the terrible foandy Depert, 3¢ curfad > wonld you be
conren to hesre that fentesice paffe yous
foales ? Oh what lamencation and woe your poore
foules would make in thofe dayes ! andtherefore
confider it well, and fay thatIdoe thatin finning
which the Lotd will decin the day of Iddgement=
fhall T departfrom the Lord , and withdraw my
felfe frommercie , andfay , Chrift fhell not rule
over mee and fave meei Shall I doethatagainft my
felfe which the Lord fhalldoe inthae 2God .
forbid. Thereare two things hardly known; what
God is,& what our finsare, or elfe we hardly apply
the knowledge of them to oor felves.

©bjeld. But fome willobje& and fay, if finnebe
fo vile in i felfe, then why doe ot men feeit 7

B Wk
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[Py men feenot the vilene[fe of finne,]

Asfw. TohisI anfwer,the reafon why men fee
not their finnes , thongh it be fo vile, it is mainely
npon thefe two grounds. .

Firft, becaufe wee judge not of fione accordi
%0 the Word and verdict of it , butcither in reg;
of the profit that is therein,or the pleafure that wee
eype& there from. The V furer lookes on his profie
that comes by firne, and the adalterer oo his plea-
fure ; and Iudes aw 1he money , but he didnot fee
the malice of his owne heart, vor the vvant of love
to his Mafler,and this made him takeup that conrfe
which he did,but when hea threw away his thirsée
genne » the Lordmade him feethe vilenefle of hig

one; it cameclearely to his fight, andtherefore
heecryed ont : Iheve fimedy in busraying mnscens
blsed. As bribes blind the eyes of the wife and per-
vert judgement,fo finne bribes theeyes of th= ﬁ.
Je, and therefore the Tradesman fecth much profis
come by cozening and falfe meafares, and fo pives
vvz to himfelfe c%arm ,but hee fees not the finne;
Yo the opprefourfeeth the ages, and
that comesin, bat he cannot fee his fione,till he be
heid on his death-bed, and then the Lord theweth
him all the wrong that he hath doge.

Secondly, another reafon vvhy vvee fee not the
vilenefle of fin,is, becanfe voee judge the narureof <
finue according to Geds patience tovvards us: as
thus,aman commitsa finne, and is not plagued foe
it, and therefore bee thinks God vvill not rxecote
jodgements npon him at all, el shings contivue alike,
€ faith the vwicked mao)as it hee bad feid.yon talke
of the vvrath of God that fhall be revealed from
heavenapainit all ungodline@es But vvhere is the
Frowilcof his commisg? Doe you mot lcefu;;

u
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foch aman is an oppreflour,and aproplisne perfony
grovves richand thrives in the vvorld ; and
z:cnkcodfpuua"iclwd man $ill for the pre.
fem, thetefore hethiokes all are but vvords, he
fhall be free from the ponithment to come (asthe.
Prophes fnﬁh in the name of the%o;d)!‘heﬁ shings
thew dene, end E kept filence. T/al.50. 3, vohen
It’\:fm vvatapon thy Alebench , & there thondid@
eagainft holinefle andpurity : and becoufe £
id beare yet 5 and faidnothing , therefore thoa
fpeakeft vvickedly, that I ves even fuch a one
abyf:{cl; The vvicked man takes Godspetienceto
bee a kinde of allovvance to him in his finne, ( as
the Wife man faith ) becanfe fenrence againf an evild
Worke is not [peedily executed . thevefere the hawts
she fennes of men are wi.oly [es inthem te dse mifcliefe,
go;l: :q:y a;_d b;s ;,l:: P:ophctgi;h.-[hey call the
that worke wickedne[fe ate [et up,
oud theythat }mpt God are delsvered, Mal. 3.1 g.'Ks
wvho fhould fay,yon fay that the vvrath of God is
incenfed sgainft fvvearers,and drunkards, and the
like ; bateve fecthem profper , and becante they
doe profperthus , their hestts are fet to veorke
vvicr:lneﬂ'e : bat hovvfoever it istrue the Locd
doth fometime beare vvith vvicked men; thelon«
God ftayes,the greater account they fhall make, .
g'the heavier judgements they thall receive from
God. See yvhat Zebfaith , Then fealef} ap mytranf-
Zrefsions in & bagge,and thow f[aweft up mine inigusties s
10b 14.17. Wicked men doe treafure up vengean~
ceagainft theday of the Lord,the prophane perfon
treafures up vvrath , and in the eighreenth verfe he
Gi h: The mountsines falling come to pothing: 28
if hee kad faid , Good Lord , vvho can beare all
thefe fiones » that I havecommizted ? Are they all
fepled 0p , and fhall Al the judgements due unto
B s them
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them fall upon me heavier thenthe mountaines »
Good Lord , vvhatsocke or mountaine can beare
- thevveight of my finsthus fealed vp andfetled,

and laid clofe 0. my heart.And fo God feales vpan
hundred thoofand caths in one bagge ; & an ocean
of pride & mifchiefes done to Gods e and:
Church , arebarrelledap in another, e Lord
thallone day lay all thefe upon thy neck : Who is
able tobeareall thefe finnes ?

Novv it falls oot vvithafinner ssitis woith a
ban debror , ooe man throvves him into pri<
fon,and vvhen he is chere,every one comes againf®
him,and fo he fhall never come out, but dieand
rott in the prifon : fo, though the Lord vvill noe
execute ji ment.on thee. ily,yet in the end
the Lord vvill be paidfor all thy finbes; and
thou are in hell, then mercy , and juftice, and pa=
tience vviltcry all to heaven for jutice and ven
geance ; then haply adrunkard is caft into prifon
for his drankeonefle, and for his blafphemy , and
then all his filthineffe-comesin as fo many bills
of inditement againft Rim: Oh theefore labourto -
fee finnealive :. vve play vvith finne as if itwwere
dead : vvhen children fee the piture of 2 dexd
Lyon upon e vvall, they labour to pulthim in piew
ces ; but if there vvere alive Lyon inthe place, ie
wvould make the ftrongeft to runne. So thou pain-
teft thy finne, ll‘\dfay$ ,itisthy infirmity, end
God forgive your fyveating,and the hke; and thus

dafly veith your fins : but brethren , labour to.
ee finne alive, and to fee finne roaxing upon you ;
fecthe pavwe of finne, and the condemnation thee
#hall be throvvne upon the foule by it, and this
wyill ayyake the foale in the apprekenkion of ir.

[(Bem
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[ How 1o fec our fins convidlingly. ]

Secondly, vve muft fee innéconviingly , that
it may befo to usasitis init fife ; thatlooke
wvhat finne isin it felfe, vvee may fo conceive of
it in our foules being guily ofit; and this difco-
versitfelfein thefe tvvo particuolars.

Firft, vvhen vve have aparticular apprehenfion
iv our ovvne perfon,thatlooke vvhat veee confefle
to be in finne in generall, vve confife the fame in
oar ovwnefoules; andthat our finnes are as badas
the finnesof any : this is the curfed diftemper of
our hearts, hovvioever vwehald it to betroth in
general, yet yvhen vvé come to ourovene finnes,

the cafe is altered, and vve never come to the right
fecing of them , asthey concerne our ovvne partie
cular. Asthe adufterer can _eafily confeffe the dana
ger and filthinefle of that finne in others , but hee
thinks not his Ginne to be fo vile; as tho Wife mea:
Lith, Hes that extors into the houfeof an barlot, dash
e ever returne againe , doth he ever.take fhold of sha.
2@h of life? Pro.2.19. The Lordis pleafedio fes:

" fach aheavie ftampe on thisfiofull diftemperature.

Thefe are truthes,and 2 man in his cold bloud vvill

" esfily confefle it in the generall , thathee never re-

swraes againe. Take thevvordsas they arein the
Jetter of them , and hovvioever they have fome
other interpretations, yet in the letter it isthus
read, he i sver hardlyrecovered, Hovvioever it may
be, yet wvith mnch difficolty. David had let his
fouleloofe io that,and hee did hardly recover him-
felfe again,{carce one of a thoufand yet ever tooke
holdof the vvay of life. And the drunkard will

 confefle the danger of his finne in generall , vwhen

hee fees his drunken mates lie grovelling in the
dugt,he vvill be athamed of of it, and f2y,Novv no
Bs . 7 adalte

1{- 3



22 The Soules preparasion

adulterer or drunkard fhall ever come into the
Kingdome of heaven; but heereis thevvound of
¥, vvhen hee comes to his ovvrie particular dron -
kenneffe and uncleannefle, that he muft looke into
them , then the fight of 2 mans knowledge hath
pot (o much power as to judge himfefe rightly ,
orto make a particalar application to himfelfe ;
but hee thinkes his adultery and drankennefle not
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6lchily and blafphemoufly,my hand hath vvroaghg
wvickednefle, my eye vvas vvanton, and my heart
vvzs uncleane and filthy, Lord here they are ; it is
my affe&ions that are diforderly , and itis J that
doe delight coo much in the yvorld : Thus bring
thy heart before the Lord ; you thall obferve the
fawe in David , {o long as Nathen [pake of finne in
generall he conceived of it truly . and confefled the
vilenefle of it; and the heart of this good King did
tage againt the man, faying , Itis the Somue of
death : bur as foone as the Prophet had faid < Thes
at_the man , thongh hee nevet fave his fin kindly
before, yet novy his heart yeelded & hee began to
feehimielfe, & his fin in the naturall color of it.

go the Aﬂgoﬂ.le o/ faith, He that batet) hl:e bbmbtr
a man > 64 RNOYY B WSgn or aere
bfe d{zlg in &"k." ﬁq .
, 'ﬂ’:eu playthou the part of Nathan , #nd fay ,
1am theman : it is thisvvretched heart of mine
thag hath hated the Saintsof God ; and therefore
3f I be amurtherer , wyillnot my finne keepe me
from the Kingdome of .heaven as vvell as another
mans? Yes,that it vvill, if pride and ftubbornnedle
be fuch vile finnes in others, thentheyare fo in
mee : and asthere moft be afight of onr pérfonall
particular finoes ; fo ,
Secondly , the foule muft be fet doven vvith the
andience of truth , and the confcience of afinner
thould be fo convidted, astoyeeldand give avvs
to that vvhich is knovvne,as not feeking any fhif
or vvay to opofe that trach vvhich is revealed; his
particular apprehenfion of finne,is like the indite~
ment of a finner before God , & his conviGion is
that vvhich brings the foule to fucha paffe , that
the heart woill not, nay, itdares.not, nay (which
is more) it cannot cfcape from the truth ;evede::
. ]
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Asvvhen 2 man is onely arrefted, and no more, he
may efcape,therefore it is not emnfh particularly
to arreft the foule, and bring it under command
thac it cannot thift from the truth revealed; When
the Lordcomes to make rackes in the hearts of
fuch as hee meanes todoe goodunto ; the texp
faith, hiee vvill reprove the world of finne, thatis,hee
wvill comvince the vvorld of wickedhefe,hee vvilMet
the foule in fuch a ftand, tharit ihail have nothing
to {ay for itfeife, hecannot thift it off ; forthere is
incVery mans heart nawraly fuch corrape carnall
pleading, that it labotirs to defeat and put by the
wvorke of the vvord , that it may not come home
to the heart. Asa man in battaile array labonts to
put by theblov that it may not hit his body; fo it
15 wvith a corrupt heart vwhen the Word comeshos
me to the foule , as it doth fome times into the
heartof a drunkard, or anadnlterer,or amurtherer,
and thevvord of God feemes to ftab theheart,
they put by the vvord of God by carnall thifts,ind
fo breake the povecr of it, that ‘it cannor have its
full blovv upon the foule , and fo the yvord takes
no place to any purpofe in them,

Novy thiskinde of knovvledge takes avvay all
thifts,that the foule hath nothing to fay for it iclfe,
and pluckes avvay all defence, thatthe edge of the
vvord cannot be blunted ,. but that it vvill fall flae
on the heart, this is that I vvould put to your con.
fideration punctually ;. When there is that vvife
dome & knovvledge revealed to the foule fopo-
wvetfull, that it prevailes vvith the heart,and it gi-
ves vvay thereto, fo thacallthe replies and pleas of
the foule be taken avvay, and the foule falls under
the (troke of the vyord , not quarrelling,but veele
ding it feife , that the vvord may vvorke upon it ,
* and vvithall thereis a seftlefc amazement pot mhc:

e .t
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the heart of the creature, and akinde of dazeling
the cye, {o that the fonle s not content novv before
itfee the vvorft ofhis finne that is revealed, and
theo it liesunder the povver of that truth vvhich
is made knovvn : thefe tvvo makeit pliine : The
Minifter faith, GOD hates fuch and lnch-afinner ;.
and the Lord hates me too,faith the foule,for I am,
guilty of that finne. Many times yvhen afinber co-
mes jnto the cougregation , andattendsunto the
ordinary meanes of (ﬁvation , if novv the Lord be
Flﬂafcd to vvorke mightily,at laft the minde is ene
ightned , and the Minifter mcetes vvith his coc-
tuprions, asthough he vvere in hisbofome, and
he anfwereth all his cavills,and ukesawaglll hig
::je&ions: ‘With that the foule beginsto be amaq
to thinke that God fhould meete with him in

this manner , and faish , Ifthis be fo » asitis foc
ought I know , and ifall be truethavtheMinifter,
faith, then the Lord be mercifull unto my foule, I
am the moft miferable finner that ever was borue. -
" Give mee leave to opena paflage ot two this.
way; Snﬁpofe there be an ignoran; creature , that
kuovveth nothing,and he thinkes God yvill pardon
him becaufehe is fo , and he need not tonfider of
this or that vvhich the Minifler calls upon him fors .
fee vohat God faith to fuch, 7# is apeople of no xndera
ending, therefore be that made themwil not havemero
j on them.& heths formed them will fhaw shem. ne
avewr : Efay 27.11, You thinke to carryall avvay
wvith ignorance,but the God of heaven, vyill havw
you.no piuie,th he that wade yay , wvill not fave..
you : Whena poore foule begius to’ confider of,
this, hee that made us, wvill faveus; Will he nos 2.
No, hee vvill not : Not one of you, not your wvife,.
nor childrenynior thy fervant: this drives thefoule
into amazement,vvhen the é.oxds yvorks this tm;ll:
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in him,and hee frequents che ordinances more di.-
- ligently,and fayes,If itbe fo, my cafeis fearefoull;
In conclufion hee findes every Minifter faith fo .
and all veridings confirme it , and he feeth jtjs fo
indecd; and it is the wvill and wvay of God : Then
« thefoule iscat , and fith, I fee this js jult my
eftace and condition,, and therefore vyoe to mee
thatever I vvasborne. ) .

. Thisisright convi&ion, and thongh his carnall
ficighbours come to him,and begin to cheere him
up,and fay, The Lord is more mercifall than men
arc, Miniffers muft fay fomething,&c. If the heart
be truely conviGed, it returnes this anfvvere, and
faith : Uhave thought as you doe , bur novy I'fee
vhere is no fuich matter, thefe are but figge-treclea«
ves, and vvilnot cover my nakednefle s It is true ,
Chrift came to fave finners,and he came to hamble
finners too,hee came to bind up theheart,.and he
€ame to breake the heart roo. This s a grear part
of the fpirit of bondage (poken of Roms,3.15. VVes
bave net recervedihe firie of bedage o fesreagaine,
When God hath revealed 8’ mans bondage to him s
So that he fees himfelfe bound hand mrf foote: for
 matke it) fo long as 2 manskeepes in thefe car-
Dal thifts,hie is not in bondege, But vehen he js once
in bondage and fetterd; he faith, If ever any had a .

ud heart, Lam hee; If ever any vvere prophane,

am hee; And ifever GOD hared fuch vvretches,
hechateth me. Novv there is no efcape, there is
Do plea atall,hee vill not goe avvay and fay, there
is no fuch marter , Miniftersmay fay vvhat they
voill. No, no, the foulethat is truly convi@ed of
ne yeelds it felfe, and faith, I have finned ; Oh,
shat [l I doe snto thee shex preferver of men ¢ faith
Tob,Chap. 7.20. 8s if he had faid, Lord, I have no
©lea atall tomake, no poargament to alledge, for
. - T -’

il
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my felfe , I onely yeeld op the bucklers , T eannot
fay fo bad ofmy felfe asT am, 1 have fioned , and
done foolithlyin thy fight. Thusit is vvith a heare
traely convited , and throughly informed of the
vilenefleof finne ; hee doth "not vvithdrayy him-
felfe and play leaft in fight,but hee faith,this is my
condition joft 5 the Lord met vvith my heart this
day; Godrefilis the proud and prophane in heart,
and bee refifts mee too ; 1 have heard much, and
vvould not bee informed , thereforeit is juft vvith
God to harden my heart for ever ; the Lord hath
come often vyith many loving perfvvafions to alln-
re mee , and dravv metohim: 1fthe devill had
hadthe meanes that Thave had, he vvonld have
beene moved and more bettered by them than ©

bave bin , and have done more than I have done’s
-1 have hatedand defpifed all,and to this day I have
bin broaght upon my knees ; fhall‘not Chrit rule
over me,and yet fave me? No it canvot be, except
I can bring my neck under the yoke of the Loed
Fefus Chrift , it is impoffible 1 thould be faved b
him , T excufenotmy felfeLord ; nay, I confe

} kovvbmore tha"r:l clll th:dmen alinh"he vnv‘;nld can
pcake me, a eeld toall this and mores
yvhat ﬁlle I1fay2 0 tlau preferver of men !

Reafon, The reafon vwhy God deals thus vvith
poore finoers , istaken from the office vvhich the
Lotd bath placed betvveene the heart inman he
ground lies: thus, ’

[ Why God convincesh men of their fins. ]

Firft, you conceiveand anderflanda thing: See
condly, you vvill, and choofe ir.

The firftis the in-let of the heart,fothatnothing
can affe& the heart , bat {o farre as reafon concei-
veth it, and uthers ithotae to the fonle.the!enpc‘;n

3 . the
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the heart, as the King hath his Conncellors vehich
call all matters before them & confult about bufi-
nefle, and then they bring them before the King ,
to have afinall fentence from him, to know whae
hewillhave, and whathe willnot have: Sothe
underftanding is like the Councellors, and the will
is the Queene , theanderftandiog faith , this or
that is good, theo the will faithylct me have it: the
uaderftanding (aith, thefeand thefe daeties are re.
rired..md the'vvill embraceth theny; the under-
anding conceives what fione is , and the vvill
faith, Thefe and thefe evills have I done , and they
wvill coft mee my life if [ repent not: As ft vvas
wvi.h Iob , vwwhen his Oxon aud Cantell vveretaken ,
jtnever troubled him , becavfe he never knewv it ,
but yehenhee heard of it by the meflengers, hee
faid, Naked came I out of my meshers wombe. .
.. There mufl be & meifenger before heecan be
icved for the evill : Se it is vvith the fonlecf o
full creature 5 thedevill hath made a frcy anda
fpoile of himghou cameft into the vvorldin adem,
vvife,holy,and gracious , but hee hath made thee
ungodly and ignorant . and thou confideredft not
thistill God by bis Minifters opens thy eyes, and
makesthee fee plainely , thatthe Image of ficne
and Satan: is upon thee,and that God is novv becom
thy enemy, & that novv thou goeft oninthe vvay
to deftra&ion, & art become the heire apparent of
hell : And vvhen thefeevill-tydings come to the
underftanding, that leaves them upon the heart and
vvillofa man, and folets it vvorke effectually
itas God doth blefle the fame, as Paulfaith, T know
slsas through ignevance they did it , if 1hey had knowne
!l;cel Lord of life , they wouldnever have crucified him,
Ads 3.17,
This.is the canfe vvhy vve commitfin , becaofe
. N ‘wvee
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_ wvee fee it not,and therefore vvee forroww not for
it 5 As it is vvith fome hot clymates inthe vvorld o
t h there benever fomuch heate in the Sun
etif therebee no entrance for the heatinto the
fe.it vvill not feorch not heat nu{.fo‘the onder.
Randing islikethe dore or emtance into the Loofe,
and fin {s of a fiery and fcorching natore , if there
e no paffage,if the mind koove not,the Will wvill
not be affected vvith fin,itvvil neverfcorch his ¢+
fcience, thouih.a roan carry fio enovgh in his bo-
fome to finke his foulefor ever , yet vvee fuffer it
not to vverke upon us , and vve attend not to it ,
becanfe thebrafen vvall keepes it off ¢ asthe Pro=
wetbeis , That the eye never fees, theheart nevert
rucs. Becaufe vve fee not our evills , and difcerne
pot our finnes {o clearely as vvee thonld, therefore
itis impofsible vve fhould bec touched for them as
vvee oughttobe,

Vfe.1, Thefrftufeis forinflrnion from the
former troth delivered , vvee maylearne that an
ignorant heart isa naughty heare , and s miferable-
wererched heart, vvhether itbe oot of ignbrance
th:er man cannot ,. or out of vvilfuluefie that they
wviil notspprehend their conditions,botlrare mer=~
vailous finfall and miferable,1 defireto deale plaine-
xzin this point, beianfe I knovv thete are many

t doe flatter themfelves in their conditions , and:
thinke all is yvellvvith them, I wvill fay nothing'
of the catfe , bot I appeale to the hearts of all that
hearemeethis day, and your felves fhall be Indges:
in thefe perciculars : Jmagine you did fee 2 poore-
finner comebefore yoa, & lay open his condition,
and bevvaileit vvith bitterneffe,faying,That fer his-
ovvne part hee never did find his heart touck.ed for
his Gooes,nor {orrovy for tis corruptions did ever!
sutesinto his foule 4 but heo hath lived fenﬁleg; ’

: L3 .
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and cardlefle , and for this vvounding of fpirit hee-
pounted it a vvonder, for this humblenefle of heare
Jtvvasever ariddie unto him : let any one paffe
{entencenpon this man novy,and tcll mee ferioufly,
vvhacdoe you thinke of fuch a perfon? I heare (me
thinkes ) every man reafon thus, (and evcry mans.
heart fhakes at it ). and faith, Good Lord, vvhata
fenfelefle poore ignorant ctearureis- this ¢ If ng
humbling for finse , no pardoning for fin, and no-
fharein Chrit , no falvation. What,is thisa good
Beart thatisnotin the vvay to receive any Food L 3
¥ aman be never broken for.finne,God vvill nevet
bind him up, and if never humbled, and burehened
for his fiune; God vvill never cafe him of it.
Therefore. vwoe ta that foule that _is thus mifes
rable and accurfed, E befeech you pafTe this fenten-
ceagainft yourfelaes: Oh brethren , the heartsof
men are paft this brokenneffe of (pirit,nay,they are
‘enemies toitstliey dever had their judgementsclea-
red and convi@ted of their fiones ,and therefore
thejr hearts vvere never broken ,,a8d this broken=
neffe isfo farre from their hicare as it gever came
Fntothe head ; vveethinkenot of thefosle nature
of finne : Doeft thou- thinke this to bee 2 good*
heart that vvas never humbled and prepared for
Cliriftaalas,jt is fo farte from being truly yvronghe
upon., that it vvas never in any vvay to partake of' |
mercy from God', therefore thy condition is mer—
vailousmiferable,thy mifery is as greatasthy finneq,
if not greater , becaufe wwhena linfall creatote iz
vvounded and galled for hisfin, thereis fome hope
he may be cored and helped,.butan ignorant fovle:
is mot'cepable of it, lieis in helland feeth itnnt ,
he is under the powver of Satan , andihinkes him-
foife-a libexcy,, bay for the prefent, hee is wncapa«
bie of any good from the mosnes appointed xo-:hx-:
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{x is vvith anignorantfouleasit befellthe drun-
kard that vvas afleepe on the_ top of the Maft
wvho fearesno harme, becaufe hee fees it not. So
itis vvith afinfull heart , hee s refolved to goeon
ill in his finne,becaufe hee feeth not the danger :
take a man that hath his heart Babbed vvith a Stils
Jerto,and the vvound is {0 narrovy ,.that it cannoe
be fearched,there is-no meanes to come to it: Tufk:
fo it is yvith ablind ignorant heart , . there ismuch
meanes vvhereby good might be done to it ,batan:
ignorant heart barres allout, fo tha nothing can-
doegood to thefoale, All counfels , admonitions ,.
seproofes canpot prevaile, all mercies allure nar,.
becanfe they find no feveetnefle in them,aMinifter
js as able to teach the ftoole vvhicreon hee ficsas o
doe them good. Mee thinkesitis vvith a vvorld of
men that liveinthe bofome of the Chorch, asit is
wvith foch ashave fuffered thipveeack , they are-
caft opon the vvaves ,and theirfriendsare flanding
upon the ihoare , and fée them ,.and moutne for
them .. there they fec one finking, and another
Bosting upon the vvaves , evenlabouring for his
life, and they figh and mourae , but cannot helpe
him , Ioft(o is it vvith ignorant: people thae are
fevallovved-up vvith the floods of iniquity , here is-
eonemah goi:(g,and there anotlier in the broad’
wvay to d ionyand vvée pitty them, and prag
for them that God yvould opentheir eyes,and give.
them the fight of their finnes. ; batalas they are
not able- to conceive of any 1hing; Wee cantiot
come at them,and thas they finke 1n their finnes.
vd’:);fzzom Jooking o\}er l'erb:falcm ,faid . 0h.
¢ i kmowneat leaft in thiss) the tlsngs-
shat belongente t}igpmh bus vuwb’ d’c: by dedem.
from eline eyes. Loke 29.42. Asifhe had faid,Oh-
Dovv.thy. ate finking ,_dwz: wvill notbe reformed:
. 4. nor

<
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ncr reclimed, novy they ate goi-‘g the vvay of af
fleth, and to helltoo, the vvay of peace is hidden
from their eyes , ihey refufe the meanes that m
doe them good,{ mi;l: here condemne the Papifis
that fay , ignorance is the mother of devotion »
vvhereasit isthe breeder of all vwickednefle yand
the broad vvay to hell and everlafting defimétion,

Vfe. The ufeisthis, as youdefire the comfort
of your foules,and to be prepared for mercy,and to
pettake of that rich grace that is in Chriff, 2 yon
defire to have the rich promifes of the Gofpell put
overto yoa ,.asever youvvould have the Lord
Iefus Chrift aguef to_your foules ,. yonare to be
entreated to give your foules no content , til) yon
have your eyes fo opened tofee your fnnes , thae
‘you may be convicted of them.

ueft. Novv it may be fome vwill fay, it is good

that yon fay : butvshat meanes mof vvee ufeto
come tothis ﬁ'ygl’u ofig:eh ? fond

wdnfe. 1anfvvere to te foules, give mee
Jeave to doe three things : poo e

[Meancs bow to fee finne convilimgly.]

Firft, I will fhevvfome meanes hoyy vvee may
eome to fee fione conviingly .
Secondly, 1 vill talte a vvay all the Jets that may
hindera man from it, '
Thiedly, I yvill ufe fome motives to Rirre us
to ufe the meanes,and fetupon the fetvice , thouzk
it beefore vwhat harfhand tediousto ous corrup-
sions, The meanes are three. :
Firft, vve muft goe to God for knovviedge ; the
rd knovves our hearts, therefore vvee moft goe
to him, thet he vvould make usable to kaovy them
%00: the Church of Lasdecia thought none like her
Hlfe , as it is the fathion of many in ohigpgef; to
« 0€,.
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doe » and therefore the Lord faid , Thon thesgheoft
#hy felfe rich and full , and that thou didf want no-
#hing: It isanargoment of 2 proud finfal heart,that
hee is alvvayes vvell conceited of himfelfe, and of
his ovvne vvit , grace, and fofliciencie ; but marke
vvhat the Lordfaithto his Church, I counfellthee
to buy of meeye. falve : She thought all her com~

ers to be good gold , and all her appearances to
g;e good Religion : Butthe Lord bids her buy of
him eye falve, Asif heehad faid , you fee n::‘tJvow
fiones, &c. and thereforegocto GO D, be-
feech him that dvvells inendlefle light to letin
fome light into your foales.

When the poore blind man Bartimens fate beg-
ging bythevvay , faying, O shou fonne of David
bhave mercywponme, Matk, 10. 1 . and pretled ear~
neftly nponour Saviewr , in fomuch that vvhen his
eyfciples rebuked him,hee cryed fo moch the more,
O shew forse of David havemercy on me : and vvhen
Chrift faid, What vvouldft thou hiave me ro doe for
thee: heanfwered, Lord, thes I may receive my (ight.
If hee did fo earneftly feeke for his bodily eyes,
much more thould vvee for the eyesof our foules,,
that vvee may fec our finnes,

©bjef¥. Ablind mind brings a vvicked heart
wvith it,and layes aman open'to al finnes,& chere-
fore vve ought to be mote pinched fer the vvant
of thistight , then of aur bodily eyes : andif the
queftionbe asked, what wouldft thou have? /onoun,
. waches , ot thelike ?
oAnfwer : OLotd , thefight of my fins, Lknow
fin is avileloathfome thing: O.that I cogld fee finne
conviingly and clearely ¢ -

. 2, MEANES. )
Secondly,labonrto acguaint yoar felvesxhrougl_mz
Cs wit
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with God and with his law,and to fee the com-
pafle and breadth of it ; the words of the com-
mandements are few,but there are many fins for-
bidden in them , and many dutiesrequired.

The Apoftle Paul thought hirufelte once «live
withowt she Lew, Rom. 7. and who but hee in the
world 2 hee was able to carry all before him, hee
thonght his penny filver; but when the Zew
came ((faith the text) then finne revived , when God
had opened his eyesto fec his finue , and the cor-
tuptions of his heare , then he faw himfelfe a dead
man ; yet Pasl was = Pharifie , and brought vp at
the feet of Gamaliel,and one thatdid keepe the Law
of God ina firi¢t manner; Whence we learne that
@ man may be an ignorantman, be his parts neyer
Yo great for humane learning;and the fame Apottie
faith, 11ad net knewne luff,- except she Law bad faid,
tbew fbals not lnft , by which is meant the tenth
gommandement; which forbids thefecrerdiftem-
per of theheare» though thereis no delighe snd
confent to it; who but Péx! 2 and yet bee knew it
not,and therefore no wonder thongh many other.
-wife will learned are ignorant in Gods s, there.
forelooke your felves in this glafle of the Word,
all zon that fay,how ever yon are pot sble to talke
fo freely as others, yet youhave as good aheart to
God asthe beft,I tell you,if you could but fee the
filthinefle of your heatts , you would bee owt of

. love with your felves for ever.

3. MEANES.

Thirdly , binde your hearts to the peaceand
behaviour ,and be willingly content to take
every truth that is revealed , without quarrelling;
and I would have a mantobind his heart ,hand ,
and foote,that they may not dare to have :nyb Ilan-
ing
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blie,g againft the revealed willof God;that fo what
ever ruth is delivered, thongh never fo croffe and
coerary to hiscorcupt natre,the foule may be wile
ling to bee under the blow of it.and let the firength
of the Word come full upon it; And this will
make s feelingly to'underftand our condition : as
in Zob , when God had taken downe his proud
hearr;fechow he fubxgits himfzf‘;b’dwld,lm pl’ic.
wiat Ifey 2 Iwilllay uponmy mowsh,
1 WM¢J~61¢ Twill goe ;?furtber. Iob 40.3.28
though hee had reafoned thus with himfe!s, I have
( I confefle) pleaded too much for my felfe,§ haye,
made more thifi for my felfe then was peedfull, I
have gaine-fiid thy Word, but now.no more.Now
if any man feeme to quarrell and take up armes
againft the trith of God , let that man know hea.
wvas never truly hambled for his fins: Te is 2 ﬁnﬁg
xebellious fpirit that carries it felfe thus again
God and his Word ; the thifts whereby the fonla
labours to beat back the power of the Word, may.
bee rednced to thefe three heads, .

1. SHIFT.

[ How the foule labours to beat backe thé
power of theword. ] .

Fitft  the foule hath a flight appehenfion of
~Gpne , and thinketh that it is not fo haynous , and
fo dangetous, as thofe hot (pirited Miviftersbeare
men inhand ; this is ofually the common conceit
of all men narorally , and even of usall, moreos
lefle, to make a flight account of fin , and that fos,
thefe foure refpe&s. ,

[ Why menmake flight accosnt of finne. |

Fir »in refpedt gfthmmnﬂsoﬂtgz
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canfe that every man is guilty of it, wee flight it

what faith one; Good now, what then,are nox all

fioners , aswellas wee 7 though wee have many

.- failings,yet wehave many fellowes.

1. If wee were drankards, or whoremongers,
then it were fomwhat: Thoufayeft troeindged ,
thou haft many fellowes in thy fins,and thou'thale
have fhare with many fellowes in the panithment
to come ; there is roome enough in hell for thee
andall thy fellowes , hellhath opened her mounth
wide; nay, the more companions thou hat had in
thy fickes, the more fhall bee thy plagues, -

~Queff. O (faith one )all ihe world lies in finne,
énd wee doe nomote than the world doth.

. : Anfw. Butifthe worldlies io finne,Chrift dever
;Crgéd forthe v orld , and he will neyer fave the
wotld ; What &'fenfelefle thing is this to bee fuch'
@oneas God hates ? Is thisall thy pleafure, that
téuarta hater of GO D 2 'What oddsis it fora
mhiafito bee ftabbed with a penkoife, or with a
fpeare ; or for 2 men to be mordered in the ftreets,
or in his bed? fo,though thy fiones be not hidious
blafphemies,& the like,yer if they be petry oathes,
they are enough o Finke :hy'fouig Irisnot your
great fwearer, but me fwearer thall came itiro the
Kingdome of Heaven. The text faith not,no great
Yiers thall enter into Heaven,bur, o lyets thall ente
into Heaven ; what difference is there betweene
man thar goes to hell for open rebel'ion;and a man
that goes “to_hell for civill profefion ? andwhat
differenceis thete betweene an open adulterer and
d fecret adolterer ? ) :

Queff. Bat fome will fay, Are not all finfall by
nature 7 “and are pot fomé faved 2and why not I as
wellasothers ? utnfw,

“For anfwer 5 Xfay , no man isfaved by nmge s
L but
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butifany be faved , the Lord opens his eyes and
breakes bis heart,and 0 it moft bee with thee too,if
ever thoa thinkeft toreccive any mercy from God.
Secondly,there isalfo & namrlllnc&'ein a finfolt
contfe, therefore fay not , it is my natare and in-
fiemiry,and Iamof a cholerick difpofition, I thall
fometimes {weare,when I amangry ,and I cannoc
bat be dranke fometimes, when I light into good
company, . .
Lueff. What,would you have us Saints on earth?
_Anfw. 1, citherSaints or Devils, never fanc-
tified, never faved; never purged, never glorified ,’
as the Apoftle Saint lobn (aith , Hee that bash tl:is
bope purgesh) himpife,ms he is pure; 1 Ioh. 3, 3. he firi-
veth with his whole endeavour to be pure, and
alwayes hee hath a repe@ to all Gods commane
dements; And asthe A uther to the Hebrewes faith,
Pufure futh @d hokinefe, vithows wlich no man can
be f[aved. Heb.12.1 4.
Ifthon doftfay, if it were an honour topray i
- mwy family,and if Gentlemen and Knights did 1, £
would doeit.I tell thee,ifholineffe doth feeme to fiy
away by difgrace & perfecurion,then youn maft pur«
fueit ; Nay, doft thoufay it is thy nature to fin2 .
Then I fay the er is thy wickedoefle, ifit be
nawore fo todoe): Wee hate not 2man because:
-_&?—iuku poyfon,but wee hate aToad becaufe it
-Sof a poyfonous natare;thererefore rathermourne
the more for thy finnes, becaufe it is thy curfed
narure {o 10 doe ; And fay, Zord  did onely temp-
tations , or the world allure mee to this, there
werefomehope that thou woulde® have mercy
vpon mee : but, O Lord, Thave a curfed natare,
and thoogh there were 0o Devills , noworld , no
temprationsomwardly , yet this curfed pature of
wmine would finne againkt S:ee. They



38 The Soules preparasion
ghey thathave received Chrift, hives new
oatores and therefore ifIhavea carmall corrupe
natore , then my condition is moft fearefull ; And
fay, did temprations and the world allure me,then
there were fome hope of mercy ; but it is my na-
ture to finne,and therefore my eftate and condition
is moft miferable and wretched : 0b wretched man
that Lam , who fball delsver maoa from this body of
deash ? Rom. 7 ,
Thirdly s many fay ,words are but winde , and
this winde fhakes no corne ; And fo wheawe
preffe mentothe inward worke of the foule, not
onely to keepe men from the halter; butzo tell
them , they muft pulldown their proud hearts,
and be humbled for their finnes,and the like, then
they &teply.thoughaﬂy away foddenly, & thoughts
are freee
‘To which Lanfwer;thefewords are fach wind,
a3 wil blow down thy foule into the bottomlefle
it of hell. Ttisnot I'that fay fo, but our Seviewr
Eimfelfe. By thy wordes thou [fhaltbe jnfiified ; and
by thywords theu[bals becondemned : Matth 12.37.
- “Though you make nothing of your {wearing, and
fdle thoughtssaudrevilings of Gods people;yes the
God of Heaven will require them as your hands ,
and yoo fhall either receive acquittance from
Chrift , of them , or elfe vengeance for ever for
?em : FmbcLoijd mbmﬁdtbnﬁuds .felﬁ“"
aintsin flaming fire topunifo 5 Tud. 1 5. nOtONEX
murtherers and adultecers,and the like, butall us.
Sodly enes; the Lerd will call thee to an accompt for
all thy abominarions ; nay , for all thy fpeeches
againft the g;t:‘ple of Ged , upon thy Ale-bench
when thoudidft toffe them to and fro,and the Lord
ilifes thy fimes ilurdh&fmtbn; Plal.so. nay ,
hee will ‘call thee to an eccount for them o forail
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thy thoughts, thoogh they are fadden and quickly
paffed over,as the Prophet leremsiat (aith: O Ierxfe-
tem | bow long foull tir) vaine thenghts remaine in shee 3
Terem. 4.15. Whatfoever men think of thonghts,
yetthey acethe life and finewes of finne,and
they arebrought forth by meditation ofa mans
corruptions in this kind, .

[How finfull sboughss are produced.] .

_ Aman may fin more in thooghe than in any
other kind whafoever 5 both in regard of the vile.
nefle of fin , and his unavoydableneffe cthereof. &
theefe canoor rob Al the totwn,but a ceverons man
may with allin the rowne were hanged , that hee

might have their goods;and fo an adulterer cannot
cotnmit fime with every womanin the towne,but
he may laftifter both,the gdiy wd prophone,and
hee may comniit adultery both with the chafte and
unchafte o in his thonghts ; A man may finne
infnirely in this kind,artd never have done -for no
company nor place can binder ap adulterer from
Soning and 1 » porthe malicious man frota
ing in his heert,” nor the covetous man from
defiring the goods of othier men, Thoogh thon
dareft not cut the throat of a Minifter, yet thou

canft malice all the Minifters in the country.
Foarthly, the fonle hath a firange inward refola~
tionof cleaving to finne, whatfoever canbe faidor
doneto the contrary. And this inward refolution
of the foule hath a delight in corruptions, though
hee die, & bee damned for thie fame; this plucketh:
the heantfrom the Word,and layeth fo many mifts
upon the underflanding , that it cannot fee the
truth ; when the foule hath nothing to fay for it
felfe , {s falls to open and profef reviling of Iefus
Chrigt ; and defying of him ; andbenceitis that
D 2 afker

~
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after many good arguments the foule flands as ¢
wereat a fet;and (aith, T will notbeleeve it thoogh
there were five thowfandMinifters to perfwade
meeto it: and why doth he fo2 hath he any argue
ment to alledge? No ,not a word, but hee that is
proud willbe proud , and hee thatis a fwearer will
fweare,and will not make confcience ofany thing;
shis comes from"a proud and a fturdy heart. When
Zeremialy would have convinced the people of theie
Binnes, and of the punifhments threatned to them
thicy faid, Thon fpeakeft falfely.thereis no fuch matter:
ler.43.2. Soitis,with many a camall hearr now
adayes ; if the Miniker of GO D will notpleafe
their phantafies , then all e bufinefle is , They
knew all this before : when as indeed they know
rothi~gatall,’ Therefore , faith God , Take herde
dhere beenct in anyof youaroste of bittorseffs ; if the
Joule beareth the Law dnd bleffesh Fimfelf in bis wicked=
2e(e audfaish , Ifhall have peacethough I'walke aftey
)¢ immaginations of myowme heart , she Lord will nee
Sharethas isan, bt the jealeufie of the Lerdrballfimeake
againft Lim, Dent.2.28.39.this reote of bitserneffo
s nothing elfe butfinne , and a refolution to con-
tinueinic : For the Lord tefus fake confider thisy
there are 100 many of thefe in the Congrega.
tion,wilt thou noe beleeve Gods word, Ltell thee
shou denieft almoft that thereisa G O D, and
thon renounceft the Lord lefus Chrift dnd falvation

f

By hinr, thou fayeft in effe, there'Is no- God, andess,

that there is not ary meanes of greace revealed-.
- ‘Whatdevilith blafphemy is th's ? let me fpeake te
¢’ e terror of all fuch hearts, hell never entertained
any fuch thoughts , the devils inhell for onghe I
krow, have not any fuch profeft refolations, she da-
vils beleeve and tremble , the devils beleeve that the
Saipturesate the word of GO D ,. and they koow

.€

|
|
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vhereis infinite mercy in God, bat they fhallnever
tafte of ir, and they know,al the v{lﬁ::' tBreatned
fhall come opon them, and they & tremble
#t the remembrance of ire What , doe the devils
confent to the word of God ,- and conceive of it ,-
and know that iziitbe ;m'rtll: of God .mjlih;libec :
made good vpon them en good Lord ,of what
a ftrange tcmnp:er artthou,that wilt not beleeve i,
and-that wilt not-confentthat it is true» the devill-
i3 not worfe than thonart inthis cafe: I muf} con-
fefle 1hat the confideration of thefe [I‘f:g:‘ fome-
time mikes the foale of 2 poore Minifter thake
within him , and wereit in my‘ﬁ' eras it isnot ,
she firft worke: that 1 would » fhould beeto"
homble and breake the hearts of all fuch vile wret
cltes bt alithat I can or wil doe. isthis.that whicky
_ the holy man Mofes fpake , and hee fpeke itwitha
mervailoos cantion , . youthat nevercame to the
fight of this horrible contemps, Take heed tl.at there-
bez not axy amang you, that faith, 1t foall goe will with
e , whaifeever tz:'uiu‘[ar faith. It is as much a8
your foulesare worth : and to foch as are lguilty of
this finne I will give the fime -counfell tha Perer-
?:c to Simon Magws , whohad a bafc efteemeof
the gits of che Spiris: O { faith Peter) praythat if e
bee pofiiblethe sheugins of thylart may be forgiven
shee. Aks. 8. 22. 1t is a fearefall thing,itisa mers
nilogocgvpoﬁng of grace, And for you , .whofe
wgyes hath opzned, goe home and confider of*
e miferable eflate of all fuch as li¢in this finne ,
goe to prayer , and fend op tequefts in the behalfe
of all fach poore creatures, and (ay,Isitfo Lord ,
thatihere are many fuch” who hawe the name of”
Chriftiens , .that will not bee reformed nor hum--
bled ? Good Lord, thiat many, thathave the name
©fChriftians,.will not come in , thy word will nov:
D3 pteux;‘e

. o

~
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revaile tor take place in their hearts? Good Lord
{xeake their hearts in pieces,breake in upsa them,
and let thy Word overcome them in mercy and
compaffion, and bring them to the true knowledge
of fione here, and happineffc hereafter. And thus
o Secondly.the osle Gich , I confeffel
2, (3 s » 1 confelie
fee mote now thanever I conceived of before , 1
id not conceive thatfinne was fo haynoas , andf6
. “ngerons asit is : Now 1 fee itis metvailous greas
sund-dangerons , yet thisis my hope 5 that whae
foever falls, it will noc light upon me, and cherfore
what need 1 care,] hope toprevent it,and then
willbee well. When the Word cotes faire and
full upon the confcience of & man,and would pietce

his heart , and meeres him in every place as the

Angell did Balam , hee will have fome feechor o-
ther topot bs‘t:\e Word, and hee fayes, 1 hope for
all thir, the danger thall not fall upon mes,

“Now the way that the foule ufeth to pae by the
word, 5 toprevent thedanger thr sppeares

0 thefe three particulars,
[Hosw the foule puss by thethreashings
{wftbcp mrd.y I G 8

. The firft isthis, how ever fin is nevér fo vilein
it felfe,.and hee is guily thereof , yethee thinies
the God of Heaven dothot artend to his finnes,or
elfc heis notfo juft or righteous ,. that hee wids
paonith him for them, Indeed , if hewere fogid
Botoricus wretch, asa murtlierer, or an adulrerer,
orat sor fuch like,then he had caufe to feare,.
but God will na: bring him to an sccount for eve-
¥y (mallfinne, That this is the fleight of ihie foule,
‘Ewill thew you , .and then ftew you how to
waidie,
)

t
|
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Ttis ordinary with every carnall heart more or
o oo o el 1 me da Hler G
? can 7 3 ke cloudes
are -rm?nh’uvln fosh wor , bee walkeeh, in
9be circts of hasven , fob 22. 13. It & the guife of
witked toen to fay fo: Nay , i!isdmwhfcb the
heansof Gods me aredriven to & fland withall,.
when 3:? der the of wickedmen ,
oow feeth them and doth oot punifh them ,
they fay, How doth God know? and, Irshere know.
Ddgein the Abmighey.2 When the Propher faw the
way of the wicked to pr » theireyes to Rare
ont with funefle, hee Rith, Di) God flethi, and
wot puisif®, 8 P as if hehad faid , Did G O D care for
m isdone haedlgilow ,,%onl%ll:’e Brobkg{ f:cnla
onsof his word,and his Gofpell
hbuum:’ldonbt not, but that there 1l:emnn
an adulrerons hearv,that thinkes adarke hight ﬂu‘
cover. inations; and the malicions man
thet contrives evill agein® Gods childrén , hee
thiokes that GOPconfiders nothh coarfe, orelfe
that GO D willnor trouble himfetfe to execnre -
him for et his fiomes, g3 the Pro.
pwefeith ., The Lordwillnot doe Good nor Evit,
hee is merhailous quiet, liee will not trouble hime
felfe, neither for the good ,not for the evill that is
by ns: Nay , thisisthe bane of our Mi-
niftery , when e-heare of many judgements.
W& sganft finne and finners § tell you
Kat they thitke of all this )theythinke they are
wordsof courfe.
1f thie adulterer or drunckard did confider thar
tio fuch perfon_fhonld.inherit the Kingdcme of
Meaven,durft they gocon ¥ furely no. Bat they
thinke they are but the wordsof fome hot fhirited:
inifter. 1o #ve.and fcare men,md keepe them in
D 4

_goms
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compafle ,- and they will not be perfwaded, tare-
& O D is more mercifull then fo , that hee thonld™
panith for every fmall fione , they chioke this js
more than reafonable, Les fum meke feed (Gaich che.
wic}tedj ;!:a e may fes st o Ebfa. 19, adlz tle
comnfell of 8 %X draw ni we sow
é#. Zeph. 1. .’:’fs"m had (id, Yon Minitiers
tell ds much of Gods wrath agaioft Zerafalem, let ns
feethofeenemies , and let the Lord bring to pafle

now,all thefe words are but winde, &c.

. Thefe are the carnallcavills of graceleffe perfons,
To which L'anfiper, k is defperateignorance , and
mervailoas Atheifme of heart, whereby the devill
Labours to keepe men in finne, . the Lord knewes thy
thoughts long befors., if thouwoulde® hide thy felte
fromthe Lord in thedarke,the day and the nighe
are all one with l'im , nay, the Lord will faerch fee.

Tufalers with candles: the word in the originall figui-
S t0 fracke her, Nay', hee will not leave fearching

till he find thee aut  for the wayss of man @ before

. 3he Lord , and.be ponders all his doings , Pro .21,
andif owr heants condemne s y God knoweth all things,
wnd s greater shen our hearts, x foh, 3. 20. Doth thy

Confcience check thee for vaine thoughts.and aur-
feddevioes 7 then G OD knoweth much more by
thee than thou knoweft b¥ thy felfe, Goddidfes °
sAchan Realing the wedge of gold; and Davidin his
adultery , and he feeth all the malice of thy hears
againft his Saints , and.all thy uprifing of heart
againft Gods word : \Nay, the Lord feeth all thg*®
pranksof theadulterer in the darkeft night, and
Godis ‘in& to bring all things to judgement , and
thee alfo to an accompt for them , Znvaime iz & for
Wicked men to diggu deepe, 20 hide their ‘counfell fmb
she Lord: Thefé things baff then deme ( faid God) ond
Zkept fllencoxndsharefore thow theugbech Lvas altoges

b




sherfuch o i Litgrseshe, o
a one s shyfelfe,bns I willreprosve dee, an
£ -lltlgﬁaaabard:rlrhfunhn. plals s0.
" Yonmuft not thinke Godis fo gente,No , he
'wil fet all yoar fins in order before you, if not here
for your hnmiliation , yet hereafier for your ever-
Lafting confufion: the drunkard fhall then fee all his
pot-companiony, and the adnlterer his mates , and
the unjoft perfon all histrickes,Rom. 2. 14.Inde1s
pay,G O D willnot bate thee one thaught of thy
heart , bee where you will, God will find you out
‘with his idgm:nn,and fay, Lo, here is thy pride,
and here is thy marther ,and here are all thy abo-
toinations,this is the wretch thatconld carry fire inn
one hand , and waser ia the other , thefe arethy.
fnnes,and this thall be thvmiﬂ:mem. R :
2, Ob'e8. Secondly , if Godbe fomighty (fay
they) that beknovves all,and will callus toan ac-

* compt for all » then it isbut forrowing fo mach
the more. and that wee willdoeafterwards , and
this will make all well enonghitis but repenting.

Aafe To this Lanfwere : Doe youmake a bus
at it} be notdccelved, Gedivner , nay ; cannot tee
socked,and therefore delude ot your owne foules,
every repeptance will not ferve the tume , thoa
mayeft have remotfe of heart,and repent » and cry.
to God for thy finnes,and this tormenting of thy

. heare willbee but a forerunner of thy everladtin,

_damnation hereafter : theLord may deale witl

thee as JMofer faid of the people of Ifrael,Tcu rerura
80g andwept beforethe Lord bt hee would not hestken
20 your veice. Den. 1.1 4. So the time may come that
aliweeping and wajling will not ferve the tarne.
You fee Indas vvept, and breughs backe thethirty pie= -
ees of filver, Mat .2.7.3. hee had mervailous horror of
conicience,bee tooke fhame to himfelfe,and made
reftitation, ang yet a damned creatute for ever
- Py Thow
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Thon thae thinkeft it fuchan eafic matter, aske
thy owne haert this queition : Canft thon bee

content to lay open all thy curfed finfall conrfes ,
andall the wrong that thou haftdone } Confider
What a hard matter itisto bring thy heart to it,
to confefle all thy cldfe adulteries , and when thon
haft done all this, ‘thon mayeft beas farre from
Galvation as Mudes was,who went & heugod bimfelfe,
therefore it is not every forrow will ferve the
turnc, and bring comfort eorhy foale , but it muft
becrepentance of the right fismpe :  And sgaine,
doft thou thinke thon h& ntanceat commaad?
thisis that which cuts the throat of mens foules ,
and deprives them ofall the benefit of the meanes
ofgrace, thonart not fure thou fhelt live , though
thot doeft, thou haft power of thy felfé to repent
bing bs happioei gt rblch cennct belpe

is e onthatw cannot

him 7 If thou didf confider thymewukwegf
thou wouldef not fiy that repentance is inthine
owne power, Remember what the Apofls faich ,
2. Tim, 2. 3¢.26. if peradoenture at any
dime GOD wouldzios repextance, that they mey es»
k':h;(ctlnm .a;"mn‘ium b mof ife ons

% [nare devill. It §s onely but peradventure,
gxt’:' .;;are'{vorke,md f::; lh;'e’léod b

. Thirdly, fome will fay,God may give me

repentance, c;xdln{} cameinto the world to feve
#ers,mnd why mdy Bee tiot fave mee :

. Anfw, 1 anfovere, is chat all} is it come to thi¥ §
And who knowes but that G O D may damne thee
£007if that be all,why may you ot fey more truly,
“whae know I, but that God may give meup to
a hard heart,and ¢ blinde minde for cver o and I

" may for ever bee caft ont of the prefence of God ?
Bsitbut, 2o meyboallthis while agpnd Mefo':

\ ‘3

.
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for afall anfvvere, confider thefe tyvo things to
fhakeoff this carnall fecurity,vvhereby menrefolve
to pinne their falvation on G O D S- mercie,
to oppole his mercy. Firfl, knovv this o that there
isarime when God will not thew mercy, Beheld,
faith God, 1 gave ber atiweof s but [Toe

repentednst, sherefore Iwill caff ber upom the bed
ule Renl 1113 wd s o Seiow i

o > , »
day. things belenging to thyy peace ; but now they are hid
rern thy eyes, Like. 59.43. GO D had fealed op
is mercy, and the day of falvation was paft, and
Voo iy o sy ol o v
Dy Jor & pasp neid
aor Mfo v.l? :-:huk.xq. 1§uenncllfif:hy Fl:hcrdid
y for theethat arte ¢ o A Py
{;:lkudviﬂuncQuwednmunnjszﬁiienngas
if the Lord had faid, I have abandance of mercy , *
bat thou fhalt never tafte of it ; nay, forought I
know ., the Lord may fet afeals of condembation
wpon shee, and 0 givethee overroallevill , toall
- fin,ro sllcurfes ; and blov out thy name from un.
der Heaven : Are you yet perfwaded that this is
Gods word ? lfyonwaew of the
forrow-fome have had, it make you looke
2;::;¥:::;§zﬁgnﬂé'nnﬁﬁhﬁ::;::::? The
_ . 28 out 4 mercy
i op ;nﬁ"h,u::hnv long will you contemne
ife purity and holineffe ?

Now.make, whena people hath had this mer-
cy» and wifedome offered to them ', and yet they
will defpife it; then thall they erp. and uﬂ,gntlwil
wot anfovare (iith God)shey [l ke mee early, bub
[Fall nos findemes. The period of uodcgt‘\enceis
come to a8 end,and there is noexpe@avion of mer-
oy; Call,andcall you may,bus God will not heare

yous;
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you; you, whofe confciences Siein your faces,and
tell you, that yon have detrxfed mercy , and yoa
won{d none of Gods Counfels , and you hate the
knowledg of his wayes : Doe you thinke to get it
now by crying , when the date of mercy is out 2
Ro, 0o, you would have noneof Gods mercy be-
fote,and pow he willnone of you : Do you thinke
it fit, that grace,and mercy,and the (pirit, thould |
fill @and and wait upon you,& ftrive,and alw.

be defpifed? Isit not mervailons juft , that

word which you have defpifed, thonld never worke
more; and that mercy yon haverefufed,thoeld ne- |
ver bee offered to yon any more? It isjutt.and you
‘fhallfinde it (o in the end,and therefore take heede
the termes of mercy benot on. .

4 Latly,ifwee cannotavoydeft, then wee ere
sefolved to beareit as we may 4 if webe damned ,
wee fhall undergoe it as wee are able, This is that
wee poore Minifters find too ofren by woefufl ex-
perience, thar when wee have taken awayall ca«
vils from wicked men, and then if we-could weepe
over them,and mourne for them, & befeech them
to confider .of itaright : Marke what they fay ,
good fir, fpareyour paines, wee are finners , my if
wee be damned, then tub meft ftand wpon his
ewne bottome; wee will beare itaswellas wee |
can; What, is the wind inthat doore # Isthar alf -
{:::-can fay : Owoeto theethat ever thouwere

ne! O ﬁoorc creature,Uif I fhould ceafe fpca- |
king,and all of us joyne together in wee, ing, and
lamenting thy condition, it were the beft coarfe ;
Is it impoffible thou fhouldeft ever beare Gods
Wrath: Andletthefe three confiderationt bee re<
membred and retained , which will make any man
20 tremble , eventhe vile® wretches who will
blafpheme and fiveare, & if shey be damned( tr:ley)
’ Y )
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ﬁy)thez have borne fomething,and chey will alfo
beare this aswell asthey can,

Firft, § the Lyon by the pawe , judgethe:
torments of hell by fome . lirtle beginnings of it
and the dregs of Gods vengeance by fome litdle fips
of it; And judge howt unable thoustio beare the
wholeby thy inability to beare alittle of it in this
life, in cheterrour of confcience (as the Wifeman
{aith) oA wennded [pizit whe can bearer When God
Jayes the flathes of hell fire apon thy foule , thou
canft noteadu_reixcsl;wha oeb:zr u:uan canhei:ﬂi&

na e wretchymay be'bome but when the
b %hwa\qlgﬁn&tm«e
foal: how can he undergoeit witnefle the Salits
that have felt ivas alfo witneffe the wicked them-
felves , that have had fome beginnings of hellin
their confciences When the Lord hath letin a
lirtle hortor of heart into the foule of a poore fin-
full creature ; how is hee wranfported with anin-
fapporeable barthen: VWhen is s dey , bee nifhm)) it
were asghs , and whenss s wghs | hre wiflxet)) it wera
. All the friends in the world cannot comfore
hiw; nay, many hncfonght to hang themfelves ,°
twdocany thing rather than 1o ‘ﬁnﬂgralittle vene
geance of the Almig'zy : And one mans roarin
and yelling, 83 if he were now in helb aleeady, 3
sdmits of 0o comfort : If the drops be fo heavie ,
wha will the whole fea of Gods vengeance be ?
If hee cannot beare theone, how can he beare
Se-ondly , confider thine owne firength , and
re it with allthe firength of che creatuses ,
aud {o if all the creatures bee not ableto bearethe -
wa}l:ofv.,l:e';l ighty, (asIob faitn cha;;;f.n.) Is
rengthsthe frength of flones , or & fhas brafe
a wuft beary thy wiathiAs i!f; hee \:?dﬁidylt mgl!
. ce
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beeaftone , or braflc, thar muft bedre thy wrath:
Though thou wert asftrong as braile or fones. ,.
thoucouldit notrbeare it::1when the moyntaines
tremble avithe yerath ofthe. LO'R D; thal & poote
wotme or bubble} andafhadow endureie 2 .- !. .
. Counceive:thusmuch, i ifall she difesfes in-the
world did fezze.on one man,and:if all the rotments
that all the tyrants in the world conld devife,were
caft upon him ; and i€. all the.creatures inbeaven
and ‘earth did conlfpire the defiru&ion of this
man gand ifallthe devils ia-hell did labour to fn-
i@ puojthments upanhinnyou would thinke this
men tobaina miferable condition: And yersd.
thisisbot a'beane of Gods indighation. If the
beames of Gods wrath bee fo hot; what is the fall
fumme ofhis wrath , when .it fhall {eazeupon-the
foule ofa finfull creature in full meafure 7
3.Nay,if yet thou thinkeft to lifenp thy felfc above
all creatures, and to beare more thaa they all;chen
fet before thingeyes the: fufferings of the Lord
Xefus Chrilt,iee thar ereates the Heavens; and op-
holdsthe whole frame thereof , when the weath
qf God came uponthim, onely as afurery, hoe cryes
out with his eyes full of teares,and his heart full of
fcoor;ow N «;d t e,g;avl:r:s full of lamentdtion , My
myGod. wi # orfaken mes? Mati27.46
Oh tﬁ’on pootbgcrwme{f thou haft the beart of 2
.muan, gird up the loyoesof thy mind, and fee what
theu canft.doe? Doeft thon thinke rorbesce that
which the Lord Iefus Chrift could non»bestz |
withoutfo much forrow? Yeche did enduréic
vvithoot any finne or weakeneffe ; hee had theee
fipsof the Cup, and every one of them did finke his
foule; and artthou a poore finfull wretch , able o
beare the wrath of G.O D foreuer:?- R
3. Mative.That1 may the betser peevaile wish-
. .- you,
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you, confider thefe threemotives ; “firlk , it is' the
onely old way o Heaven, fér G O°D nevertevea-
led any dcherbue this way'in‘the ol Lavy ; thie
‘onely vvay for theleapedro bé tleanfid ; vvas e
come our intothe congregarroh J"andto cry , 7am
wnclearts ;¥ ah wncleane - ThES leaper wyas every
finner ; this meanes of curing vvas the fight of kis
Hinne;'and as te did’, 0 moft every linner confeile
his Ginoe, take fhame to himfelfe,and fay ,Tcismy
yproud heare , an'dxhi_sAm{ loofelife, &c. This rue

$Bzhe of finne Is tbe onely.doore'to life and falva-
kionh: vvho vvould nde goe that vvay,vvhich isthe
Fighr and the ready vvay!iif everyou receive mer-
<y atthehandsof theLord; it muft bee by this
‘wvay,ornotacall. 1 pray youtake heed’, and doe
not finde a fhorter curto heaven ; thefurther yon
oe the contrary vvay,the further you moft returng

Kk againe; tzis hath cozened many a man more
‘tHen heedoth imagine. - - o

! As a travailer yvhen Herig1oath to goe thtcugh
ﬁmeﬁh 'Lane he vvil bredks throngh thefence,
d goe throngh thé meddovy, thathee may fave
th- foule wvay , at 1aft vvhied hee hath goneup and
dovvne , and canoot get outagainé, hee is forced
writh muoch loffe of time to goe backe againe, and
goc through the Lane. So it is vvith rany finfull
woretchesin the yvorld , ‘and this hath coft them
dear>, They. veill not goe this vvay ', by forrovy
for fin to fee the filthinefle thereof,and their curfed
abordinations ! but they veillhaved nevv viay to
receive mercy and comfott from GOD, yet at laft
they are drivento aftand,and then they vvill heare
the Minifter of God', vehen he faith, Chrift came
to fee, and to fave that which wi loft, Luk, 19. 10.
that s, thofe poare finners that favv themfelves lff,
and confider the plagues of their heart ; And vvhen
’ E 2. Chri @
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Chrift vvorks {avingly , bee opensthe eye , and
avvakensthes oue » and a man mok confefle
before bee can finde mescy, then the fonle faith ,
Y never fave this veork npoo my ioule,I vvas-never
Jofl. No?vehere broke you over then? yoa vvould
needs’ to heaven a pevv vway ; you areliket
shornie ground thet vvould receive the W
svithioy : Nay , I’le aflure yos, you muft corce
backe againe , and fee all thote abomipations
wvhich have becne commirtedin fecret by you
20d difcover them 4 ot eife there isro meaves 1o
come unto life; Let ms fearch aid try our wayes, faith
the-Charch,Lem, 3.40. youinoir not thinke thas
Chrift yvill paudon all, and you doe nothing: No,
fuft fec your fiones, and then you fhall reccive
mercieaod pardon for them. .

2. Metive Secondly,the vvorke by this means
wvill be much more eafic then at anothertime.  xf
thou once get thy confcience conyiGed,and thine
eyes opencd, the.vvorke will goe on clearelyand
edlily : Many of. Gods vvill firike in vvick
youy:od many good Chriftians vvill pitty you,end
pray for you , and you thall have many helps this
vvay , and therefote isit not better novv to have
Kcnr confcience avvakened vvhen yoa may have

elpe , then aftervvard vvhen there is no semedy »
Svhen any of Geds people fait or pray , they vvill
remember you ; vvhaz fzith one , Doe you krovy
fuch aman’7 yes very evell : wwhat ishee 7 Oh he
wvas the mc)!z thameleflc drinkard that evex the
foone did fee . or the eaith beare. Washefo ? Oh
but novv GOD hath opened his eycs,and avvake-
ped his confcience,he vvas never fo frolike before,
bat novv lee is as much vvornded, novv his

. keart is broken, and his confcience flies in his
face ; It vycre geod to remerber him, thqugh hi;c;

‘ - q
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hath beene averetchi,and 2 profeft cppofer of God#
ple, yet lerus remember him 3, Yesthac Lvvill .
ﬁonovv his burihen is great, I haue found it ; and
lhope fo lorgasl hase aknee to kacele, anda
tongue to fpeake, I thall remerber him,Aodthen
they pray €or him, and fay, Good Lord , vsho can
bearc a vvounded foule 2 Good Lord thou haff
humbled him , and made him fce hirfelfe vile and
miferable, let him fee thy,mercy in Chriffs What
acomfortis this tohave a vwhole Countrey pray
for him in this manner.

Objed. But fome wvillchjet, This is fomething
dangerous , and drives men to a defperate fland ,
thezefore is it notfarre betrerro be as veee are,
and not to avvak: this fevcre Lyon? A man cannog
conjure dovyne his confcience vy hsn it is vp once.

~Avfw Laofwere : youruR fee your finnes ,
thar is the truthofit, doe not thinke to potitoff 5
te Lyon willroare ; and your confcience will be
awakened one day ; it is better to bee awakened
now , then to have your eyes speaed ip hell whep
there is no remedy.

3 « «Morive, Thirdly et upon this worke, the iffue
will bee very focceflefull : chwhat a comfort will
it be 1o a poore foule in the time of death , vehen
he fhall come to render up his fodle into the hands
of God, thas all his finnesare wiped out; And then
10 heare thofe glad tidings from Heaven ; Be of
good comfort poore foule , thou haft fesne thy

gnnesgherefore 1 veill not fee them, thoulaft re~
srembred them and mourned for them , therefore T
wvill never plague thee for them, veho vvould nos
fee hisfinnes that Chrift may cover themin that
day of accompis? there vvas never finner broken
Rearted but G OD did bind Lim vp: and there vvas
aever aoyarucly veourded for finne bat Goddid:
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ever hesleand comfort him, and therefore labour
to looke your face in the glaffe of Gods Lavv , and
fo fee your ovvne fpors ; I confeffe this is te-
dious to your finnes,and the plagues dueto them 5
bat looke thou on themithat God may not. If an
adverfary offer meanes of agrcement , vvee ufeto
fay, fuffer it not to comé to the publike triall , for
the cafe is nanghe; I fay it vvill bee fo vvith e
vvieked mans cafe , the Lord hath a controverfie
wvith every vvicked man ;, and it moft bee tryed-in
the publike day of judgement , or elfe you muRt
make a private agreement betvveene GOD and
your ovvne foules ; Ifthere beanydrunkard , or
‘adolterer , or unjuit perfon,thatis guilty of any G,
you had better rake up the matter in private: Doe
not feare to looke upon your finnes , bue bring
them.all out before the Lord, and fee the ugly face
of them, and intreate the Lotd to feale vp upto
you the pardon of them, that you may never Bee
called to an accompt for them; I tell Jou, it is the
woft comfortable courfe in the vvorld. -
¥/fe. The laft ufe for inftraction to all my felloyy
brethren: let mee fpeake a vvord 1o them and to
my felfe too'; let us alltake that courfe in dealin
vvith the people,% Gods ordinances, vvhich Go§
himfelfe takesup ; As the Revvard difpofeth
everything at his'Mafters vvill,and the Apothec:
orders drugs as the Phyfitian appoints, fo Iet it bee
vvithus too: vvec are but flevvardsand Apotlieca.
ties; lerus take that courfe , and ufe thofe meanes
that God hath appointed for his peoples good; God
faith, you muft fee your fiones ,, and bee humbled
for them :"and therefore let us labour to make men
fee them , (‘as the Apoftle faith, Zbopsnee svere
made manifeft rz»]mv;m»ﬁ:ensn; €ar. 3. . .Did
no%youe confticrices fay 6 ,* thatyon tould nos
: ‘gain- fay
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gain-fay it # ) vvemuft takeup that conrfe the-
Scripture hath revealed , and vvhich the faithfull
fervants of God have ever ufed, and vvhich God
hath ever blefled : nay, it is oor vvifedome fo ¢
dce. Mashew the feventh and the laft, Chrift tanghe
the \e wvith esthonzy; not as the Seribes: there-
s akind of commanding pdvver vvhich the vvord
eught to have upon mens confciences, ifa man bee
afinner it vvill reprove him , and commaund re=
proofes to feafe upon him, & if Lie be in diftreffe of
confcience, it yvill command comfort to take place
in his heart. .

Give mee leaveto fpeake my thooghits,and it fs
oy judgementt00 : What doth it profit a man to
ferape ap-alinle Greeke and Latin together, and to
Jeave the fenfe of the Scripture nﬂdiﬁ'ovcred, and
the confcience no vvhit touched , nor the heart
firred 7 Heethat knovvesany thing thoogh hee
wvere but an ordinary fchoole—‘oy. . that had bae
any skillin the tongues , if hee could not doe it .
hee fhonld bee fcourged by my confenr. But Jet
it bee in cafe of conicience, apoore foule cqmes ro
anguifh of fpirit, the onely vvay to fet thisman o

$oote againe , is to anfvvere all his obje@ions mz :
Queftions; and refolve all his doubts, and to make
the yvay good, & the cafe cleare: Alas this courfe
ot koovene amongfll us : And in the vvay of
examination, if you come to examine a finner, take
avvay all his cav{lls, aod all hiscarnall thifts , that
hee Yath to hinder the vvord,and force the foule to
fay, Itis Gods vvord ,. though hee vvill notentere

-taine it. L L
{W¥ky mens hearts are ot swronghs spon
_ in the miniflerie,]
Ketaman try this conrfe,and hee fhallfind a mer.
E g4 vailous.
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vailous difficuley ; this is che reafon vwhy ous
miniftery thrives not , and the hearts of men are
pot vwrought upon becaufe vvee labour not the
right vvay to fheve men their finoes, andro coa-
vince their confcicace, that they may not flinch
out from the ordinances of God : Nay, I take it 10
bee the Tpeciall caufe 5 vvhy after all the pretions
promifes that God makes knovvne , no man recci-
ves good by them. ; Wee offer falvesto themthat
knovy not vvhether they have any fores orno; And
vvee offer Phyficke to thofe, that koovy not wh e
ther they hiveany difeafe or no ; vvee fpeake of
grace and Cheilt y batpeople thinke they have no
need of them ; fuff:r mee to fpeake my minde here
in freely. Thatminiftery vvhich doth not ordina,
sily hurobie the foule ,. and breake the heart for
fioné,doth not convert and dravv home to Chrift,
Novv vvee come to fhevv the caufes.vvhy , and
the meanes hovv finners come to fee their fins.The
Apefile fpezkes it to their faces, Tom aretl:ey thae
have committed this fin, you )ave crucified s Lorg
#f Bfe, this s your fin,
: D&, The Dolrine from hence is this:. A {pea
ciall application of pariiculer fins,iza chicfe meanes
to bring peopleto a lightof their finnes,and a true
forrovv for them, The .Apefile doth not generaliy
propound their finnes ; but hee.comes home £ o
their Rearts,and it is not onely dope in this-plece ;)
but it hath beene the practife of all Gods faithfud
Minifters ieretofore. As lohm Bapriff,hee goes noe
cunningly to vvorke ,. fecretly to. intimare
truths; but hee dealestonndly ‘evith them,& faith,
® genevation of vipers , who forvarned you to flec fr:me-
shewrarbse comeiLuke 3.11.12.And hee thevres
them their finnes in particular. And vehien the
Fublcams-came 1o be bapti/ed, hefaith, Rxeive ne
. mors:
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wore thep is appointedfor yom 5 and he faith to the
fouldrers, Dee violence to no man, and bes condens wishy
Jowr wages ; hee vvasthe minitter of humiliation
and fegamiom & thetefor he deales thus plainely,
vyvich them. . .

When Abeb had fhine Nabesh, he Prophet Elias
caroe to him and fayes, Ins/.eplace w) eredogs licke
1be blsed of Naborh shall dog ges licke shy bbed, | Reg.
20.2 1. Ahabfaid , Hap thoufousd'meaons , O my
enemie? And he faid, 7 havefound thee ont, bevanfe

shew baft folde sl felfe o worke wickednefls inshe fg/e
of the Lord, and thetext faithy Vi hen he heard 1w,
lespus c:{c@kb and went (ofsly : This vvas the
povver of a particalar reproofe , thongh hee vvere
& mifzrable vvickedman. Thus did Pal deale vvith
“Pater,wehenhee halted befcre the Ievves, hee did
gl;inely reprove him 1o s face,and that not fecretly,
ux becaoic hee had finned openly , therefore hea™
es him openly : o alfoour Saviour Chrift
thakesup theSerifes and Pharifes. Math. 33.13
14, Anddhisische rule in generall; as the Apoftis
faith, shemn sharpely.that s1ay may be found in
tbtdf' . Titus 1. 20. :
bjelf, Oh !but fome vvill fay, If1doe thes
plainety deale vvith chem , I fhall difcourage them
altogether, : :
_ «Anfw. Nay itvvillmeke them found Chriftians
indeed ; fee vvhat the Lord faith, plead wssh your
motirer : Hole. 2.2. the yvord in the originali'is ,
Call herinte the Coust, callher by her name, 8 fay,
thar fhee isnot my wife,and I am not her husband.
And the Lord faith by EQekiellSonne af manycanle
alens to kuow ber abominations Ezek. | 6.1. hee
Coth no: fay , caufethe Councry to know her abo-
minations ; or the Counrrey to knovv the finnes of
the Gourt » but make Jesnfalem kpov licr ovvng
abomipations. o Eg 1. Reas
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* 1. Reafon, The reafons are thefe : Firft,becavfe
theword thes apply&d hits fooner than-otherwife
it wonld.A' Maftér comtnands 4 fetvant to'doeTocls
athing,and becinfehe nanes himnet;érie thinkes
it is not hee,and apother it is not he, ofily Becaufe
he istioc named S when & Miniftet faith, s meny
shings wee fisme all , hee hitsno man , and fo none
are affected vvith it; But now particularapplication
brings every mims part and portion , andnct onely
fersthe difh afore him,bot cuts him meate,and car.
ves for him,and vvee ddein this cale asthe Narfe
doth vvith the child, fhee not o1ly fets the meste
beforeit,but thee mhinceth-ir, and puts & into the
chiilds month ' the Stevvard ‘dothnot'onely fay,
Thereis meate enovgh in the Market,but Ke buyes
ir, and brings it home , andfees it prepared.; and
gives dire@ion whatis for every one. Thevvords
3:' a faithfull Mu;ﬁli: a;;e lil;e ar;.o‘mesvi;h‘:vhich if

y Be thot cock height, they fall dovyhe againe
nn:Iydoe nothing . b%t:Men:t" man levels ac d
wark, then;ifever, hee willhitit. So,many M-
nifters cancéll‘a grave faire ‘tale , amd ke of
fins in general, but thefqcommén reproofes; thea
intimations of finne , are like arrovves thor a cock
height, they touch no man; but vvhena Minifter
makesapplication of finne in particularyand faith ,
0 all you drunckards and adalterers .- this is your
portion , end letthis be as véhome in your heatts
topurfe ouryour lufts then, 8¢c,When our Savioor
Chritt lepped op the Dharifds-all in- one fpeech

Mathe2 1.4, it is faid;that théy heard the parabir,
and knevy thathe meant them. ~ )

- Ovétrly difcourfes that meri‘be Frearﬂﬁhes, and
the like,are like the confufed noife that was inthe
thip vvhen Ionah vvas afleepe in iv, vehich never
tronbled-himn, till at laft the Mafteér cime and faid ,
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oArife; O 8k eper ,andvall spently God, Tonah 1.6.
And as & futherobferves , they came dbout him,
andevery: moan had a blow at him , and then be did

awake. So becaufe of gencrall reptoofis of fin,snd

rermes s fac off, tendomé'to Church, and fieand
fleepe,and arenot ouched nor-croubled arall, Bue
when parricolar application commeth home'to the
heart, and a Minifter fith ; This'is thy drunken~
neffe, and thy adaltery and prophaheneffe , and
this will breake thy pecke one day ; whaoaffua
rance hat thougot of Gods' mercy? & what caoft
thou fay for heaven 2 Then men.begin to looke
lb%:zw them. There :?;: }e“er aoyco:&i&ipg Lﬁ.
nif »nof any man thatidid in phinefle apply the
word home,nby& theie ’p‘eopla v.?ouldbe xc&med
by ir, or elfe their coniciences would be traubled,
and defperately provoked to oppofe God ad - his
ordinances, l{a( they may be plagued by it. The
word of Godis like a fword ; the explanation of
the rext is like the drawing ot of this fivord,and
the flourithing of it; and fo long frndverhits: B
when.a sanfitikes a full blow:at a man, it either
wounds or puts him to hisfence : So theapplica=
tion of the word is like the ftriking with thie
fword, it will worke one way or other, ifa man
canfencethe blow, o it is: but if not, it wounds,
Lconfefle it is be{ond our power to-awaken the
beare,bur-ordimarily this way doth goods ™~ -
2. “Reafom. Scpondly; s the wotd of Gotl-parth
culaly ‘E)ye&himfopuaﬂ,fo i finkes deepefl.the
words of thewifeare compared 1o wityles{affened by
t/:e Maflers of affimblses ; 1he DoBrine dehvered is
like the adylespointedibut when it is cleare,& then
particularly applyed, ivislike the fetting'on the
#ailes falt upon the'haartsand confciences of men;
And thisi'take tobeethe reafon why m‘sy}:h-t
PR ave



60 TheSoults preparasion
have come many times to oppofethe Minifters of
the Gofpell ;yet God hath broken in npon them,
and humbled their heares,and made them (ee theic
mwiferable condition, .
. thefirft vleis for inftruion;Heéere wee find che
reafon why plaine teaching findes fuch oppofi-
tion. why it is{o cavilled at, by all Minifters and
others;bezanfe thereby the eye of the foule comes
tobee opened, and skl 2 mans sbomioations are dif=
cavessl, and his confcience is pinched by the
fame X‘Ourq}':mm (aith , Heathws doth evifl ; bates
she bgl# ., left lis deades should bes reprooed.as a theefe
banﬁs‘ the lightand. the lanthorne bearer » becaufe
they thew his villeny ; fo chey that are gui vy o
many finfull coutfes , and bafe r&&i(es > hate 1he
Minifler that brings the Word vvith any povver
to.t eis foules. A malefa@orat the Adfifes can bee
content to fee an handred men in the town, and is
. pever troubled with them;but if hee fees ooe man
thatcomesto givein evidence sgeinft him , - and
knoweshis practifes.: Ohy how his hearc riteeh
with defperacindignation againt that man ! Oh,
{aith hee;thisds hee char feekes mvlife, he vvill
make my neck crackfo it is vvith thisfoule-fawi
Muniftery , it is that which brings in a bill of in-
diterpentagaint aman. Now 3 man canbe contene
to come, and heare: though it bee pever fo
Sermc;tns bat I:::l Minifter ¢comesie fzu witt (Y
apaip} him, begins ro arraigae itpy and ro
ﬁm him for his pride , a0d mdlice,and-cove-
soufpelley and to convince bim of ..hem , ahd o
lay him flat before the Lord,.and his cosfcidnoe :
Ohthen he isnot able to beare it. What is the
reafenof this ? Hee can heare othersqaietly, and
Gy, Oh they are fweet men, they desle kindly and
<omfortably. Why ? The mﬂ'c{um nor; (asthe
Lo provecbe
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proverbe is ) fuch a kind of Miniftery workes not
at allyand this is the reafon why they are not trou.
bled , but goe away fo vvell contented. I have
fometime admired at this: why acompany of Gen-
tlemen,Y comen, and poore women, thatare fcar-
cely able to know their A. B C. yet they havea
Minifter to fpeak Latine, Grecke , and Hebrew ,
and toufe the Fathers, when itis certaine , they
know notlg:ug at all."li‘the n;e‘a]ibn is!m:hﬂﬁ ﬁaﬂ this
flings not, they may firand fleepe in their finnes
and goeto hell hood- wickt,never awakened, and
thacis the reafon they will welcome fuch to their *
honfes, and fay , Oh, hee isan excellent man ! I

would give any thing I mightliue under his Mi=
niftery. Itis joft Ababs old homour , hee conld
fote feafonably with feurebundred falfe Prophets
and if tbere had beene five ti.onfand more , they
fhoald all have beene acceptedofhim : bat when
2obofepbasfaid 5 1s there never another Prophet of
the LORD : Ohyes (faith abab ) there is oma .
oBlichasals; bus 1bate him, bee never good tomes
that is,hee never foothesme up. So it was the tem=
per of the people mentioned in the «4és,when the
Apeftls (aw they were a rebellions people , hee
deales plainely vviththem: but they cryed, v#mey
with fuch afellow bes isnet worshy to live, A8 4.23.
what? faid they,then it feemes wee fhall bee caft
off from the Lord, and be his people no more;they
vvere not able to beare that : people in this cafe
deale vvith Gods faithfoll Minifters,as the widdow -
of Seraptadid, vwhen the Propber hadtold her, that
the mrealesn the barrell, andtbe oylein the crufe fhonld
%08 decreafe ; all thiswhile hecwas welcome : but
when her child was dead,0b,wbet Lave 120 do with
thee sbow wan of God ? 1 Reg. 1 4-thicking indeed
that the Trpbet had killcd%xer onne : So :}:}:3:
) B
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whilevvee fetthe doore vvide open , that al the
druokards and adulierers in the Countrey may goe
to heaven, you likeus well emongh, and we are as
welcomeas may be, and wee are mervailous good

Preachersyand you think usfit for the Pulpit ; but

if we come onceto lay fin to your charge , and to
threaten condemnation for it,andto fay, if God be
ioheaven, you fhall never come there, if you con.
tinne in yoor finnes,oh then they are up in armes ;
and fay as the widdow did , Are you cometo fla
our foules, and avvaken our confciences : Beloved,
this argues a fpiric thar never found the pavver of
the vvagd, Bat it is ourduties,and vve muft doe it,
and hovvioever itis nat accepted of the yvicked ,
yeti fhall find entertsinement wvith God,and hee
thall give us onr revvard at that great Day.
2.Vfe, Secondly,if pareicalar application bee fo
povverfull,and {o profitable,lst mee fpeake a vyord
to my felfe,& to my fellovv brethren: It fals heavie
on usthatare not vvilling to pralife the fade, bue
rather oppofe it in others that defireto doe ir;this
plaine and particular application, #s accounted &
mater filineffe , and want of wifedome , and rath-
neffe , and a thing vvhich befits not a Palpit, bat 2
mins vvords muft be fvveet , and toothfome , and
" hee muft have atender hand over men whofoever
they be, bee they never fo praphane, Nay , 1 dare
fey. if the Devill himfelfe vvere here,hee muft not
bee troubled , Miniters maft lay bolfers under
megs heads,and fow pillowes under their elbowes,
that they may it eafily, and ot trouble drankards,
and adulterers,but let them bee ftillin their finnes,
aud folet them goe dovvn tohell,this is that which
the devilllaves, andtakes mueh contentin. And
itis ceruaine, if hee could prevaile, noother coarfe
thould bee takon up ; if 2 great man bee prefent;or
apa
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apatron thatvree looke for a living from,. ((if
my cares had pot heardit ) it: is Rrange to thiske
hovv they daube this over, Iftheirfinnes bee fo
grefle that all the Congregationwould cry thame,
if bee did not reproove them,what wvill they fay?
reproove you, we vvill not,vve dare not 5 but be-
feech you end defire you as every man bath hisin-
frmity,a word to the wife is fufficienr, % c.I blane
wy felfe fo facre as my bafe feare poffeflech mce 3
but brethren. vvhat veill become of preaching in
_corc'ufion ,if this may take no placein the hearss
ofpeople 5 and yet notyvithRanding all this , here
is one thing to bee confidered,if there bee burany
u,right hearted Minifter , or incere Chritian that

is more exatt than ordinary , whar vvill the carpall
Minifters doe? thoaghthey have mo reafon in the
text, poground in the Word to warrant them ;
thcezh they cacnot condemne a poore Chriltiza
ppon good grounds , yer they vvill invent nevy
vvayes vvreft the Texz to dithonour Gods
nasme , and sben inall bitrernefle they can , vent
themfelves agzinft faithll Chriftians , and con-
fcionable Miniflers : and hence the hands of the
vvicked are firengthened ,and the hearts of Gods
people are much daunted ; and the Gofpellof Iefus
Chrift prevailesnotin che hearts of fach as ic is
preachedanco, .

Marke the fevere command that the apoftle givas
his scholer Times!y, (2, Tim. 4. 1. ) Ichargetixs
beforeGod , and the Lird Iefus Chriff, whe :b-i Hdge
£he quick end the dead, preacl) she word , bee mflant in

08, €nd out of feafim, reprove, rebuke, (as it he had
faid ) the ftubborne heants of men neede this fpe-
cially , reprovsng , and therefore doing this , isthe
maine thing that God requires . and the maineend
for which the word fetvl-;s. Sharp repreofes m

3
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- found Chriftians. Titus 1 .13. He that heales overly,
hures more than hee heales ; Are therenot many to
bee humbledrand are there not many lufts raigning
in the hearts of men and vvomen?Let us therefore
throvv avvay this fhamefull hiding, and make our
Miniftery knovva to the foules of thofe to vvhom
vve {peake, :

Obje&. But fome vvill objeét againft this preach-
ing , thatitis nothing but the rathneffe of mens
{pirits, akind ofrayling that fits not a Palpit.

Anfw, To this I anfovere, the Prophets of
God ever afed and praifed it; & the holy dpeftles
vvhich vvere infpired inan extraordinary meafure
of the fpirit,did imitate Chrift,and his Prophéts :
and God commanded Efay to lift up bisvwics , ws s
frumpet and shew my people thelr tranfgrefisons, and the

é of Laceb thei, .

That is, tell the dronkard and adulterer of their
finne. Did Chrift and his Apoftes raile ? Arethefe
men onely vvife ? Oh fearefull ! that the foules of
men fhonld befo defperatly tranfported againft the
truth of God,you that have had any fuch thoufhts
againft the povver of God , in the Miniftery of the
Word, repent , and pray , shatif it bee pofiible the
vvords of your mouthes , and theugl-2s of your bearss
may be ﬁf iven. The A{;)ﬁla » and Chrit himfelfe
ufed:t isEind of teaching : ¥¥oe utko you Scribes
and Pharifiesy AQs 8.2 2. feven times together, if
Chrift had novy lived, you vvould havefaid , hee
had railed : Oh ! Teell {ou thisisthe nexe
finne to the finne againft the holy Ghoft.

Obel. But fecondly , th ogic&. in thisla@®
age of the vvorld there isa difference to be put; it
is true,if men vvere not tanght, this vvere neceflz-
¥y, but novv in thefe times of knovvledge vvhat
necdsall thisadoe? all thofe troables & reprooﬁ:: ?

T vvhat,
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vvhat, ﬂulfvve make men to bee chamlings:,. to-
miacetheir meat for them ? no 4 fet theirmear, fet
the vvord before them, and they are vvife enoagh
totake theirmear , and to apply the Word to
themfelves. . : )
wAnfy. Yconfefle it is troe, -the Lord ( bleffed
be his name) hath:made hi¢ vvord more evidently
knowvoe then formerly-,- and yet there is a great
deale of knovvledfe vvanting in the moft fort of
men ; nay, I can fpeake it by experience, that the
meaner ordinary.-fort of people, it is incredibleand
mconceiveable, vwhat Ignorance is among them =
Nay, I wvillbe bold ¢0 juftifie it,thathee that
thinkes himfelfe the vvifeft in underflanding,if yve
come home tohim by yvay of examination , yvee
fhall make it knovvne to him,that he knovves litde
or pothing of yhich he thould 8 oughit to knovv:
But imagine men had- the knowledge of the:
Wotd, thatisnot themsine end of preaching , to
inflroét men : but to vvorke upon their hearts.
When aman hath taughe. men wwhat they thould.
doe, heeis bat cometo thevvalls of the Caftle;
dhe fore is in the heare, che @ vvorke of the
Mini&uxis to pull dovene thevvills of men , that
Eknove che sath of Ged,and beld it wnrighseoufeffe::
Nay, they that doe koovv it , hovv dull are they in-
the perforimahices of thefe duties God calls forat
theirhai¥ds,fo that vve had not onely need to mince
their meat forthem ; ‘but evento put itintotheir
mouthes ; nay’, they fleepe vvith meat in their
mouthes :- I appeale 0 you thatare inlightned in-
thic knovvledge of the troth: doe yon not find dule
nefle of mind ,.and in difpofedne(fe of fpirit in the
mrmmces of thofe duties God cals for at your
? Itvvasfpoken by a reverend Divine,that
tie freelt horfe needes fomtimes a fpur to l’g;:"
- . K3 .
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him forvvard : © 1fay, " thebeft Chriftian needs

afharpreproofe, to prick him forvvard in a Cheie ‘

ftian.courfe.

3. Obieid. But thirdly , if resfon cannot pre.
vaile,thoy dafh this preaching oat of cosntenance,
and {2y, When men.vwvane mateer, then they ran-
fack mens confciences, and apply unto them their
patticalar Ganes, 8 fothey make np their Sermons,

Anfw, 1 anfvvere ; then onr Saviour Lefous Chri,

vvaoted matter,he prefeth theit fanhsto the Sog- -

bes and Pharifes " feven times wfdm s nay in the
8xt of Zoin he prefleth one trath nie times » his
aime.and end yvas, namely,that he vvas she bread.
life-. he follovweth it,and-{enleth it on them.Nove
in thefe mens fadgements, C hritt vvanted mareer,
heehad not veherevvith to fpend the rime, ang
therefore hee fpake to the hearts of men, and came
home to theirconfeiences : but to fay the trath,the
ground of their cavillsthat are caft againft this kind
of preachiog , is , becanfe this troublesske hearts
of thofeto yohom vve ffoake, and brings vexaion
ta the foules:, Doe vve vrast matrer for oor preas
ching? po , hut thiskfay , jtisan eafle mascer for
any man to obferve muzuouof atext, sud to
By forih a point , this is an- eaffe thing for any
oos that hath.a judgement inlightmed in the Sctip-
tare;; but fora Minifler of God in thevverke of
examivation , to drive. the fouke of a carnallman ro
afland, that lie cannot efcape ; to make bim goe
avvay and hang the wings,in fomuch tht the loate
thall be humbled , or élfe -avvay and foarle s
she tfuth , and reproofe delivered s Or for aman
® uphold a foule in the time of trouble , to come
fortic, and taKe avvay all doubrs, 1 fay thisis the
hardeft matter fora Minifter to accomplith undes
. the Spone.. . )

. . 3 VR,



for CHRIST. 67
" 3. Pfe. Thirdly, thisthould Rirreup the Heants:
of all the people of God, to fet anedge on their
affe@ions , 1o defire this manver of teaching , and’
vvhen God maketh his truth thus knovese to ns,
vvee fhould fabmit te the povvertherof, You have
mof need of this; and there is moft profit in chis ;
& therefore vour heerts ought to be more intarged’
to the coveung and fubmitting theteto.

([ How to profis in hearing the Worde
. preached. )

And therefore youthat are hearers,faffer me to
provoke yoa to it;vvhen the rime conres that yon
are rospproach to the hoafe of God . pray unto
the that bee vvill dire& you , and- that the

MiniRter may come home to your hearts, brin
your hearts to the Worde', as the people di
their facrificesin the ole-Lavv; they brongke
them, and laid them on ‘the Altar, that the Pricf
mighe kill them, and divide them . So bring
your hearts under the povver of Iefus Chrift, that
.they may be cutand divided, thatyon may bee let
blood in 1he right veine, thar your.corroptions
may bee fubdoed that they may have their deaths-
wvoand given them 3 takenp shat refolation of
the Prophet David, Iwillheare what the Lord feirh
tomy foule. Pfal. ;8.8. I vvillnotheare vhatthe
Levit faich to the tier, ot to the Commons ;
butl vvill feevvhat the Lord faith to mee. Oh (fay .
fome) the Minifter fpeakes Home to. fuch 20ne, he
rouched him to thequick : Whacis thatto thee 2
Will nother mans falve- core.thee ? therefore la-
bouar thattheLord may aimehomc to thy parti<
cular, that the Lord may falve thee, and cut thee 5
and Gave thee , for thy everlating corafort,
¥ouare vyife forshe tbil;xgs of this life.you?.ﬂl .
4 e
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bee content to part yvith any thing that may pro.
care your cotnfort : if 4 father vvere novvon his
deathbed making his vvill, every child vvonld
thinke, vvhat doth my Father give me? And if &
man bee biddentoa Feaft,hee is not content onely.
tohave the meat fet before him » bat ifthe Magter
of the feaft wvill carve forhim, he vvill take ic
kindly. Every faithfoll Minifteris the father of the
pl{ , and they are his children , they are the
get:vvuds of the Lords houfe,and give to every one
their portion , terrour,to vvhom terrour belongs ,
and comforry to vvhom comfort belongs.
Therefore,vvhen you come intothe congrega~;
tion , and fee the Minifter giving and partingto
every one hisdoale, reproofe here,and inftrudtion
there; looke up to heaven 4 and labour to get fome-
oty S el vl o il
another caufe, fomeths me, Lotd, ing for
mee, inftrn&@ mee, reprove mee, make knovne my-
finnes, and difcover my abominations.

When the dainties of falvation are diftribyting ,.
youthat areat thelover end of the Table , thould
thinke vvith your felves » vvill the difh never *
come to the lovver end# Oh that the Lord wonld
novv guide the Minifter, to lay hishand on the
fore of this curfed infidelity of minde? Qh,that the
Lord vvould knocke dovvne that finneof mine-

. this day ! .

And if thy heart bee any. vvhit inlightned and
touched , thou vvilt be much coutented and com=
forted, as David faid to Abigasl, vwhen fhee came
to diffvvade him from going againt Nabel to
deftroy him , thefaid , Vpon me, ny Lerd, be thisinse
g"l]. 2 Sam. 24.25. Why ? Blefed be God ( faith

avid ) 2hat feng thee this day to mees mee, and ble)
beeshy comfell, which hath kept mwes dhis day frems
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comming to » and avengin, e, .
So’:‘if thon haft agoodheart , !\fonmvvilt not
avvay repining and fretting at the Word, and
, the Minifter meant mee , and croffcth mee 2
Take heed of this temper of heart, and if God be
pleafed to carveout to any man thofe particular
fruits that concerne his good s avvay, & blefle
the Lord , and fay , Bleffed be his geed werd,and his
oore fervant that mer this day veith my finnes ,
Fnevet obferved that pride , I never obferved that
malice, I never difcovered that carelefneflfe. What
became of Chrift I cared not,vvhat became of his
Minifters I refpected not : vwhat became of his
rame I regarded not , bat the Lord fhevved me
oy fintes, & blefled bee God for that good vvorke
-wvhich hath beene communicated to my foule
by hisfervant,

[ A naughty bears difcovered. ]

Andobferve this, fo farreas the heart isfeare-
full that the Minifter thould meet voith hisfins , fo
farre the heartis naught : Nay, ifit bee thus ,if

our confcienes teftifie againft you , that you are
La. to have your finnes dealt roundly vvithall 5
you thinke the Minifter fhould be milde,and not
ufe fuch bitter reprehenfions,and fharpe reproofes:
I befeech you, thinke of it ferioufly , youdeale
wvith your finnes in this kind as Devid did vvith
A4bfaln : vwhen loab vvasto goe out , he gives him
charge tow/s him kindly and gently, that is,doe not
l;;&lcnhm :‘D:; {ake ‘I;_im p?{onet”;, t,l,::t wvas his
) or my fake with ¢ man
Rt s S 60 4 -
Doef thou deale {o withthy finsithon vvouldeft
have the Minifter deale kindly vvith drunckennefle
and adoltery , andmlicep. Xoe notkilldmn::l}r;
s .
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wefle but onely take him prifoner , keepe him i,
teforme the outvvard face of dronkenne(fe, that
vvee may not be druoken inthe opén ftreetes. bur
magorner , and {0 that men may not feveare at
everyturne , but vvhen they come among gentle-
men, that they doe it canningly.
The cafe is cleare , thy fou'e,if itbee of this
" temper y itnever hated fime , it never forrovwved
- for finne.itnever found the vvord of God vvorking
wpon it for the fubdaing of finne.

[ How to know whesher wee base finne, ]

Imagine there vyere atraytor or rebell come
into the Tovwne, that fonght to take avvay the
Kingslife , nay , foppofe hee vvereihy enemy o
thelike,vvill any obe fay thatman hates an enemy,
that canoot endure to have an enemy difcovered ,
attached , and brought to execution ? No fare ,
buzhee loves him , he covers him hee hides him,
-and vvould nor have hira knovwne , hee is 2lovee
of attaytor, and 2 traytor himfelfe : elfe vvhy dbe
you harboura traytor; you cover him that hee
€annot come to judgement, and therefore you are
afriend unto him : fo iris in this cafe; Canft
thoufay that thou hateftfin, thou hateft malice .
and coveroufnelle, and loofenefle, and prophia-
pefle ; andin the meanctime , thy foule fasch ,
1 cannot endure thatthe Minifter thould difcover
thefe, I cannot endure that liee thould atvach
them, and arre(t my foule for my covetonfneffe, &
adaleery,and the like? My heart rifeth,and I would
Sover it,and hide it ; nay, I canbeare it out fome-
times, and fay , che traytor is nothere, Ism not
the drunkard, Iam not the adulterer youtalke of;
bac if the Minifter will purfoe thy foule,then thou
fhutteft the doore sgaintt bim ; i:beethns:ids

. thee,

{
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thee , 1 tell thee, thou art a fricad to the trageor ,
thou never hatedft thy finne, thou wert never yec
bronght to a trae fight or forraw for it.
vee will now proceede : when they bard this ,
fzich the text, the Word in the Originall carrieth
a continmall a@, when-they had ‘heatd., there was
notan end, but the fting of the Word did fill fick
in theirhearts.when they walked on the way,tba
founded in their eaves , Tbuve crucified the Lord of
kife . and when they lay downe, thet came into
their mindes , I have fhedthe blood of the Lord ,
and when they arofe, this was their fir thonghe ,
Thave confented therennto, and imbrcw:g my
therein, this fieck upon the (pirits of them'y
and the fing of thetruth would notaway, bue
afeer theyhad heard it , itremained Rill in theis

hearts.

Do, ThedoBrineis this , That ferious medi-
tation of oar finnes by the word of God, isafpe--
ciall meanes to breake our hearts for our finnes.

.:g%r they bad beard, ( this notes a continuall
ion, ) the uuth of God fill Ruckin their fo-
mackes, thearrawes of God would not out ,the
Apefile fhot fome fecret thot into their foules,
which came home to their hearts & confciences
when sbey hoard this : thatis, the mafing and me-
ditating, and pondering of this, whea they could
hold no longer, they could beare no mote» but
came to the Apofiles, and [uid 5 whas shall wee doe 2
Sometimes God brings aman into the Churchto
earpe at the Minifter , and to fee what hee may
have againtt him : now ifthe Lord Riog thecon-
fcience ofthat man , hee wiltheare yon all the
wecke after,and fay Me thinkes I fee the man 8ill,
bee aymed atme, hee iniended mee , and me”
thinkes , I hme;ie word Rill fonnding in , mine
)
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eares .l:;;eis alwayes meditating onthe woed in
this kinde. .

A ferious meditation offinne difcovered by the
word., is a fpeciall meanes to pierce the for
the ame : when David (Pfal.3 7. ) had confide-
red the glory of wicked men, how their cyes fta=
redour with fatnefle , and they had more than
heart could wifh,and who but they in the world 2
they were not troubled, they were not molefted ;
then hee thonght they were the onely men in the
world , when hee had confidered and mufed of
this, it piercad his foule.and hee wasvexed with
ft, this went to the very intrailes of him , and
thercfore that place is mervailous pregnant.It was
the meanes whereby Lat was fo touched with the
?bominations h:t;&dm s that r}hteom mandwel.

ing among t » in feing and hearing , vexed his
righteous fouls from day to day with their un ul
deedss 2 Per.2.8. Mauyfaw and heard befides Loz,
and yet were not vexed , but he vexed himfelfe ,
that is, the meditation of thofe evills,and brin
them hometo his foule, vexed him and trongizg
him, and the wordisa fine word , implying two

things.
[ Two things inthe word. ]

Firft, the fearch, and examinationof athing..
Secondly, the racking and vexing, 2 man a
thetriall : So it was with Let , hee obferved all
the evils, he weighed them, and pondered themse
and then hee racked his foule, and vexed himfelfe
with the confideration of them; the fame word
that isufed herefor vexing , isufed in the mateer
of aflorme, the text faith - The ship was toffed wish
2he waves : Mat.14. 244 So meditationdoth toffe
the foule with vexation, [twas the praife of the
* Church ,
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Church, R wotne affl illion thewormeweed
andthe Gall, myfonic hash them sn remembrancs , axd
b bambled sn e : Lamen. 3, 19.20. In remem-
bring I bred, for o the oeiginall huth it , 1
remembred all my miferies and ,and
finoes that were the caufe thereof ; thacis , 1
mufed and meditated thereof. And what followes?
the heare was buckled and bowed thereby, and
was broken in the confideration thereofs

Queff. Batyou will fay, whatdoe you mesn
by this mafing and meditating ;

oAsfw. | anfwete, meditation fsnothing elfe ,
buca fet&ed::hcife ﬁ:ftll‘xe mind for lfhebe tther
inquiry of a » for the effeing of the heart
herewith, T

t]
[ What medisation is. ]

1. There are fonre things to bee confidered in
it; Firfk,it is an exercifeof the mind : it doth no
barely clofe with a truth , and aﬂnehend it , and
aflent uneo it, and there refh,bae itlookeson every
fide of the truth. Itisafine ptrafe of Davids , T
sheughs upon my wayes , and turned my foet intothy
sofimanies. P(al, 119. § 9. It is taken from curious
words , which are the fame on'both fides; they
that work them, muft often turne them on ey
fide, fo it was with the Prophet David , Iturned
my wayes upfide downe , and looked every way

on them. And {oagaine , Many shall runte tco and
&n +» andknowledge shall bes encreafed. Dan, 12, 4,
unne too and fro, what is that?It is not the bodily
removing of the man , fo much as the bufie Rirring
of the minde fiom one truth to another ; it proe
pounds one, and gathers another, fo chat it fees
the whole filvage of the truth. lltel:{e to CO'“P":G
3 1 g men goe the
meditation to petmbnhnoz; +Whent ﬁ
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bounds of the Petith, aver every part of

O ot B ot o 8 he

Ke’nmbullﬁcn ofthe coﬁ:;; tl;‘eefodeﬁokz:
ow fare finne goeth, & confiderst ithment

ofit, and the plfga thum‘hmmesuu it,

andthe vilenefle of it. -

Secondly , it is a fetled ewercife of the minde o
it is nota fudden flath of 2 mans conceit upon the
€adden ; Batit dwels and ftaics vpon a truth, it
fettles againe 8¢ againe,upon that it hath beftowed
it felfe: Whenaman js deepe in meditation upon
athing, beeneither feeth not heareth any other
thing, clfethe fireame of theheart isnot fetled
wpoa the truth conceived. )

Aman that hath beene offered an fm&-‘;{ by
another, when hee eatesand walkes, fill hee
thinkes of hisinjuary ; his heart isfetled on it: So
your hearts ought to be on thetruth. The Mpoftie
to Timathy (alth ; Continne in the things thew
boarped : 2 Tim. 3. 14.the word inthe originall is,
Be inthem;that is, lat amans minde bee moulded
into the truthe

Thirdly,it is a fetled exercife for two ends;fie
to make a farcher ingquiry of the trmth: and fe.
condly, to make the heastaffe@ed therewith; fos
this is the natare of meditation , not to fetele it
felfe upona thing knowne ; bat it would eithes
know more in thofe truthesthat are fobjeQed to
i1, oz elfe labours to gather fomething fcom them
It iswith thetruth , as ‘it is with a man which
gocth into the houfz,and pulls thelacchywhen hee
was withoot , hee might feethe aut-fide of the
houfe, but heeconld not fee the roomes within ,
noleflehee drawesthe larch, and comesin, and
goe aboutthe houfe, meditation pulls che latch of
shetruth,and fees, thisis my finne , this il;}leu:

€ .
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cmfe , here is the mifery , thisis the plague : and
thus meditation fearcheth $mo every comer of
the truth. .

4. Laltly.meditation laboors to affet theheart,
ot onely toknow a thing , but tobring ithome
tothe foule , thefé sl ings are fo , know st forthy good's,
Iob 5.S0 when a man hath viewed all,and confide-
redall, then meditation brings all tothe hearr, aod
labours to affe@ the heart therewith , this is thae
which brings forrow and compun&ion for finne (2
fetled exercife of the heart thar meditaets on Onnes
that makes inquiry after them ; and the groands
are two,and very remarkable. .

1. Ground.

The fift is, this meditarion makes all 2 mans
finnes , andany truth belonging theranto more
powerfully andplainely to bee bronght home unto
the hearr. It is 1the a&ion of the underftanding
when 2 man doth gather all reafons, end mofters

force of arguments , and Lbours topreffe the

e, and lay them heavy upoo theheart, and
bring it ander the power of the trath. Itis with
ation as it is with uforers thae will grate
ﬂmen » and grinde the faces of the poore , and
the blood of the needfy, they will exe¢ vpen
men , and'take ufemponafe; they will not
cootented to take the principall, batthey will
have confideration for all the rime,untill they have
fucked the blood of 2 poore man that is under fuch
a muckworme : A poore man couldbe content to
the principall , but to exa&afe opon ufe , this
ills him : So do:h meditation , it exacts & flayeth
the foule of 2 poore Gnner , yon have- commit-
ted adultery i a corner , but you fhall not focanty
it away , This you did aé-in« the knowledsa»:
p 2 v
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‘God revealed , againft many mercies received ,
againft many judgements threatned,againft checkes
of coafcience , againft mat:Ki:owes and promifes
remembred : and,[tem for this,and, Item for that ,
and thus meditation opprefleth the foule : But then
the foule will fay,happily it is but a trick of youth,
or it ismy infirmity : No , no , faith meditation ,
this hath beene your courfe from time to time
continually , that hath been your haunt , ithath
beene b: riveuﬁd ootgﬁpdon that hath ﬁwi npoa
our bones , and wi to your grave withyou,
-!nd it willbring you g:ehell. Bat then the ¥od=
faith, I will repent: No ,no, faith medication,
our heart is hardened in thisione, youhaves
‘eart that cannot tefent nor yeeld , the word of
God workes not , it prevailes not , the Minifter
hath flung hell fire in your face , and told you, that
no drunkard , nor adukerer fhall goeto heaven,
and yet you goe away no more moved then the
feate wherenpon yon fate , you have continued in
finne , and are hardened in finne.

Thusmarke how meditation exa&s ufe upon
ufe : Bat then 1he foule replies, I will goetothe
Word , and waite upon the meanes, and it may
bee the word will prevaile.

No, faith meditation, you have defpifed the
Word , and God will takes away his Word from
l?l; or youfrom his Word, or his blefling from

the

What, is ita matter of infirmity ? No,it is your
continuall courfe. -

And you repent, No you cannot , you cannot ,
youare hardened,

And you hope the Word will worke upon you,
No, no, itiscarfed untoyou. Thos meditation

‘exa&s ufe vpon ufe, untilithe blood ofdwfc;k
e
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bee up. Meditation breakesthe foule ,and”
layeth waight upon the foule, in this cafe. It'iss

remarkable of Peter , when our Saviour
told him, thar before the Cock crew twice , hee
thoold deny him thrice , the text faith , V7hen the
Cock crew the fecond titme,Peser remembredsl.e words
of our Saviowr , and west oo , admh‘mvz;:he
Word in the originall is this, the holy man heaped
ol the cirmamftances together,and reafoned thus,
the Cock crowes , now I remember the words of
Chrift : Ob what a wretch am I, that fhoald
fuch a Mafter that called me; focha Mafter as
me, fuch a Mafter as was mercifull unto mee !
when I never aw my felfe , nor my finnes, hee
ked mee out from my finnes : £tis that Mafter
I have denicd , hee came to doe me good ,. and t0
fave me , andI have denied him : Nay,enen at &
dead lift: if ever I thould have defended him» I
fhould have defended him now ;if ever I ftood for
him, I fhould have ftood for him now, but to deny
my Mafter,and forfweare him,that I fhonlddoe ir,
an Apoftle, beloved; an Apoftlethus honoured,
that X thould doe it , when1 profeffed the con-
trary, what?fucha Mafter denied by mee, fuch an
fpoftle, atfuch atime, before fuch perfons , and
forced to it by fach a filly mayden? All thefe finfull
cir »the manner of them ,. the natureof
them, the haynonfnefle of them , the holy Apoftie
laid all thefe to his heart,and his heart funke under
thefe circumftances thus gathered together , and
bea weut st and waps bittesly.

Looke asit is 1o warre,were there maoy fcores
that came againft an Army, they might be conque-
red, or many hundreds mightbee refifted,but if
many choafands thould l;::m apainta frlil ;‘mg it:

i oOvercome, cditatiomn
-da bein dangerto g o Teadah
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leadeth as it were an army of arguments, an srmy ‘
of curfes,, and miferies ,and :’udgements . alﬁdnh |
the foule, how ever one y ot plague will not
downe , but 2 man may brooke it 5 and goe away
with it , yer meditation brings anarmy of argu. -
ments , and tells the fonle , God is sgainft
where-cver thouart, and what-ever thou doft. And
then the heare begins to cry out as Ebasha’s fervant
- did, Mafter,what shall I doe ? what ? fo many finnes,
andfomany judgements denounced, and thall fall
npon me for them # Lord ,how , thai I doe? how
ghall 1 bee deliveréd from thefe , and pardoned for
thefe ? thus meditation brings home fin more
powerfully to the Leart.

Tie fecond argument is this : as mediution
brings in allbills afacconnt; foit faltens finne )
the confciences of thofe to whom the waed of
God is fpoken , in (o much that the foule cannot
suake efcape from the truth delivered,and from the
jndgements of Goddenounced againgt him:Some-
times when.men heare the Word and threatnings
deoounced , thentheir heartsare touched , sad
they goe away refolved , not tocommit finne as
they have done : But when they are gone,it wotks
not, bat the heart recoyles againy and goeth to its
former cousfe.The reafon is, bzcaufe you meditate
not on the Word.

Ieiswith the Word es with a falve , ifaman
have never fo gooda falve , which willhdpea
fote infoure and twenty houres , if a maa thalldoe
rnothing bue lay this falve to the wound and ke it
off it would nevet healethe wonod, % no wonder:
~why? he will not let it lie on:ihe beft falve undes

.beaven will not heale afore, and eate out a core
‘tuption , unleffe it bee boundon, andletlie : So
it1swith the geod word of God: many afouie

heareth
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hesreth the word of God, and his heart is touched
for his fione, and his confcience begins to bee
awakened; but when hee goeth ourof the Church
all is gone , hisaffe@tions die, andhis heatt dies,’
and his confcience is not tonched: nowonder,you-
will not holdthe word to your fonles , youhreare:
finne, and nothears it : you will fee finne, and not
apprehendit and thereforeit is, that the Word
over- not your corruptions: Doe you thinke
the falve will worke when you keepe it noton ?
'The Word of God is the falve, conviltion of Con-
fcience is like the binding onof the falve , medi-
wdonislikethe binding ofit to the fore;remember
thetench which rouched thee firft, andikeepe that .~
-on,}et nothing take it-away from tliey minde,hokd
thatgood word clofe to thy foule , and it will
mthy heart in the very fame temper, afier the

y thereof ; asit wasin the delivery. Ths
Apoltle Zowes.Cap.1.3. ¢ . comparesa flight hearer,
to-a man that lookes his face in a glaffe flightly ,.
1has forgets himfelfe whatvifage hee had,but faith,
Who fo looketh into the law of liberty , and con-
tinaeth therein, hee being nat aforgetfull liearer ,
but a doer of the Word , this men fhall be blef.
fedin his deedes: the Law of Liberty isthe Law
of-God , And this Law being a glafle .-yon moft
not onely heare,and bee gone, & {lighc and negleét-
it, but-yon muft continue-in-looking , and then-
you:fhailfee the complexion of your finnes', and
the vileneffe of your corroptions : -when the
dronkard heaterth the bafene(fe of hisfinnes, and
the adulterer the bafenefle of: his abominations ,
‘they looke chemfelves flightly in-the glaffeof the
Law ; Bat they muft carry away the glaffe with
shem , and looke themfelves fill,and theadakerer
suuft 3y, 1am a prophane creature, 3 my hearr iy
. G4’ pollued,



8o The Soules preparation
salluted.m{ confcience defiled , and my foule har-
ened,and I thall bee damned : if a man ‘thould thus
looke , and view his finnes ,. and carry away the
glaffe with him continually, hee would fee his life
10 ugly , and his heare fo bafe , that hee could noc
beable tobeareiit, Ifthe pills bee never fo bitver,
yetif aman fwallow them foddenly , there is no
great diftate,but ifaman chawa & » itwillmake
aman deadly fick,becaufeit is againt the natare of
it: fo our finnes are like thefe pills.they goe downe
fome whatpleafently,becanfe wee fwallow downe
our oathes and prophaneffe,, and our malice , and
contempt of God and his ordinances,and wee make
it nothing at thereligion of God, and the profef-
forsof it : youfwallow down pilsnow , but God
" will make you chaw thofe pills one day, and then
they will be bitter: Though the fwearer fwallowes
downe his oathes oow , yetatlaft the Lord will
* make him remember , that hewill not holdhim
guiltleffe, butarraingne him at the day of judge.
ment 2 and make him cry guilty at the barre, and
againe will make you chaw over your malice : you
hated the Lords Word , and the worke of his Spi«
rit ; and this will condemne yous
Aiaiue.medimion doth befetthe heart of 2 man,
that he cannot efcape, wherefoever hee is, medita-
tion brings thofe &eings to his mind , endthe pla-
es duethreunto, fo that hee cannot efcapethe
int thereof. It isthe nature of our owne hearts .
shat wee are loath to read our owne deftivy, which
will bee our bane and confufion : meditation calls
over thethoughts of a man, tells him theseafons
are good, the arguments found,the Scripture plaine,
thy finnes evident. Confcience ,. you knowit;
therefore heert you muft doe it, (faith meditation; )}
take heede of dronkennefe, faith meditation i yx
€a
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heird what the Minifier f2id ; thefe.things are
.agaioft God , and the wrath of God is ﬁm ont
ageint you for thefe finnes ; thefe will ous
-bane,and will bring you 1o everlafting defirodtion.
Aod when meditation doth thus yawle atthe
heart , the mind fill mufing , and the heart fill
pondering of finne, at laft it is weary , therefore
unbardened therewith: the iffae of the argoments
is this,if meditation brings in finne mote power-
full , more plainely to the foule ; if it be that,
‘Which binds and fafieneth it , and fetleth it upon

the foale ; then the point is cleare,, that ferious
medication of finne 15 a fpeciall meanes to bring
-afoule to the fight and forrow for finne.

Ve 'Tﬁmﬁd 1fie be;lro, {;ha medi-
tationis t and profitable , for contri-
tionof the heart, and fo to bring in confolation
so the hearr; then what thall wee thinke of thofe
men thag are unwilling to praife this duty? vay,,
wWhat fhall wee thinke of that untowardneffe of

cheart which isin us againft the commana of this
duy? It falls mervailons heavie upon us all more
orleffein chiskinde: for wee are mervailous guilry
in this kinde ;aman had as good to bring a :
tothe ftake, asacarnall heart to the confideration
of hisowne wayes ; much more loath is hee to
xondu feriooflly, and medirate continually vpon
is finnes 3 nay , men are fofarre from mufing of
.their finnes ; that they difdaine this praife, and
fcoffe at it. What, Zy they , ifall were of your
minde, what thould become ofus# fhall wee al-
wayes bee poring on our corruptions? fo wee may
bap to ranne mad , if wee wete of your opinion =
thus we flighe and putitoff, and trampleon this
daty , which is fo profitable : the ewill not
weditateonhisfinnes , he hath no : the :I;ed;
Gs
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they need itnot: the wicked dare not: and fomo
man will in this cafe. What , fhall aman et his
foule on a continuall racke } ( fay they ) t:thalla
man drive himfelfe toa defperateftand,and trouble
himfelfe anprofitably 7 cannot men keepe them-
felves well when they are well? this is the courfe
and frame of theworld, and wee may cemplaine
of this carelefle and heedelefle age , as Teramwiah
didof his time , Noman repentezh him of b wic-
kedueffe | (aying , VV ]t have I donedler 8.6 . There
is no queftion , no fearching, no mufing: no man
faith, thefe aremy finnes, thefearemy wayes: no
man lookes over his courfe and converfation ,- hee
doth niotapprehend his finne ; and that is the rea-
fon wee heare no humbling, of no ting : but
every man runncth intofinne, as the horfe rufheth
intothe bartell , henceit is, that there are fo many
uncleane beaftsin the Arke. In theold Law , if
there were any beafts that chewed not the cud ,
hee was counted uncleane : the chewing of the
cul is ferious meditation ofthe mercies of God ro
comfort us, and of our finnes, to humble ns:
there are marr{l ungodly perfons in the bofume of
the Church, that mufe not of their finfull wayes ,
the Prophet leremiab, faith; VVere they afhamed when
8..¢) had commusted abominations ? 1ér. 8, 12. nay,
they werenot at allathamed , neither could they
biuth; hee addsreafon in the eleventh vetfe, Tkey
oould net beesfhamed: why ? becaufe they cry,
peace , peace., letthe Minifter {peake what hecan,
and denoance what judgement he will , they pro-
mife themfelves peace ,and quietnefle , they cone
- fider not their wayes, and therefore their hearts
are not difqaieted therewith , nor tronbled atthe
confideration thercof; nay , shere are many that
&ounz it an excellencic , a canning skill , if they
can
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ean drive sway, and fhake off the fight of finpe ¢
if they can put out the meditation of any thing the
e oF sl am "ﬁ."“.:‘.i;'é‘:?&i‘:f‘ﬁ i o
piece of sand what ves,
would have othersdoe alfo : but lhe,ythug
will notfee , nor confider , nor meditae of their
Ginnes,the truthis,they fhall fee them, #s the Lord
faith by Efay 26. 11. Vhenthyhend & ifted up ,
shey will netfae htv:'ly S hall fes andbes af bamed 3
$o1 fay, you thatvvill not fee your finnes, bus
fay, Wk a: needsall this Ricre ; let the Minifter fay
vvhat he vvill, thall vwee be madmen , to be trone
bled, & fhail yve be fooles , to be difquieted vvith
the confideraion of our finnes ? » youwvill
not mudeupon your fanes novv,butthe time wvill
come ., that theLoed vvillfer all your finnes in ore
:; hembeﬁreyon.andyon fhallnt be able tolooke

them.

And hence itis, that yvhen manhath lived vvic-
kedly all his mdcomatohlreonhisdmh-
bed, then all hisfinnes come to hisremembrance,
and then coofcience flies inhis face, and fayes,
here is a cup for 2 drumkard , and for an adulterers
novy hee nothing bat finne , and hell, and
damnation,dae to him for his Ginoe , and then he
cries ont , is damned. Youmight have feene
fomething before then : if you hadfeene them
tabee humbled for them , yon thould never have
{feene them to bee damned for them. 1fthere bee
bat any occafion of bafenefle offered 10 the vievy
of the drunkard , vvhich vvay doth hee not ufe to
ﬂ;"‘“‘ his carnalldelights ? and fhall the drun.

and prophane vvretch be fo eager in lingerin
sfter fin, that heemay commit it, and be damnec
forit, and fhall nota man fo labourto fee his
iniquities , that hee may bee humbled for ‘;:}em

ore
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before God, and receive mercy from God in the
pardon of the fame? Shallthe reprobate hale jud-
gements ontheirfoules , and bend all their medi-
gationsthat vvay , and fhall not they that defire to
fee God inglory doe the fame ? '

_ 2.Vfe. The fecond ofe is for inftru@ion: fromthe
former do&rine delivered, vve may colle®t, that
loofe.vaine , joviall company , is l:greateﬁ hine
deranceto preparation for Chrift ,and the greatef®
obfacle to the vvorke of grace that can bee poffi -
ble : this is not forced , but follovveth clearely
i‘rum fogw former truth inthis manner: for thas

reafon:

‘That conrfe vvhich takes apyay themind from |

mufing, andthe nnderftanding from meditating
onhisevill vvay , that courfeisthe greateft hic-
derance of the heart being hombled , andfitced
fot the Lord, for meditation brings in contrition,
and that prepares,the heart for S,ﬁa : bue
joviall company,and ryotting perfons, thereis no-
thing under heaven that takes off the minde more
from mufing, and the underftanding from vvaigh
ing a mansevill throughly, therefore this mufi
Bdecdes beea mervailous impediment , andhinde-
rance to thofe that endcavour tu vvalke upts
before God in any meafure , Amas6. §, Tre.re are
tules of their revaldry fet dovene, they throft and
put avvay the day of the Lord farre from them
that is the firt lave xhez make, the firft flatate they
ena& , thinke not o

not of jodgement novv, but come (fay they) caft
care avvay, fling avvay and catheere thofe me-
Iancholly imaginations : yvee have many fallings
let ns not therefore bee ponderingof them , and
make our felves fo much the more miferable, this
day fhall bee as yefterday,& to motrowas to day,

finnenovv, and meditate
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#@forrow nor jadgement, no finne now confide.
red. And this is remerkable,and if a poore foule in
thatdrunken diftemper thould bee fmirten bythe

. hand of God ', and d fuggeft thefe words to’
. his dranken compagions; Wee are all here merry
- and jolly, and lecour hearts in delighe , but for
all ins, God will bring us to judgement,the cyes
of God feeth our now drinking and bezeling,and
the eare of God heareth our blafphemies and
aring 1 énd for thefe wee fhall one day bee
i why, this thoald (poyle allthe f; resand
» they could not

g i oue o A e
-fling him. out

. on Kave had a fight o
finoe :B‘M.gze d%e. and hang xh‘igwing
alirtle, marke whet men doe,if they ean but once
geshim into theircompany, and make him fhake
. off thofe .wdmnoninhisﬁrmaconrfe.
fnocs, i bey oo 3L e, o0 bi

N m iepared for Chrift ; a
,&me‘iz is, that many a‘::g:: foule thae lnt?: had
the fire kindied,the terrour that the Loed hath les
Jo his foole , waald heve bumbled hisproud
“flomack, snd melted his flubborne heart, bt partly
deunkenniefle on theone fide , and metrineflecn
the foal might han b et whereby
. t have beene wrought 2
mmiu&;ieaag‘umn e&@m’ﬁu
-thinke ofir. Inywas the courle the Scriptare obfer..
.ved in ,Mng,%mch&{h.u.u- The
.ok q;::p_nttg. and their wives apart ., the
O Nathen apart, and their wivea:fnff
gy ot

w

e con R bal pacis bes s

»



' goe ahde by himfelfe , loofe occaficas and
‘occafions withdraw the minde,an plocke
foule from fecing the evill, and

beart with it. Therefore the Apotie Perer, a linde
bevond my text , whenhee faw the fewes wete
affe@ed with that hee had delivered, and (hat thele
Mmr:::he:, }vh&mb‘;v asl:::lﬁh;‘nw#

thoald ; heefaith , Seve ]

ﬁy s God hxh ,.n:w roached |
z:urhe-m. faffer not Satan by thefe wicked 1a-

of your harts 3 for your drooken “ﬂ" ale
’ Ikmhin elfe ,lznnboferaming fpokes
of by Chrift , that devoared thefeede thae
. theway fide; the fowle is the devill, thefeed
the Word of God ;now thedevill doth noe plack
this ouof the foule himfelfe alone ; bu often

86 The Sosles prtamion‘

h-

companions: By thefe the devill ofeth to plock ost
hisgoodfeedezmoftbehm; and thereforess
love your foules 5 foffer not your felvesswobee
ﬂmm thefe curfed wreches doe not
" fuffer them to fteale the worke of Gods fpiriz away,
which hee hath wrought in yoor hearts : chid
obferve to checke that carfed pradife of men,
who » when aman is troabled, fend him o play &
cacds, oc dice , orthelike , which is the
wmeades to hinder the worke of God in chelr

3. Vfo. Thirdly feeing meditation brings mere

wafloss comfort and profit to our fooles ?un

et T
t s ¢l et

and that with care and cod'denozy;:l laboero

perfoveroia th: performance theroof , 1beiesch
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you thinke of it, what is more ufuall in the world
then :hi:f,_ t'l::t c‘ri)eo thould make ﬁeigg:‘:nd mgtllxe
sccount of their finnes @ nay ,to upright
under' thofe execrable nb);minftoi:ns » whereof |
they ®and guilty before God, Looke as it was with

jopfoss ,he went away with the gates of Gag, and

., made pothingofthem , fothere are many , that
carrie the gates of hell pon their backes, as
dmd:amcfe and adultery, and yet they feare not,
wior are affrighred thereaty nay , owne fer-
wans,that defire to looke towards Zim, Is not this
complsine manytime? Icanoot fiode finne
my,l confefle the word difcovers it and reveas
3es ic, but 1 caonot bee troubled for & , 1 cannot
finde my foole burthened with ft : finne is not
he.viemom,hm!miaiuwnz eafily, and
snake 00 bones of the matter , though prond , and
Jeud . and carclefle, and ontovvard 5 yet my heart
is not » of the vveightof it: Let
Bidered o the svey Godreqtinesof ven e
wvay on )
csufe you veeigh ot and ndcrnocio(eevm
es you 8 before God, but you
e conent to fee them and flightthem ,
to rememberthem ? 1befeech you to tike
potice of ir.

Looke asitis vvith men inche vvorld,if five
bundred pound vveight be laid in the grouod , if
& mnem never plocke at it, hee thall notfecle the
weeightof its your finbes ate not many hundreds, '
baz many thos veéightsthe lesft vaine thoughe

youaever imagined,thelaeft idle word thatever you

uttered , are vveightenough toprefie your foules

dovwne into everlafting perdition , and therefore
msoy fanes, fo great , and fo conftantly com=~

mitced 5 sgainkt fo mclhhmvledge . isﬂz.ﬁ;
- 2
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many comforts, and encouragements, sgainffe
many vovves and proteftations, "are mach more
“heavie, and yet you feele them not ¢ the reafon
is,yon feethem nat , 'you vveigh notpride , you
vveigh oot malice , you vveigh not dead hearted-
nefle ; ifyouvvould vveigh them ferioufl s and
conlider’ of them thoroughly , yon- fiade
g:at* they wvere heavier than the fand onthefeas
ore,

Objef. But you vvill ﬁyibovv fhould vve come
to meditate on our fins atight , that vve may have
a:’ig‘ht/g.gh;_ and lfimow for ﬁml:cpoiu Uil dii.

«Anfiw. Tor the openi t ty .
coveér thrae'eiojfings $ Firﬁm.g Xe ground on vvhich
our ‘meditation muft bee raifed : Seeondly., the

. ?ﬁynd,ét 1lilov'v to folhl)va ail:d home to the lfnn e
urdly, hovy to put life and povver to it ,that ig
33 prevaile , lnf:vorke this blefled end in our
e, - T v )
Fri@, confider th:frouﬂds » vwhereupon medf.
tation muft bee raifed, and them I referre to thef
foure heads. - '

I.. GRovND.

‘Firft, labour to fee the merey,, goodnefle , andt
patience of God; that have beene abufed and deflpie
fed by that unkind dealing of ours , and that mer.
vailous catelefoeffe., inthofe daties God heth
tequired of us;the height of Gods goodoefie saus,

“layes out the height of all epr jniquities com-
iteed : The greatet the kindneffe-and merey- of
God is, the greater are our finneg , thay cfteeme:
not of this metcy , but abufe it, and defpife ies
Thisadds to our rebellions, this makes our finnes
®tafmeafure finfull , becaufe God hath beene out.
ofmeafare percifull, N e
N ' E There
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‘There are many fioes in one, vvhen a° mem
fmneth a%_ainﬂ many. mercies , and vvalkes noc.
veorthy of them : vyee may oblerve , that thigis
the courfe that God takes to breake the heartsof
the Ifraelites,vehenthey had negleted his vvayess
and broken his commandements , vvhat vvashis
meffage, vwhen the Lord-humbledche people,and
brake them kindly ? Iade2. TReLord 5 by the
Angell, thus fpeakes, I madeyou to goe out of
. gyptsand brought you to the land vohich I fovare
to your fathers , and T 2id | wwould never breske
my covenant vvith von., aud yee thall make no-
leagae vviththe inhabitatuy of the land, But ypees
Bave not obeyed my. voyce ; vehy L.ave you done
this vvorke ?
Novyv the Lord preifeth this bis kindhefe upotr
them, and labours to. mele their hearts in the ap-
prehenfion of his goodmefle-to them , and-theis
onthankfalnefle to hims the text faisth, When they;
beard this,, they. lifted. lg their vokee:, and wopp ,.
They confidered Gods kindnefle to. them , and
their unkindnefe. ; hovv hee did all for thers ands
they did’all againft him : hovw the'Lord vvas gra-
cions to them for theircomfores bat they-did not
vvalke vvorthy .of ite. Why,have you donexhis ,-
fiiththe Lord ? Why was. my. mercy-defpifed 2
Wiy was my goodoefle flighetd i Why.was mys
tience and long{uﬁ'e;inﬁ:bafpd},-hudmthq
eard this., they . wept inthe.confiderarioniof themy
wnnaturall dealing; Nay,.this is ¢lie: thing remarka
ablein JMofesy, hee ftabs the heast, and:works
effeially npon the Ifraelites by,this meaties, Dos-
yg-thunrnu the Lnd,Q foslisk peophe andisnwife>
Iinos hea thyy, Fasher thut hash bougtnshies ? Hathn e&
heomadetine, and cfiablished thes? Dens. 32,64
& will you thus reward the Lord? Thas carelefiv,.
B 3 ~ and
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- andthus proud , and difobedienct Why , Remens«
bor, faith hee, thedayes of old , and then hee rece
kons up. Gods gracious' dealing with them.
1 app.émdﬁsin particular: there is never a (oule
hereprefent , there is never aman in the bafeff
eftate, and loweft condition, but hath had
tience of Gods efle , and mervailous lo-
vingkindneffe thisway. Were you ever in want ,
but God fupplied yon? Were youever in weake -
nefle, but God frengthened you ? In fickneffe
who cured you tin mifery , who fuccoured you 5
in poverty, who relieved you ?
Hath not God beene 2 gracious God unto you ?
every poore foule can fay ; nevera poore
hath hada more gracious God than my fonle , all
bones can fay , Lord,who is like unto thee 2
this heart hath beene heavie , and thou heft chee=
red it; this foule hath beene heavie , and thoo haft
relieved ity many troubles have befallen mee , and
thon haf} given e gracious iffue out of them all.
And fhallI thos reward the Lord ? Shall 1 6noe
sgaintt his gocdneffe and his kindnes ? then
what thalll fay?Hcare O heaven , and heatken O
earth, the Oxe knovveth his owner , and the Affe
hisMafters crib, and Iffael knovveth not Gods
kindnefle ,nor acknovviedgeth his goodnefle to-
wards them:the confideration heereof ( one would
thinke) hould breake the hardeft heart under hea-
ven : if menbe but ingenions men , if they heve
received any grearkindoeffe from a friend Jthey
werepever -in want,but hee relieved them , he
tooke them into his houfe , and they might freely
g)eto his purfe , or- any thing hehad. Ifa man
ould deale thus kindly “with another, and this
man fhoold deny him an ordinary favour, hee will
be athamed to come into his prefence , hee‘wm
L O



fer CHRIST.  or

By his hoafewas mine , and his porfe was mine ,-
and to deale thus unkindly o nature would have
taught mee otherwife : what are oor beartsto
God thathath beene gracioustousall, hee hath

creared us, and doth preferve and keepe,nd afford -
many ancous 3 heegives nsonr houfes
that ooveénm: ‘me‘:l:ht d;lueag:ehia.and
fhall we ? ther eto’
the beafls of:'g:lggld. Indmlel:qey will tell yogrlnd
" to the birds of the ayre, & they will difcover
Gods mercy unto you: goc to your beds and wables,
who gives thefe , and continnes thefe ? dot” not
the Lord?and yet fin afainﬂ this God.? O foolifh
yeople and unwile ! sillove on Gods part, andall
pegligence onours 1 God exceedes in nefle
towards us,and we do exceede in onki e,and
unthankfulloefle towards him ; This is the firf)
groand upon which meditation muft beraifed, - .

11 GROVND.

Sccondly , #f this will not work you,
if you have n0 good nature in you , co they ~
* God is juft t0o,if mercy cannot prevaile with you,
yoi fhall have juftice e h, and that wit
mercy 5 you muft not thinke to flight Gods
mercy and‘;c:gyi: away in that fathion, But
God is a juft »@hee is 2 gracions God; hee
Willbe revenged of you ; If any flubborne heary
fhall fay, God is mercifall , and therefore we
live sswelift , and bee as carelefic as wee pleafe :
Takeheede,shat joff law thar hath beene con.
temined, and thofe righteous flatates thar have
beene broken, and God that hath beene provoked
by you , willbe revenged of you s did ever any
provoke the Lord and profper,and thall yoo heging -
Whete is Nimred and thgddn(r.mél’bm:é .
H4 -
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and Hered, and thofe proud perfonsthat fet thiele
mouthes agsinlk God » and their heatrs: apeing
heaven ; iat is.now become of them Yehicy arg”
Bow in thelowermoft pit of hell.~ - b

: feot, Pharachinto the red fea , and
wee know, his foule may now be roaring in he't
this is certa/ne , .that. vwhofoever refifteth him >
fhallfinde him a fwifc judge to condemne him’
TheApofile aith , Onr God i im aconfuming fFire .
Hebux 2, Andsf my fire bee, hindled , it fball burne o'
she bisomesf bellDeu.2 2.32. That Inftice of God _
vyill not bée appesfed vvithour fatisfaction ; thag
Infticeis vvife; and cannor bee deceived , that Ta-
Riceis povverfalljicoannot bee refifted, and not
oniely Ioftice,but mercy & patiénce vill come in,,
and plead forvengeance againft the finner,and thae
wvillbetheforeff plagueof all. When yon appeare
before God, vvhao wwil] you exped-? you wviit call
fot mercy to faye you , ‘andfor patience to beare
yoith you. Not (o, faith Merey, Tuflice Lord o F
hawo-beena defpifed: loftics fith Patience, Thaye
beene sbaled, lultices faith Goadueff, Thave beenc-
vvronged. Andhovvvvillitbethen .vyhen
it felfe thall.coridempe that foule, & Patievce fliafl
bean accufer of ity 20d Goodnedfe thall call for
vengeance agaioflin, . - .

,III; . G'I’LQ,\LN'DJ

© - Thirdly:,. confider the- natnre: of y ontt finnes,

and thejmyoalnefll of thenr: fiareds not 7 ericke
of " youths or'a matictof Mmetriment ; bat 2 breach
of the Latv of God 5.and therefore it is good ‘fir
amen inshis:café to examine every: commande-
ment of God , and the breachthereof : You koove
Bot your finnes , thesefore ger yon home to the
lqnmd.loohemthbxllﬁg thereof, an;l. then

~



for CHRIST o3
Bundle t3p all your finnes thus, Someny fiunes
sgainft od himfelfe, in thefirft commandement;
sgainft his vvorﬂ_:ig,'in the fecond ; again@t his
name , in the third; againt his Sabbath in the
foorth commandemént ; nay, all onr tho >
vvords, and adtions,all of them have beene
able to finke ourfoules to the bottomeof hell s
bundle up yourfinnes, and lay ose upon the heart
and another nﬁnthecon encey and then je yvill
breske your backes s thofefmall infirmitiesyou
ake nothing ofs and thofe finnes you make flight
22'& make a trickeof youth, if you vvill beflovw -
your mindesa Htle ferionfly, yoavvill fethem -
to bee farre othervyife: every fiane deferves death,
The wages of fisne i doathyRom. ¢, 1. not hee onely
shat murihers hissieghbour , and takesayvay his
life, but the malicious man, and the proud man de-
et i1 ove o et ”h."‘md:s‘ g,
wvhat if I prove ,you had s ing
of the blood of Chrift; dvvell here & linle and
confider it and you thal fee the point cleare. .
Ifthere bee any foule here prefent that hopes.
to haveany parcin Chrift, asif I thould goe from
man 1o man and aske , have you apart in Chrift ?
g;“tl':::l fay yes. furely 1 hopefo s marke vvhat
then

*n,if thoa hopeft for any mercy from Chrift,.-
Chrift_vvas thy fnret;.naynd bacrye thy finnes -
and thofe finges of thine vvere the wvitnefles
againft our Saviour , they vvere the Bowldiers thar -
tg:}:ehh!i:be aha;aes ti‘;ﬁ'pigeed hids, the foeare
that gored him., the Croffe thet togke avvay his
life : The truthis,the Souldiers, a:’ik Pilate Y and
the Sembesand Pharifees , could have done nothing
to our Saviour but for. thy finnes : had it siot beene
for thy finnes , had itaotbeene for the finnes of
the eleétythe Souldiers could not hmamhen:;:
coe i H [ .
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him, the Pharifes could not have vvitnefled again®t
himythere could have beere no Indge ro condensa
Behims very vvell then, thy finnes canfed all this,
thy wkt:?thbnghts mdvv.i;‘kedmm{ed
our Saviour to cry our, s
Mﬁfa&-n“ly Hee.:"g:kge m?et‘dxe couidz
tlonof thy finnes,and thon goeft avvay snd makell
atrick of youth of thero , 20d ¢ matter of merri.
ment, of loofe talke,and vvicked doing. Therefore
vrhen yousregoing home, thioke vvith your fel.
ves, It vvas my finnss that had apartinthe thed»
diugofthebloodofchﬁﬂ;andnhen{on are at
meaze, let that come into your minde, I have had
shandin the the Lord Iefus Chrift ;
and vwhen you goe tobed thinke of it I am ong
of thofe that have embrevved theirhands in the
blood of the Lord Iefus, that Saviour that is noww
at the tight hand of God, thet hath dove fo mnch
for his that feveat dropps of blood, thofe
- feveatesand dropps vvere for thy fnties,and is chis
matter of merriment, and a trick of youth in the
mcsnetime ? No, no, thy foulcv'vlllﬁndeitotb«u
wyife one day , unlefle the Lord remove thofe fine
nesofthine , thofe finnes vvill make thee hovele
inhellfice one day , unleffe you bee barthened
z::htheu.r heeredm &h‘ln:e.:fthrs.lm one of thofle
¢l vaine ts ne ations, have
dedrheLgtd‘of life s & if then you can make
thofc fanes a chacter of merriment,

IV. GrRovND.

‘The fourth Ground, arifeth from the confiderss
tionof the punithment of fin, you maft confidee
wohatfio vvill coft you ; namely , thofe endlefle
torments that cannot be conceived notp:v;n:‘.m



for CHRIST os

T wvil fpare 1o fpeake of the painescf the vvicked

bere, (1 fhould ave faid moch thereof ) and
come to fpeake ovely alitrle of thelaft j L, -
Mee thioks [ feethe Lord of beaven and earth ,
and cheactributes of God appearing before him 5
the Mercy of God,the Goodneflfe of God, the
wvifedome of God, the Povver of God , the Pa-
tienceand longfoffering of God , and they come
all z0a finoer, avvicked hypocrite , or & carnall
rofeflor, and fay; Bounty hath kept you, Padience
‘mh borme vvith you, Long-fufferance hath endue
red you, Mercy hath relieved you, the Goodnefle
.fd‘; Lord hath bio great unto yous All thefe
com eaributes vrill bid you adoe, andfay ,
Farevvell dimned fodle, yon rouft goe hence to
hell , tohave fellovethip wvith damned ghofis,
Mercy fhall neverbe enlarged tovvards you any
more,youfhall never have Patience any more to
beare vviih yoo, never Goodneffe more to faccour
mmmmﬂionmore torelieve you, never

more o frengihen you. :
Nay . you that have heretofore vvithdrayvae
m elves from Gods vyifedome and Gofpell, you
sever have Wifedome more to guide you ¢

wever Gofpell more to comfort you.’mlz'a
more tocheare vou : you fhall thengie hcoenz
Seffe and cafeleffe torments , vwhich can never bee
ended, vvhere you thall never beerefre hed, never
eafed, never comforted, and then von fhallremem.
ber yout finnes, My coveroafnefie and pride vvag
she caofe of this, § may thanke my finnes of this,
‘Thinke of thefethi,nfe(‘ Ibefeech you, ) fe-
thooflv, and fee,if finne novv, fee , if'yon
on !:‘ke mv “f;veetenrﬂwein ':':.end all vv!lh“dm
OF Yeb , O that 1y rriefe wate well » ighed o andngy
Salowsry leid m 16s ballance ; for mow by i
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Taevier then the fand of the fea, So fay 1, oh thitox
finnes were weighed, and oar iniquities weighel
-in the ballance er , fach mercy havewee
defpifed , fach Infticehave we provoked , focht
Lord of life have we crucified, htormem_lm
wee deferved, endleffe, cafelefle, and remedif:
- if thefe were Weighed , they wonld be hearia
*'then the fand,and finke our foules under thecor
fideration of them, .
Bue fome may fay,I can thivke ofchefeth\ﬁ
and confider ferioufly of them, and yetforal
" my heart isno whit Wrought upon thereby,: 1§
" therefore; When yout miéditation is thus rékd,
« youmuf¥ have this skill to follow home theblows
“and make itworke kindly on the Heart jeod 2
#s done by thefe three things. . S
“" L The it is this : whenwee have conceind
" aright of finine and the nature thereof ,'od 1
* punifhment due thereunto,doe notrefl in thebit
confideration of thefe things , but never lem
_heart, beefill mufing of thefe things , dm
* thefe bleffed ttuthes hometo the foules 'ghd bio
thefe things on the willand jons; hold
* and faften them there , force them upon the o
that the heart may not make an efcape: take
" ofit , It is a rule T would have ofs
. meverleave meditating il you ﬁn_g:“ beantlo

affeed with the evill , as your tinde ad
_‘ment concefved ofdieeﬂgbefore; 0 ,m
“héastfeele that evill it conceived ., Jet ! @_‘ﬂ‘
“feele that gall to bee in finele, whichtheni
appréhénded to bee in ‘it: you fee thele B
Joathfomne’ and aborvinable, make the heart
_them , and bee affe@ed with thein ; the hentvi!
‘BiedfFnow, and thetefore it is wéém%
. Chiliftantolay ac she'heart, wnd phufbe it
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tinmally, and held thefe truthes to the foule, that
atlaft it may beeunder the dine of the blow »and
the power of God make the foule feele and finde »
and bee apprehenfive of the gall , and bitterneffe »
and vilenefle of the evill, a3 before it conceived if
fo robee ; Itisnot enongh for 2 man to exercife
himfelfe in the meditation of Gnne, bata man
muft bring his foule in fubje&ion under the power
of that meditation, a man muft not onely chew
his meat,biit hee muft fwallow it alfo,if he meane
Yohaveit noarith him : meditation is When the
fwalloweth downe thefe finnes, that is, when
the labours foto be affeed with finne, and the
natare of it, asit doth require. .
MEDITATI O N inthis cafe;is like the
beleagaring of 2 Citie, whena Citie is wifely
snd ly ed, andbefet round about,
they doe two thiogs: Firft, they barer it from
withoatas much as they can; and fecondly , they
cut of dll provifion and reliefe from comming in ,
and fo the Citie being partly battered from.
without ,as ivuch as they can, and being hinde-
sad from all reliefe of comming in : in conclufion, -
when they fec the enemie is ftrong , and no pro-
wifioa can come to them, they are content to
the Citie,and renderop chemfelves ; and if
ey fend a parly to him . shat doth befiege it, and
» they are ready to perifh, why , bids
em deliver then, and they thall be rrovided for,
heebidsthem yeeld, and they fhall bee fuccon~
ted, and hefere that day, thereis no fupply th
bee tintothe Citie. So it is with Medie
» -a0d here is the cunning of a Chriftian,
Doceas wile Souldiersdoe, cut off all provifion ,
is , by ferions meditation bring thy heartto

i ever love it
facha g of fione 'ldm it may o ove it
! .
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more -, befiege tize heart with dailv meditation ,
that fo you may cut off any eafe and refrething ,
that the hesrt may {eeme to have in any Gntuil
courfe 4 If the foule bee looking after any finfoll
courfe g 1fthe foule bee looking afier any finne
If the foule wouldgoe, out alittle tooccafions ,
and take delight in his corroptions, the dronkard
inhis company , and the worldly man in his
wealch , thenbatterthat : When you are thus
affe@ed, beleaguer the way , that yon may finde
no comfort, ne eafes and when the fouleis loo»
king after occafions, and lingring after his abo-
minations, then fay to your hearts, Youa willhave
your fimes , though you have your thame with
them , you will have your corruptions , though
youhave yout confufion with them: when
foule wounld meddle with thefe , let meditarion
‘knocke of thefe.1f you be fill proud , and mali-
cious , and quarrelling , take heed ; you cannot
have thefe, but you muft have helland all ; you
cannot have thefe , bat you wuft have deRm&ion
and all: theamercy of God will not be sbufed ; the
“juftice of God will not be prevoked, God will be
revenged of you, and at laft the heart by chis
‘meaneswiltbe troubled : why , deliver up Vout
finnes then , and your foules, ifyour hearts finde
any forrow and anguith s wh;athen yeeld up vaae
foules unto Chrift , that yon may finde as moch
- comfortin agood way , as you have done niifery
" inan evill way,

11. Secondly , when youhave made the heart
thus affetted wxd’: fin , take heede it doth nor flie
offand fhike of the yoke. Meditation brincs all
thofe finnes, and miferies , ard vilenefT home to
theheart, and the foule is made fenfible by this

meanes : Hold the heart there thep , labour w
. N . kee”
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the hearr in the fame temper, that it is’
broughtinto , by the confideration of finne , for
this is our nature, when the ftroke is troubletome
that lieth upon us,and the Gnnes are haynous that
lie wpon us,and are committed by us,thefe finnes,
thefe forrowes, thefe judgements, ‘when the
hears feeles this, itis weary, and wonld fe
have the wound healed quickly ; and the forrow-
removed , and the trouble calmed: Take heed
ofthis,and labour to maintaine that heat of heart,
which youfinde in your felves by vertueof me-
diration , thisis the pitch of the point : s there
maft bee fobje@ion unto meditation , the heare
moft bee fo affeled with finne , asit conceived it
to bee, {o theremuft bee artention ; that is, the
foule muft kolditfelfe to thar frame and difpofis
sion fo wrought asit thould be, .

Looke asitiswith a Gold-fmith that melteth
the metallthac hee is to make avefell of, if after
the melting thereof, there follow a cooling,it had
bin as good it had never beene melted,, itisas
bard, haply harder , as unfic , hFIy unficter than
ftwas before to make a veflell of, but afterhee
hath melzed i¢, hee muft keep it in that frame till
het corne to the moulding and fathioning of it:So
Meditation islikefire , the beart islike a veffell ,
the heart is mad: for God, and it may bec'madea
veffellof grace heere , and of glory hereafters .
Meditarion is that which melks the fonle, the
droffe muft bee takenaway from the foule , and
finne moft be loofened from the heart: Now, when
vou have yoor heart in fome meafure melted ,
keepe it there , doenot let it grow loofe againe
and careleffe againe; for then yon had as gooé
never have beene melted: Andthet isthe toafon
why many a poore ﬁnn{r that bath fomcnb'::;

2
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been in a good way , and the Lord hath come
Kkindly, anf wrought powerfully on the heart, and
yetat laft it hath growne cold and dumpith , and
as hard as ever hee was againe , and the worke as
to begio againe, And takenotice of it ; looke as
itis with the cure of the body , if 2 man havean
old wound,and a deepeone, two things are obfer.
veable; Itisnot enough to Jaunce the wound,sod
drawout rhe corruption , but it muft bee cenced
alfo, forif the wonad bee deepe , it mufk not-bee
bealed prefenily , but itmultbee kept open wich
atent, thas it may bee healed foundly , and
thoroughly : foitishere; meditation when is is
feton , doth launce the foule, itlannceth the
heart of aman, and it will goe downe to the
botcome of the belly: When s mae feeth his finne,
and weigheth hisfinoe , it wil goe downto the
bottom fometiie » and when your heers is thas

&ed, doe not heale it too foone , bux hold she
foule in that bleled frame and difpofition : For as
meditation doth lannce the foule, o attention doch
tent the foule 3 keepe the foule therefore fo tron.
blefome and forrowfall, that yos may be healed
foondly, lboronfhly. and comfortably.

A Citie that is beleagured aad wonne, hee thay
hath wonne it, fets a Garifon over i.that hee
keepe it for ever under : So when the foule h
.been wonne by the ftroke of meditation, affe@ing
the heart with finne, then fet a garifon over the
foule , and keepe itin awe, fetagarifon over the
Confience , and keepe all downe, keepeall under,
that it may fubmit it felfe , andthat kindly ander
the firoke of the trathafor it were ableffed frame,
if wee conld alwayesbee foin that temper that we
arein , when weare firt hombled for our fins.

L. Thirdly, the fonle moft bee fo fasre-kepe

. ©
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tothe confideration of finne , thar it may feek
oue for pardon for fire,

Thisisa point of mervailousufe ,.and you muft:
giveme leave to beinlarged 3. becgufe there are
many deccits this wiy , in the fpirits of a
man : formarke it , thisis the cunning of the de-
vill 5 ifit bee poffible, hee wil keepe'a man that
hee fhall never fee, roufe , norbee troubled for
finne; and therefore hee doth plucke him off,and
fends him to tompany onone fide , and merri-

went on the other fide ,. thar by this meanes hee
may keepe him from ferious meditation ofthe
evill = Butif it bee focl-at God will make aman
raeditate of hisfanes,end that the heart of afinner
is folly tefolved o mule,and ponder, and confider
of his corraptions;f hee will pore npon hisinnes,,
thenkee fhail fee worhing elfe but finne : and thus-
the devilthath bindered manya poore fonle from:
comming mnco €irift, and from receiving cor-
fort of him; he fhall new be ahwayes poring vpon
Jeig cosraptions , and therefore here Ees- the skill
of 3 Cirifian, potig negi:'e& meditation, of par~
doo by Chrit , end here Is the {tint of meditation.
- of our fimnes, you ha'l thus difcoverit: So farre
fee thy finaes ,. (o farre be affe@ed with them , fo
farre ol thy minde ro them, that they may make
thee fee an abfolute neceffity of a Chrift, that they
m2y drive chee to himfor fuccour: here isihe
matue thing obfervable , and thus fatre wee may.
goe,aud muit goe,if ever God jorend o doe good
20 our foules:and therefore when thou fetteft thy
felfe to mufe and meditate vpon thy cor tuptions,.
andlay them to thy heart'; when thou findeft
tRy foule to bee affected with them, and bombled
ander them,labour then to fee an abfolute nece ffity
©f a Lord Iefus Chrift,.and fo farre fee them, xg!:;
(X3 I 3
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they may drive thee, and compell thee to feeke
voro Chrift for mercy : and thisisall Godlooke
for, all the Lord requires and cares for in this pre-
parative worke : Therefore take norice of it , fee
thy finnes fo farre asthey may makie thee meer.
looke for a Chrift , andto fall upon the armesof
-Gods mercy in and through him. For it is not
forrow for finne , nor humiliarion , nor faith it
felfe , that can juftific usin.it felfe,, but onely as
they make way forusto a Chrift; and through
him wee muft receive comfort : for thefe ewo
bee the fpeciall extreames, that the devill feekes to
drive a maninto. If a man prefume of his owne
- fufficiency , and thinkes hee is well enough hee
will not goe to Chuift » becavfe hee thinkes hee
ftandsinno need of him ' and if hee defpaire of
forgivenefle by Chrift.hee will not goe " te Chrift
peither ; the ground wl.y a finner defpaires , v is
not by reafon of any finne-, excepting ovely the
finoe againft the holy Ghoft ; defpaire is poc
grounded there , for Cain defpaired , yet Mangflr
commitred greater fnnes then Cain , and defpai-
red not 3 but the foule defpaires out of Roueneie
- of heart, becanfe it hath mor fufficiencie in it
felfe, it wilnot looke out for helpe and comfort
from another : prefumption faith, I have (ufficien-
cie in my felfe, and neede not goe unto Chrift:and
de(‘raite faith I have no fufficiencie, and therefore
will not goeto Chrift: heereis the property of
defpaire, to caft away hope, when a man hath no
hope that God will helpe him ; now all the while
the foule lookes for (ufficienciefrom Chrift, there
ishope, forthough our finnes bee never fo hay.
nous , that’s nothing , wee can hope in Chrift :
For if all the finnes that ever were 5 are» or fhall
beccommitted , ranne into one man, as all Rivers
sunas
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ruone into one Sea, Chritt could as eafily pardon
bis finnes, asever hee pardoned the finnes of any
Saints in heaven ; but here is the ground , whea
wee lookeinto our felves, weecan fee thereis
no fufliciencie to comforrus, and wee will not

oe to Chrift, that wee mav bee comforted , and
?o wee come to bee vorde ofhope,and to defpaire:
a defpairing heart , is aproud ftubborne heart ;
becaofe hee cannot have what hee would of “his
owne , therefore hee will not goe ro another to
receive it, and (o finkes dowas in his finges.
And therefore let ihis bee the period and ftiot
of meditation, when the (oule fo farre feeth finne,
and the panithment deferved by it, that the heart
isrefolved that none bor Chrift can take away
thefe finnes andthe punithments due to them,and
isrefolved tofeeketo Chrift, and bee bebolden

~ to him forall; when it is thas with you , then

.

awy to the Lord Iefus Chrit , and let this medi-
vation of amans cotruprions bee as a Bridge to
carry him to Chrift, that fo hee may have falva-
tion, which is promifed throngh him,and fhall bee
beflowed vpon all broken hearted finners: and
marke what I fay» that foule that will not fecke
out to Chrift , and will vet be beholden ro Chrift
for what hee needes, that foule wants brokeonefle
of heart: and this ftubbornnefe of his arifeth from
thefe nds.

Firft, the foule will not goe out , becaule the
heart thinks and prefumes &t hath no need of
Chrift , and therefore will not goe , but wee will
not meddle with that, for that Is proper to carnall
men

1. Firft , becaufe the heart is not content in
800d earne? to beruled by Chrift,that hee thould
come and take poffeffion’y and doc all in him;
. o 14 thera-
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therefore if the heart cling w corruption , it will
bee conent that Chrift thould cafe it , bot not thae
Chrift thould fan&ibe it , and remase that cor-
roption which prevailes overity when a manis
wnder the fight of fione, hee would faine have
God thew mercic unto him , and yer hee will
Dot ,nor read, not ufe the meances,but dwells
q:mw:z: meditatien of his finns, and
many ordinances of God, whereby it may recieve
comfort : thisman woald have a Chrilt to guiet
him, but not to role him ; and this is the reaten
. whyin thefe cafes the foule is never commonly
kiodiy fitiken ; thefe would faine have quict and.
comfort ; and yet they will not be driven to holy
daties , nct be content that Chrift fhould governe
them; they are content to committhe Gane daily,
and would have a pardon prefently.

11. Againe, here is another deceit of the foule
of a poore finner , hee would faine joyne fome - -
thing with Chrift, for the helping of him in thee
greac wotke of falvation, and this I take to bee che
complaint of finners,and fometime broken hesried
ouestoo;they dare not goe to expeit mercy from
the Lotd lefos. Why 7 why , becaufe they are
unworthy, fo abominable their lives, fo wreiched:
their courfes , th:at they dare not gogto Cheift .
that hee may fhew mercy to them, [ resfon the
point thus; Isitbecanfe of your unworthinele
that you dare not goe to Chrift 7 {o ther, if you
had worthineffe, this wonld encograge youfos#
tol%oe: Whrlthen » you thinke Chrift is not
sble alone to helpe you , bar yog would have yoos
worthineffe helpe Chrit to fave yon,and fo yow
wouald joyne with the Lotd Iefus §n this greas
price of Salvation and Redm:ion : Ifyonr&m
were bue fmall, apd you had fome wonhineﬂ‘l; .

©
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that fo Chrift might doe fomething , and your
veorthinefie. doe fomerhiog , and fo you might:
make up the price betvveene you, then yon-could
be centent to goe to Chrift, but othervvife you
thinke you may not goe to Chriit,vvithout fome
vvorthinefle of your ovvme. Againe ( belike
you -vvil.-:::_ belmldeah o cul:lrr for hf;)r mac|
merey » o much grace, and fo mac| ve-
neffe:one of thefe tvvo muft needs bee the gvgun&
of shis comilaim » cither vvee vvould have our
ovne worthineffe joyne fomething vvich Chrift,:

_ ot elfe vee are founvvorthy that veee vvill not
goe o Chrift for fo much mercy , butthis un-
wvosthivefle indeed is nothing elfe but pridey a
snen vvilkuot bee beholden to Chrift for fomuch
mercy, bt hee vyill thare vvith Chrift in the mate
ter of falvation, or elfe he vvill not bee partaker
of the great vworke of redemption.

Imaginea debtor vvere in prifon , andaftiend
fends to him, vehat ever the debt be , if hee wvill
but come to him , he vvill pay a'}; the man retar-
nes this anfever,Ifhee hed not fuch a great debt
to pay, he vvould be content to come ro him,but
thecrathis, the debeis fo great , that hee vyill
pot come to him , nor rrouble him : novv one of
the tvvo muft-needs follovy, either hee thinkes
hisfriend is not able, or wvilling to pay his. debts
orelle in truth hee vvill not bee bebolden to him
fer fo much butif the dept vvere alittle onesthen
hee yvonld make a thift to pay fome,and his friend
fome , and 6 they vvould make op the debe be-
tyveenethem : So it i in this cafe , this isthat
vvhich keepes the heart from laying hold on the
promife : they thinkdthey are nnovorthy to per-
take thereof, vrhich is hothing but pridi‘ of fpirits
for either they vvould bring fomething, and ““i“‘e

Is wit
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wvith Chrift in the vvorke of redemption , of elfe
they vvilloot bee be hoideato Chrift for fo mach
mercy.

Obelt. O!faithone, Inever had my heart fo
broken and affected vvith finne, asfucha one
hath ; and therefore I dare not goe to Chrift.

_ Anfw. Ay ! but is your foale contestto goe o

Chrift, and yecld to him ? vrould you keepe-any
* corruption ? is thereany Giune vvhich you vvould
Dot Lave Chrift come and remove ? The founle
anfvvercrh, I vvould bee contentto refigne all to
theLord 1efus Chrift, bot  am not fo hamble as
othersare:the ground of this complaint is nothing
elfebut felfe confidence in broken heartednefle ,
for the foule isnot content to have fo much bro-
ken heartedneffe as is fofficient to bring & man to
Chrift.but {t vvould have fo much as that it mighe
jJoyne vvith Chrift to helpe himin the yvorke of
Tedemption ; they thinke it is not enough tobave .
the foule fo humbled , as to fubmis tothe Lord
Tefus Chri&, but they vvould have fo much s
they would joyne with Chiriftin this great worke:
Which is nothing elfe but carnali- confidences
Therefore the conclufion isthis : o farre feethy
finns , fo fatre meditate uponthem, and fo farre
labour to have thy hearc affeGed vvith thy finnes ,
. that three things may follovy,

Frilt, thatyou may fee an abfolate neceffity of
Chrift, and that thou mayeftufe all meanes ro
fecke him, never being quier till thou findeft him;
- lethim bee thy aymein every ardinance thou
take in hand : pray, vetreft notin prayer , but
in a Saviour that is obtained bv ity bace, yet reft
notin hearing » but convay into thy felfe whe
is revealed in hearinweceave the Sacraments ,
but regt not in them , but fecke a Saviour whic}xs
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is therefigned : thisis the very find and pitch of -
meditation : thas farre drawe your hearts to the -
confideration of your fins, that the foule may bee
forced to goeto Chrift, and ufu all meanes to find
him ; pray for a Chrift , hearefor a Chrift, fee 2
necd of Chrift, ro bleffe alit}y fervices, and par-
don all'hy fins, anithen you takea right courfe.

Ob e&. Furyon will fay, our thoug#tsiate dull,
& our meditation fraile, andonr wants heavie,
wee get little ground of our corruptions , butare
ever and snon falling into finne againe s how
fhallw e cometo “e thelife of meditation |, that
it may bee powerfu'lin us ? .

Anfw. Thete are two fpeciall helpes for this. ;
Firft, laboor to call in the helpe aud affiftance of
confcience , thar meditation may.bee more fruitfull .
and powerfoll  confesemce is 2 great commander,
it is Gods vicegerens and chiefe officer s God is
the rall over - feer of the affaires of the
world ; but Confcience hath authority te execu-
te Todgement according to the fentence God
hath revealed , and hath a greater command with
the heart, then bare meditation hath ; widerflan-
ding and reafom are but the uaderlings of the ‘will,
thevare bux f~rvanrs and fabjedts to it , they onely
advife the wwll whath is good, 3 a fervant may
foggeftto his Mafter what is Food , and yet his
Mafter take what hee liftandrefufe whae
hee pleafe in this kinde. But Confeience hath a
greater command,, it is faidto ecenfe or excafea
man,Rom.2.15 it comeswitha law 8 s com-
mand,as the Apefile (3ith, 1,10h 1.20.If ewr hearts
condomne us;, conicience makes the heartto yeeld.

Louke as it {5 happily with & perfon indebr, ifa
man have 2 Weit out for him , hee isnot troubled
greatly wichthat o hee wilxl,not go6 to prifon be-

y : P caufe
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caufe of that;; nay, xhonih heg thew it bim , yee
heewill not goe , butifhee brings the Sergeant
10 arreft him, then hee muft goe, and then hee
moft be imprifoned whether heewillyor no : So

-jtis heete , meditation brings in the Wric , apd
. fheweth amanhis finnes , layeth open all his du- -

ties neglo&ted, fo many handred duties omitted,
fo many thoufand finnes committed, fo man
.prophanations of Sabbaths , {o many cathes,
many blafphemies ; but the foale faith, Whac is to
‘me ?:otherghave finnedas wellas I, and I thall
-doe fo:well as they; but Confcience is a Sergeane,
and Sergeantdoe yout office ; thefe are your fin-
-nes 3 and as you will anfwere it atiche day of jud-
gement, heede of thofe finnes upon paine of
evetlafting ruine. When confcience begin tiws
to.arreftaman , then the heart comes and gives
way to thetrath revealed , and confcience ches
fettles itupon the heart.

1. Thefecond meanes whereby Meditation
my get power the foule, isthis , wee malt
cry and call for the fpirit of humiliation and con.

rition , that God by that bleffed fpirit of his,
.which in Scripture is called the fpitit of bonds-
vfe.wonldrfet to his helpioghand,, and =it Con-
“{cience his officer , and takethe mateer into his
ownehand; & becaufe there are many rebellious

-corruptions that oppofe Gods truth, we maft
«call to heavenfor hel mt God would feife up-
o the , and it: A pervetfe hemt
-will blind the Ind sand fay , whea Con-
F ence f:)r.; ﬁi:—t :‘: w:ldbene witnefle
you + and coveroulnefle,

s:‘nd neffe ;y'tl,';:y refift confcience : Looke
-ag it isifa Sergeant erreft aman, hé may efcape
-hishands , or'kill the Sergeans ; bniftbesﬁb;.
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viffe or the imklfe come nndnhe tbe
fomer in hand, then hee muft goe e'
ther hewill orno s fo it is here . tbough acor-
rupt heert caa ftop Confcience , flay Confcience ,
yetchere isa commanding power of Gods fpfm S
:he fpirit of bumiliation : And when God comes

zondelm office » the hearc muft
me erned. hh.ﬂ‘n‘l: is witha
et government, er per,
bids dlefervm corré& him, now it is dmirm
to fee hovv thechild vvill annt wich the fervant,
& with him mightily , now vrhen the
father h this, bee faith » Givemetherod ,
& he tels the child yonwonldnox bee whipped,
batl vvillfoong you, and hee vvill fet it home,
much the more, becaufe he ree
rl:cfenm foicishere , the Lord hath re.
vealed hhwill,lud fent his Mimltentodiﬁ:onf
gnﬁma.nd:erﬁﬁe your hearts, it is Rrange to
vvhtuﬂmeeweﬁndﬂ onefcornes to heare,
and rebells aguinft the Minifter, Well, hovever
the voice of the Minifter, or the blovv fall heavie
for thetime , yet if the Lord rake the rod
owne hand, hee vvill make the ftouteft
flomack floope, and the hardeft heare come in ;
tvhen the Facher takes the rod into his hand,and
lesin hell fire, hee wvill fetit home, take it off
vvho vvill oten. the poffle calls it the fpi:it of

oW'vethephoe.Vth
wmeth feare > Rom. 8.
b .The Bmdtobee the {pirit
ozﬁu!.uwho fhould fay ,' The Lord theyveth

woen his bondage by theAlmi, er of his
S ,nudwdllmnhethc{bde qu

it. I olc‘dul.otddotb&mmuumb
Wwrkgsy and %hmw‘uum.z_’
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apenatl their sare to difeiplmne ( faith the text o
.commandet) shas t},¢y returne from i,-iqu;, bhee m ‘
net]y theeye,  andmaketh aman e hu fmves.,
36.6.10. anglthen hee commands the heart tote- |
fnsne whether it will or 20. When the. Lord doth -
fhew unto man his finnes, and hols him to his fins, |
shat heecarnot looke off them, this is the wocke
of the fpirit of bondage : when confcience hath
.done his duty, and yet his mouth is Roppzdythea
the Lord himfelfe comes 3 and how - ever the
Wordby the mouth_ofthe Miniftery could not
prevaile, yet God will fe the funlight of his fpirie
;:dyoin foules , and then you fhall fee your fios,
ad ftoope under thein. -

" YWhen'a man would cut offthe fenfe of ficne,
yet wheresever hee is,and what-ever he doth,the
}'.n‘rd prefents his finnes to him, when hee goeth
inthe way , hee feades his finoes in the pathes,
yvhen hee is at meat, his finnes are befoce him,
whenhe goeth tolie down, he goeth taread his
finnes on the teafter.of bis.bed, This isthyco-
yetoufne(é, and tligptide, and fot thefe thon thalt
bee plagued s Looke upon thefefiones , they ate
thineowne, and thou deferved punithments
to bee inflited vponr thee for them : Thus we
fee the grounds how meditaion muft be raifed :
wee feehow wee may bring meditation home
to theheart s weefee how aliq Wee may gerthe

lifgtt;fipower;finedimﬁm; L
. X thought tohave propounded an exsmple , that.
youmay %ehc d\epn&'f?:f thetrath delivered : o

agine it were the fin of the o g of the

. Word, I would breakemy foule withall ; firft, by
mediation caft the compaffe of this finne, looke
fpto the Word, and fee whatfoever the Word
hath tevealed of this fune : Ths m&iﬂa.:y‘
v this
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this meanes the anger of the Lotd is mervailoufly
provoked 5 in fo rouch that be will langh at the de-
fruttion of fuch, Pro.1.26. Nay , by this: meanes
Chrift himfelfe is defpifed ; nay, oar condemna-
tion is hereby fealed irrecaverably. 2, Chrow. 3161
16. the texe faith, They defpifed Godi wond, £ild the'
wrath of the Lard érefe’, and sbeie was netemedy ¢
Niy , hereby we aggravate our condemnations
¥or Chrift faith , Mash. 11. 22. PVee be o thes
Betbfaids : VVee be t0 tb«tbﬂ(m&of ifthe nuil:
7w«4\avh:'eb bave besne donein thee, had bin
7 Tyrs & Sidon, they would heve repenied in doff 4n¥
arhés . Busit s-al bee eafier for Tyre and Sidov inthe
day of yudgement, shen for thee : Nay , the Auttor 0

the Helrewes faith, Cap.2.3. Howshell wee efcape
¥ wee neglel? f3 grear falvation ? The cafe of fuch
aman is defperaie : how fhall we efcape ¥ Thus
you fee the reach hovv farre this fin goeth » gav
ther up all then, & tell your heartsof this , whea
they rebell and oppofe the word of God ; How
daze Idoc this? what ? provake God fo farre as
o langht at ihy defirulion § what , defpifc Chrifé
and his Spirit ; nay , make my cafe irrccoverable ,
ind aggravate my condemnation ? butif the hearc
will not ftoope under this, then call for Confci-
ence to your charge, and then Confcience comes,
tad chargeth th: foole on paine of everlatin
cendemnation to heare and to bee humbled ; An
#f this will not doe, intreat the Lord 10 take the
rodimo his owne hands and-bring thele truths
home anto the foule , that it tay never bequie-
ted cill ¢ be humbled : thisis the courfe I would
have yon'take , to bring the truth home toyour
foules,When the Minifter hath done hisSermon,.
then your work begins, you muft heare all the

weckejong : hee that never meditares of hlsfins,
. A K 2 18

-



112 “The Soules preparation
is_never like to be broken hearted for his fins
take notice of this , Thtle;t lam thefe con-
verts , were pricked in their 3
Thismeohhe verfe difcovers unto us 4 thae
which brings in this fhiverednefle and comtricion
of fpirit , which the Lord calls for at the haods
bis fervants: Now give mee leave to make
way for my felfe 4-by opening of the woeds , that
having waken a way all the vaile from them , yos
may more clearcly fee the truth delivered.
- Firft ;fhl:m%eﬂmvyounht this prarcimg oc
re is, . :
Secondly, What is meant by vert? You matt
knovv, that found forrow, or vv foundly fec
or, is here meant by prickiag , and this word pric-
ding refembles forrovy in three degrees: For ihe
vvord in the originall imports pot onely a bare
Pricking, But a fearel,ing quitctbrongh ;, and vve have
po vvorde in our Englith tongue o anfvvere the
fame vvord , but o:gl:rlhivaedneﬂ'e of the fos.
Ie all to pieces. | fay there arc three things vehe-
rein yn'c&:g tefernbles forrovw, Firft, che bod
cannot bee pricked , but there muft bee fomepaf.
ne,fome griefe .‘_fiome troubmndlle v;tong':: by it, and
accompanying ofit. Se  itist ﬁmam
of onel:my'?rgom another , uythe naturall Philofo-
phors conceive , and as the Phyfitian gives usto
opdertand, it isthe fundering of tvvo parts.
Thirdly . the patts being thas peicked , there is
the lerting of blood or wwater if any beein that
part 1thus prickeds fo anfvvmbln in this found
{orrovv it hearr , there are three things ; I meane
in; d’:u forrovy vvhich is fet home by the Al
mi H g
ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂ. there is 2 great griefe aad vexationof

Secons
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] ly , by reafoq of the barthen that lieth®
wpon the heare; that curfed knot , and ugion, agd
combination betvycen fin and. the fouje, comes
ib fome meafure ta bec ferved and parred ;tha
foule being xhus‘egrieved wvith the finne , is. con~
teat to bee fevered from it : thiis is the thing vves

aime at. C
Thirdly ,this koot of corruption being loofe -
ned 3 and chisclofure being broken , and the foal--
dring betvveene Ginneand the foule being remo-
ved, there is novy a paflage for theleiting qus of
all thiefe corruptions., thatthe heart maLb:c te-
ken from under the povver of finne yand bee fube
je& 0 the poveer and: gaidance of God, This is
the nature of forrovy. And by the vvay, confi.
deér this , unlefle the Lord fhould thus vwound and -
vexe the foule, the heart.chae prifed corraption as-
a God ( as every naturallman doth) vvould never
bee fevered from it did the foule fec onejy the-
delight in finoe , it yvould never part fromit ;-
and therefore God is forced to make us feele this,
thize yvee may bee fevered from our finncs, and be-
fabjet to him inall obedience.
y , vvhat is meant by heert ; not totyre
{u vvith any marrer of fignification , this- Word
wplleh tvvo things fpecially ,. vvhjdiconcernes -
ow purpdfe , the firft is: mainely , itk ded 5 juis-
got the natatal part of a man vehich jsin thomids
deftof the b,oga.rz that is,:a flefhly heart , butiy’
is thevwillle felfe, and that ability. of faale,pshere-
by the hear: faith, I vvill havehis, #8d I vill oot
have that. Asche under@tanding is fetled in the-
head , and keepes his fentinell there, fo the vvill-
is feated in the heart, vwhen it comes totaking ox
refnfing . thisis the office of the vyilly & it difco,
yers hisact there; As our” éaviouc ah, VV;:: .
. -3 :
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sroafire i 5 2)iere will your hearts bos alfe o
’(":s the ‘I;po:ile {2ith )J: mmﬁﬁb with bis
wowsh , beloovesrh) with bhishears, Mat.6.121 : So
themhe¥ vvere not onely pricked as vvith a pin,
bat this forrovv feifech npon thefoule, and pier-
ceth unto the very veill: it vvas not outvvard
overly forrove,, but chat vvhich veent te the very
root, and e;;red into the v I:'el::. fnes
By all vyhich , vveemay fee unper-
dou!d » are of a pierching nature, they gafh and
wound the foule and confcience of rranfgreffoars,
. U And this mee thickes thould ke off the
Fmagination of rhofe that thinke thereisno de-
Jight, bucin finfull coarfes , they are much deceie
ved . There is no gall butin finne , and there is
0o farrovv but from finne , and fiane one'y fmpa-
ted made oor Saviour to buckle under it, Davids
vvas cruthed vvith ic. Pfal,2 2. Mal. 0. And
the Apoftie faith, 4B she creatures groane snder
Rom.8. 1y, the carth groanes under finners,

is willing to vomit them up , ftisa burden to the

Sunne,ro f:n light to the adulterer to fee his he-
#t,a0d it isa burden tothe ayre to give breathing
toa- blafphemer , that belcheth out his eehes 2
mth‘e Godof heaven ; pay, itis that which
the damned into the bottomlefle pit, it is
fach as 1ndes hadrather hang himfelfe , than ene
dure the horror of Confcience fori : let this the-
zefore dath the foofith conceit of them which
thinke there s no paftime but in Gones
men glory infipne,and rake delight in fucking the
mureof nne, yet the end will bee bitrernefle,
r fweet mest will havea fovvre fauce , and
thofe fins which ere fo fweet, will este oat o

how-ever

somfort from their foules , from everlefling o

everlafting, Iqugmlgd i oeir hemrts,
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. So that the maine polnt vwhich fits our sime, is
this found forrovv , plercing of the foule of thofo
that are affeted with it, they vvere not onely
pricked in their cyes to vveepe for their finnes ,
snd tofay ; they vvould doe fa no sore : The
adulterer is not onely prickedin hiseye, that hee
thould fee his adalterous queane, but it goeth fuce
ther, and finketh intwo his very foule,. and piercet
through his very heart: It is vvich forrow that
hath any fubflange in it, as it yvas yvith the repen-
tance of Nimivie ,not onely the ordinary and refae
fe fort of people forfooke their fnnes , but even
the imfelfe came from Lis throne , and
fate in daft and athes; yea , the Noblesand other
ﬁb‘i‘e&c, andthe very beafts of the field did faf..
So 1t is comparatively vvith this forrow, itisnot
oncly for the tongue to wlke of finnes, and the eye
w0 for his finoes ; but even the Queene of
the foale, thewilliz. folfo, puts on fack- cloarh, and
the heart, and all the affeéions , o5 fo many fuba
fets follovw after : It breakes out into the eye.
sndthe frame of the heart fhakes with it, ant
the knces knock together and the hands grow fes-
ble it is not, O Lord be mercifull unto ws , and
fobe gooe : Bat it mﬂpewy-o: hearts; g
may out your eyes, and cry
by b g
wrill and affeltion of finning, as vvellas the ton-
goe of fnning : the natuce of this forrovy is mer=
vailous ft : Davidfaith , JAdake mee te heare
of jyedy , shat the bones-which shew haf bre-
g--qmq«.rru.n. 5 8. 7 his forrovy that did
fe upou David, wyas not flight , buk it breskes
all thebones , vvhich sre the maine pillars and
props of nature ,the barthen was fo heavieand fo
greas that i mdeallzhe‘ﬂmgnhxhgv_vpinhi:
LR d
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to fhake. And in Plalme 33 z0. My moyfinre b
tirmed inte the drowghs of fummer. This forrovv-vvent
fo deepe into his louie , that itdid not onely wake
avvay hiis outvvard refrething , bat it took= avvay
all the moift hamors; the-invvard juyce ,. the ve-
rigévle of lifes Itisadmirable which the Pro.
pheec Hofea faith, Chap.1 3.8. Iwll meet them

@ Beare bereavedrof ber whelps , andwill rend: tbe

kel of their bearts, You muft not thinke to have a

whip and away,but the Lord will break the very

kall of thofe proud hearts of yours , rather then
hee will fuffer finne to dwellin you , where his
throne fhould bee : And-hence itis, that this for-

row fiokes many: Did you never fee a foule in di-

Reefle of Confcience ? hee is all turned o duft’
and afhes, this forrow goeth to the quick, irls

Dota lg'de touch Kavvay,but it breaketh the heare

ardly.. )

- Far :ﬂe opening of thispoint , let me difcaver
thefe particulars : Firft,how the Lord workes this
forrow , and hovv itis broughtinto the foute,
Seoondli » I will fhevy yon the behaviour of the
foule vvhen it is thus pferced, and this vvill tievy.
thefoundnefle. Thirdly,I will hevy fome reafon

"3 itmuft be fa. Fonrthly, I will anfvver fome

- queftions. Fiftly , make fome ufes, jand therein

. lay downefome means hovv vve may helpe fot-

. ward this voorke vvhenit is beﬁlm.

. - Forthe firft, I knovy God deales fometimes-
epenly, md fometimes more fecretly, : Bt for
thefitk, how this pricking comes inro the foale ,.
and hovv. the Lords ftabs the foul: , and makes a&
amanto throff him through. Thi¢ difcovers it

felfe in thturrﬁculm.
-1. Pisfty the Lord commonly and ufual'y lets
ia & kindeof samazemeny into tzemind‘ofa fin.

v . oes,

PR
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ver, and a kind of gaftering : As it is vvith a fuds
den blovy upon the head, ifit comes with fome
violence , it dazells a man, that hee knovves not
where he is;lut o it is generally vvith the foule,
the Lord lets in (ome flathes of bis wrath, and
darts infotbe evidencesofhis trach ipto the heart:
of a man, the hammer of Gods Law layzth a fod-
den blovy u}:on the heart , end this difcovers the
vile nature of finne ; as when a drankard is drune

‘ke today , and willbe fo to motrovy ; apd the
Minifier m\rth againt that fin , and yet hee
will bee Rill s and the blafphemer faith ,
Come let’s fyveare the Minifter oat of the Palpit,
now it may bee the Lard lets in fome fudden
trnch, that unmaskes the foule » and drives him to-
afudden amaze 4 that ngvy he fees his oorroptions
tobee otherwife then ever hee did ; com:
hee doth not yet fee the evill of inne 4 but hee
driven toa ftand and a pavefe , and hee dothnot
koove what to fz;f himfelfe , nor vvhat to think
of his finne ; ¢ is a kind of tumalt in his
thonghts, sad a confufed cumber, hee knowes not:
what to make of himfelfe , andhe goeth away in
akind of confofed diftemper : Thus it was wvith

~Paul yohen he vvas running a-long to Demafoms
and had gouten alufly Steed to make hafie, fod-
denly chere did fhine a light from heaven, and
bee Kﬂd a volce from heaven, faying unto bim,

Saul,Savl, why perfacutefi thoume? Hee mervailed

at the watter, and yet hee did not know vvbat.
the matter vwas 4 andtherefore he faith , V¥ ears
sheu Lord 1VVhas wenldeft theu bave mes doe ?

As it was with Seal, fo i ismoft commonly
with us all; &t be a2 poore man drops into
the Church, atm:urd!m in a\lig .- & the
Lord doth compafie him l;bom with {ome threat-

5 ings
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nings of the Law , and fhewes him the nature of
finne ,and the damnatigm that comes by it , and
thereupon his thooghts beginne to hurry in one
uponanother, and hee retyres home, and thinkes
thus with him-felR, Surely the Preacher fpake
wery ftrange things to day , if all bee trne that hee
?nke s then certainely my condition is naughr,

urely there is more infinne then ever I thou

ofy Ldid alveayes thinke that fuch finnes as were
grofle , and punifhable by the Law of man , were
abominable, and God vvas incenfed againft them :
baevvhae? vvill every wicked thonghe finke the
foule into hell unleffe God pardon it ? and is God
fo juft, and fo fevete , and vvill hee punith ol fin-
ners? and maft I anfiwer for all my perty oathes¥
11 fhall bee comdemned for my vvqrds, and
thonghts , it isa firange thing : well , T will en-
quireforther of the matter, it ismervailous hard if
it betrue. Many a man hath beene. thus, and goeth
tio furcher for the prefent.

- Fls Well then ; Secondly , hee refolves to
Reare the Minifter ageine, and hee falls to reading
and conferring yvith others , totry-ifitbee foas
the Minifter before revealed unto him, sud com-
only hee goeth to heare the fame Minifter agai-
ne, and by this meanes, vohat veith hearing ,and
reading , and conferring , hee feeth the thing hee

of is too certaine,and that the thing hee

ioned Before, isvvithoutall doubt: the
s jult, the Word is plaine , if God bee troe , this
istroe , The wages of finne i deathy; ‘Yea of every
finfull thooght : arid Hee that beleeveth not ircome
demned already ¢ fo that novv the finner beginsto
confider, that the condemnation threatned lga
not, and-thar God hachhim in chafe, and thae
panithment that God threatens, ball be execuced
. . mn
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open him fooner or lzter : thus the foale from 2
ecrall amazemest, comes to fee that jt is fo, and
“this meanes hee is furpeifed vvith a fodden feare
of fpirit in exxe&atién and fufpition of wvhitis
difcovereds left God thonld lay it apen him, in fo
moach that the foule faith , What if God fhoold
dampe me , God may doc it ;andsf God fhould
execute his vengeance upon mee, the foule feareth
that the evill difcovered will fall upon him , the
‘natare of his feare is this, hee knoweth there is
cenfe of fesre, and hee cannot beare the evils when
itiscome, He faithy 1am a fiofull wretch., and
God may damne mee for onghtI knove , end
what if God thould damne mee : this is thereafon
of thofe phrafés of Scripture,V'Ves have net received
the [pirit of boudage 10 feare againa : the fpirit
fhevves our bondage,1nd thence comes this feare.
. Bence it is tha the wapofle faith, God hash met
givem ws the (pirit of foanas “That: is o the fpititof
bendage that vyorkcsfeare; and therefore the Lord
faith by.MZ:, Thy bfe shalk hang in douit before
dhwe 5. and thew shals feare dey andmgle, shen
beoe mo of thy lifs. It is vvith & foule ja
thisfeare, asit vvas vvith Belshe((ar vvhen hee
tommanded the cops to bee brought out of the
houfe of the Lord, that hee and his Nobles ,- end
roncabioes might quaffe in them , and brave ¢-
guinft sheGod of 1frael: chen came a hand-yvriving
siaf him onthe vvall ,andvvhen hee fawv it,
thoughts roubled him , and hisface begen 0
gacher palenele , and his knees knocked -one &
: Enin&anotha. asif hec.fhonldfay , Sorcly there
fome ftrange evill appointed for mee, and vvith
that, bis heartbeganto tremble and thake ; Ioft
foivis yvith this feare, hee that rannesryorinthe
- ¥vay of evickednefle , 8¢ thinkes to defpife s;:d;
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Sptrit, Xtohate the Lord A and refift the
P;tkeofhhguce,& fmhmhmfd&. Let
& heare the Minifter, tlmvveevny cavill
g::a, and perfecuce bim.”
Nowitmay bee there comes thisfeare & hand-
sguinft him 3 and vvho knovves bue the
itm e thas vvith thee,vvhofoever thonare :
for lhuiunoteof the child of thedevil, to hate
Gods fervants and Minifters. Novyvvhen s weic-
ked man humthu. hee faith , The vvorde of
God vvas profefly fpoken annu.thefenmy
Sinnes , and thefearethe I
threatted agaioft them, & ereﬁore
not§ be damned ? and "'?..n notlbee
d? end chus his heart is foare
ins to reafon wvith himlelfe; Is chiodwnuu
of fione ? and are t.hetudgememof God denown~
ced againkt ﬁrﬁllcreameuwhythea.nhuﬁ'
Godioqld

lay thefe Indgements upon wy foule 2
this day ; hee may plack mee ontofthe land of
thclivm !lamfmmyﬁmm » and

d:fmanmfnchdmmd agtinfithem,
vvhy may not thisbee? and vvhen

goeth to bed hee reafonech thas ; vehae &
Ioenrrifemotel andvvhen hee home.
wvhat if T ncver recarne more 7 & God may ke
me vvith my meet in' my mouth , and cd mee
.dovwne into hell fire for ever. The foale being in
lhiu&ne and the heart being thus and

widnbe&n of Gods follo-
wehcmnlikuhilor heeishindred 8ill
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The heart beingthus peftered with this feare, it
isnot able to endure it, hee laboats to drive avvay
this trouble and dread from his minde, and fill hee
thinkes God is againft him , and hee heares fome
behind him faying, Thou muft come to Iudgement
.and be p‘lﬁned. Now the foule labours to drinke
away o andplay away this Sorrow. Another man
haply that was a prodigall before, rifeth now
early , andwill bee exceedingly bufied about his
occafions alltheday long , that thefe things mzz
take up his minde g and the reafon is , therelyet

R

fomething at the heart,and hee cannot tell vvhich .

way todriveaway hisfeare , but heelaboursall in

vawne : For this is to make up walls with uatem.

morter , vvhich wvill prefently fall downe s

it is 2s much as a man thould labour to eafe him-

felfe of finby finning, to givea man cold drinke
in a hot boming Feaver,

111, Thirdly, the Lord parfucth the foule,and
when the heart cannot beetid of thisfeare, the
Lord begins to let fly againft the foule of 2 finner,
and difcharges that evill upon him which was
formerly feared , and aficion enters into the
heart. The nature of feare, is to feare an evillto
come : povv the Lord makes the foule to fee that
itis oot on:ldy ﬁt drunkards and adulterers that
are ;l,:.mm d y but every finfull thought,and idle

w0 .

The foule would faine have driven milthls
feare , but theLord will not let him , but faith ,
Thefe curfes thall kindle upon thee, and fhall cone
tinue for ever to thy perdition. And hence comes
this forrow , the Lord lets in fome vein of his
vengeance, & fome fecret difpleafure of his, and
makesfinto tgb tlii:r?uk' & then ;(lix:dclnrfehlzéth

e as it were es the fire
ugonhlm.& » veee ki vt
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of hiswrath upon him really , & makes him fee
this is thatvvhich hee feared. Novv his confci-
ence is all on a flame within him , and hee faith
to himfelfe, Thou haftfinned and offendeJ 2 jat
God, and therefore thou muft be damned, and to
hellthoumult goe : ‘Thisis the particular fei
of the curfeupon a finfull foule ; for this is the
natareof true forrow » if evillbeeto come o wee
feareit , if evill bee upon us , wee grieve and for-
rovv forit , herein is the greateft vvorke of all ,
andthe Lord dedles diverfly as hee feeth fit; fpe-
cially thefe three wayes.
. L. Firft, if God have a purpofe to civilize a
man, hee vvilllay his forcow asa fetter upon him;
‘heeonely meanes to civilize him, and koocke off
his fingers from bafe courfes, as we have knowne
fomeinour dayes ; many defperate perfecutors of
'Gods peo%lee » Godcafts this forrow into their
hearts,& they fay,they will perfecuteGods people
no more , haply they are naught Rill, but God
confines them : firft , God onely rip$ the skinoe a
litde , and layeth fome fmallblow upon him: bot
ifa man have beene rude and agreatryoter , the
Lord begins tofervea Writ uponhim, and faith,
Thouart the man, to theebe it fpoken, thy finnes
are weighed , and thou art foundtoo light , hes-
venand falvation is departed from thee, thy for-
row isbegun here, neverto have end f:etafter,
bt thou muft continaein endlefle torments : thoa
haft continved in fin, and therefore & cthe'
fierceangerof the Lord tobee theetorever .
fothatnove the foule feeth the flathes of hell , and
Gods vvrath upon the foule , and the terroars of
helllay hold upon the hesrt, and hee confefleth be
isfo, and he hath done fo, & therefore heeis e
Jpoore damned creature , and then the foale laboars
0
' |
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towelter it , and irmay bee his confcience vvill
bee deluded by fome carnall Mibifter that makes
the way broader than it is , and bids him goe and
-drinke , and play , and worke avvay his forrow ;
or elfe is may bee , hee fops the mouth of confci-
ence withfome outward performances ; it may
bee his confcience faith , Thou haft committed
thefe and thefe finnes, & thou vvilt be damned
fb‘:e thems a:dnd ttﬂ: hee entre::;:hconfciencc o

quiet and hold his peace , and hee will pray in
his family , and hesre fermons , and take ul;:royme
‘good courfes , and thus hee takes vp a qaict civill
coarfe, and fayeth here avvhile, and atlaft comes
tonothinge . - ‘

11, Secondly, if God intends to doe toa
man, hee will not let him goethus , and. fall to a
civill courfe : When a men beginsto colour over
-his old fins , andGodlmhbmimhk teeth, that
hee cannot worry as formerly , but yet there is no
powerin him ; if the love thatfonle, hee
will much the more clearely reveale his fins unto
bim ; God will ‘pluck away all kis chambering
and wantonnefle , all his pride and peevithoefle,
20d pull offhis vizard, and thew him ali his finnes,
and puefae him 4 therefore as before , God entred
theblow, fo now he followes it home, N

Andh:‘;;sgh ;_:;hnt ) ﬁi::! , b!;bcm ;,j: ?f
Alwighty flicke faft inmae thevenome t|
‘il-z;,g’ up my fpiriss , and the terrors of the Almighiy
mnrwhmﬁlchbp vieeevery W ay. L

And as Dayid faith, Tbﬂ%ﬂvﬁxgqx%&
& my ffos are ever beforemes. f God love 2 finner,
and meane o doe to him ; hewill not let
bymlooke off his finne ; the Lord will ferret him
from his denne, and from his bafe covrfes and
pradifes : Hee will be wi:: you in all your ﬂﬁ;;

2
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Jing and pilfering , and in all your curfed devices,
if you belong to him hee will not give you over.

Aodin another place Iob faith , How i
thennet depart frem menor let mee alone till I fwalios
downe my [gistle} lob. 7. 19. Youhad beuera

deale now have your hearts humbled and
en , andfce your fiones , than to fee them
when there is no remedy.~

And in another place the holy man Ieb (aith,
Then wilt net fuffer vres uug- wybreath , bt

Llleft mee with bisterneffe , Iob 9.18. Your eyes
have beholden vanity,and therefore now you thall
fecthe Lords wrath againft you for your finnes;
and you have breathed ont your venome sgainf
the Lord of heaven, therefore now hee will flt
your foules with indignation, in fomach that ye
fhall breath in his wrath , as yee have breathed
out your oathes againft him : ‘you have filled the
Lords eyes & cares with abominations; and

the Lord of heaven fhallbll you anfwerably with

his wrath. -

And in another place Tob faich, VVils thom braate o
dryleafe toffed to and fre ? And yet the Lord brake
him : Now the foule feeth all the evill, andaibe
Lord purfu.th him , andfetsconfcience a worke
to the fall. Confider that of the Apofle. Ther all
Shefe might bee damned which belesved net the trah,
bt had plesfure in wnrightoonpreffe ; Even all of
them. What 4 fhall no great ones bee faved ? No,
nor you litle ones neither ; all that lay not hold
upon Chrift, but bave pleafure in unrighteonf-
neffe » not onely greatones , and fuch as are abo.
minably prophane , but even all that had pleafure
io wickednefle. Now Confcience faith y Doeft
not thou know that thoa art one of them that
Bave had pleafure in unrightcoufiefle » therefore

: . away
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away thou muft goe , and thou fhait bee damned .
Now the foule (hakes , and isdriven beyond it
felfe , and would utterly faint, bat that the Lord
wpholds it with one hand , as hee beats it downe
with the other ; he thinks , that every thing is
againft kim, and the fice burnes to confume hum,.
and hee thinkes the ayre wi!l poyfon him , Con.
{cience fliesin his face, and hee thinks heil mowly
is- open to receive him , and che wrath of God
hangs over his head, and if God fhould take away
l;n:u life, hce fhould tumble head-lorg downe to-
Now the foule is beyond all ‘fhife s when it is-
day 4 hee witheth irvweremg t, and whenit is
night . hee witheth it were day ; the wrath of
God followeth him whereloever hee goeth , and
the foule would faine bee rid of th:s,. but hee
eannot ; and yes all the while the (oule is not hea-
vy and (orrow full for finne ; hee isburdened , &
‘conld bee conrent to throw away the punifthment
end horror of finne,but not the fweet offinne : as
it is witha childe that takes a live coale in Tiis
Hand,. thinking to piay with i, when hee feeles
fwe init, hee throwesit away ; hee doth nor
- ttirow it away , becaufe it is b'ack, byt becaufe ic.
barnes him : Soir ishere : A finfull Wretch will
throw away his finne , becaufe of the wrath of
Gad that is- due to him tor it, and the drunkard
will bee dranke nomote ; bot if hee might have:
his queanrsand hispots withont any punifhment
or trouble, hee would have them with all his
heart, hee loves the blackand fweet of finwell
enongh , but hee loves not the plague of finne.

Foolsfh pc?b ( faith the Prophet Jiarsplagued fer
sheir fius. 1f thou roareft for difquiec of hearr, and
thy bones axe broken it islbecaufe of thy ﬁm:; :

i 3 7
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thy pride , and drunkennefle , and uncleanefle ‘
brought this upon thee ; if thou wilt bee eafed of
the lqﬂ:ve. throw away thy corruptions , if yos |

rYd e the effe removed, then take away the |
canfe.

There aretwo things in finne which make &
man forrowfull ; Firfl, finne it felfe,that doch de-
file a man, and feparate him from God : Secondly,
the ponifhment of finpe. Now the finner lookes
either fo farre at finne asit canfeth panithment, ot
as it feperates from God.

" Haply afinner will come to this, hee will be
content to carry hisheart , and that furioofly a-
gainft finve 4 becaufe it brings Ladgements & pla- |
gues ; Bat thus far a hypocrite may goe , a Judes
aCamea Saul; Caine Would fay his fins w«h:fm- |
ter then could bee forgiven ; nfe he had kil-
Jed his brother; buthe conld never fec his finfo
vile, becaofe itdid feparate him from God. .

Now iathe third place, if the Lomfe to
.doe good tothe foule, , hee will not im to
be qaiet here, but hee openeth the eye of the fon-
Ie further sand makes him forrovv , not becanfe
‘It isagreat and thamefull fione, but the Lord faith
to the foule , Eventhe leaft finne makes a fepara-
tion betweene mecandthee ; sndthe heart be-
gins to reafon thus : Lord, is this true ? is this
the fmart of finne 7 and i8 this the vile nature of
finne? O Lord ! how odious are thefe abomina-
tionsthat caufe this evill, and though theyhad
nctcaufed this evill , yet this is worfe then the
evill ; thar they make a feperation betweene God
and my foule » Good Lord, vvhywas1 borne ?
and why came I into thisworld # why did God
continue mee heere , andall the meanes of grace
formy good , andallthé comforts of zhxs’lxi:e

vyhe.
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whereby my courfe might be maintained and
made lefle tedious ? vvhat if I did want chis hor-
rour of heart , and had all the eafe in the vvorld ?
and whatif I might beefree from all mifery on
earth 7 vvhat vere this, fo long asI had finne in
oy foule , that makes a feparation berweene God
and my foale ? I vvas made to bee one vvith God,
and to have commanion vvith God,and to obey
his commandements ,bot I have de from
God by finne, and departed from his comman-
e eileffe anda graceleffe man ds « mifareble

A e anda e man is a miferd
mn'n,t!hovgh hee vvere never plagued at all;I was
made to honpur God , and I have dooe n:xhi
elfe but difhonoared him : 1 vvas made to fubject
mwy relfe tothe good vvill of Ged , butI have
wvithdravvne my felfe from his vvill , and thisis
my mifery and my plague ; 1f1had beeneinhell,
and had not had finnes, I had beene 2 happy man,,
and though 1 had beene in heaven, ad had
fiooe , 1hadbeene amiferable man; becaufe it
makes 2 feperation betvveene meand my God. :

Nay , the finner ftill thus pleads vvith himfelfe,
What is thisto mee that I am rich and miferable,
honourable and damned , to have quiet, and cafe
here , anda benumned confcience , and foin the
end to be throvvne among the devills ?

1€ L had all the cafe, vvealth, honors , & friends
in the world  fo long as T have this vile heart I
could not be s happyman.

If you were never pierced for your finnes,your
condition is wofull, yon fhall have enough of it’
oneday : youtha are ‘never troubled for -your
finnes bus goe on fmoothly , know this, I charge
you in the name of the Lord Iefus Chrift, though'
you had all the eafe and pleLaﬁlra indhe wor!ld.lb

. ' 9 ong
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fong as you have thefe pround 5 furdy, unfiithfull.
Bearts,youareas mi e cremwures as eyer brea-
thed uponthe face of the carth.

Thus the heart complaines , as fometimes the
lamenting Churchdid, 7Veete s thar wew have

Juned not becaufe wee have deferved plagues, bue
becanfe wee have finned. Woe to us ; for the God
of grace is gone from us, and the God of mercy is.

- gone fromus, becaufe wee have finved 5. and the
God of bleffednefie is gone from us,.becanfe wee
have walked in curfed wayes.

Holdhere,and then your foriow goeth right ;
if the foule can fay , though I haveno horrour of
heart, yet if [ have this finfull heart, I am a mife.

- table man. -
Sometimés God deales thus puncually with a

man s Firft , hee drives him to an amzement »

Secondly , hee workes in hiro mervailon- feare of
evill that is to come ; Thirdly, heepeficfieth the
fonle with the feeling of the evill,-and fo forth ,as
in the forroer particulars , but yet is bound to oo
time , andtherefore wee muft ‘not limit the holy
One of Ifracl: itis true , the Lord may prefle
in upon thefoule, and worke all this on the fad-
den , but yet experience hath proved , and realon
.will tonfirme it, vvhen God workes never fo-
fuddenly, hec affé@eth the foule thus: wheoa
¢ foule commethinto the congregution , hes:
eth fome truth upon him ,. that is new and ter-
rible ,. fo that the foule dare not deny ir, noryet
fally refitt it, bat isin a maze, and by it may be the
Lord opens his eyes,and awakens his confcience,
& makes that more evident ro the foule,and foim -
mediately arrefts the foule, and then forrovy fal's
in amainevpon dc; and the hearc chickes God
meant his consfes,. and the Minifter fgakng;iln;‘!

.
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him ; and hee moft goe down to hell fuddenly 5
fo that fometimes the finoer cries out in the con-
gregation, and thovgh hee containe himfelfe for
atime, yet bee buckles under the burthen ; all
this may bee done at one Sermon, in one do&rine,
or inone of anufe ; bue ufually thisI have
fpoken of, is Gods manner of working.
Objef¥, Hovv doth the foule behave it felfe une
der this (orrovy ?
1. vnfw. lanfwere, theheart is moft ofall
weary of the burthen of finne , as it is inne, and

thinkes it the greateft burthen inthe world :asa =~

man that hath agreat burthen on his backe wrin-
cheth this vvayand that away , and if hee can-
not remove it, yethevvilleafeit; fo the hears
wfcth allMmeanes , and taketh all courfes, that if
it were poffible, it may caft off and eafe it feife of
the vileneffe of finne g and plague of finne. This
‘weearifomnefle of the foule, which follovveth
the sveighe of finne, makes it felfc knovvoe
in thefe three particulars.

Firft, his eye is ever opon it , his mouth isever
fpeaking of it , and hee is alwayes complaining
againft it,and hee is readily content to take fhae
to himfelfc forit. If aman have 2fere placeinhis
body , his eye , and his finger will ever bec u
it: fo itis with the foule; Asthe people when
they apprehend the hideous wrath of God againft
them, they entreated Semuel to pray for them,

EOI’( l;y':hey ) ¥ Ves have added 2o all enrfrunes thie
Decially, in asking ws a King, 1 Sam,12.39. .

As i{ is wf&h‘a man :’l:f: hath the flone in the
reines o or fome fitch in his fide , or where ever
his paine or trouble is ; there hee complaines
moft; and when the Phyfitian comes to feele on
his body, hee faith ,1s it hirer No faith hee: It

s - is
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is hete : and when hee commeth to the right ‘
place, hee faith, There it is, cut there , and launce
there: Soit is witha manthatis ftung with the
vile natnre of finne , when hee comes to com.
plaine of finne , hee doth not altogether complai-
ne of his horrour, nor of death; buthe faich,
O !that chambring and wantonneffe , that pride,
and Rubborancfle, and rebellion of heart ! Oh !
at rioting, and malice agaioft the Saines of
God ! Thefoule feeth this, and complaines of ity
and takes fhame to himfelfe for it; as Penl dea.
les with him(elf: which arguesa heare wes-
ry of corraption. I was a perfecutor , and abls-
fphemer,and the Iike ; and Iwas received to mes-
cys; heedothnotfay » I wasinhorrour , orin
trouble , burT wasa perfecutor ; hee doth not fay,
1 was thus, and thus plagoed , but Lwas an inje- |
tious perfon to Gods Church , there hee was wes
1y , andthere hee would bee eafed, if it wese
poffible, Let allvile wretches tremble at it » for
God hath h for all Pharashes and Nimweds,
Away therefore with all thefe anwi:g cries
complaints; it is the natare of that bit tocry
and fintter moR when fhee is farthe from her
neft, becmufeby this meanes thee would cosen
paflengers, & fave her oung opes : So itis with
an-hypocrite, hee wil complaine a great sway
. his fione, and have fome fecret turning.
It# admirable to fee how herd itis for a men
tolay open his finnes before God, it is a igne thas |
is never weafLof fin, that hee is not wi
truly to confefle his fin , when he is la ‘
toit, & when he pretends it ; it is troe fome-
times God willaccept of & confeffion made 1o |
himin fecret 5 if it bein truech ; but when God
wilibave & gan anbowell himfelfe, and al his -
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bominatioos, and when a man commeth and defi-
res comfort in this kiode, then for a man to coyer
his finne, and to complaine a farre off, of fome or.-
dinary corruption , which every poore childe of
God is troubled with, and that particular luft
w hereofheeis guilz{. for thame he is not willin
to acknowledge; this argueth that the heart js
naught , and never found this wearifomnefle of
finoe : I know, that the beft heart onder hesyen
wrill have many windings and tarnings ; but the
Lord wiil neverleave theheart in this cafe, till
hee come to deale phainely ; and fay, Thefe are m
finnes , andthisis my uncleaneneffe , and this fs
my fectettheft, and thus he omneth himfelfe at
large, to that man whom God hath appointed for
thatend;s bue fome are content to confefle and .
complain of their inswhen God hath them npon
the rack , a8 7udes did ; bue marke, his punithe
ment is the greateft canfe of his complaint , and
hell ishis greateft feare, hee is weaty of fione, be-~
caufe of the plague and punithment due tor, bae
hee neverregards the vilenefe of finne in thisre..

caufe it makes a feperation betweene God
ad his fonle. Secondly, as the foule compizines
of the vile nature of finne , and defires to have his
face covered with thame, fo in the T#cdnd place, it
will never meddle with, not give way to any .
thing that is fiofull, fo farre asitis revealed fo'to
bee, ferting afide fuddaine paffions , and violent
temptations; but when a man is come to himfelfe
ine, bis confcience is awakened ; this is fure,
foule will not dare to tamper with any thing
that is infall : why ? becanfe it hath beene wea-
ried with the bnn{en of itbefore. It is the pra-
&ice of the lamenting Church in Hofoa s Athur
thal s ot fave s, Wos Will net rede on herfes eivter :;f
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8¢ fuy to the warkes of our bands,Te are o Gods : for
with thee the fasherleffe finde mercy . Bofea 1. 3.
That is , wewill meddle no more with any ‘
thatis finfall,whereby wee have dithonoured ‘
heretofore ; for they had ttufted in their hortes,
and made Idols , and relied upon them , but now
they caft them cleane off. :

The reafon is, becaufe when the foule feeth
finne, as itis fin ,and thatit is a borthen to the
foule, and the heart isnow weary of it, it wil lay

_no more weight upon it s becaufenovv the heart
is weary enough already. The blafphemer feares
an oathsand the adulterer thakes to feehis ;
and hee tremblesto fee theplace where his abo-
minations have beene committed , and now his
heart loathes all thefe. 1f a man hath bin onceat
deaths doore by drinking deadly ﬂoyﬁ:o. be will
never tafte of it more ; Nay, he will notendiare the
fightofthat cup, hee vvill rather farehardly , and
rather Rarve then eate and drinke that vvhich
fhalikill him : fo (" ith the foule ) it is finne that
hath made afeperation betvveene me and my God,
this pride,or this uncleaneffe had bin the death of
me, if Godhad not been mercifullunto mee, and
therefore Y vyill rather finke and die then meddle
vvith thefe fins any more,

Andhence it is, thatifany thing come wnder
thecolour of corruption, thefoule that is
vveaty of fiane, faith, Omitting of this
evill, and therefore I wvill not omit it, the
of this a&ion is finfull , and therefore I vvill not
doe its becaufe the finne s vvorfe then the plague,
he vvill take the lefle evillof thetvvo , a8 vvee
ofe to doe in other matters : if a man bate his
finne for the plagne , then fo foone asthatisre-
moved, he returncs to his finne againe, the blovv
- was
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was but weake. This vvas the fault in Iude his
forrow, hee did fez, and confefe hisfinges , and
bewaile them , anddid morethan many will doe
novv a dayes, andtooke thame tohimfelfe 5 bt
though hee confeffed and complained of his finne,

et hee vvould rather commit murther upon him-
£Ife. then uhder-goe the horrour of fin3if hee had
beene vveury offin becanfe of the loathfomn:ffe
of its hee vvould not have laid violeot hands upon
himfelfe : Thefe tvvo paflages are every yvhere ,
wvhere wrue faving grace is. v
ILI. Now in the third place, If God fhonld
deprive a finoer of his judgement, and horrour of
confcience , yetif hisheart bee tmel{ayprehen-
five of fione ssitis Gone], hee cannot [ay afide his
forrovv s fo longas fin prevailes, and gets head
againft him , anddogges him up and dovvne, no-
thing vvill contenthim o but the removall of his
6nne : Thatfoale vvhich vvascured by any other
meane fave osely by CHRIST, vvas never truly
for fin : if eafe cureshim, then horroue
yvas his vexation: If honour cure him, then-
fhame vvas hisburthen : If riches cure him,then
poverty did moft ofall pinch him : bat if the foule
vvere troly vvounded forfinne, then nothing can
cure him buta Saviour to pardon him , and grace
to purge him : for vyhat is that to the foule, to
have eafe aod liberty, vay to bein heaven, if he
have a naoghty rebellious heare 2 nay, if it vvere
ble for him yto bee in heaven vvith bisfinfall
rt, it vvould tyre himand burthen him there
Therefore thofe foales that are curedby any thing
faving by Chrift, thofefoules vvere never truly
vvounded forfione asfinne : 1t may be, horrous
and vexation layheavy upon them, bat it vvas not
the froake of fiane Ihltdi;l‘ttonble theme h
: en
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Then gather upall; Hee that ontof the vilenefle
wvhich hee feeth in finne , is content to_ take
fhame to himfelfe, and vvill not meddle vvith his
finne, neyther carelefty ner vvillingly , and is not
cured by miy thing faving Chrift", this man behe
veth himfelfe wuly in the firft place. Thus much
of the trgall.
secondly : againe , the foule isrefileffe in im-
portuging the Lord for mercy , and wvill not be
ieted till it get fome evidence of Gods favour
the fonle vill take no nay, it vvillnat be conten-
ted anleffe it can findé fome glimpfe of acceptance
through the goodneffe of God in Chrift. Thisis
laine, if amanbe barthened wvitha yveight oe
ome heavie loadthat is laid opon him, if that hee
be fallen under kis burthen, hee lyeth here like ro
dye, andifthere be none necre to faccour him, a
hiscareistocry out for helpe , though hee fecth
. noman, yet hee cryeth out, O helpe, help,for the
TLords fake, Su!vvas veithout fightthree dayes, &
5o doubt he prayed to Godall that vyhile,A&s.
9.17. asif hehed tefolved to give him no reft till
hehad foand mercie : this is the nawre of troe
Corrovv , iteverdrives a man to God , vvheress
t eprobate forrovv drives aman from God : Ny, it
may be , though the heare thinks it thall never
find mercy,yet the Lotd carrieth onthe foule inan
earneft delire, and ufing thie meanes, aud vvill not
off from God , and from his yvord ; and Sacra-
ments, and ordinances s Nay, though he fometime
concludes, that he fhall néver getmetcy , nof:‘get
povver againft his corruptions; and then one faith,
You had bef leav e offall ; Nay, (faith the foale
1 cannot be vvorfe than I am,if I go tohell ,1 wi
goe this

way,
There u:lb}k of fortovy in the hm.vvhic‘h‘
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is heayenly and godly, but reprobate forrovy ever
drives a man from God, and makes him fay , 1f [
am damned , I am dambed , ifI bea rcprobate 1
am fo. O thou vvretch ! is thisall?1fa poore crea-
ture that is prefled vnder his burthen crieth for
helpe, vvhenalmoft nature and firength doth faile,
Lee cryeth fill for helpe, and thatisall hee can
fay,and fo heedyes, and this is the laft vvord thas
he fpeakes vvith afoft fill votyce, O helpe, hel-
pe : Soitisvviththefoule of a poorelanguithing
fioner, vvhen the heartis burthened vviththe vi-
lenefle ofthe mature of fin, and the feparation
from God by the fame,he doth oot novv cry eafes
and liberty, and richesLord : No, he cries mer-

cvsmercy Lordon this vile heart of mine, and
give mepovver againft thefe mighty lufts : and
after many meanesufing vvhen he ‘is going the
-yvay of all flefh,his laft vvord is, Mercy. )
M ee thinkes 1 feethis poore foule ﬂitﬁng awsy,
& faying » How many finnes have I committed ?
- Oh mercy , mercy , Chrit. Andthis isthe lat
word he fpeaketh, & fo he dyes; and no queRion
bat mercy fhall be given. Itis not a Lerd have
mercy upon, mee , & God fergiue mus will ferve \he
turne : No, it is otherwile , if ever God fet home
this worke, hee will make you retleffe in fecking
mercy, & nothing fhallcontent you but mercy to
pardon your finnes, and grace to fubdue them,
aud the foule thinkes , if mercy would but fhine
npon him, and if his finoes were takenaway, that
they might never hinder him in a Chriftian cour~
fe ,- heewerk a happy man : thisis the frame of
the foalethat istruely weary of finne.

‘When the young man came to Chrift,& played
faire and afarre off, and faid, he coold doeany,
thing. Well (faid Chrift ) if thou canft doe any

M2

thing
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thing, then gee and [ell althat shes haft, evd g

¥ tothe poore, but bee wens avay furrewfull, (Matth.
19. 22.) from Chrit (the tex: faith ) hee did bx
come to Chrift forrowfull , but vvent avvay for-
rovvfull from C HR I § T, whereas if hee b
beene barthened with finne as finpe , hee wonld
have come to Chrift forrowfull  and fay; Nowl
fee Lord, the world is 2 heavy barthen s O Lord
helpe me agaioft it , give mercy to pardon me,
and grace to remove it : but our Saviour heard 0
more of the yonng man, and asitis in thetext
this pricking of heart made the Iewes cometo
Faer, faying, Men anabretiven , VVhatshal v
doc? They did notas a great many fay nows
dayes ,- if the Minifter were farre enough of
from me, and I from him , I were happy, 160
not bee quiet for him : thefe are rebrobate fpet:
ches : buc the fionerthat is truely humbled ad
borthened with fin as finne, he comes home, #d
1s refolved to wait for mercy , till the Lord fhew-
ethmercy to him. Carnall forrow fent
sAclitephel o the gallowes, bat godly forrowymet
drives a manto God.

When Iena was in the Whales belly,hee fird:
Lord, thoogh I cannot come to thy temple,1 ¥il
looke tovvardsit : fo a lbrrowful{ foule that 1
truely burthened vvich finne » wvill fay, thou 1
cannot come to heaven, yet I vvil looke up t0
ven : and though I never finde mercy., yetf
mercy vvill I vvait : thy mercy onelyLotd el
contebt me. .

. But hovw is it poffible my fins fhonldmd‘:;
p’:erce my I?;nl:: ml:ris manner, nl.lﬁe: ‘:°;'
things in the vvorld ffne is moft g 0"
and nothing fo grie{io'us as GaS:e commande-
ments ?

1. REA-
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- 1. REAsoN.

Firft, the Soule muft be pierced vvith finne, be-
caufe that is the greateft evill of the Soule, vehich
if the heart doe truely apprehend, it cannot but be
moft of all burthened vyithit: 1f aman beare
tvvo vveights on his backe , that is moft gtievous
vvhich is moft heavie, if the one be thirty ,and
the other forty pound vveight , nature wvill be
moft busthened and prefled downe yvith the grea-
teft voeight : fothere is no evill fo properly and
dire@lyevilito the Soule , #s the evill of finne :
Panithment deprives the Soule of eafe and quiet,
but finne deprives the foule of God,and the maine
end for vvhich it yvas created, through vwvhich the
foale maft be happy, or for the vvant of vwhich it
muft be accurfed, Novv finne is as it vvere ten
thoufand veeight , vyBen asforrovy, and thame',
and punithment, they ae bat 2. hundred vveight :
if it vvere poifible for 2 mas toMave all the eafe
and quiet in the vworld:, andto be in heaven ; yet
ifhe had afoule bearvand 2 finfull foule, hee vvere

a miferable curfed creature,and.if ic vvere l;:)ﬁu
ble cobe in hell, free from finne, he vvere a happy
man.

There is nothing that can doe Ty good
to the Soale but God, and pothingp'coa':iﬂryogerly :
doe any hutr to the Soule, but fin, vvhicﬂ eftran.
geeh theheart from God , wvhich is the chiefet

. 1f aman hadall the pleafures aod contents'
e vvorld could afford, nothing vrill fatisfie the
Soule bot:God': andif the foule vvere in horroor,
“and had theprefence of God vsith it , it yvould
not but becomforted and quieted thereyvith. It
is pofiible ; nay, God doth it alfo, hee makes the
Souic ofa man feel: the :imhen of finne, |>ecav.1ﬁ:f
3 [¥]
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. of the vilenefle of it, afvvell as of the plague and
punithment of it. When foever the Lord vvill
faften a mans finne to his Confcience , he is able
to force the Scule to apprehend the evill of finpe,
asvvell as the torment ard plague of inne.
Aund the ground s this : take the foule asit is
poliuted vvith corrnption and all abominaticos,
finne is very croffe to the nature of it , the Soule
hath it’s being from God, and vvas made for him:
hovyfoever the povver of finné prevailed vich it,
and made it fall fhort of God ;, yetthe naturecf
the Soule lill,confidering it as it is a creature,it is
made for God, and defires to have fellowthip and
union with him; thercfore marke how Idifpute:
1f fin be the worft evill to the Soule , a3 croffing
the end of ir,ard depriving the foule of it’s chic.
£t good,then the Lord is able to make the Sonle
fee finne a3 the greatelt evill to_ the foule; Bot
finne crofleth the end of the creature ( for theend
of the creature is God- ward 3 and to have onica &
fellowthip with the Almighty ; )- Therefore the
"Lord isable to make the fonle fee the evillof

finne as well as the evill of punithment : no woo-
"der then that the heart be moft of all pierced
‘with finnes

I1. 'Rx-:Ason.

The fecond teafon, is, becanfe by found forrow
the foule is traly prepared and ‘fitted for the Lord
Yefus Chrift , and no other way 1hen this : Fer
when ihe foule comes to feelefinne in the proper
coleurs of it , and to be affeGted with theﬁah-
fomnes , that is, that finne which hath formerly
ovet.ruled it : now the foule begins ro renounce
the power of that finne , and to vvithdraw him-
felfc from the domibion of his corruptions A fo

- T
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that themnion betweene: finne .and the foule is
now.broken ,and roome is prepared » and way
made for the Lord Iefus to come into the foule 3
when forrow hath wearied the heart, and loofened
it from the love of finne, then the heart is firted
for ChriRt. Asit iswith ayeffell thar hath beene
for dithorour, if aman vvill turne the nawre of it,
and make it a veffell of honour, he maft not ol'!:z
bear it alittle,bat he muft melt it thronghly,:
then it is fit to bea veflell of honour. So th* fonle
of every finfull man & woman is a veffel of difhos
pour, and finne hath mervailcully polluted them.

Novv ifyou will have your hearts firpedfor-Chrift,
I‘on moft not onely have your hearts warmeda
ittle by hwmiliatics, but you moft have them mel-
ted all to pieces,” and the heartmuft bee content
" to part withall abominations whatfoever , that
fo the Lord may take place init , and rule over
itseven for ever.” Firfl, caft out the firang man, and
then the Lord Chrift will come inand rake poffefs
Jin ofthe heart ; Sinne and Sathan are the tirong
man, andihe Lord Chrit bindes this firong man,
and cafts him out , when hee theweth the viles
nefle of Sinne, and wryeth the heart with the bur«
then of it; and binds the foule to good behavioury
that now theheare is readily content that Chrift
fhould co.ne and doe allinthe foule, :
Many have govnea great way in the worke of
hmiliaxmn,_&;%ct becaufe it never went through
to ihe guicke, they have gone backe againe , and
become asvile, as everthey were sl have knowne
men, thatthe Lord hath layed a heavie burthen
gpon them,and awakened their confciénces , and
driventhem to adefpetate extremity,and yet afies
much anguifh, and many refolutions, and the pria
zing of Chrift, as they conceived, & afier the ro«
. M4 nouncing
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nouncing of all , to take Chnift upon his owne
termes, asthey imagined ; and even thefe , whea
they have bin esfed and refrethed, & God hath
taken off che trouble y they have cometobe as
crofle to God and all goodnefle,and as foll of ha-
tred to Gods Children as ever,and vvorfe too.
Novv , vhy did thefe fall avvay ? Why vvere
" they never juftified and Sanified ? and vvhy did
they.never come to beleeve in «he Lord Iefus 2
The reafon is, becanfe theyr heartsvvere never
ierced for theirfinne , they vvere never kindly
ocfened from it  this is the meaning of the place
inlerem. (hap. 4. 3. Tlow wpthe fallow grounds
of your hearts , and fow not ameng thernesis nuthing
elte, b?twith found faving forrovv 1o have the
h-art pierced vvith the terrours of the Lavv eifing
upon it, and the vilenefle of finnevvounding the
Confcience for it. The heart of a man is com-
pared o fallovy ground thar is unfruitfull ; you
muft noc fovv amongf thornes and thiftles, h
plovvit, and lay it bare and naked, and then
caft in your feed, Ifa man plovy here a furrovv ,
and there a furrovy , and leave here andthersa
bavvke, heisneverlike to have s crop,there
vvill grove fo many thiftles, and fo much grafle ,
that it vvill choake the feed : our hearts are this
ground, and our corruptions are thefe thornesand
thiftles : Novv if a2 man'bee content to finde fome
Sinne harefull 5 becaufe it is fhamefull 5 bor wvill
keepe here s lutt and therc a luft, hee vrill never
make any goadhusbandry of his heare : though
a faithfull Minifter thould fovv all the grace of
the promifes in hisSoule,he vvould never g:
any good I:Lthem + but the corruptions t
remaine in the heart vvill hinder the faving wocke
the reof o
There-
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‘Therefore plow vp all, and by found faving for-
tow labourto have thy heart burthened for finne,
and eftranged from it , and this is good husban-
dry indeed 5 the want of this was the wound of
the shornie grownd 4 as you may fee in the Para~
ble, Mark. 13, thofe hesrershad much of the
Worldin them, much eafe, and profit , and plea-
fare, and thefe choaked the Word and made it
ueeerly unfroitfull , abd fo they never received
comfort nor mercy afterwards. This is that which
the Prophet David fayth, A contrite and broken
hears ; O God, show wilt not defpifes Plal. s1.17. If
you would have your hearts fuch as God may take
delighit imand accept ; you muft have them bro-
ken and contrite : David faith , Tee Lerds voyce
breaketh the Cedars of Lsbanme. So the voyce of the
Lord like Lightoing , muft thunder into the cor»
rupt heart of finfull Creatures, '

A Contrite heart is that which is powdered
all to doft, as the Prophet fayth 5 Pfal. 9o, Thew
brivgeft ms 20 duft, and. then thew fayeft , Returne
%aine yee [onnes of Men: So the heart moft be
broken all in piecés to powdet 4 and the union of
fione muft bee broken, and it muft be content to
be weaned from all inne, As yon may make any
thing of the hardeft flint that is broken all to dufty
foitis with the heart that is thus ficted and Fathio-
ned ; If there beany corruption that the heart
ingers after , it will hinder the worke of prepa-
ration : Ita man cut oft all from a branch, (ave one
fliver ; that will make it grow fhill, thar it cannot
bee ingrafted into- another flocke : So thovgh &
mans corrupt heart depart from many finnes and
fcandalous abominations : yet if hee keepe the
love of any one finne, it will bee his defiruction :
43 many aman afier horrour of heart hath hl:)d 2

ve
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Tove afier fome bafe Inft or other ,and is held by
4t fofafl, that he can neverbe ingrafied into the,
Lotd Iefus, This one loft may breake his neck
. and fend him downe to hell. So then, if the foale
onely can bee fited for Chrit by found forrow,
thenthis muft needs pierce the heart before Chrift
cancome there; bat the heartcanoot be ficted-for
“Chrift vvithour this 5 and therefore of necefbry ,
the heare moft be truly wounded with forrovy

for finne, .
III. ReAson,

[Sorrow for finne makes usfes & bigh

price upon Chrifi.

The lat reafonis this , becaufe by this meanes
‘the heart comes to fet a high price opon Chrit
and grace , eytherthe Grace of God offered in
the Gofpell, or that good vvay vvhich Ged harh
commanded vs to vealke in. If the heart finde
the greateft evill to bee in hotrour and vexarior, -
then eafe and quietneflc from thefe vill be the
greatd ¥ood 3 but novy the foule feeth Grace te

ce troely precious ; becaufe it fecth finne to be
truely vile : and this is the end why the Loed
makes the fonle fee the vilenefle of fin ; that the
heart may be bronght to fee the excellencie in
Chrift, and prize him above: all.

1, Quefl. Now there are two queftionsto be
anfwered : Firft , whether this found forrove be |
@ worke of faving grace, and fucha worke s can-
.OIbein,;Rtbmb;tﬁ her God doth work

2. Queft. Secondly,whether oth worke -
this in all men thaty "are truely converted and |
brought home to Chrift,and vvhether he workes
isinallalike or no ? '

vﬁ/'.
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Anfw, Forthefirt , vvhether is thisa worke -
f {aving grace yeaorno, and fuchas cannotbe
in a Reprobate : foranfwer to this : -

Firft , [ vvill fhew the order'that this vvorke
hath to the other Workes.

Secondly » ( will thew the difference of this
from fanQifying forrovv, and yet it comes to bes
fan&Xifyiong forrow.

For theorder: Firft, the heart in this worke is
ot yet conceyved to be in Chrift, but onely to
bee fitted and prepared for Chrift.

If you flop heere in your coofideration, and'
difpute not of any vvorke to come , itis onely in
the wvay to bee ingrafted into Chrift ; but fo,’
that undoubtedly that Soule vvhich hath this
vvorke apon it , fhall have faith povvred intoit :
for this is the meaning ofthat place , The Lord Ie.
[us came te feeke and fave that which was loff , Luke

19. 1o, Now tobeelsff , is not becaute 2 manis
fiofull and miferable in himfelfe ; buc hee is /g
that feeth the evill of finne , and the punithmene
that comes thereby , and comes to-bee loft ‘in his
own apprehenfion, in regard of his owne effate :
and hee that is-thus loft , fhall befure to have
Chriftand falvation by him, It was the end why
Chrit came , and therefore it thall bee fulfilled.

Bat he that is truly fenfible of his fone and the
vileneffe of it , and abhorres himfelfe for it, hee
istrnely loRt , he is not yer fetled on Chrift, for
then he wersfafe enongh , but he is traefy fenfible
of his.Jof} eflate , and therefore thall have faith &
Chrift ; thovghyet he partake not ofthem, yet
hee shall be everlaftingly faved dnd redeemed by
1efus Chrift. o ' R

Dueff. And therefore this is an idle queftion
What if aman dyein this wotk of preparation
before he come to have Faith 2 ~Axfw,



144 The Soules preparation

Anfw. 1 fay,it is an idlequetion ; becaufe it is
impofible that hee evhichis thus prepared for
Chrit andgrace , but hee fhall have them before
hedye: A;}xe Prophet fayh,Belwoldy Iwill fand my
Meffa ‘ore mee to prepare mywayes, Mal. 3.1,
2. 331:5:: theheartis fistedand prepared, the Lotd
Chrift comes immediately intoit; The Tem,
is the Soule , and the way isthe preparation
Chrilt; fo as the Souleiis yet to be conceivedas
in.the way of preparation for Chrift ; not to have
any formall worke of grace, whereby he isabic
to doe any thing for himfelfe.

The next thing, is the difference of the found
faving Sorrow , from fan&ifying Sorrove s and
yon mut knovv there is a double fotrovy. Firt,
there isa forrovy in Peeparation : Secondly,, there
" is aforrowin SanQifications :

- [ Two-fold Sorvesm.]

. The forrovv of the Soule in thi:pnmdve
wvorkeof it, isthasto be conceived ; when the
wvord of God leaves an impreffion upon the heart
of aman , fo that the heart of it felfe is asit vvere
a patient, and onely beargs the blov of the Spirit;
the fpirit ofjthe Lord , and the over-powring
force of the fame , forceth the Soale 1o besre the
Word : and hencecome all thofe phrafes of Scrip-
ture, as VVeunded, Pierced, Pricked, and the like ,
ovely in the Paffive voyce ;, Becanfe the Soale
i8 a patient, and the Lord by the ahnigbt{’hand
of his Spirit, breakes in uponthe foule, fo that
this S&now ia pnpr:don is ntb;re & Sorrove
wronght upon mee, then eny worke comming
from any Spicituall abiliry in my felfe,

' Vvbe
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[What preparasive forrowis |

This is Sotrow in preparation vvhen I am o
pacient, and vvherein I receive the worke of the
Spirit, and an forced and framed by the fpirit to
doe thatvehich I docinthiskind. - C

[Whas forrow in fanSificationis, ]

Rat then fecondly, there is & forrovv in San.
&ification, and thatis this , that forrow that
doth flow from a Spiritnall principle of Grace and
from that power vvhich the heart hath formerly

xeceived from Gods Spirit: For fan&ification
comes after joftification , and #fter the foule hath
‘received faith and grace , then the hearr hath 3
new povver finn unto it , vvhereby it isable to
fet forth it felfe into any holy aion,fo that in this
amanisa frecvvorker, vvhereas forrovvin pre-
paration is a vvarke vyrought on mee , and I am
apacient and doe onely endure it : but I have
not any fpiritnall povver ta doeany thing of my

Nowv marke vehat1{ay ' both thefe“are faving

forrowes , bat they differ mervailonfly : many
thinke that every faving yvorke is a ﬁn&ifling

vvorke, vvhichis falfe, for every faving vvorkeis -

not 2 fan&tifying vvork ,as thedpofile fayth, Rom,

8.30. Thefewhen heccalith, them he alfo juflifier,

wnd whom bee iufofies, bee glovifies, <

[ Every faving workeisnot 4 fanfifying

‘ © worke.] i

. Gloxification ' implyes fanQification here ia

perrsand glory for ever hetesfeer: thereis a favicg
vvorke 6% calling,but yet nota gu&iﬁmg warfl‘;:r:
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fot, vecatron is when God' {o-farre enlightens the
minde, as tobuckle the hearr, andk to tarne ic
away from corruption to hinreend thew afterwards
.God{nings the heart to be jufified, and then fan-
Qified : they are fiiltonllod, sacd 1 Eoes jogfifled, and
then glovified. . . .

., . SIMIECE

_ 'The difference of thefe two- woskesis thus to-
bee conceivedin this Gmilkade , asitis with the
wheeles of a clocké that runyquite wrong 3 wha
mafta man doe to fet’ this clacke right agaide ?
e muft irft flop it that is ronne 0o longer wrong,
and then tarne ityand fet the wheeles righs;-Now
all this vvhile the clock is a pacient, work-
‘an dothall. ‘
"~ Secondly, when it is thus fet right , then the
vrorkeman puts the plummets and vveightsom it
and no;/: x‘:c Whef:‘::d can rm‘:,ne ;5 th
- verweof that poyfe and vveight they have gomen
fo that thele tg:o ate hiueelgdiﬁetezuaim
Yot fo it isvvith the frame - of the Souke - the
wvill and the uﬂ'e&sons"l\lchmlﬂhev‘é*!
‘of this great and curions clocke{fot the foule gocs
. hell-yvard and fin.ward , the minde kbowwes oo~
thing, and the wvill & the affe&tions embrace mo-
thing bt Helland Sinne Joovv to brisgthefe imo
‘an holy order , the Lord maft ftqp the foule , and
that is done by the difcovery of-finnc. and by bis
humiliation of héart ; vwhen'the Lord lets a man
fee his Gnoe , andfaysh tobim 1f thou wilt have
fione , thou moft have helland all together ;and
then the foale fayth ; 1fit bee o, I will meddie oo
more with fihne : the Adulterer vvill be waclesnt
10 morets and the Drunkacd veill be drunke e
more. . : .

Nory,
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@ vv,arhen the foule is thus tesoed,itlockedr
$o Heavenward, and Godwvard , and is content
Chrif? thould rule over is : All this vyhile thefou'e
js ameere patieat , this isa faving vvorke, and &
vvorke of Gods Spirit vehere ever itis foundly
wronghtyand veill io the end be faith and grace.

But novv vvbenthe Soule isfer Heaven-vvard,
and God juftifiesa poote finser,and pluckes him to
himfelfe by faith, & adopts him ta be his childey
then the L-O RD ilves him of his Spirit , 20
this s as. the wveight of thefoule; thea by the
povver of that Spirit. the foule js ableto runne
right, dnd hath a principle of grace in.it o and the
poife of the Spirit of grace which doth pofefle
thie foule,makes it able freely ta mourne for Gnne,,
and to bave the beart enlarged in_the fervice of
God : this ismai:;l{v the ifying vorke.

of, The fecond queftion is this, vwhetheg
doth the Lord yvorke thisinall, and vvherher
dorh he vvorke itin all alike ar no? For I perceive
the *heartsof many poore Chriftians aregalping
for this , the Lord never wrongln',um meein
shis manner, and my heart vvasaever thus battered
and braifed. ’

Anfw. For the anfovere of this gueftion , T will
handie three things : Firft , that the vvork is the
fame inall : Secondly , thar the manner s diffc-
gent in the moft : Thirdly, that many have itin
them , and yet perceive it not bovvor when it
wvas vvrouih.r., . B .

¥ir , this wworke of Conmtrition of heart is
wvrought in every one for the fubftance of it , be-
fore he is, ‘or can be planted intd Chrift : for the
eruch of this Scriptore is plaine,andreafon is pre-
gnant, Scripuires are many , I will onely nama
shree), as tha jn Luie, t?ur Lord Iefys Chrift

¢ P
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come to feske andt: fove thas which was o, Luke

39. (0. . .
.« [ The qualification of thofe whom
. qun:ﬂwill . fav{. ] 4

\We may obferve tovo things : Fir@t, the qualif-
‘eation ef that party vwhom Chrift vvill feeke and
Jave :hee muft be a&off man in his ovvne apprehen-
fion: Secondly , fee the cereainty of falvation of
fach 3 one,Chrift came for thisend ; hee cameto
feeke up , and’ fave that wvhich vvas loft. Novy

- Chrift vvill nor miffe of his end 5 hee came for the
&/t Sheepe then thelofk theepe hee vvill have; and
though the loft flicepe cannot fecke nor fave them-
felves, yer Chrift vvill fave them,

- Thas ycufee , all men muoft be thus difpofed
before |iey can be faved : and ifthus fired asd
difpofed , ‘they thall be certainely faved; ¥tis not
esough foraman tobe in 2 miferable efareand
damoable condition, but hee muft alfo feedeyand -
dis heart moft be truely affeGted vvithit, & finde
and feele the burthen of it; not fo much foc the

. punithment 5 ‘but foz finne vvhereby his heart is
eftranged from God, and alfo Godfrom his foule.

" Novv that the fenfibleneffe of his loft condition
‘#s there fpoken of , and this man that hath ir thal
be faved, may appeare, becaufe the fentibleneffe of
-amans condition in regard of the ponithment of
finge isfoch , & 2 man may bave, and yet never
have grace and falvation :  Cain had thefeelin
of Gods verath, andfelc the punjthment of it ,
fo did ludmsalfo , andyet they vvere never fought
up por faved.

The fecond place of Scripture , is out of Zefm,
Ne wan commah 2o s except the Father drawesh
kim, Toh. 6. ¢4. by comrsing you maft conceive
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beleeving (as inthat famous place of lebs, Heethae
comes 83 mee shall never bungor ., 4nd he thoat belogyeth,
inmsq , sbhall mever thisff : Loh.g.3 5 .- Nomvithis text
implyestoyahings, andthey e profelly geane
::fby the in,endgment of the vépaftla,for the pee-
ple murmwsed vohy the Pharifees aad the greatanes
beleaved net,and followed not Cliriff, to vibom Chriit
anwers 4 Knlgffs my Fathen ﬁm\ﬂuv«dr‘v thons
they cquuet ¢omwe : (o that thele wo things are
cleare ; Eitlt , amanmul} be drawoe : Secoadly,
if he be drawne, he thallfyrely come, . . .
This dsavying is this much : when God opans
the eye ofaman, andmakesknawne his finne,
and cts downs the heart in the ackocwledgemens
of finne, fo that he feeles the. yienefle and the:
burthen of it , and is conkens to pacc vyith the

me. . v
When the Losd fhall “K alla mans .abhomins
tions upon him,alihis Adulterics,andall his.theftss
and now hee fees wha it is.to depar; fom 2 blefe
fed and a pure God ; Othen, he will bae drgnke,
and uncleane , apd malicious pa mete, becanle
thghhg;rt is wearyofis , apdis caneeat wx pars
with it. - . :

From henge I reafon thus: true drawing is.ever |
accompanicd with wue heléeving ; bue this fenfe
:'f tinne in vegard of 4‘”' ﬁuqi{h en’:cef it, i; not

wayes ac aied with tae belgcying, but
min P&m furshes in the yilenefle of
iryand iv the abominstion ofit; 384 shen be fhall
undoybredly beleewes . -

T he Breame of the whole Scriptorerunnes this
way, and that in JMahay ; Comse tp me ¢l yoe 2.4
arexeasyend haguie ladgn andl will gafe youws Math,
13 2§, gndthis is chat.which Efyiayih, Chap,.
631, Thelpice o she Ford i pma: becms b

L e N3, b
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reh mee topreach glad rydingste the meeke,
belah fememee 10 bnd sptbeivoten Learted, to pro-
claese liberty to theCaptives , and si6 spening of tha
“Profon roshemtbat are bound, 1o iserie accep-
vabledsy of the Lord, ardito comfors 8)em that maue-

we : Nay , the gument of Gladnee is fieted onely

for the broker-hearted , as i:’:n: t;xird verfe of
that Cheprer, Te appoins unto that mrossrne i
Soem, 10 give wnte thew beady for ashes, andttre oyle of
§o for momning , and-she garmens of praife, for she [pi-
v of beaviveffé : N;z; the ptomiles&)fbl:rgea ex-
rent in Scriptare, er exprefly belong uo-
10 foch as are brokenin . ot efethey doim-

ply fomoch, thara man moft bee o, betore ever
God can or wiltaccept ofhim «

As in the Reveleticns, Chap.22. 17« Hee rvery
e thas will st | i coms freely and take of the naer
oftheVVellof tife, and lrve for ever .

-" Objell: Sothen, fome way fay , thoogh & men
were not broken hearred, g'ct ifke will take this
water of life, he thall live for ever.

Anfw.- Nay bat except Lee be broken hearted
ond humbled, he will never wke it ; 23 2 man meft
have grace , foo he muft will the water of life :
now, 1o will the water of life . is this 5to choofe
grace as the chiefeft good.lnd to prize grace more
than any thing elfe in the wotld, and 10 eftceme
the Lord Iefus and hig grace duely precious.

A'man is fayd to chufe a yoan , when hee is
coptent to part with-all for her , and tohave le
for her grace fake ; {o « man wauft part wirh Gnoe
und himfelfé , and whatfoever is desreto him ,
thst he mey have grace : now he will not part
with finne , unfefle he be weary and berthened
with it 3. and therefore this wearying implyes the
Purthening of the liesrt with finne 3 thnswnnch for

Weprowfe of Sripuare, i. REA-
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I.RE AsoON

Now to adde fome Reafons that may comgdl'
our Todgements to yeeld to thiseruth ;' And they
sretaken ; Firft, trom the qualification of mans
heart naturally ; and fecondly, from what he muft
be, before he can receyve Chrift. |

1 will difcover my thoughts in foure conclue
fioos : andthus I reafon, :

. L CoancLrvsion :
Jeis a confelt cafe (I conceive) that every:
mabby natoredoth entertaine finne as his God ;
and feeku,nd loves that moft of all ; himfelfe,and
his finue, ishis God; In thiscafe it ishis chicfeft
good , adthehcart willnot,,nay , it cannot be
coment to part with it: What is the caufe that we
propound Chrift, and grace, and felvation , to2
company of poore fimple creatures , andyet the
coenfels, thepromifes,and commandements of .
God prevaile not with the heart of them, nor awe
them, but ftill they will have theyr fanes, and the
-offer of Chriff and grace lves in the duft i the adul-
tever will have his queanes,and the drunkard will
have hiscaps', and'they will not fuffer the word
to placke awsy theyr corruptions, but they will
have them thongh' they ‘be dimined for them ;
what dotli this argue , buot thae finne is theyr
God ¢ Nay, it is cleare, not onely in palpable zed-
fon, bat the Scripture is.evident this way ; Iris
the match Chrift offers to the young man, ifhee
wonld fell alland foliow Fims, bee sl:ould | ave trea
furein feaves, Math. 19. 22. hee was cove-
tous, and this wasa faire offer for alittle trath,
“hee fhouldhave everlating life,now the tex: faith, °
He wens wway forrowfull, hee-woald rather »hu:
' Ng ’
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his covetoufnefaes and his wealth , than fca.
ven. .

: 1. CONCLVSION,

There cannot betwo Gods in one heart , twn
Kings in one throne, nor two Sannesin ooe fir-
mament; you cannot have Chrift, and yet bee an
underling to finnes will Chrift bea phyfitian to
heale you , tk.at youmay have your finnes fill 2
No, our Saviour 15 plaine to the contrary, you ces -
0t forve God and Mammeon; I the adulicrer will

-have his queanes , then he muft forfake the Lord ,
and if he will not part with his lut, nor have his
heart circumcifed. not broken, then he muft goa
downe whole to Hell 4 s the Prophet faid , VVby
bait you berweene 1wo opmions , if God be Gad, ferve
bim,” God will be chiefe in the Soule.

Itis nov palfible to have heaven and hell toge=
ther; it is impoffible for a man te looke up to hea-
ven fledfaftly with both his cyes apd downiothe
earth, bojh atonetime, | )

I[IT. CoNcLvVsS1ON.:

Thirdly, you muft of necefTity cat off the yoak
of corruption , and rebell againft that ; yon maft
have your firft God, pride,and malice,and the like,
to be untroned s before the Lord Chritt will fez
up his Scepter, and before he can be welcome
to your Soules s you mufthave your hearts divor-
ced from your firkt busbands, from finne , and all
thofe abominasions vvhich you have loved and
hui‘;ed as your life.if ever you would have Chrift
make 2 match withyon, ‘and take poffeflion of
your Soules ; the Lord fayth , Yhou sbais be s @
widdew and ¥ for mes,tiofea 13, and asthe origic

Rall hath it Toowshals befsparste fram ab, apd fis?
. 4
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or Doee , and t]; e
rightvofoeg et Rijerm

1V. CoNcLYSsS1ON.

Laftly , the foule will Bot part with his corri
tionand luft ,whichare his God, onlefle hee
wearied with them , and findthe gall and bister-
nefle of their evill natore ; I fay , till then, itis
impoffible that ever the Soule fhould bee fzparate
from ¢hat fin wherein it hath foond fuch concent~
ment 3 therefore it is of necefliry that they be
red 3 but before the foule feeth the venomeof fin,
ft wil not putwith it, & fo he cannot come to rc-
celve theLord lefus Chrift s and hence it is . that
dt‘:y Lol;d in h:ls inf%:ite wifgone is thus not
only wi todoe for a poore finner, but to force
him to l:";n%or there is fuch love and liking to fin-
ne,that if yoo poll away the adulterers queanes,and
the drunkards pottes , yon had ss goog‘I kill them,
wnd they beginto fay, It vvas vvel with the towne
before the Minifter came there 5 the reafon is, bee’

vy the ond I peafed iy s heery welght
Now thelo tolaya wel
wpon the foule, and to force theybunhen of finne
upon it, that wheress before, the hears did find
much fweemefle in thefe bafe courfes 5 the Lord
makes them as bitter as gall, or vvormewood; And
then the foule begins to reafon thus with it felfe;
and faith, Is it fach athing to be drunke, and isit
murchet to cnvie my brother # and can nonefuch *
enter into the Kingdome of Heaven i and when
the foulefecth God taken away, and Heaven fe-
arated from him, he faith, I this the pleifing
Ennc thatI haveloved ? andis this the nawgzeof
my prideto have God refit e ? this lyes heavy
upon the heart, and at.Jaft the foule is refolved to
N g 'l
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part with his finne,& never ro loveitmone: Gead
Lord,, doe what thou wilt withme , onely zake
mfonle . and fave gee » and take away m] Jofts
corraptions : The heart is content ar

that Chrift thoald doe all ; and now the mzm
made : thefight of fin from the panithment ofit,
will never feparate the foule from finne, not break
that unioa that is betweene them.

Tudas had it in a great meafute, and God t
his fiveet morfels from his month , and made him
confeflz his finnes , and take fhame to himfelfe ;
and fo God doth with many,and makes them Gy,
1 have beene a Drunkard and an Adulterer, and 2
defperate oppofer of Godand his ordinances : B
though Inde loathed the hofrour and panifhment
offin, yet hee hada murtherous difpofition #ill,
hee that Kkilled Chrift, wen: and murthered him-
felfe-alfo. -

Now, from thefe formér conclufions , 1 resfon
thus; If amans fines be his God, and if thess
cantiot bee two Gods in oné heart , and if thole
corraptions of the heart moft of ‘bec cat
ont, and if the heare will not part with finnedll
it be wearied with it , and thatis done by

w. 5 thenit isamatter of neceffity , thatthe
heart muft be pierced ; and thete muft bee a (epa-
rarion betweene finne and the foule,before Cheilt
will marry the foule , andruleinir, or elfe thete
thall betwo Gods in onc heart , which cannot be.

The fecond thing in thisanfivere , isthis, fome
may fay ; Oh Ineverfound this worke in mee.
Therefore you moft know , Fow ever this worke
is wrought in all for the fub@ance of it yet in o

efent manner inthe mof’e
(o

f
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[ AL are not alike wounded fo finne, ]

For the fathion that God nfeth in framing the
hearvisdifferent ; two men are pricked, the one
with a Pinne, the other with a Speare : twomen
are cat,, the one with a Pen- knife, the other with
a Sword: Sothe Lord deakes kindly and gently
with one foule , and roughly with another , and
handles it mervailous tharply , and breakes it all
1 pieces, There is the melting of 2 thing, and
the breaking of it with hemmers ; this I fay the
‘vathret to‘¢hecke the imagination that hatbours in
‘the heart of fome men otherwife holy and wife,
-(and yet miftaken in this point) they thinke the
‘Lord never workes grace , but in this extraordi-
Jry msoaer, o ?
It is true , God fometime muftufe thiseffrigh-~
ting. of Spirit, and ‘when proud fpirits come to
: le with the Lord,hee will make theyr ftur-
!; eants to buckle : And it is true ; there muoft
Bee acleare fight of finne , and the heare moft be
wearied whb the vilenefle of it #1d be content
to part with fin-: This iswronght inall : bat that
#t muft bee inallin this extraordinary feirefull
musrier as it is in fome ; theword fayth itnoty
weyther is God bound to any manner , thereisa
difference among perfons. - ‘
-Asfor example; Firft, if the perfor bea fean-
dalous liver,andan oppofet of God,and his glue
o fevs bitifelfe’ againft the Lord Iefus Chrift,
if he fet his mouth ageinfheaven , add Etofeﬁe
Tiinsfelfe ehenemy 1¢'God, and tohistrath. ©
iSacerdly,if amisTave herboured a filthy heart,
‘and comtiuned long in fin , and hith beene s clofe
Adulterer, and contineed long in it. )
: -rm. if a manheve beene confident ina ci-
.+l e Laflly ,
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Latly , if GO D purpole to doe fome gress
workes by him.
Iaall thefe foure cafes hee layesa heavie blory

npomhehm,andcommoolvthewnreofﬁ

perlons requires i, .

Firft , whenany one hath been an oppofer of
God ard his grace, if the Lotd thould desle genty
with him, other vile wretches would be ready
fay , Such 2 manis gone to heaven , though hee
be chas sad thas, yet the Lord dealt lovingly with
him : and therefore though I continue in thee
courfesy I thall do weil enoogh ;5 Nay , ( delade
not thy felfe , for ) the Lord will braife him, aod
rend the kallofhis hearr , and make him feekero

. faithfull Mini@ter for dire&ion, andto a

Chriftian for coanfell, whom before hedd'om':
the world fhallknow vvhat it isto oppofe God ,
and to pecfecute his children ; ashe broke Pats
heart, aodsmadd;:himfay o 1em be that have perfe-

cuted the 3 -
the Lord will not fhew mercy to
fuch as thefe ae.lnhngget-lwuﬂ’. bue will
make the worldlee their humiliation,ss they have
femethcinebe!lionmdor
Thas the Locrd deales with thefecret thiefe and

“clofe adulterers the Lotd pluckes away theie cor-

ruptions , and makes them vomit up their fiveer

morfels, and then they will fay, Thele are my tio-

nes,andthis heart of mine is hardened by the con-
tinmancein them: Mdlbaefouishtbgtkhd

wotkes in this manner.

niftery , that fayth; Yon caonot goe to heaven
bye {i;ﬂlmfey.l::d m‘g:vemydf-
peafation for your pr of lhz&hhx:s

. 3
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I :‘:{ » ifa manliveunderfach a Miniftery and
keeke good company,the Lord may reforme this
man and cut him off from his corraptions kindly,
and breake his heartfecretly in the apprehenfion
of his finnes , and yet the world never fee it.

In both thefewee haveanexample, in Iydie
and the Zaylor ; AQ. 16. Lydsa was a finfull wo-
man , and God opening her eyes, & melsed her heart
kindly, and brought her to atafte of his goodnefle
here andglory hereafter, But the layb, was an oot-
ragious rebellious wretch , for when the Apofiles
were committed to grifon » hee layd them up in
flocks and whipped them fore s O , fayeshe,, now
1 have gotten thefe precife followes into my
hands , Iwill havemy pennevvorths of them.

Now there was much work to bring this man
home ; when the Apofiles were finging Pfalmes,
therecame an earthquake which made the Prifon

dooresto fly open , and the prifoners ferters fall off,

baryet the Zaylors heart would not thake ; at laft
the Lord did fhake his heart too 4 and he came
trembling , and was ready tolay violent hands
opon himfelfe , becanfe hee thought the prifoners
had beene fled; but the Apofles cryed tohim,
Deetlyy filfono harme : for we are hete ; with that he
‘ell downe beforethem , and faid ; Men and bre-
theens, what shall I doeto be faved ? :
1 concludethus 3 naturally all men are locked
up under infidelity 4 now the Lord opens theyr
hearts feverally , youknow fome locks are new
andfiefh , and thereforea key mn‘{ ealil! open
them, but fome lockes are old and rufty,and there=
fore. muft be broken open by force of hand ; fo
itis with fome mens rems , howfoever ﬁnnb
prevailes over them , and theyare full of pride,

and the like ; yet their heartsare kep cleare from
o rufting,

.
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.rufting, by re@rayning grace : now the Lord will
draw that man by the key of his fpirit. and kiadly
withdraw him from his fione : Bat ifa mao have
beene an old rufty drunkard or adalterer , no key
can open his heart; alas, it isnot 2 lttle marter
will doe the deed , it is notnow and then a gra-
"cious. promife that will breake his heart - Bat the
‘ Lord muft come downe from heaven and breake
.open thedoore by firong hand , by awaking his
.confcience , thar all the Country rings of him,

[ Mans heart islike a flone. ]

You know all mens hearts are cSpared to ftones;
fome ftones are fofr, you may cruth thé to pieces
with yourhands , and fomeare flints which moft
‘have many blowes before they will breake:fo it is
with fome hearts, the Lord muft breake them by
‘maine force : and as it is witha Tree, fome brao-
ches are young and fmooth without knoes; and
‘fome are old ones ,and full of knots s now if a
man comeevery day , andgive a little cut atthe

tender branch, at laft it willoff eafily ; bat itis oo
cutting of anold ttee with a Pen-knife , botaman
muittake an axe , and give many 2 fore cur, that
‘allthe people in the towne may heare it.

All mengrow uponthe root of finne , vvhich is
Adams rebellion : fome are young , and have not

owncknottyin arebellions courfe every Sab-
‘bath day the Lord gives a cut athim by bis coun-
fzls,and by his threatnings » and by his promifes;
_atlatt it falls off kindly 5 and they are content r0
‘part with their finnes, #nd to reft upon Chrift for
mercy.

Another man'is an old flurdy vile wretch , a0

over-growne adulterer and drunkard , and his
_hearc i§ blindedin finne:I téll you, if ever the Lord
. m
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cut off this man from this bafe courfe , he muft*
comewith 2 mighty hand , and with his booke
of the Law : God is ever layingrat his foule blow
after blow, and 5 at laft hebegins to forfake his
wicked couarfes ; What ((faith one ) is fucha man
wrned ? hewas as heavie a perfecuior as ever the
Sun faw : his father was an enemy to all goodne(le,
and hee was as;bad s-Like father like fonne : Hathr
“the Lord bronght him home ? Yes, now he fends
tothe faithfall Minifters, and to Gods people for
comfort and dire&ion.

The third and laft pare of the anfwereis this,.
That when God workes gently with Chriftiane,
they hatdly perceive the worke, though wife-
Chriftians may sporove that vebich is done : for
this is certaine, wherfocver Chrift is, there prepa«
ration'Was s it ever man be faved,Chrift hath made-
him fee his loft eftate.

Sometime the worke is fecret, and the foule ap-
srtbondsit not, becaufe rt is b, end thoogh he

oe, yet'it is an unknowne vvorke to him, he kno-
wes not what to make of it, hee can finde in his
heartto hate thofe and thofefinfull conrfes,yet he
cannot fee how this was vvrougt t in him : Mans
fpirit is fuch, that he mif: judge:h the vvorke ; but
give me & Chriftian that God doth pleafe to worke*
apon in fuch a manner, astobreakehisheare
foundly, andto throw him downe to fome pur-
pofe,though itcoft him deare : this man vvalkes
vvith morecareand confcience , a1d hath more
comfort comming to himfelfe , and gives more
glory to God, whereasthe other doth butlittle:
goodin his place , and hath little comfort com-
ming to him. i
Therefore labour for fonndnefle in this worke;.
and then be for ever found 0 bat if once del}\;ded
2 erc,
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#o heaven for that they cannot doe themfelves.
And as it veith @ man thatis fyvounding avvav,
they runne for firong cordiall vvater . and for this
man and that friem? » to fuccour him ; and
cry all, Help, help, for the Lords fake, he is cleae
gone ! this is all vvell,itis a vvork of mercy aod
tty.
¥ B{lt men, brethren, and fathers, you knovy not
the heartbreaking forrovves that arein the foules
of thefe poorecreatures ; hee lies as it vvere in
child-bed, and is in the very pangs of converfion ,
and his heartis even novv at 2 Ha ,. even novv to
be converted,and loofened from finne, 2nd to have
Chrift brovght into his foule 3O that GO D
vvould fend fome among# you that you might fee
fome experience of It ! Ohfaith the poore foule,
willthefe and thefe finnes never be pardoned and
wvill this proude heart never bee humbled ? thus
the Scule fighes, mournes ,. and fajth , Lord I fee
this , and fecle the borthen of its.and yet I have
nota heartto be humbled for it, norto be freed
. from it ; Oh vvhen vvillit once be ? did youbat
- Rnovv this,_itvvould make your hears bleedto
heare him ; it is not the fvvounding avvayofa
man in a qualme , No ,no, the fyvord of the Al
mighty hach pierced throngh his heart and be is
Breathing out his forrovy, asthough he vvere
going dovvne to hell, and he faith ; if there beany
mercy,any love 5 any fellovvthip of the fpirit,have
mercy upon me a poore creatore , thatam uoder
the burthen of the Almightys.O pray and piry
thefe vvounds and vexations of fpirit , vvhich no
man findes nor feeles, but hee that hath beene thas
vyounded.
Tt is the figne of a foule vvholy denoted to de=
feaion .. thet hath & defperate difdaine againft
. poorg
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soore wounded creatures 5. O faith one,I hope yon-
e hearing enough , have you pot; it may be
on vvill tumble down into a well, of hang your
felfe , will younot ? Oh fearefull, isit poffible
there fhould harbour fuch a fpitit in aoy man ¥
there is not a greater brand ofa man denoted to
‘deftru@ion than this : 1 doenot fay onely heis
Rarke naught for the prefent , but it is a fearefull
brand of 2 man denoted to-eternall deftruction
if the deyill himfelfe wereupon earth , I cannot
conceive what he could doe worfe. g
‘When the woman vvas about to bee delivered,-
Rev. 14.'4. the Red Drgon vvas-there ready to
deftroy the child,, fee vvhat the Propler David
faich of fuch, Lerd powre ons thy wrath npon thelea
shem thas kpow not d;e;,m’; the i:gadmu tbat have:
nos knownathy name: let thy srathfull difpleafure take
bold ofshem 24 adde iniguity unt iniqu{ém , 4»:’1&#'
phem sios come into shy rightcoufucife, les tl.em be blor~
sed out oftlgho@ ,P79.24.25.26. What’s the
seafon of this;why did Davidmake this impreca-
tion, & fay s Lord fet open the gates of hell, that
thy wrath may,fall upon the fonles of fuch as thefe
are ; the texg faich , T ey perfecuse bim whom thew:
baff fmitten : the Lord fmites a poore finner , and
thou art teady to perfecute him too 3. the Lord
hath vvounded him , & wilt thou (tabhim to the
heart ; Good Lord ! adde iniquity. to iniquity !
Phe finne is megvailous » and the curfennconcei
veable. .
‘When vAmaleck_met Ifpael , and tooke themac
advantage , becaufe they were weake and vveary ,
Remember (faith the text) what bedsd to thee in the
way., bow heefearednot God, and the Lord faith, T
vernemnber what Amaleck did 10 3].¢ people of Iffacl: .
&o0 therefore and blot ot i mame from un&rh«mé
Os an
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and kill oll both youngand old, Thisis a trwe of
fuch as are encmies to the poore Saints of God,
_ thatarethus defolate & wounded in theyr confci.
ences ; thenbeing in the wildernes wasatypeof
the Saints converfion ; and their comming ro Cr
naan, was atype of the Saints arriving at the hea
vealy City lerafalem.

Now,canft thou jeere at the Saines , that are
thus woonded 7 and canft thon wound them fur-
ther 7 and pierce them to the hearr, and difou.
ragethem ? The Lord willremember theein the
diyof thy death,i8 as thon baft fhewed no metcy,
(o fhaltthoureceine nomercy in that day. Ihave
knowne many fach oppofers of God & his Grace,

_that have beene fo«ceﬁo lay violent hands upon
themfelves, and vvhcnhe LO R D hath goceen
fome of them upon their fickebed, they lyeroa-
ring there 3 and the Lord layes his full wrath op.
onthem ; 1f there be gny fuch in thiscongrega-
tion, I pray God letthem fee fore fudden veine
of hisvengeance, that if it be poffible they may
find and feele the vveight of this troubleof con~
fcience 3 that they themfelves alfo may firde mer.
cy fcom the Lord,

+ Thefecond part of the Vfe is this ; as wee muft
Eitx thofethas vvounded ; fo hereby wee fee the
cft way to fend helpe to fuch asare vvannded in
t".eirhearts, the vvound is in the heart, therefore
let the falve be applied to the heart. Itis in vaime.
to tell 2 poore vvounded foale of Havvkes or.
Hounds , or thelike ; hee is not wounded io his
body, but in his heart : the Phyfick muf be ap-
p'yed to the Tm difeafed.if the head be ficke you
mwult not imply falve to thearme 3 and if the breft
bec ill, youmoft not app'y afalve tothe foots
fo irisavaine thing to ofter riches, or pleafures, .
T e
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or profits , to a manthatis wounded in his con-
fcience for finne 3 the woond is not there : if the
vvound vvere in difquietnes , then pleafure vvould
cure it ; if the vvound were in poverty , thenri-
ches would cure him 3 if the wound vvere in bafe-
peffe, and contempr , then honours would cure
him. No, the heart is vvounded, and the confci-
ence is territied in the apprehenfion of Gods
wraths And therefore apply the (kiximall Balme
of Glead , even the blood of Chrift ; the cafe is
Cleare, all the Croffes , and Crucifices, and Agnus dek
inthevvorld, andallthe Popifh pardons can doe
no good to awouaded Confcience. There is never
2 Popifh fhaveling under Heaven can cure a woun-
ded foule, hee cannot apply that fpiritnall falve that
fhould comfort him :  hee may delude him , and
leade him into the commiffion of finne 4 but hee
cannot. minifter any troe comfort unto him : thus
they cure 2 poore Chriftian by fearing of his con.
fcience , and make him finoe fo much the more ,
asd never be troubled for finne , asif a man fhonld
killa ficke perfon, and fay now he feelesno hurt ,
fo it oftten falls out, that 2 manfeeles no finne , but
yethe is not cured , becanfe his finne is notremo-
ve: .ﬂand his heare -unpacificd in the blood of
Chrift.

2. Vfe. Secondlyisit fo, that the woundofs
finner is in his heart} then vvee have herea mat.
ter of complaint,that vvee may jutly take up a.
gaiolt the fecure gencration wherein welive,there
isbut litcle faving grace o if shere be no prepara-
tion for Chrift , there can be no true evidence of
grace , nor of Gods love in Ctrift ; if there be no
preparation for abuilding , there can be no buil-
ding fet up. The Lord be mercifullto a vvorld
of men that live in the boﬁ)ng of the Church , if

5 oo
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we had a fountaine of reares vvithIerewy to be.
waile this age in thisrefpect, it vvere yvorth the
vehile, and if the Lord fhonld fend fome Ele'ie,
20d fay to him, Goe to fucha Counrry , or fcha
Shire, and feeif there be any that doe moorne for
their finnes , and comfort fuch : Alas!vvhat woald
become of aworld of perfons ¢
This s a bill of inditement againt three forts of
_people ; itarraignes and condemnss fuch, as never
et fhared in this worke of Prepzration, and ef
ving forrowy , and therefore were never in
Chrift : thefe fevarmein oyt-freetes, And e it
. falls mervailous heavy vpon fuch as take conrent-
mentin theyr bafe coutfes , thofe loofe Epicares
and boone Gallasts of onr time, that goe ftagge-
tingin our Greetes, they are fo farre from grie-
ving for their finnes , thatit istheir greateft vexa.
tion that they canoot commit finne , and have -
bovv roome tofinne freely; O vvhat a griefe it
is tothem,to havea Minifterchecke them , 2nd
that thereiis a law to panifh them for fione ; and
vrhereas a finne fhould be poifonin their foules
.l!:d wound them, it becomes a;}:cad:: to mff_h
them! They fleepe not except 1| edone meifchisfe,
( faith tl’l’?VVlPﬂ'M ) gdt,;;?ﬂ fleepe is 3aken avay
wnleffé they caufe [ome to falls they eate the bread of
Wickedne(l2, and drrnkthe wine of vislewce, So farre it
is from being poyfon unto them , and fo farre are
they from being troubled with finne,ythat jt is theic
faeate and paftime to fin; Toft Efan like : Wha
“didher Vyhen be hed eate and dranke , hee "f"?’
#otley, Gen. 25, and this was all he looked af.
ter : When he had paffed away his ticl ro heaven,
and happinefle , and efteemed of Chrift and Hea-
" ven nomore than ofa mefle of pottage , . he ate &
dranke; his heart yvas never touched for wh::
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e had dooe, he did not fmite opon his thigh , as
Epliraimdid , andfay, VV/at havel demo? Have X
fold away roy byuth-right for nothing ? Youthae
know the vvorld, youknow thereare many that
fit upon the Ale-bench , and fweare, and drink ,
and raile againfts Gods fervants, and are never
troubled for it ; Nay , the vvorld is come to this
paffe , that it is their d;mte(t vexation , that they
are hindred in theit finfull courfes, :

It vvas the guife of the old vvorld : Hamas
vvent home ficke. becanfe he vvanted the Capand
knee from Mordeca: Amnon Was ficke of incefts
and wAhab vvas ficke of covetonfneffe, and Achie
topl.el wvas ficke becaufe his. counfell was not
followed; The Lord of heaven knovves,the adulte«
rer is fick becaunfe be cannot get the heart & com-
pany of his queane ;. many a man is ficke of en.
vie, it is rotenne ffeto hisbones ; yea, many a
man goeth up and dovvue ficke of it , and is not

et , becanfe he cannot vent his rage againft a

@ithfull Minifter that checks him : you fwes-
rers, doe not yourhearts rife apainft the King and
flate, for making a lavv againft that finne : Do you
not hare the Conftable and vvitnes that come in
againft you ? you account thefe the greate®t plague
to -you in all the vvorld; Iappeale tothe hearts
of yonall 5 that heare mee thisday s can you fay
you are troubled for finne, and yer grieve, be=
canfe vou cannotcommit finne fill: Woe, yvop
to your foules thag thus delight in finne,

There are many.that defpight thetriritof gra-
ce, and ftick not to fay; I did {veeare fuch a man
out of the houfe, and I did dripke fuch a man un«
der the table dead: Readethat place of the wApeffles
and cthere you fhall fee your doome , and if there -
be any fach in your families, or amongft yp:

i neig
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netghbours, throw thisin their faces, and
if they Will goe downe to hell, let them goe widh |
paine g thar «ll ehey might be dammed ({aith the
text 2. Thel. 2.13. ) which belecved not 3]'e meh,
bue had pleafure in wnrighteoufnefé. God is not px-
tiall, but- faith, That all e)iey might be dammed . &
would almoft thake a mans heart to thinke of it.
How many notorious vile wretches may fay,
Good Lord, what willbecome of our families,
and villages ? we are oppofers of God and his gra-
ce, thallall be demned? 1dare not fay what God
will doe to thee,the text faith fo; Thisymee thin.
kes, might lyeas poyfon and Rats-bane upon the
heart of a finfull creature : The Lord in
looke upon you, and make finne as loathfome and
bitter unto youn, as ever it hath been fweet &
pleafant, Youfee how the matter will goe with
you: you that thus jybe and Le:& at the Sains,
and fport your felves in finne, the time may come
tgtt it vvgl be ka dry :;aﬁ .dasd.mvvit Dives
that yvas drunke ,' and fare
Lok. £6.15. hee had adry feaft in he{lmo?uﬁ
not have a drop of water to cools bis temgue. So is
willbe with you, you muft eyther buckle and
mourne for finne, or elfeburne for ever.
.- Secondly, it condemnes fuch as are in a faire
flraine ; fuch are they thathavea flight fenfe of
finne ,%ot it never goes downe to the heart , the
skinne istipled alirtle, bat the kall of theyr heart
wasnever broken for theyr abominations, Nes
man was to wath feven times in Jordes , fo
water of godly forrow is of a healing nature , bat
thefe men doe not rub and rinfe theyr foulesia ir,
they on‘e}ly di kihe t foul‘:ls in adlfi‘t:lle fb';row; bt
you muft vvath it chroughly andfully, ifever you
defire tohave the leprofic ofﬁnne{mged OL:
Men
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Men bathe their finnes with teares, bue they doe
notdrowne them ; they doe as parents doe with -
their Children, they will corre thema little ,
and ptefently cockerthem againe s fo the Bypo-
crite ufeth to trouble his corruptions, and com=
plaineof them , and vexe them alittle with for-
row ; bat in the meane time cocker them and
dandle them againe. Butfinne will not be fo kile
led, and theheart willnot bee o eafily broken :
thiskiod of forrow is too flight and overly.
Asitiswith adebter ,thathath botrowed mo.
ney, he willcomphaine he had anill bargaine , and
defires that either he mighthave the debt abated,
or the day putoff , hee phts it off with mecre tale
king’; fuch a gencration there are of whining hy-
pocrites , thatwill ontwardly complaine of their
corroptions flilkas aheb didyhe hated Micalah,
1.Reg. 21, and afiervvards hee fafted and prayed,
that he might fiane more freely without fufpi-
tion ¢ Sothereis many a_ cnrfe! hypocrite that
lves in a faire courfe ,and yer will cheat and
lye’, and deale mervailoos anjoftly ; and then
hee will complaine of his finne, and canfeffe,
onely to bathe his finnes , and fubdne them he will
nor,and this he doth that he may finne more free- -
ly againes itis butfafting and praying , &c-
O brethren Vit is a defperate hypociifie, that,
forrovy vvhich God harh appoynted as a eanes
. to purge dur finne, thould beameanes to cover
) our finne : will a fevy vvambling teases doe the
deed; andbreake the Heart 2 is thls acceprable for-
fow ? you your fefves are athamed of this worke
and doe yoa think God will accept of it 2 No,no,
| it is not the rending of the garments, nor the
weeping df the eyzs, that will doethedecd ; bur
you moft breake your hearts: If you onely cut ¢ if
- i . th
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thelegs or wingsofa fovvle , it vvilllive forall
that :fo, you cut oft the armesor hands of fin,bat
{o long as the heart is not wounded, and driveata
dny amazement for fione , itwill live withym
here , and in hell toos .
Oh, doe not cozen your owne foules it isnot
the teares of theeye, bat the blood of the heart
that your finnes muft coft, and if you come not to
this,” never thinke that your forsovv is goad ; and
therefore you that finde your felves guilty , rl:{
your handsupon your heans, & fay, Good Lord,
~thisis my lEonicm ,, the Lordknows I have con-

feffed roy finnes, and yet have taken libery to
finne ; but my heart was never barthened vvith
this evilland vilenefle of finne ; apd thereforeto
this day I never had this true forrove.

There is a third fort of forrovy wvhich is the
vvorft of all , they are {uch as heretofore have
dtumk; dee?cﬂo this foﬁvv . dai“ed havebeene
extraordinarily Rrucken, and yet aregrowne
fo imuch the uy:o:ehardcned in theirgmu , bydl
thelz blowes, that God hath layed upon them:
thefe arein a defperate conditien, even fuchss
God hath made howle in the congtegation , yet
aftervvards fall into the {ame courfesagaine , ad
returne to theyr oldbyas ,and novv they can out-
face Godand his Miniflers, and all; and thinke it
a matter of bafeneffe to be difquieted in heare, s
they have beene: fachnovices & children they
were once,that they conldnot fl=epe nor be quic-
ted , bornovy they care not vwhac all the Misi-
fers under heaven fay agaio@ them ; nay, they e
fleare inoar I'zces.mdag‘eI drunke and vile, and be
navet troubled for it, they heve gotten the skill of
of it: Thisis the moft fearefull condirion that &
woft & poare crosture can falliato,
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Thoun acconnteft it thy glory and credit thar
thou canftbearc all, and art méreall of proofe, and
no bullets can pierce thee, thou waft troubled be-
fore, burnove thou halt fhaken it off ; This I fay
isthy (hame ; anbd vvill apgravarethy cendemna.
tion ¢ nay , Trake it to be one of the foreft tokens

- eader heaven, of e gtaceleffe heart. 1f thon haft
had thy confcienceavvakened, and halt beeme
troabled forfinne , and now doft fiyeoff , It is a
figoe of Gods hig' difpeafurc tovvardsthee; thon
takeft the rightcourfe,, asif God had inventeda
wvay to deftroy thy foule y as yonmay fecin Efay,
1Goe sty wayes, faith the Lord , fPeake 2o this people.
itws shey shall ot boave ; miake the beart of this people
fa#. E4a.6.7.8. 9. 35 though he hed faid’y there are
“a company of peoplein fuch aplace ; Goe thy
wvayesto them, op=n theyr eves , and touch their
bearts, and avvaken theyr confciences , and vehen
thon hatt done , then let thieir confciences be fea-

‘setand fated , then they will goe the right evay

to deftrnfton ; for if they vvould avvaken , and

?ﬁtnw kindly, and repent, [ muft nceds fave
em.

Letthefe men remember that it is a heavie figne
God hath forfaken them ; mee thinkes this fhoold
teouble theyr foules exceedingly, and force them
to clz ont, I am t'e man rhat have my heart
fawed, and vvould not be touched and converted.

Nowv,if allbe true that T have faid,there are but
fevv forrovvers for finne, therefore fevv(aved;
here yvee fee the ground and reafon, yvhy many
Bye off from Goslineﬂ'e and Chriftianity : This
is the canfes theire foules vvere onely trovbled
vvith a licle hellith forrove, but theyr hearts
vvere never kindly grieved for theyr finnes. If a
mans arme be broken and dif-joynted a lictle , it

) %) may
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may grovy together againe ; But if itbe quite
broken off, it cannot grovv togethers{o the terronr
of the Lavv affrighted his confcience,& a povver-
€ull Minitter unjoyntedhis foule, and the Tudge-
ments of God vvere rendingof him; but hewn
never cut offaltogether : therefore he returnes s
vile ,and as bafe, if not vvorfe,then before, mnd
he grovves more firmly to his corruptions.

It is vvith a mans convetfion, as in fome mens
ditching : they do not pall up all the trees by the
rootes, bat plath them, fo vvhen you ¢ome to have
your corruptions cut off, you plath them , and doe
DOt VYOQ 'your-henm kindly , and fyondoenot
make your fonles feele the burthen of finne truly s
this ‘vvillmake a man govnnd Bovvrith fiill,
hovvfoever more canningly and fobrilly. This
Jopping profefour grovves more fubrile in his
wvickednefle : the foule that hath beene terrified
for his lufis, he is povv grovene a plathed Adoke-
rer , an Alehonfe haunter, he vvill be druok more
cunningly and fecretly, and.fo he that hath beeoe
.an _open oppofer: of Gods children 5 wrill nov
jybe andjeaft at themin acorner, and vvhenhe
comes amongt his old companions, theo he can
vent out all his malice.

This is the reafon, vvhy all vvicked men that
wverein fome good vvay of preparation of foale,
they turne theyrbackes upon Chrift § even becauke
they were never cye off kindly from theyr fins ,
but oncly unjoynted , andthatisther vehy
they fall'to uhe{r old cocruptions agaive. T hisis
the maine caule of all the-hygocrihe under hes-
ven ; there vvas never any fole thar made profef-
fion, and fal's againe 4 but the ground ofiitis here .

3 Vfe. Tlhe 3.Ufeisfor exhortation : 1f
" forrow vvill notdoe it , and if flight fouo"m
. not
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not do it , what then remaines to bes done 2
Then ifever thouvvouldeft be comforted, and re-
ceive mercy from the great God, labont to take
the right way; anid never be quieted, till yon doe
bring your heartsto a right pitch of forrow ; let
it never be faid of you as it was of them in Hofta,
They bave: not ¢ryed unto me with their hearts wien
sheyhewled upon their beds, they affimblodtbenfelves
for cmeandwma , bus theyrebeR azainft me, Hofea
7. 14. Thon hatt alictle ilight forrow, buz oh, la-
bour to havethy heart truely touehed , that atlaft
- ¢ may breake in regard of thy many difempers 5
the longer feed-time , the greater harveft ; and o
ow{oever this forrow is troublefome now,it will
-bevery comforrable inthe end ; and thowghit be
- tedions to lay all thefe curfed abominations upon
thy heart ; yet it will not be harth when the Lord
remembers. you in his Kingdome 4 it will never
repent you,that you have lad your hearts lombled
and br oken, whenthe Lord comes to lreale yon ;
it will néver repent you that yon have vvepr,when
the Lotd comes to wipe away 41l teares from your
eyes, Blefled are they s!at minrne, for they shall b
‘omforsed {2yth onr Saviour ; Math. 5. but ¥Ver
20 you thaz are at eafs inSion, Amos. 6. 1, There is
atime of mourning for finne ; you cannot have
eafe and quietnefle alwayes, you had better now
be woanded, than everlaftingly tormented- And
therefore, ifyowdefire to fee the facc of God with
comfore, ahd to have Chrift - fpeake for you , and
fay, Come you poore heavie-hearted fnners, I will
cafe you;-ifever you defire this , labour to lay
load on yoar heants with forrow for your finnes,
Oh what comfort thalla poore broken heart finde
inthat day ! David (aith,A broken and contrite bears’
(O Laxd ).2hom wils nos defpife ,-Plals 52.
. P when
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‘When men goe into a farre Countrey for ‘Mer- |
c‘l:andize » they wﬂ{!; ucgt take taoz;lic: and toyes for
theyrmoney ; but commoditics as they may

ec:y fometiﬁng;, by: fowhen the Lord comesfor |
oken hearts, you muf} not thinke to putthe
Lord off with alittle painted forrow ; No,.no, &t
iisa broken heart that the Lord willnot defpife. |
Would you know what kinde of heart the Lord
willaccept and nevercalt off @ 24 abrokem beae: |
tell your friends and neighbours of it , mee thinks
youlooke as if you wauld faine finde accepeance
with God, and goe to heaven; O then, geta
. humble ,lowly , brokenheart ; the Lotd regards
notall the rivers of oyle in the world ; nos a
hundred thoufand fafls ; bat it is a broken hear
that God will bieffe and glorifie.

Logke as it is with a womans conception.,-thofe
birthes that are hafty, the children are either fiill
borpe, or the woman moft commenly dyes » fo
doe ot thea thinke o fall upen the promife pre-
fently. Indeed you cannot fallupon it 200 focne
upon good groonds s.but it is impoffible that ever
afoll fonle or 2 bty hegrt thould beleeve thon
mayeft bedeceived, “but thon canft not be in-
grafredinto Chrift : therefore when God begi
to work,never reft till you cometo a fall
of this brokennefle of heart. Oh follow the

low yand labour to make this worke found and

0od unto thebottome , and then. you thall bee
{ure to receive comfort, asthe Prophet Davidaith,
0w yesarsupunio thes, 1ill thew bave marcy om w5,
Pfal."3. 2. Let your confciences bee wounded
thronshly and kindly,and refolve not to heare the,
curfed counfell of carnall friends,that fay , ‘What'
neede yon mourne s. O poore fooles, there ispot
any,cven the civilleft prosefforin the-mngdonews
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but if God difcharge hisfiones at his heart as hee
could doe,. it were enongh to make him goe
howling with forrow to his grave : therefore ,.
humble your {elves before God, and pever be at
roft till the Lord thew mercy to your foules ,
never unbarthen your foules before God eafe
you ;and doe not breake prifon, For.if yondoe,
Godwill fend after you with a witnefle. No,
no, When God hath put theeinto prifon , breake -
not oat till God fend to deliver yousand then yoar
hearns will be filled with comfort : foundly hame
bled, foundly comforted : if a man be loft, Chrift’
will feeke him up, snd fave him, ’

Rw:f. Now, it may bee forne poote feule will-
fay, How fhall 1 bring my heart t0 this feund:
worke of forrowing for finne? i

1. kvb/v. 1 anfwere, when ther.ford begins to-
w orke apon you, and you begin to fee your cor-
rnption:fochn p’oﬂ'eﬂjz y::rgﬁnles with the ap-
peehenfion of 1he ticklifhneffe of your condition.
wherein you ate 1 this worke is greatand mar-
vailous inward ,and you méy eafily be deceived :
and thedanger is grest if yon be deceived ; it is:
in this cafe with the foule,.as it is with a fhip on-
thefea, when the Marriners pafic by andfee the
Rockes where fach and fuch thips have beene
fplic, and the men and all loft ; they are very wary:
to feere arighit , to dire& their compafle aright;
but .neere fands and recks will not come: So6
3t is with® this humbling of the heart,. thany have:
beene cozened and deceived thereio : therefore
siow hold this rale - Let that foule whofe eyes
God hath-opened,and brought under his blowes
¢ lecfuch 1fay) rather feare he is notfonnd in-
the worke, than feare thache fhallnot have eafe ;

for every:man faith , Fpray you Sir , comfort and
24 1c

fre ™
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sefreth me; and will God never give me comfort ¢
But herein they goe wrongs many pesith becaufe
they goe off from this wotke fo foone ; never did
any perifh becanfe he reccived the wotk
Thercfore reafon thus with thy owne heart s asd
fay, Good Lord,be mercifull to me, my condicien
is verytickle ; If sow I be deceived 5 then fare-
well comfort. :

Was not Cain and Indas vexed and difquicted,
and yet damned ?

Thisisa greet poine of wifedome, and finks
many a Chriftian; (Iknowwhatifay, ) as it
iswith child.buﬁ » a woman when her thro.
wes comes ofien and ftrong-,. there is fome hope
of deliverance ; but when her throwes goe away,
commonly tl.e child dyes, and her life too. Soi
isinthis great wotke of coptrition, which is
nothing elfe, but the child-birth of the Soules -
when your throwes goe away,take heed thet yoor
falvation goes not too; O'nce you could fay , the
Minifler {pake home to my heart, [ remember
the time fuil well ; Why then-, whatbecomes of
all your forrow ? You canbe as carnall and as fea
cureas ever ¢ Itiscertaine you are in child-bes.
ﬂni.bﬂt your throwes haveleft you ,-and yout
-brokenvefle of heart is gone, and therefore you
are in an il cafe,furely at fome low ebbe of: .

Againe, ifa mans-heart bee; foundly hug: .
shough he fall into fome finne,he may be recalled;
b ithee have not his heast foundly broken,hee
is ondone. If the foundation bee” naughe, the

. building mut needsfall ; So it js in this prepara-
tion of the foule for Chrift , if this be naught , all
comes to naught ; therefore be fo much the more
fearefull of your foules , becaufe your condition is
fo much the mose tickle in this, thaa in amy ;:lios

(c,
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elfe, and rather defire foundnefle thian quietnefTe.
‘2. Secondly, when God flirres ,doe you firre
your hearts too, be yon ftabbed further, and make
the blow goe deeper ; therefore wherefocver any
truech gocth neere to the heart, & awakens thee,
looke up toheaven , and ble@e God for it, and
laboor to drive the naile home to thehead , and
makethe falve worke to the bottome ; Andlet
me advife you tothis, when your foules are
wroughe upon by any reproofes or admonitions,
take that trpett, and labour to maintaine the
power of it ‘}pon your hearts allthe weeke af.ets
and let your foules be awed by it. )

3. 'l‘hirdl{. confider what thy foule findes te
bee moftevilland deteftable , whether it be po-
verty or difgrace, or loffe of liberty ; and then £
it be finne (' marke what I fay ) getup thy heare
higher inthe very appreheniion of finne as it
is finne : and let thy fonle be more affeed with
thevilenefle of fimoe , than of any other hardthip-
whatfoevet ; Asthus, fuyrpdlé thy heartbee verz

d 5 if fhaine and difgrace befall -thee; Ol
doth thy heart fhake inthe apprekenfion of
it, thou canft live no longer , except fome honour
come : Now finisworfe then thame , therefore
looke up to heaven, and fay, Oh, my heartdid
fhake with fhame , but finne is farre worfe , for,
what if the Lord take away my honour , thathee
Dath promifed to fuch asfeare his name ? and
what if he blot my name'out of the booke of life,
therefore finre is worft of all 5 This is certaine ,.
there'is no evill the foole feares or findes, but finne
is the caufe of it, butthe feparation of the foule
from the Lord isthe greateft evill, therefore finne
is the canfe of it 3 and therefore reft nottill thy
foule thake in the apprehenfion of it. Thisis the
Py next
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textway to be above punithment oranything
cife,

Now I come to the fraits of godly forrow,
which 2re from thefe words,Tey faid 2o Pasamd ;
the ther Apofiles, Men.md Brethren 5 wihae foal
mcra‘u ?dln xhetf; won:‘si tb_er;l are :-htee thwg

dmed ; and three ¢ aincly
ml. Firff, there are thte:gt‘hings prefumed ; they
did fee themfelves in a raiferable anddampable '
condition , as if they had (aid; = Hell is Dowgi-
ping; it is but turning of the ladder, and wee goe
:{o hellfor cver, Mas and res]ven, what [hallm
e ?

-2+ Secondly, they themfelves were ignonnt,
and could not dire®@ themfelves what 1o doe
come out of this eftate , and thetefore they fad,
Men and bretisren, advife us what to do : if there
be any helpe,yeekaowit. . .

3. Yer (till thereis a fecres kindoof hope » and

“the heart fufpeds that it may and will bee olee-
wife with them, they doe fiot fay there issochiag
tobe done; no, they fay ; Wm%mdn!
{arely there is fome way tofinde helpe , ifwee
conld tell it hree i :

Againe, There are three s plainely
exprseﬂ'ed inthefe words ; they mak:gan open and
glaine confeffion of their finnes, when they were

icke at the heart, they could make open con-
feflion, and lay the hand upon the fore ; and fay,

b 3 th;re be any vile wretckes under heaven 5 we
are they,

2. SZcondl "ya thorough refolurion againft their
finnes, and a hatred of the fame , asif they bad
faid, We are refolved to doe any thing whatfoever
it is,we cate not, fo wee ma thwart out finoes,

3+ Thelaft thing expr cd.hafcqn&mio:f
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fthe foule from this inae, the foule falls off
rom them, and bids farewell to all curfed courfes.

Firft, T come to the three things prefumeds and
secaufe I fhall have occafion afterward to handle
‘he two former , 1 willbegin with the laft of the
throe, which is this , Men end bretheen, what
weedoe?} Surely there is fome courfe to be taken;
is there not 2 you that are Gods Proplats , tell us
if there be any hope for fuch poore diftreffed
finpers as wee are. .

Doéfine. So the Do&rine is this, there isa
fecret hope of mercg , Wherwith God {fopports
the hearts of thofe that are truely brokenhearted
for theis finnes s howloever thefe men did fee
them(elves miferable , yetthey did not throw
off all, and {2y, JMen and brethren there is no hope
for us, therefore-we will beare no more ; but,
feeing we muft goe to hell, wewilluke onr
pleafure while welive here inthe world , while
we may , and if we muft be demned , wee will
bedamned for fornething : No, thefe people had
fome hope that they fliosld finde mercy, the Lord
will not quench the fmoking flaxe , bat kindles it
farther,and the Lord drawes thefoule,and plucks
itto bim&lf‘:. anfg mdlau i.znldooke up to him , and
wayt upon him for helpe and mercy.

I confefle , it istrue, that fometimes the Soule
in fome defperate fix., (and in fomehorrour of
heart, when temptation growes violent and long,
and the diftempers of a mans heart Rirre excee-
dingly ) roay feeme to caft off all,and refolve with
David when hee had beene long spur(ud bySent,
1 flall one day fallby sl handof Sanls So the Soule
faich , God wiilone day leave mee, andr fhall
petith ; And as David faith in ancther place , Pfal.
77 1 jndBmonare lyers 3 that is, they fayd, I l‘h;g
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be King of Ieael, but they are all deceived;
T/ eyareall lyers: but it was in his hafte,in a proad,
impatieat, haaghty humoar.
his is our Nature , if God buckle nottoour
bow, and hedte usnot even when wee will: then
(ina proudhumor ) wee are apt to fay : Oh
my finnes will never be pardoned,and I thall never
get ground againk my - corruptions. A man thx |
isinafwonne, leyesasif he wercdead » batyer
hee comes to himfelfe againc «» andlookes up and
fpeakes : So how-ever the fouk in fome woruly
huomour is driven to a fwonge ,and thinkes it im-
. poflibleto fisde mercy, .or avercome his
tions ; yer ftill hee recoversagaine, and the Soule
that is truly broken for finne | is upheld : a3 Jmas
fayd, 7 am caft aut of . tby prefence, 1 am evew faksng,
Yetwill Llookesowards shy boly Tewple, Tona. 2. 4.
So howfoever the fouie may be overwheimed in
- adrunken fit of pride,or impatience s yet after the
Soule hath prayed, it faythc I wvill vrayrapoa
God for mercy. . . K
God deales vvith poote finners in this cafe, as
men doe that pound precious Povvder, as Bezar-
Chey, welh brese s o Forio, vl
wvill br t, an it all to piecer,
yegh cover it up clok‘:mtnd wvill pot loofe
theleaft fand of it: as they breakeit, fo they
keepe it clofe that none bee Joft : So vvhen God
doth purpofeto doe ﬁood to your foules,bee vvilt
breske you,and. melt yon; “and thenyon shine
hechath cat you, offin hisanger : Norono., he
ispounding of you , bue he vvill rve thofe
foules potveithRanding, and weill not Jofe fuch |
mte finners vehom be purpofeth to doe good

R | m,’
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[ The foule hath many fhakings. ]
* Asitis vvith pocket Dyals, a man may fhake
themthis vvay and that veay, but they are. fill
Northvvard by vertucof the Loadftone; fo there
are many fhakings ia the Soule,  fometime it
feareth God v«ill not be mercifull » fometimes i¢
hopes that hee wvill : thus it is toffed to and fro,
bat (il it is Heaven-vvard , and there is a h
that it may beeothervvife : For the Lordholdsm
Souale by a fecret vertue to himfelfe , and drawves .
the hearg to feeke for mercy.
‘When the Prodigall child vvas bronﬁht toade-
ate firait, he began to confider yvhat hee had
one , vrhereas before he faid, Shall I ever bee’
aflave in my fathers famil{‘l Bat at laft vohen all
vvasfipent, What doth he doe ? he faith, 1t is
wroe, [ can looke forno helpe and favour, and I
cannot tell vvhether my Father vyill receive me or
10, yet wey Fathers firvants have breadenough, and
1 farvefor banger? O wreth that am! T have
left a kinde fathers houfe; yet come what will, t
will beme againe , and fay , Father, 1 have fimed,
Luk.1¢. 38. Thus tic foule thinkes vvith is
,Oh the many foveet and gracious calls that
T have had! I hovv often hath Chrift come heme
to my heart, and defired: entrance, and _yet I
fhut the doore upon him: thall I novv goe home
to theLotd lefos Chrift? Hovv joftly may he re-
reje me, that havereje@ed him ? he may damne
e , and yet hee may fave me, & therefore I vvill
yvaite upon him for mercy:thus the foule yvil not
. from God, butfthath a fecret hope vvhere-
vvith the Lord keeps the heart to himfelfe.

IReAaAson

The reafon’is, becanfe onleffe the Lord fhould
119 leey

-
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leave this hope inthe hearr, itvvould utterly bee
overthrovune vvith defpaire: gou that make
nothing of your loofe thoughts,& vaine fpeeches, -
X¢ell you, if God did fet but one finfull thought
uponthy heart, thy foule vvould Ginke under it,and
the Lords vvrath veould drive thee to defperation:
vvereit not that the Lord doth upholde thee
" wvithone hand, as he beates thee dovwne vyith
the other, it vvere impoffible but the foule fhoald
defpaire(as the proverbe is) : Butforhope the heart
vyould breake. Who can ftand under the Almighty
hand of God, unleffe hee doth uphold him 7 God
hath broken off the finner by thisforrovv , bt he
wvill not throvy him to hell: Asthe Gardiner coes
off a graft to plant it into anevy flocke , not to
burneit : So theLord cutsoff afinner from all
abomination,, but he vvill not caft him into hell,
the Lord melts the heart of a poore finner bot
confumes him not, but as the Goldfmith melrs
his gold, not to confume it all avvay , but to make
ita §e:ter veflell:So the Lord melts a poore finner
to make him a veffell of glory: the Lord wvill
fire 1hofe proud hearts of yonrs, and. clip off thofe
knotty lufts, butif youbelong to him, hee vyill
leave a little remainder of hope , that you may be
formed and fathioned, not confumed. -
Tt is the argument of the Lord by the P, .
Hee will cz: mtfwmfw refresh the breken
Soule, and hee will nat w ever, leafl the Spiri
shauld faile before bim, Efa. § 7. 16. l?‘the l'.’;‘:
fhouldletin but one feattering fhotof his venges
ance intothe heart 4 it vvere enongh to drive the
fonle to defpaire, but God wvilllay no more apon
us then vvill doe good to us.

ILREAsoON.
Secondly, if the Lord did not leave this hope in
theheart, « mans indeavoursin the nfe of the



for CHRIS T. 183
meanes, vvould be a'togeter killedsif there bee no
_hope of good , then there is no care cf ufing the
meanes,vvhetby any good may be obtained. Good
is the loadftone of a'l our endeavours, a man vvill
not labour for nothing :  Defpaire kil's a mans law
bours, and plucks up theroote of all his endea-
voars , Ifthere be any good prefent shape makes
us labour toincreafe it , if any good bee to come,
hope labours to attaine it: But good here maft be.
So hope provokes the foule to ufe the meanes,
and (ay, I am adamned man , butif there be any
hope I vvill pay, and beare, and faft, vvho knovves
but God may {hevy mercy to my poore foule 2
1. Vfs. Wemay heretake notice of the mer-
vailous tenjernefle , and the loving nature of God
in dealing vvith poore finners, thac in all his cour-
fes of juftice remembers fome mercy , and in 21
the potions of his vyrath full he drops in fom:
cordials of comfort: hee deales not vvith usas he
might,butfo, ss might be woft comforwable every
vvay,and nfefull to vvotke nponour heares,and to
dravy our foules homeunto himfelfe. Should the
Lord come out againft 2 poore finger , andin _kis
vvrath let fly againt him , hisioule vvould finke
.dovvne under him , but blefled be God, that hee
dothnotdeale vvith our hearts as vvee deferve,
if hee vvere as rigorous againftus , as vve have
beene rebellious againft him, vvee thould finke ia
forrove , and fallinto defpaire, never to bere-
covered any more,

But a8 the Lord bat:ers us,fo herelievesus , s
wve may fee in Sauly AQs.g.hee had gotten letters
t0 Damafesss, and novy hee hoped, being Generall
of thefield, to bind andto imprifonall s and he
voould not fpare the poore Chriftiansa jot, but
Chrift mects him io the field , and threvy him

Q2 dovv:
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dovvne, and might have Killed himtoo : bat the
Lord defired rather that he might be humbled
then confounded: I cannot reade thar ever be
thevved his letters, but lsyed all flat dovvne before
the Lord, and fo vvas accepted.the Lord thewed
him his mifery, yet hee lets him not perith there ,
bur gives himalittle crevife of eomfort.

When the Lord deait wvith the children of
Yfasl, hefaid, 1 will allure her,and bring her into the |
wilderneff2 , and thers Iill grve her the velley of
wdchor for the doore of hape, Hofea: 2. whes Ackan
was fioned for flealing 1be wodge of gold, the Ifvaeh.
tes clal:lcd itthe valey of Acler, and fo it is called
10 this day.

- The vd:l‘{ey of Acker is the valley of trouble, of
floning. Sothe Lord doth here’, hee draweth
the foule into the wilderneffe of forrow fot fione,
bat doth he Jeave the foule there 2 no, there is the
doore of hope alfo, and there the foule fhall fiog

83 informer times, And hereupon the foule faith,
There is fome hope that Ged will doe f.d onto
meforall this there is hope the Lordis melting
me,to meke me s veflell of glory: that’s 2 gloomy
night when there is neither Moone nor-Candie to
be feene: fothough the foule bee mervaflons
B’oomy and heavie , yet thereis fome crevife of

ightand confolation let into the heart, fiill chear-
ing and refrefhing ic:the Lord koowes what mertall
we are made of,& remembers shat wee are bt duff :

Pfal, 103, therefore he fo corre@s us , that hee
;uy Jeave an inkling of mercy and favour in ovr

earts. .

Othercfore, let ns continnally admire and
-blefle this good God ; and pot quarrell with his
Minifters nor providence,and fay ; Other men

Y »

have comfort, and therefore why am 1 fo nonbl:'l
a

1
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and difguieted : how now ? it is endlefle mercy
that thon liveft , therefore downe with thy prond
heart, and ftifle thofe diftempers of Spisit , and
ﬁr ; The Lord hath broken and wounded me, bue
bleffed be his name that 1 may coime to Chuarch,
and that he hath not dealt with me as I have de-
ferved, but in goodnefle andmercy, 1bope God
#n his feafon will doe good to my foule,

2. ¥fe. Secondly, letus be wife to nourith this
fame blefled work in our hearts for ever ; letus
have our hearts moreand more ﬁrengtl’xened s
becanfc thereby our hearts will bee more & more
inabled tobeare and undergoe any things if you
have but a Hrtle glimpfe of s cover it ; and
Jaboor to maintaine it 4 and if ever Godlet in any
glimpfeof mercy into your hearts, letit not goe
out: itisever good to take thatway that God
takes ; the Lord foftaines our heants with hogt;
hope is the finewes of the foule, there:
frengthen it, '

As @ Marriner that istoft with atempeftin a
darke night,when befees no ftarres, hee cafts
Anchor , and that cheares him ; thishope is the
anchor of the foule, whereby it lookes out , and.
expe&s mercy from God: the poore foule fecth
o light nor comfort, nothing bt the wrath of an
angry Gods and hee faith , God is2 juft God,and
a jealons God;even that God whofe trueth I have
oppofed,is difpleafed with me , then the foule is
toffed and troubled, and ronnes upon the rocks of
defpeite 3how fhall the foule be fupportedin this
condition? You will find this teue one day, there-
fore looke toit before : - yon vile drunkards are
pow failing in a faire gale of pleafure, and caroalk
delight , but when the Lords wrath fhall feaze np-
enyou, w.en he fhall let in the flathes ofhell‘ﬁ‘t:;

s
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thenyon are toffed, fometimes vp to heaven ,
now downe to hell : therefore caft anchor now ,

‘and this hope will vpholde you, for this hepes
. P! p y o &

calledthe anchor of the Soule,Heb, 6.19. Tho

Dot yet fee the Lord refrething of thee,but it may
be otherwife. The people of Ninivie fid s VVhe
knowes bus God mayrepent, this ujheld their hearts,
& made them fecke to the Lord .in the ufe of the
meanes , and the Lord had mercy on tkem. If
Youbelong unto the Lord » he will come againft
thofe dranken proud hearts , and rebelliovs heans
of yours , and drag them downe to hell,and make
them forrow for theirfinnes. And remember this

a;gaiuﬁ that day . WWho kmones but tle Lod may

siew wmercy? and therefore yer heare,and pray, snd
faft, and fecke unto him formercy. Wee fence
thofe parts of out bodies moft, that are moft pre-
tious , and the hurt whereof is moft dangerous.
Ho(re is called the helmet of Salvation, 1. TheL ¢.
and the affurance of Gods love is the headof 2
Chriftian: now takeaway a Chriftians head, sd
heis cleane gone: the devill ever labours for
that, and faith; You come toheaven ? prove it:
Loe, thinkyou God hath ncede of D runkards
and Adulterersin heaven ? and will God provide
a Crowne of Glory for hisprofeffed enemies ¢
Hath God made “heavena l‘::;:ﬁie for fuch ao-
cleane wretches asyonare 3 No, no , there s 5o
fach expectation of mercy : this wounds the
head of the foule , but Leps is the Febwe that
covers the head of a Chriftian, makes himfay ,
confefle.l am asbad as anyman can fay ofme:
heavenisa holy place, andI have no good-
anefle at allin me, yet there is hope the Lord
may break this'Em heart of mine , and take
away thefe pers of Spitit. Now by this

, meants
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_meanes the head of ¢ Chriftian is kept fure, _

Objedl. But fome will fay,how fhall wee maine

taineand cherith this hopein our hearts ¢

[ Meanes bow to maintaine our hope,when
God feemes sowalke contrary so s, |

Anfv. The meanes are efpecially three. Firft,
take noticeofthe k. [ufficsencée of Ged , as hee
hathrevealed himfelfe in his Word ; fay pot as
many doe , T cannot conceive it,or I cannot find
it, but what doth the word fay? Is not God able
to pardonthy finnes 7 ( away then with thofe , I
cannot conceive it, and the like : ) Is there any
thing hard forme , faith God? Whatfoever th
eftateis, there is nothing hard to him that hat
?mdnef;_:t comlnan% ? when hont ?’avggm faid ,

(X1 or a Camelito gea through the eye of a
needle, ;i ofr'aricb man 1o 8" in'e kfavm ,qMa):h.
25. 24. Lord, faid thevyVVhocan be faved ?
‘But Chrift faid, VVh God all things are paffible
Ifyou logke unto men how he isgleed tothe
wecrld, fo that all the Minifters under heaven
cannot pull him away, but fill hee willlie , and
cozen ; Reafon and Iudgement cannot comceive
how this man fhould be faved , but with God all
things are pofible : See whatthe Apofile furth ,
Abrahaw above hepe boleeved under hope,- that hee
Thould be the Fatber of many Nations , Romi 4. 18+
21. Thishe did, becaute he knew , he which
had promifed wasable to performe it : and this did
feede hishope , heedid beleeve above hope in
regard of the creature, under hope in regard of
God. Asif be had faid, I have a'dead body,
but God is a living God s and Sarah hath 2 barren
womb, but God is a fruitfull God.

Ob;eél. It may be thou fayeft,if any exhortation
. ) QU4 would
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wouldhave wrooght upon me, then my hean
might have been btought to a better Ead'e s b
can this Rubborne heart of mine be toyeeld
And can thefe frong corruptions of mine bes
fuddned ? ‘

Anfiw, Howfoever thou canft not doe it,yet God
€an quicken thee, and althongh thou art a damned
maryyet he is amercifull God,this All-fafficiencie
0°Godisahooke , whereon our foules hang & |
vl\;hen the oApofles h;d przy;id :haatl:gc l::tmd::’f
the Ephefians might be , t t
might be ablet&g:o knowotplfe loveof Chrift 3 be-
caufle fome one might fay ; How fhall wee koow
that which is above knowledge, the text faich ,
!]Jawn bim that is adle to dudmlatbb:hud
hat we can thinke or wike , according o "hi wmighty
povershar workethinus, to him be glory, Ephef. 3.
19, 20. Asthough he had faid, Though
cannot think or sskeas you fhould , yet is
able to doe exceeding abundancly more than wee
can thinke er aske s fothen no more bat this,
wee arenot able of our_felves to thinkea good
thonght, yet there is fufficient power in God, and
though wee are dead hearted , and dimoed
wrerches, yet there isfufficient Galvation in Gods
¢t us hang the hand of hope.on this hooke.

‘1. MEANES,

Secondly, the freenefle of Geds promife mer-
vailovflylifts up the head above water ; as the
begger faith , Thedoaleisfree , why may not
I get it as well as anothers This fometimes
datheth our hopes : when the foale begins to
thick what mezcy is offered , hee faith;

Objel¥, Oh !many are they thathave ic » conld
Yfearc God ask thould, and fecke for mercy a3

. looght,
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I ought, then there were fome hope ; butI have
no heart to endeavour or defire after an{ mercy,
and I cannot bring my foule , nor fubmit my will
to yeeld,and therefore fhall 1 ever have metcik
Anfw. Whynotthoutoo? Doth God fell his -
mercy? No, he gives it freely, God keepes
open houfe : Ob the freeneffa of thatmercy and
goodnefle that isin God ! he requires nothing of
thee to procureit , buthee fhewes mercy becaufe
he will &ew mercy s thou haft no will 4 but God
hath 2 will : and his thewing of mercy degends
noton thy wills but upon his owne free-will. It
is true, God will make 2 man will, and breake
his heart , becavfe noman otherwife can bee fa=
ved ; butitisas true, that Chrift will giveyon
broketlinei;i: ﬁ heare ba:;vell as hemx::dnd falvae
tion, Z willtake awaythe heart of flong, and giveyom
@ hears of fufb, andcasfs you 10 wfll@ inmy wayes,
Ezech. 36. 26. faith the Lord : hold this truth
in thy foule : Asthereisno worth in the foule
that can deferve any thing at Godshands:fo there
is no finne (" the finne againft the holy Ghoft
onely excepted ) that can hinder the freenefle of
Gods grace from faving us:if thon belong to him ,
hee will hale thee toheaven , anddpull e from
bell, he will make thee lie in the duft , and wait
for mcrcr. and come groveling for his grace, and
that freefy, without any thing on thy part: VVies
a God like to thee  faith Micah) whe pardenef} ini-
quity, becaufe mercy dath pleafesheed? Mich. 7,18+
The LORD. thewethmercy , notbecaufethou
canft pleafe him, but becaufe mercy. pleafeth him.
And in Efay heefaith , 7am he that blotteth ous
vhy offences’,” for my owne nawes fake s Efas 34.
24.25. .
Objet. Bat the foule may fay, they were Gods
Qs people
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. Eople that did humble themfelves, and they had
“hearts tofeare him.
Anfw. Seethat in the twemy fourth verfe,
T how baft brought me no Corne , neither haft thew fild
me with tle fat of thy [actifice: bus thow bafl weaw
thee with thy tranfJreffions , yet the Lord faith, 1es
.bee that pardoneth thy finnes : Thou fayeft , if thoa
couldeft pray, and humble thy felfe , there were |
hope of mercy; the text doth not fay, -1tis 1
finner , buritisI, a God, thatmaft doeit, this
is the freeneffe of his Grace, T
Olje&. Batfome may objed, Isit poffible that
a man fhould reccive any mercy , and yet bee o
flubborne and rebellious 1 This makes wav for
Drunkardsto live as they lift , and yet thinke to
goe to Heaven,
 Anfw. 1anfwere,Itis true, the Lord will pare
doo them if they belong to him, bat hee will doe
itwith awitneffe : the Lord will dowze that
foule of thine in the veibe of hisvengeance , but
Thee will pardon thee too : God will pardon thy
finve in Chrit , but hee will make thee fecle the
bitternefle of inne firft.

I111T. MEANES.

Lafly , confider the abundance of mercyand
goodoefle that isin God, whereby hee ot oncly
. firiveswith usinthe midf of all rebeHions , but
he is more mercifull then we are or can berebel-
lious : this helpesthe heart of another thing that
cuts it, For when the foule feeth all his finnes for
number, for natore, fo many,and fo abominable,
he faith 5 .
Oéjeff. Can metcy be thewed to foch a yretch
as [am ¥

Anfy, Yes: for a8 God is Al-fufficient , and his
promile



for CHRIST. 191
promife free, fo he hath plenty of mercy for the
worft, he exceeds in mercy all the Gones that can
be ; { except that againft the holy Ghoft ) and
therefore the foule throwes it felfe uponthiss the
Apaftle (aith, V'V here fis abounds grace abounds much
more » leaftany man fhould fay, Le# ws fin that grace
may abound; the text faith in another place, V¥ hofe
darmnation i uf ¢ This knocks off the flogerss
though afinfull wtetchabufe God and Grace, yet
mercy will overcome the heart in this cafe, but it
will cof him deare; though thon turne the
grace of God into vvantonnede , the Lord will
turne that wantoneffe of thine into bitternefle 5
the Lord veill fting that heart of thine one day,
and makethee fee vvhether. it be good to forfake
mercy when itis offered ; it vvill bee eafier for
Sodome than for thee, vwhen thou thalt feea com=
pany of poote Sedomites fry in hell s hovvfoever
God may bring thee to heaven, yet hee wyill
makethee fry in heli, and heevvill make thee.
thinkea Sedemite to be ina better condition fer
the prefent, than thou art.

Ob. Butfome will fay, Godcannotin juftice:
fave fuch a wretchasl am.
oAn. Foranfwer to this,fee what S.lewes faith,
Mercyrejoyeethy or trinmpheth, over Iuflice : how=
foever lfia faith, he muft be plagued, yet Merey
faitb, Chrift hath made aarlentiﬁxllﬂtis.ﬁ&ion for
him: fo then, ifGod be all. fufficient,and his pro-
mife free, and kis mercy faperabundant, then wee
may beeflirred up to hope for mer?' from God,
our hearts may be fupported herein for ever,
Now I come tofome other particulars that are
plainely expreft in our text.
Firft, they made a free and open confeflion of
their fins , they did not flay till the Apoftie went
: to
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to their houfes, bot they went to him , and (id)
Menaxd brethres, you have fpoken againf de
fin of murther, and we confeffe wee are guaikyd
this finne, -

De&. TheDolrine from hence is this » Whe
the heart s unely broken for fin, it will becos-
tent to make openand free confeffion theresf;
ot thus, Soand contrition brings foorth bortome (
coofeflion. Men ond bretlren shall wee deew
befaved ? 23 if they had faid, The troth is , wee
bave hesrd of the fearefull condition of fochs
bave killed;l:elﬁil;eﬁs,md we conf;l;'e 'b.:d
foever you have was perfecored by us,

by s, we arethey that cryed, Craci
e him, crucifie him; wee would have eatenbis
Beth, and made dice of his bones; we plotted his
death and gloriedin it 4 thefe are our fins, and
haply 2 thoufand morethat then they revesled;&
this is remarkeable, Theygoe 1o Pater and the sther
oApofiles,they did not goe to the Scribes & Therif
and that crew,

Nots. Whenceobfervethis by theway, whe
the foule is thus truelybroken |, it will
Dever repaire to fach as are carnall & wicked men:
for th le knew , that the Seribes and
Phaifes hed their hands deepely imbrued in Chrifts
blood as themfelves; aod sthey knew them
to be ruchmnm- » that they would ra-
ther incourage n their Gns, thenany way
eafe them, & recover them from the fame : there-
hety & pacios peroms aod veling 10 becoe

jous A wvvilling to foccost
thenyn $ ic is ceraine, that founlg vvas pever
truely broken for finoe, that goes for helpe to foch
asare guiley of thefame; itgof:fpiﬁouthlttbeﬁ
men goe oaely to floppe the mowh of anﬁence...
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but never to have coufcience avvakoed. You
fee our converts here vvent to the pefles,
not to the Scribes and fellovv - murtherers
bue this by the vvay onely : Igoeoninthe
former point. .

A broken hearted finnerknovves more by him=.
felfe thanany man can doe,vvhen a manis pinched
vvith famine or drought, he vvill opeu his yvants
fully andfreely, and fo aman that is (icke,and hath
fome heavie difeafe npon him , wvill te'l of more
paines and gripings than any Phyfition candos :
So it is vvith the foule thatis deadly ficke in the -
fight cfhis finnesand abominations.

Queft. But may net a vvicked man that never
was truely broken hearted, make a large & open:
confeffionof his finnes ?

Anfiw. Icoofefe that in the horror of confci-
ence he may doe ir, but vvith the Dag he returnes.
to his former vemite, and vvith the Sow to her
Dallowing in the mire ; the Hogge thatiskeptina
cleane meadovv, vvill looke fomevvhat yvhite,but
if hecomes from thence, he vvill lyc dovvne in
the firft durty puddie hecomes at =’ fo there are
fome finners that have beene vvell trained up,and
live in 2 gnod family, they are a little cleanfed ;
but when-they come to live among wicked com -
panions, they grow as prophane as therefts and
yet allthis whilethey are hogges , and will mor«
mur at others that are more holy than themfelves;
Now ;the Dog is he,, that hath had his eyes ope-
ned, and his confcience awakened, andfome
horrour laid opon his foule , and this doth make
him difgorge himfelfe fora while.to eafe himfelfe
of his horrour ; butwhea that manreturnizs to his
fiones, he will faarle and bite too,and fill heavily
wpon Gods people, fo much the more, becaufl: hle

: R ath
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hath confef his finnes; thus it waswith Judes he
fwallowed downe his shirty pince, but God made
him come and acknowledge his finne , and take
fhame to himfelfe, and yeta Iudes 5 2 devill , ad
at this day inhell. Itellyou, this his confeffion
-out-bidsmoft peogle in our gegeration ; the fih
js-content to nibble at the baite, and {o it is taken
vvith thehooke , and vehenit hath the hooke
and bait too, it would be rid of both : fo wken
horror of confcience hath faftned upon the foule
of a man, becaufe of finne , he could be contentto
;omit his finneand allop, and yetheeis a very

eaft,

Qu ﬁn Bat doth hearty confeffion argue truc
Contrition 3

oAnfw, I anfoverethiere isakinde of confeffion
swhich no man attaines unto , but he hath a bro-
ken hearts Iudu, not no carnall heart under heaven
comes‘t-o this, l:nd ou mn% knovv i:e:hm is ;
wvord fpoken e one but ma fpoken
the othg:. and therefore the diﬂ'ete{me isnot from
the vyords , but from theinvvard frame of the
heart ; And for the opening of this trueth T wvill
propound and fhevv thefe_tvvo things.
" Firf , the confeffion of a poote broken hearted
inner.

secondly, ¥ wvill fhevv you vyhén the Saincs
of Godare called to confeffe.

For rhefirft, the difference betvveene the true
& the falfe confeffion,is difcovered in thefe three
paricularse

[ 1. Difference beswixt true and falfe con-
feffion of finnes. ]

Ficf, they differ in the end, a broken-heared

. ‘ finner
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finner confefleth his finmes , that hee may teke®
fhame to himfelfe, and glorifie God, this is
the frame of the foutle that truely confetleth his
finnes,, hee doth it to honour the Gefpell vhich
he hath (o much dithonoured , to difcover the
vileneffe of his ‘perﬁ)n and of his finne , that hee
hath fo mach fet up; heeis wvillingly content
thatthe glory of it may bee Gods , and the thame
hisovvne. Confider that paffage of the good Thiefe
upon the Crof?, Lok. 23. 40+ vvhen the repro-
bate vvas going to beexecured for his fin,he railed
upon Chrift: Nere, (vvhence obferve lz’::e vvay)
A vvicked man vvill be & vvrerch gh hee
fhould goeto hellprefently ; novv vehenbevvas
railing , fee vvhat the Good thicfe replies; Feareft
theu not God ? wee have finned and are inftly punifbed
for owr finnes, to dye and togoe to heli too, if
God be not the more mercifull; this man, you
fee , vvascontent to fall out yvith himfelfe, and
hisfiones , and to honour the juftice and holinefle
of God in condemning of him.It is faid in EQekiels
They [hall remember their wayes tha were nos good ,,

fball be afbamed,Ezck. 16. 16.thatis, the
fhall take fhameto themfelves,they fhall not thri
for the fame ; agracious heart cannot tell ywhat
to doe tomake finne , and it (elfe bafe enough
before God, that his foule and fin may fall out one
vvith another 4 as in the example of Zachews ;
Lukero, 28 veheras the confeffion of a carnall
hypocrite comes not fo currantly off, it Ricketh in
his teeth, hee begins to confefle fomething , and
then he ftands 4 he faith fomething , and calls it
back againe,& is loath to take any fhame for the
evill committed : 8&therefote haply he willcome: .
when be is called,and goeavvay & confefle no- °
thing at all; Nay , if 2 Minitapheare avy thing of
Q"2 - ~ H

. *h\ mw
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him, he vvill hide it &rellaflat lye, rather thio
take fhame o himfelfe forir : itistrue , a carnall
hypoctite may confeffle fometimes to give the
Minifter content, as commonly fuchdoe § he may
confeffe , to getinvvard veith 2 man and to
commendations; nay, he may confeile , to finoe
more freely vvithout fufpition,for charity beleeves
this, that vyvhen a man hath confefled his finoe,
- he vvill never tinnein that kind againe; nay, fome-
times hee dotb it to ftop the mouth of confcience,
" and therefore yehen confcience is full of horror,
to quict confcience, & to ftill the clamor thereof,
he is content ta reveale his finne : that fo hee
may have fome fecret peace for hisfinne : thus
.farce they differ in their ends.
Secondly, they differ in their grovuds: the
~canfe and ground of a broken hearted finoer , it
it fram the loathfomnefle and vilenefle that the
heart feethin fin, and therefote it coofeffeth
to frea it felfe from that finne, and to let oot all
. thofe abominaticns that are fo loathfome and
tedionsto him 3 as the finner that is troly bunthe-
ned confefleth allhisfinnes, fo efpecially thofe
that are moft loathfome & fecret, even thofe finnes
whereby theheart hathbin moft eftranged from
God.for as before the fouledid confeffe fin freely,
b canfe hee was content to take fhame to himfelfe,
fo now hedoth itto rid himfelfe of the fame.Then
& man feclesfin kindly, when it goeth to the very
inwards of the foule ; itis in thiscafe with a bro-
ken-Learted finner, as it is with that part of 2 mans
body,thatis impoftumed,or thelike,whentheim-
pofturpe is ripe, if it be launced to the quicke , the
very. coare and allcomes out ; but if it be pricked
witha pin, there may fome corrupt mattcr come
outs but the coare remaines yer in it fill: fo it :
wit
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with an impoflumed heart , when & man is truly
icrced with his abominations , hee is content 1o
ﬁy open the moft inward corruprionsof all , thac
there may be 3 perfe&t killingof all, pay, itla-
bours to fweep: out the moft fecret finnes of all,
withoutany ifs, orands, .and he fayth ; Ob, this
roud, wretched , adalterous heart of mine, hath
Lene my bane, and ir will be my deftruGtion for
ever,if God be not more mercifull,now the coare:
and ali comes out ; whereas the hypocrite thas:
feeles onely the feare,and horrour,and punithment
of fin, executed or threarned ,. hee confefleth no
Ea:e than may procire his eafe, Leedefires not

mach to have his corruptionsremoved,as to be
freed from hotrour. :

[ The bollow- bearted confeffion of
bypocries ]

And therefore, ahypocrite will fcumme over:
all hisconfefions , his talke will bee a- hundred-
miles from his finnes , hee never comes to thae
majoe finneAwhich keepes his heart from God 5
andit is remarkable, one man complaines heg
is tronbled with wandring thoughts in hearing:
the Word,and his foule istaken afide with ftrange-
diftempers ; but follow that foule home,and yon-
fhall commonly finde fome bafe corruptions thar
take up his heart ; and anothet man comj»‘aim of
bis hard heart; it Rirres not at the word of God,.
and Gods Tudgements doe not melt him , when

et in the meape time he nouritheth that pride, &

Ife-uncleannede, that is the canfe thereof , and
there are many befides thefe : asit is with 2 Doggs

- bee doth net sorge up his meate becaufe hee
leathes it , but becanfe his ftlomacke is troubled*
with it,and therefore when higpaine isover,he-
o R.3, sakess
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tekes itwith greedinefleagaine ; {o it is withes
hypocrite ,, his heart is burthened with extreame
forrow,and therefore hee throwes out fo much s
didcrouble and gall his confcience,& may worke
him fome eafe sbutafrerwards he returnes to it
againe ; 3nd this isthe canfe why wee bave f
many revolers , and backfliders , ‘after fuch open
confeflioussthey confefle onely to eafe themfelves
of the horror , and cherefore when the horror is
gone, they fall totheyr old finne againe, wheress
a found Chriftian doth confeffe his fin,onely from
the loathfomencfle of it.

3+ Thirdly , the foulethat is trucly broken ,

makes confefflion with an inwatd refolation never
to meddle with fione any more;yet all this while
the foule isfull of feare and fufpition, for feare of
falling into thofe finnes againe, therefore it defires
rather to difcover it felfe by defires and withes,
then any confidencein it felfe; and therefore the
fople faith, O,thatthe Lord would once give me
power againft thefe cortuptions! Oh,how
thould I'be! but alastl have no power of my felfe;
the foule is willing to fling it felfe into the armes
of Gods mercy» and to commit himfelfe wholly
to themeanes of grace , that God may gethime
%elfe honoar by him; onely hee defires him to bee

dunto him by giving of him power sgeinft

is corruptions. '

Whereas the h ite thatis in feare of fome |

jadgement, and the wrath of God hath feszed
upon his foule ; that he may get eafe, will promife
any thini,tnd bee marvaijous open , and yetcom
dent in himfelfe and fay;1f God would give mee
health,and raife me up againe, all the world fhall
fee I will be 2 new man,and they fhall fee , how
boly, andhow carefull, sad how exat X will be ¢

yeto
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yet, poore foule , when heis out of his trouble,
he returnes to his vomit , and is worfe than be-
fore » andfo muchtheworfe 5 becaufe heehath
made open confeflion, As it is with a debtor , an
honeft man comes freely and doth acknowledge
his debt,and defires the Creditor to fatisfie him-
felfe with his body and goods, he defires he may
be no lofer by him,he fufpe@s be fhall not be able
to pay him, bat hee hopes , fo farre as hee is able,.
to give him content : but another cunning mate
promifeth to pay all , ifhe will give him forther
d}y. but intende no fuch matter, Ioft foitis with
afoule that is truly broken for finne, hee layes
himfelfe in Gods prefence , and referres himfelfe
into Gods hands, and faith ; The truthis, Lord o
¥ know , this proud corrupt heart of mine will
sot yeeld , it will deceive me; I am afraid T fhall
not be ablc to walke holily ¢ take this heart of
mine,and doe what thou wilt with ir, onely purge
out my finand corruption : thisis the manner of
his confcffion,

0%.But,is every man bound thus freely & o(geno
1y to confeffe his finnes 7 Ianfwer, the Doétrine
faith, When hee is called toit. But you will fay ,
whenis 2 man bound & called to make confeffion?

oAnfwe 1. For anfwere, T will hew it in foure-
conclufions.

[ When aman 5 bound to confeffe b fin.]

Fir@t, when the foule hath hada true fight of
finne, & hath confeffed it to the Lord abun auxfl{y,,
and throngh Gods mercy hath gotten fome aflu-
rance of the pardon thereof , then hee need oot
looke to men for pardon , becanfe the end of con-
feffion is. accomplithed already. A man therefore
confefleth his ﬁnne,th;t he may finde fome helpe

K4

agaio~
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againftitznot that a Minilter can abfolve or

aay (as the Popith (havelings imagine Jbutthar he
may have the dire&ion, helpe , and prayess ofa
godly Minifter. -

2" Secondly, if we have wronged any body
that we have converfed withall, though God hath
pardoned the finne, yet we areto confefle ic, tha
we may make peace,and Eray one for another, this
is the meaning of that place , Confefe your finnes.
ene to anotber, and pray one for another.Tam. 5.16.

3. Thirdly, if 2 man haveuf:d all meancs or-
dinary and extrzordinary, and hath fated , and
prayed , and fpught the Lord for pardon of fin ,
and firengthagainftic , and yet his confcience
remaines troubled, & he finkes under the borden
of his corruptions , in-this cafe amanis called o
confefle his finnes to a faithfull Minifter. Indeed
2 man may confeffeshemta a faithfull Chriftian ,
bnt itis Gods ordinance to. confeffe themto a
faithfull Minifier, not thata Minifter can pardon
hisfinnes; but onely to declare when heis firted,.
and to apply mercy accordingly. It is notamatter
of complement, but a duty commanded : tis in
this cafe with the foule,as itis with 2 mansbody;
hee that is able by his owne skill and his kitchin-
phyfick to cure himfelfe , hath noneedro fecke
to the Ph{(ﬁrian + butifit bee beyond hisowae
skill,& if kitchin-phyfick will doe no ‘good, then’
heis bound to feeke oyt to a Phyfitien, unleffe he
will bee his owne musdeser. Itisjut fowith the
foule of a man that is forrowfull for fiane : when
he hath confcionably-uféd all meanesyand vet his
cloffet-prayers, & his cloffet. faitings will not doe
thedeed , then heefs bound to feck out to @
fiithfall Minifter,for heis the Phyfitian that God
Bach appoL:ted, whereby all the fickneffes of the
foule may be eafed & cured. 4 Lattly,
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4. Laftiy,if aman have beene guilry of commornt
open finnes,and it is knowne abroad that hee hath
beenean open fwearer and adulterer,ifGod hath
broken his heart thorowly for his finnes , and hee
Iyes ( it may be)upon his death-bed , and now
enioyes the company of afaithfull Minifter,, ot
fome holy Chriftian,hee is bound to acknowledge
hisfinoes , that as God hath beene dithonoured
by him, fonow he may honoor God , and fhame
himfelfe , and difcourage the hearts of thefe
wicked wretches that have fhared with him in
the fip: if ever hee betruely broken , and if God
t-row him on his fickebed,and chefe things bee
layed to hischarge , hee will cry ont of himfelfe
and {ay»Oh, 1 have hated the lig{tof Gods truth,
I did perfecute the canfe of godiinefle, 7was a per+
fecuter and blafphemer, faith Paulsfo it will be with
your piond and rebellious “hearts , if ever God
open your eyes, and awaken your confciences, as
they fwft be, eithec here, orin hell.
Therefore,when your companions come about
ou, cry fharne of your felvesy and fay, The Lord
wes, and all the Country knowes,shat I bave
beene a drunckard, and an adulterer; it is the gall
of my heart. Now-if God had not bin mercifull
wnto me, I had drunke, and drank my laft: it hath
coft me deare, and foit will be with'you too.lt is
firange to fee how God throwes fome upon cheir
death-beds, and fills their confciencesful?of hor-
rour, and yeta man cannot wreflt a word from
them? Nay, thongh all their dranken companions
come about them ; they have not a word to fay
to them,! doe not thinke that the heart of any
€hriftian will endure it, if ever ‘God break his
heart kindly.
Thus you fee what man is bound to :onfc‘ﬂ'e
R b

§
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his finne ; thisis farre enough from the tyrannicall
confeffionof that ftrange Popith do&rine of aurie
cular Confeffion: theyiold ,allmen are bound,
whatfoever theyr condition bee . whether theie
finnes be pardoned or unpardoned,they are bound
to confefle all their mortall finnes, and to expe&
their pardon authoritatively from the Pricfts hand,
upon the paine ofgreat matters,

[ Popifh Confelfion swhat it %. ]

Theaime of the Papifts herein, is, firft, to fnare
mens confciences s and fecondly , to picke mens
E:rfes: for when a man hath confeffed his mortall

nes,his confcience isfnared,and then they maft
give fo much money for the pardon of them
agreeable to the offence : Now wee bind no man
upon paine to come neceffarily ; but if he can get
pardon from God in the ufe of the meanes, & get
power againft' his corruptions, in this cafe wee
enioyne no man to confefles but when the Saints
doc come , it is not becanfe wee willor can fell

rdons, but onely to fit them for mercy. And this
the truth , and that aur Church holds,

This falls' mervailous heavy & foule upon thofe
thatare fo farre from thisduty , that they are o
pofite againft it,8 account it a matter of madne&
and childifhnefle, toacknowledge their offences
toany man.Men wonld be comforted in regard of
the forrow they feele,but they would not be con-
tent to open their finnes,and take fhame to them-
felves: This harbours in the hearts of many carnall
wretches , and fo they are deprived ofthe fruit
of the Gofpell : They thinkeit their cunaing, to
fhifr, and mince their finnes , andto keepe them
clofe from the kaowledge of the Minifter.

It may be, the wife is ficke, ead the husbend

faith,
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faith, Ipray youfhew her fome comfort. Why ,
faith the Minifter, what needes thee any camfort,
feeing fhee was never in diftrefle ? Oh!faithhe,
fhe hath lived an honeft quiet woman , and fo by
this meanes wee heare of nothing but good. I
would faine wreft this madnefle out of the hearts
of carnall wretches: When the Lord hath them
wpon the racke , then their confciences are fall of
horror,and they know not which way to take:yet
they {corne to acknowledge any thing:fhall they
bee ( convi@ed oftheir fins, and) fuc| babies,to
cry their finnes at the Market-croffe? they have
a betrer comfe thanfo : for (Gy they) who
knowes it ? andlet him prove it,or the like,What
if no man ever yet knew it? thy owne confcience,
and God, knewes it.

1f thou goeft toa Phyfitian, thon wiltlay open
all thy fores,and all thy paines to him,or elfe thon
expedeft no helpe from him;and canft theu leoke
for any comfort a Minifter,& never difcover
thy finnes, whereby thon art hindred in a good
courfe ? men would be comforted, and yet never
knew why they wereaffliGted.

You that kecpe your finnes fo clofe , and main.
taine them fo tendetly , the God of heaven wvill
plucke thofe fwecte morfels from your monthes,
and lay them upon you when you would bee rid
of them ; As 2 man that isficke,hee will not fend
to the Phyfitian becaufe hethinkes hee is able to
beare it out,till at laft the difeafe begins to feftes
iowardly, and all the Phyfitians under heaven
caonot care him ; if he had fent in time, he might
have beenceafed : fo it is with many fiofull crea-
tures , out of a ftardy foutneffe ofheart , they
fcotne to confefle their corruptions; well , now
God opens their eyes, and shey begio to fay, This
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js not well, and that is not well ; but you will moe
fend for the Minifter all this while,if it be hotroor
of confcience,yon will beare it ; well , at laft you
come to your death-beds, and the Lord layes bis
heavie hand upon you, and then you cry for the
Minifierand a'l; Oh,Gith one , woe to me,becavie
of this aduleerous heart, this drankennes , & this
malice, and this madnefle ag2in® God and his
people I wasa cunning perfecator, and with fuch
a womaan I committed adultety, and at laf, whea
he hath ended hisconfeffion , he-finkes and dyes:
DNow the Minilter comes too late ; yee will beare
the checke of confcience, and in time the wound
growes fore,& your foule finkes into irrecoverable
mifery 5 Oh,woe to that Soule,this is all becaufe
hevvould not have his heart launced : well, if
thou wilt not,then takethat curfed heart of thine,
and expet Gods wrath wiith it,if thoa repent not.
See how God deales witha finner in thiskindes
the text faith, His bones are full of the of bis
yoush , which fball lyewit), bim inthe duft : Altheugh
Jinne be [weetein bismoutly., though hee fpare it , and
keepe it clofe as Sugar under histongue , o is & the
of Afpes withsn them 3 Iob. 10 11.12. ke
ieede how you keepe your finnes clofe , when
confcience and horrour cals upon you to con-
feflethem , and God hath you upon the racke ,
and faith o Thefe finnes you have coromitted in

fecret,either confeffe them» or (he{‘ thall curne o |

the ga8 of Afpess if Rill you wi'l have your fins,
remember that the God of heaven bear:s witnefle
this dl! againft that foule, that will not come off,
but hides his finne; take heed that God-fay noc
wAmen : when thoa art féoing the way of all
fleth, then thon vvik cty for mercy,but then the
Lord vyill fay, Remembet that impofiumed heart

of

—
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of thine might have beene laonced and cured ; byt

thon wouldeft needs keepe thy ‘luft and corrup-
sions @ill.

For the Lord Tefus Chrifls (ake. now nitrv vone
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faine bite it in againeif he could, but thereis ¢
witnefle within,that muft notbe feene. ‘

‘Whea Raghel had ftolne her Father Zabans 1dok, |
hee followed after Zacob for them , and fearchel
.among the (tuffe,boy Rache! being fornething foo-
lithly addi&ed that way, face ftill upon them,»d |
Laban muft not fearchthere : So it is withhe
clofe hearted hypocrite, heis content to confefie
that which all the world cryes thame of him fot,
but there is fome [dol laft, as fecret uncleannefle,
or private theft, that he will not confeffe.

Novv for the terrour of all fach graceleffe per-
Hons,  defire to difcover tvvo things in the point.
Fitlt, thar thisis a mervailons fearefoll finpe : Se-

condly, it is a dangerous finne.

Firlt,me thiokes the finne it felfe islike the fase '
Of Anaias and Saphira A&. 5. 3. he {old all tha
he had, and as the Lord mooved him,8¢ comman-
dedhim, hee gave yvay toit that it thould bee
-given tothe poors : Butvvhen it vvas fold, hee

ept backe one part'of it ; and vwhen Paerfaid ,
Didyon felli¢ for fomuch ? I8 thisall the peicer Yes
aith hee. )

To hideour finnes , % a fearefull fimne; ]
[ Nowv nwke{vha: Peter falft"b.WIy hash Sahen
Jled thybeart thee thex baft not lyedte mdn | but 1o
Ged ¥ Sathan- many times fteps into the heset s

- bue vvhen hee isfaid to fill the heart, he hmsont;
the vvorke of jodgement and reafon, and the |
‘Word,and Spirit, & all Refolitions in thof |
particular occafions, vvhich concerne a man.

Asif Sathan thoold fay , Knovvledge thall pot
dire& him, the Spirit fhall not petfivade him , sod
the Word fhall not prevaile vvith his henrt: but.[
wvill take pofleflion of him fn defpight of all thefes
this is Sag:m filling of the hearie :

Thos q
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Thus it is with the Hypocrite : his confcience

is awakened,and faith : Thou muft corfefle thy
fins , or elfe thon fhalt be damned for them:: the-
Word commands thee, and t! e Spirit perfw@lés:
thee to confeffe thy finnes s and hereapon thou
fayeft ; This is my condition , and thereis no
eafe norcomfort to be had in private meanes, and
therefore I moft goe to fome faithfull Minifter ,
-and reveale my felfe to him : and when thow
halt dene, thon keepeft backe halfefrom him , &
thonlyeft againft Confcience , the Word & Spi-
rit, and all : and when the Minifter faith,Is this
the bottome of thy fins? Diddeft thou not com-
roit fachand fuch a finne 2Oh ! nop ! 1 was never
ﬁnihyof any foch matrer : and yet thou lyeft.
arke what I fay , this is to have Satan fll thy:
heart , thoo iveg up thy heart into the poffeffion
of the Devill : Knowledge dire@s thee nor, the
Spirit perfivades not,and the Word prevailes not;
butthe Devill croudesinto every corner of thy
Bearr, and thoo wilt cover thy fins , andfo perith:
for them everlaftingly. N

2. But fecondly, as the fin is vile snd odioos.
fo it is as dangerous s'He t:a hydeth his finnes shalk
wot profper, faith the Wifeman, Pro. 28.13, How.
foever thy hteart may be ftill for a while, yet thou
fhalt not profper in thy family , nor in the Word-
and Sacraments, botall meanes are accurfed to
thee , thon thalt receive no mercy at all : heethat-
confefleth and forfzketh hisfiones, thall finde mer-
z‘; but he that confefleth pot hisfinnes, fhall not

de mercy .,

As wenfeto have aneaft-egge to breed upon,
foit is the devils conning toleave a neal}- egge,
fomebofome Inft or other in thy fovle 5 and the
Devillfits upon this fame , as vpon ancaft-egges-

S.2.

an+
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_snd when the devill is cait out by ﬂa‘:ght overly -
confeflion of your finnes , yet there is fome fe crat

- loft ftill left in the heart, and that will breed s

thoufand abominations more in you , For (I be |
. feech you take notice of this) the devill retomes ‘
and brings feven devils more than himfelfe. and |
ke hatcheth feventimes more ancleanoefle then |
there was before : therefore , as yoa defire thst
Satan may not fill your hearts, andasyou defire '
‘to have any meanes blefled to yon » come i
kiodiy and corrently, either uot confeffe at all,or
elfe confefle qurrently , that you may finde mezcy |
‘inthe time of need,
. Vfz 2. The fecond vfe is for Inftru&ion, o
fhew uss that 2 broken-hearted finner is eafily :
convicted of his finnes. and willing to under-goc
any reproofe ; he thatwill confefle his Gnnes free-
1y of hinfelfe, willeafily yeeldwhen he iscalled
upon todoe it. 1f the Word lay any thiig to his
enarge, he will not deny it, a man neede not
bringany witneffes againft him : hee will neves
“feeke to cover hisfinne, but ifan y occafionall paf-
fage of fpgech come 5 that may difcover his tin,
berakes it prefently,and yeeldsto it, and faich;
I am the man, | confefle , this ismy fionesnd
my fg!ly‘: he doth pot fence his heart againft the
trueth, -

‘Towhom fhall I looke ( faith God ) evento s
wian t].az hath & contrite heart , and trembles at my |
VVerd, Efa. 66. 2,thisis theroote,and this is the -
fruit ; the heart muft bee contrite and broken by
the hammer of Gods Law, before i can fhake at
the hearing of the Word ; A broken heart comes
notto floutat the Minifter, (nay,thac isa flurdy
“seart ) buta broken heart thakesat the wotd of

. God 3 ifthete come a promife, a broken heare
. trembles,
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trembles, leat ke hath no fhare in it; andifthere
be any command,he trembles, leahe fho uld not
beable to obey it: batif the Lord meet with fome
maine_ loft, s fecret malice again(t the Saints' of
God,and uncleannefle , orthe: like 5 if the Lord
give a wipcat thefe rhings inthe Word , ey

this broken heart hath cnongh, hehath his load ,-

and longs to be privateshe remembers that trath 3
and the wound being frefh bleeds againe , and hee
ournes againe,and layes hold on his heart, and
faith, Good Lord, I was thismaliciouswretch, ¥
jinrended this mifchiefeo thy Saints, and (if it had
becoe inmy power ) 1 conid have fucked their
blood: { wasthat uncicane wrerch ; fhallallthefe
finnes be pardoned? and fhallallthefe curfed abo-
minations bee removed: Can thefe corruptions be

. fubdved?

Brethten ( yee cannot bee ignorant how ):ar.
wounded heart is affeGted with every touch, you.
that have broken hearrs you know it , I fhall nog

"need ta tell you : 7hzrefore,swhen ever ahe Lord

comes to take in thofe filthy and drunken heirts
of yours,they will hake within you,and you wilk
fay. This is my finne, and thefe aremy abomina-
tions, whereby God haih beene fo much ditho-
noored.

V¥fe. 3. The third Vfeis for exhortation, if you:
know thefe things ( as I am perfwaded you doe ).
theo be intreated in the name of the Lord Iefus,
to wa'ke inthat way which God hath revealed ;
this is the bafenefle of our hearts, we are loatHi to~
unbii kle our vile and fecret diftempers , they .aro
hamcfull themfelves,and yet:we are loath to take~

e etons Seate openly and fecly , whis

Therefore deale openly and freely , with yous
foales;.confaile your finnes fraely:,.that God m:{:‘
. . ’ $ 3 deate:
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dealecomfortably with you; hath the Lord at spy
time let in this horror intothy foules and is thy
heart now troubled at the words and afer all thy
teares, A paines, & meanesufing with uprightnet
doe thy corraptionsRill remaine ? are they. not
yet fubdued asthey mightbe ¢ canftthounot get
nnaz affarance ofthepardon of them ¢ I fay then,
caft away thy fhemefull hiding and concealing of
finne, and do not fay , what will the world and
Minifters fay of me  away with thefe thifts,God
calls thee to confeffion, the Saints have done it, &
thou maft, nay, thou wilt doei, (if ever thy hears
be kindly broken;asit fhould be ) in fome mes
fure pleafing uoto God,and l:;wm tothy felfe.
Qijed. Butfome will fay maywe doe it ?
An/w, Foranfwer thetemto, I will firft give
dire@ion how to doe'it; Secondly .1 will give
fome motives to work our heartsto the

{ To swhom swe [hould lay open our finnes
- confeffion, }

Firft, be wifc in chufing the party, to whom
you maft confefle your finnes , for every wide-
mouthed veffell is not fit to receize preciowsli-
quor ; fo this confeffion is not to be opened to
every. carnall yvretch » that will blaze it abroad ;
the minifler to vvhom you confeffe,ought tohave
thicfe three graces.

" [1. A skilfull Minifter. ]

Hee maft bee a skilfull and able Minifter of |

©od yone that is tainedup , and ismafter of his
Art, and fo experienced , that hee may be able in
-fome meafure to finde out the nature of the dif-
esfe. (Not that any Minifter under heaven can bee
fo yvifeandholy , asto give pardon to s poore
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fnner sbut onely he is able minifterdally to doe it
under God. ) He moft beable to approove him=
felfe the Minifier of God: he muft have the tongue -
of thelearned ., and bee able to breakethe hearr, .
and prepare the foule for Chrif? ; & then to apply
the g protmifes-of the Gofpell to him.

‘There are many, who in fiead of curiog of the

. Pule, killit, and by popping the Sacramentinto a-

maos mouth, think to fend him to heaven: but in:

. conclufion, fend him to hell, .

[ 2. A mercifull Phifitian.}.

. _Heemoft b? o::l menggl tl;;tygt‘inme that wil:_'
icty & poore foule s ve ienceo
lt’i'oublepa(x:’l% mifery io themfelves , mt come

affionate to others in diftreffe: hee that hath .

in toffed in the Sea, will pitty others tha have
bin in the fame danger. If thefe le had gooe
to the Seribesand ‘ghafu , they had bin well
holpen.No, but they went to Peter , and therefore
found helpe : when Iudas had Ginned , and besrayed:
is Mafter 5 and his founle was full of horror ; hee
went to the P hariffes and confefled his finnes, bat
what fuccour found hei they anfwered him,VVhaz -
i1 shat to us ? Mat, 27.4. Haftthoufinned, then
beare it,and looke toit thy felfes fo it is with
carnall wretches ; what comfort yeeld they to a
poore diftrefled confcience ? they adde forrow to
forrow , amd fay, Itis uozblng but melancholy,.
and he hathgotten this by hearing fome fiery hot

Minifter,or byreading too much in fome bookes-
of Ele@ion and Reprobation, .

[3. A faishfull Minifier,¢s bow kmwm.}
Hee mutt be a faithfull Minifter , one that will
pot fit tnenshumouwss,. nor anfwer the defires of
’ ' S 4, sheyr
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theyr hearts, in (peaking whatthey would have
him ; bur his faichfalneife moft appeare in two

things. - '

FI%‘E.in dealing plainely with every one,thongh
aman.be his Patron, or of what place or condition
foever he be, if he havea prond heart, hee moft
labour to humble him.

Auod fecondly,as he mult apply a falve ficting foe

the fore, fo he muft be faithtull' in kecping fecrer

the fin that is laid open to him , that nothing may
?ye abroad,no not after s death, except it be in
lome cafes.. - .

[ Motives to confeffe our fnnes. )
Now what remaines , bt that you all be moo-
véd totake up thisdaty , and provcke your hearts
fieely to coa!gffé your evill wayes:to which por-
pafe ict me give youthree Motives.

[1. MOTIVE. ]

Becaufe itis a very honoarablz thing, and vvill
exceedingly promore the caufe of a Chriftian,you-
willhardly yeeld tothison the fudden ; aman.
dosh thinke, that if the Minifter knovves bLis vile-
nefley he voill abhorre him for it.

Bor (Iaflure you brethren ') there is nothing
that doth more ‘fer forth the honoot of a Chri.
Rian, and winne the love of a Minifter , than this.
Yadeed, it is a hame o commiz fin ,. but no thame
%o confeife it upon good grounds:Nay , vvhen the
heart comes kinlly off,it is admirable to fee hovy
a faithfull Minifter vvill approve of fach F:rlom >
hisloveis o grear tovvardsthem, O, aydh the
Miuifter, it did mee good to heare that ran con-
£ ©o freely : Thope the Lord haih vvroughe
Rindly io him ,. certainely noyv. heisin the vvap

‘o
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to life and happinefle ; Oh , hovw I love him ¢ I

could even be content 1o put that man in my
bofome. § :

Whereas this over?, & loofe dealing of yours,

is loathfome to us ; doe you thioke vve perceive

itnot? Yes, vve may fecle it yvith onr fingers ,

and ( vvhen you are gone » Itellyon vvhat vvee

think) furely that man is 2n h_ypocritc. hee hatha

hollovv heart, hee is not vvilling to take hame

to himfelfe for his fin , his confeffion never comes
to the bottom.

l2. MOTIVE. ]

- ConftfBonis 2 matter of preat fafety; X take this
to bethe onely caofe, vy y many a man goes
troubledand getsneither comfort in the pardon
df his fione, nor firength agaioft it ; becanfe hee

- comes oot oft kindly in this yvork of Confeffion.

- When you doe ‘nakedly open your finnes to 2 .
faithfull Minifter , yon gocout in battell agaioft
fione, and you have a fecond in the field to fland
by you:-but efpecially there is comfort io this
particylar, for the Minifter vvill difcover the lofts,
#0d deceits, and corruptions , that you could not
finde our, and hee vyill lay apznall thofe holds of
Sathan, and tha meanes of comfore thatyou ne-
ver koeww: Fam able rofpeake it by experience »
thishath broke the necke of many a Soule, even
becaufe hee wvould our infingle combate a- -
gaintt Sathan, and ("doe vohar hee could, ) not
revealing himfeife to others for helpe , vvas over-
throvvne for ever.

As it is vvith the impoftumed part of & mans
'y , vwhen a man lets out fome of the corrapt
macter; andfo skinnes it , never healing it to 'hg
bottom s at laf it canksen invvardiysa Cmf

: §
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a gangrene, and the part muftbee cut off,or elle
a man isin danger of his life s fo vvhen youle
out forne corruptions by an overly confeflion , bue
fuffer fome bofome luft 10 remaine Rill, as malice,
or uncleannefle, &c, Then the foule is carried
into fearefull abominations. ‘
Many havefallen fouly.andlived long in theyr
finnes, and all becanfe they vvould not conf:(fe
freely : thorefore as you defire to finde out the de.
ceitfuloefe of your corrupiions, confefle them
from the bottome of your foules.

[3. MOTIVE. ] !
This open and free confeffion,may the
finne fcc;‘: s forthe ondy veay to hak::pemm
finnes coveted, isto confeffe them , that fo they
may ln(:: be brought apon the ffage before all the
vvorld. .

, Objed. Oh, fayth one this is contrary tocom-
mon reafons wee are affraid to have ourfinoes
knowne , that is our tronble ; wee kecmrﬁm
clofe, becaufe wteh:vonld p:efeuf:' eur hovor.

Aufy, § fay, on fecrecie, is to
reveale our ﬁ?)ym t0o fomeiyimﬁﬂl Mipifter; for
if we confefle our fins , God will cover them s if
you take fhame to your felves , God will honor

. You; bur if yon will not confefle yone fins , God
will breake openthe doare of your hearts,andlet
in the light m troeth,&¢ the convidting power

. ©f his Spirit , and makeit krowne to men
Angels, to the fhame of your perfons for ever.

If Iudas had taken notice of hisGone, 8 yeelded
to Chriftsaccufation,and defired fome conference
with Chrift privately, ( and faid ) Good Lotd, I
am that Iude, and thar hell. hound rhat have recei
wedmercy from thee in the onwmdmnmﬁ

1
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have been entertained among thy people,yer itis I
that have taken the shirty pence, Lord pardon this
fin, 8¢ wever lec this iniquiry be laid to my chargey)
1 doubt not,butchough Iudes his foule conld not be
faved ( becaufe t'atnow wee know Gods decree
of him) yet God would have faved him from the
E:blike fhame that was caft upon him for it :
t hee did not doe fo , but hid his malice in hjs
heart,and profeffed great matters of love to Chrift,
and kiffed him, and. thus hee lhougg;t to cover his
‘finne wifely: bt what became of that ? the Lord
forced him to come & indite himfelfe in the high
Priefts Hall, before the temporall andfpifituall
Councell, R S
. So you thit keepe {om fins as Sugarunder
your tongues, andweill be loofe, and malitious, 8¢
covetaons &ill ; veell, you vvill have your zhirty
pence Rillyand they are lagd_ up fafe, as Achans
wedge of Gonld was ;remember this , Godwvillone
day open the cloffets o?ourhealts.aud lay you up-
on yourdeathebeds,and then hapl{ yee vvill prove
mad, and vomit up all: vvere it not better to
confeffe your finnes to foime faithfull Minifter

DOVY 2
1€ you wwill not give the Lord his gloty,he vvill
diftraine for it, ang have it frem your heartblound,
as Tulian the Apoftata faid , When the Arrovv vvas
fhot ioto his heart . heplucked it out , and ‘cryed,
faying s Thou Gaklean, thow Daft overcene'mee , the
Lord diftrained for his glory , and had itenr of his
heart bloud, . ‘ L
Novv I come to the fecond fruit of Contritiop,
wvhich is here plainely expreffed, and it fs this ; A
- reftlefle diflike of themfelves and cheir finnes: as
§f they had fayd, Men and brethres, vvee carenot
vvhat yvee doc againtk thofe cvils of ours , vvhe;e-
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by the Lotd hath beene fo much dithononred ad
vvee indangreds commando us vvhat youn vdl,
vvee mof not reft thus , foloathfome are our fs,
that vvee vvill doe aoy thiog rather than bes
vvee are.

. [ DOCTRINE.

So from hence the dc&rine isthis: The fook |
that is truely pierced for fin, is carried againft it
with a reftiefle diflike anddiftafteofiit : or thus:
Sound contrition of haert,brings a thorow deteflr
tion of fin ; this they profefedly proclaime before
the Apoftles. As if they had faid thas much i
morewords ; - hey that heve racifid the Lnd

Youfay, we aret ified t
of life, gdw: confeffeit s Oh, happie had it bin
for us if vvee had never liftencd to the plots ofthe
Scribes and Pharifesybat that vvhich is paft canoot
be undone orrecalled,

What moft nove bedone ? if vve reft here, rvee
petifh for ever : can nothingbe dons againd tiele
our finnes , that have done fo much egain& the
Lord Iefas ? Wee mutt loath ovr felves ,and oot
finnes, and vve muft getout of this eftare , o elfe
vve_areundone for ever.

Novo for the farther opening of this point, I
wvvill difcover thefe three things: Firft,I will theve

" wvhat a diftate and diflike this is. Secondly,
" gvherein this haired and diflike of finne confifls, |
%‘ol.xirdly. L vvill thevvthereafor, vehy itmuft bet |

1. For thefit®,namely, wvhat diflike this is:

_~ for theclearing of vvhich , you muft looke backe

to that vehich I {pake before of godly forrovv. For

of the very fame ftampe and nature, is this diflike

and hatred of Gnne s and it is thus much in effe&.

[ Db
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[ Diftike and basred of fimmwharisis.]

Pir?, thereis a hawed in preparation ; and fe-
oundly, ahatred in fan&ification : both ere faviog .
vorkes, butboth are not fan&ifying vvorkes. Vo=
atrion is a faving vvorke, butnot a fanifying
~orke, they are tvvo diftin@ vvorkes,

‘rbisfutred in preparation , is that vvhich the
ord vvorkes upon the Soule , and fmites
he foule, and thereby puts this kinde of turning
nto the heart ; not thaethe heart hath any po-
rverfull invvard principle of gracebefore, ( for
his is the firft that the Lord vvorkes ) fo thar as
before. the foule yvas forced to fee fin,and to feele
‘he butrthen of it ; fo the heart is novv brought
o diflike finne s this isa vvorke vvrou‘i’ht'npou
the foule,cather then any thing done by the foule;
the Lotd is novy ﬁtrini and preparing the foule
for the prefence of hisblefled Spirit. .

And inthisgreat vvorke of Prepatadon, the
Lordvvorkes thefethree things.

" L How the foule is prepared for
] Chrift. ]
Pirfl, he fiops the foule from going on any lons
gerin finne, Secondly , hee yvearieth the foule
wviththe burthén of fin. Thirdly, by hatred the
foule is brought to ' goe avvay from thofe carnall
lufts & ions, vvith a fecret diflike of thofe:
6nnes vvhich he hath bin vvearied wyithall, -
- Inall thefe, the Soule is a patient (*-and under<
goes thevvorke of hambling , and bregking, ) ras
ther thanany vvay a&ive and operative, ’
1. Thus the hoare is turned avyay from finne,
andfet sgainft thofe corrnp}ll:om vvhich hctewfot;e
. Sitha .



218 The Soules preparation

it vvas barthened vvith; as it is veith the vvhess
of aClocke,vvhenthe vvheeles have ran
beforea man can fer_them right againe , hgﬁ
flop its and turne it to itsright place,and all thée
sre meerely wrought upon the wheele , by ti
fand of the workeman g for of iv felfe, is hathm
poife nor weighe to runne righes bax when the
Clock-mafter puts to his plummets , thed icis |
able to ranne of it féfe , though the woeke mens
hand bee not theré. Sothe willand affe@ions of
a'man,which are the greatwheeles of this carioss
clocke of the Saule, thefe wheeles doe natarally of
themfelves tunne afl hell- wardy and Gn- ward, and
devill-watd: Now, before the Soule can receives

pew principle of Grace; .. _

F'ug.d:e Lord unmaskes a man,and msakes him
come toa ftand,and makes him foe Bell gaping for
fiim ¢ thus the heart is at 2 maze,

"~ Secondly,the Locd layesthe weight of Gnne &
€oreuption upon him, and that doth finke the
foale with the hotrour, and vexation, and loathe
fomneffe of his fifines.

Thirdly , then the foule is carricd away from
finne by hatredand diflike ; and faith, Is thisthe
feuit of finne that delighteth mee ? Oh then, 20
more malice,no more drupkennes, thus the hest

. is turned away: but after the foule is once brovght
ontoGpdbyfa,ld_n & goes to God , snd receives |
the (pirit of {anlification, ( of which wa fhal
gukufmvuds) there is 3 now principleof lift, |
& out of this gracioys difpaStion the Soale is now

wae ta hate fane freelysand to knocke offthe |
o e Bk
Jufts, and to love , out of wes
«of grace which the Lord hulh? patinia the

Differeme
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[ Difference beswixs forrow for fnne ,
= and basred of finne. )

Thereis this difference betweene forrsw for
finne, and hatred, forrow feeles the butthen , bue
harred flings it away; {orrow, loofeneth theheart,

but hatred lets out the corruption ; forrow fainh,
doth finne thys pirch'the faule 2 and hatred faith,
no more finne then s chus the Lord by his Spiric
prepares the Soule. .

For the proofe of this point, fee what the Propbes
faith, Tou fhall confider your wayes , apdyour drinks
shat were not good and fhall loah your felvet, Kzeke 3 Oo.
3 1. A poore Chriftien would tearg_ his heartin

* pieces in the apprehenfion of hisowne vilenefie ,
and faith 5 Good Lord.fhal} I ever be plagtied and
annoyed with this flurdy malitious heart? & fhall

"1 ever carry this vile heart abont me,that will one
day carry mee tohell , if thou beenot the mote
mercifull ? this makes 2 man even fall ot with

shimfelfe, ’ :

.Aiaaivne.fee what the Apsfile faith,for this thing
Taughe i you 3 bt e avorke  ppiodation
wrought in you 2 doth ft-w ‘8 "

-and revenge dgainf yamr. fnfull. carfes ¢ that when
thy foule feerh his filthy abominations nl:&;
fwelling, and bubling within thy heart, it take
on exceedingly, and will fcarce owne.it felfe, but
Jookes away from finne , and is weary of it felfe,

“n regard of the fame; Nay. ( if it were poffible)
that thou coulde® bee content to live withont a
heart, even toforgoe thy felfe,that (o thoa mayeft

not be troubled with thatvile heatt of thine, srd
fo difhonour God nolonger, 1 befeech you ob-
fezve it,whena nian is brought thus farre, Oh be

Ta Cryes.
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cryes to God, and faith, Lord,was there evetar
re finner thus peftered with a vileheart } G
that this heart fhould ever bee fo oppofité agid
the Lord ? Lord , except I had abetter hear, |
_wonld Thad none atall : thus the heart loatha @
felfe,and in what meafure the foule iscarried wik
. areftlefle diflike of fin, asitis fin , in the i
- “degree it is moft violent agﬁna thofe fins.whereby |
hc%ath moft difhonoured God 3 as you mayfeein
Zacliews, Luk. 19. his heatt did more rife sgaind
his Mafer-fin 5 {o the Lord having humbled the
repentant Church,thow [balt defile thy graven, Tmages |
of fitver ,and tke ornaments of thy Golden I-qn,’r; ;
cafl them awey wamanfirsons cloash , axd fgy,
Get you hece, E(a(. Lo. 21, 32. They haredall
finne, but efpecially their Idolotrous courfes; foit |
. will be with the heart that is truly broken, hewil
caft away with hatredall his_pleafing and profite.
ble fins: Thus much of the firft paffage.
[ Whercin a true diflike of fume
.- . comfifis.) :
. Queft. The fecond isthis : Whercin doth this
trae hatred of finne confift @ :
wAnfw. tanfwer, Firlt , if the foule doth unly
.abborre finne,it isvery willing to make fearch for
Jrin every cotner of theheart. And any fin that
-he cannot know himfelfe,hee is will ling that any |
Chriftian,or any friend thould make them knowne
- -unto him : A King that hates a traytor that would |
- kill him, anda mao that hates a thicfe that would
rob him , they are'willing. that any man thoald |
difcover that traytor or thiefe , and they will en-
testaine him kxmjly.ud reward him for it,

[ He



. for CHRIS T 231
L 3¢ defires to have b finne difcovered. ]

WWhen the Ziphites came to Saul, andgold him
wvvhere David was, marke what he aith,05 bleffed
&s yco of the Lord, forysu have had compafiion upon
swee. 1.Sam.13.20.21. luft foitis with abroken
bleeding. heart , that hath an open hatred againft
his corruptions ; ifany Minifter or Chriftian will

make knowoe forme bafe lufts thatlurkein his
foule, he will not flye out, and fay, Wkatis chatto
you 2Eyery tabbe muft ftand upon his owne bot-
tome , and if| finne T muft anfwere for it: Nay
hee will blefle the Lord forit, and fay, Blefled be
the Lord,and bleffed be fach 2 Miniftcry and blef-
fed befuch a neighbour,. for they have fhevved
mee my fin,and had compaffion upen my foule.
. Secondly, as.the fonle defires to have hisfinne
. revealed, fo it delires to have finne killed , and it
makes no matter how it be killed,or by whom,fo-
it be killed at all. Hence it comes to pafle,that the
foule which trucly hates finne, is ever fecking tor
thofe meanes , that are moit able to give firength
to him , and to overcome his corruptions ; and is
well pleafed thatany Minifter fhould meer with
the bafe haants of his heart , and ifthe word hit
& wound that mafter-finne of hisyhe is mervailous
content therewith, hee cares not from whom' the
helpe comes. The fharpeft and keenef reproofes;
that will thake his very heart,and draw blood out
of finne, and the moft powerfall deliverer of Gods-
word, that divides betweene the marraw and the
bones,be likes beft.

[ Helabours to bave bis fin killed, ]
Nay,though the great Cannons toare,and Gods
ordinances wotke mighul% upon his- heart ;d:':)
. . . 3 . te
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that his corraptions may be killedand fobdaed
he bleffeth the Lord , a’t;d fayth; Bleffed beethe’

Lord, 1 hayehadagood day sfit , theLord layd

ageinft this'wretched heatt of @mine 5 1
m& for theferepraofes and jodgemeps
threamed; myheart is in fome sesinre broken
pnder them, 1" hope my corruptions bave gotten
theyr deaths woundthisdey. .

: &Ha hages finne in others. ]

Thirdly, as he defiresto fee finve killed in brm-
felfe, fo he i pox able to fee finne in others, but fo
farre 48 God hath pus anthority and.omm}zy
ioto bis bapds . hee purfues itwith dead'y in-
dignation, . ’

As aman hares 9 Murderer , hee will not oely
keepe him from his owne houfe , but hee purfues
- bhim even to the place of Infice : $o the Sauie

- that troely hates linne, will oot onely keepe fione

from his owne heart, but he will iludcr it froms
the hearts of others, fo farre aspalfibly be may.

When Hawan had 2 {plecncagein® Murdevei,be

yvas not onely defirdus to killhim , bat he wonld
Kill all the nation of she Iewes , this was batred ine
deed: o i iswith'a brokeo-heart, Ifa broken heas
sed father have had a proudheast , and hath becn
wearied with jt, hee labourstokill sll the brood
of thofe curfed diflempersin hischildren.

{ He bates all accafions and meanes of
, mg, ’
Laftly, hee lsbours to croffe and indermine ol
" thofe occafions gnd meanes that have given hﬁ
fuccour to his corruptions of heart: t-e
facha (ecret grudge againkt the thriving of in ,
that itloathes all occalions that may maintsio hie
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finne: a8 thie drankacd and adulterer hate the place
where they went in to commit fone. :

As in warte, haply they cannot rake the cnemy,-
buz they will drive him out of the Country 4 and
* burae downe all his Forss 5 and fillop all his
Trenches,that he may finde no provifion : fo the
. heartthar wuely hates fin,and hath beene truly
broken for it,will hate dll occafions and whatfoe~
ver may bee any mesnes to firengthen it. Even ail
thefe proud and whorifh lockes, and thefe Spe~
mith cats,and el thefe wanton and garith attires,
sad dight behaviows, which were nothing elfe
bat the Tept whereimhis vaine filthy lightheart
hath lodged. D
Thus ftwes with Maey Magdalen,Luk.7. _ﬁ__&
the reslon why itis fo, is this, becaufe che heart
that hath bin broken for finne,and burdened with
the ovill of §¢, hath now found by wofull e«
pericoce , that fioneis the greareft evill of allo-
thees ; and cherefore ( for the prefervation of it
felie ) it swill hate that finne which feparates
bemweene God sud the Soule, and with which- the
fafewy of thefoule cannot fland, .
Every thing in reafon defires the fafety & pre-
fervation of it fcife, the foule knows fin to be the:
Ereateft enemy, & therefore it is mo invenomed.
with violence agaio@t finne , and Gith, Wkence
come all thefe miferies ? and what is the mint out
of which all thefe plagucs and judgements come?
Is it not my finne ¢ It is not poverty , itis not
e, not difprace that pincheth me, but my
Tt he poyion-of Ghotfnpovery , and e
tis t of finpe » 8N
g‘oyﬁm of finne in thame , and the wmhy of Gad
alhhefe,zr teafon of my 6nne. Thefe evils
were not evill to mee» but that my finnes moke
them Do, - T4 Had
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3 e:e‘:d Ta he;xt to feate God.zi;o l?::“m,k
upon him ; in poverty wi ™

me, and in thame he woald honoar mee , and a
mifery hee would comfort me : It is not poveny ,
Bor fhame, that doth hurt mee; bat finne lyes asd
venomes my

And therefore the foule ow cryes , JMem and
brethren, whas [ball 1 doo to be freed fom thete cor-
rapeions ? Great are the evils that I have fosnd ,
and marveilous are the plagnes that I have felr, by
reafon of my Ginnes: but farre worfe will thac pore
tion be,that I thall have in hellinendleffetormens
hereafter:this willbe the perfe&ion of all mifery;
let it be any thing rather thao this:ic isbetier bere
pow tobe plagved , thaneverlatingly damoed.

V. 1. Thefeft Vieis a ground of admirable

comfort , & ftrong confolation to all fuch as have ¢

found this diflike & hatred of fin s he may befare
his helm h‘::a llvleene btoklen h‘:‘ ﬁgbm&&m confe-
uently, he certainel e Chril grace.
9 0éje&. 1 doubt not.buthery foule is Ieﬂwadﬂl
«of this, and faith: Indecd,if I could findmy (oule
ricving within me for my rebellions and tins , I
Id not doubt of mercysbut how thall I kaow
whether my foule hath beene everas yet truely
wosaded for finne, asfinne 2

[ Howto know thas your foules are
" truly broken for fmne.

1. Anfw. Lanfwer,Ifthy heart is carried 1:-:
thy finnes with an atter Mw againft them,
then ceruainly thy foule hath truely broken:
indeed , fometimesa man dothhate his finnes ,
roore than everhee hath beene burthened with
them; but thus it is commonly, if thy hawwed bee
good, thy forrow hath beene fincere; for how zn

»
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thy heart goe agaioft fione , except thon have
fonnd fome evill in it? and how canft thos bee an
enemy to cotruption, except thy heart hath beene
wounded withit?therefore let me advife all thofe
that defire to have an evidence of the wotke of .

race in theyr foules,to goe in fecrer,and examine
their hearts, whether they can make huy andcry

after theyr corruptions ,can you bee content that
aHll your finfull dlxmpm. (even thofe that would
affe& you moft) fhould be made knowne either in
publikeby the miniftery of the Word, ot in pri-
wate by faithfull Chriftien ? and can you be
gl‘:’t‘em that he thould co:;iem home bef? y?et hear:ls.

agge out your re the world?
then yon have beene wounded for fione , 'and ere
enemies againft it, ( a3 Davidfaith ) Trymee O
Lerd, and exemine mes, and provemy hears , andmy
saines; and oo if there bés any mﬁboﬁia wees, Plal,
39. 24, d. Hee deales like a good fubject
that unlocks allthe doores , and bids the officers
fearch if there be any Traitor in his houfe , if any
one hide the Traitor, heeisa Traytor himfelfc in
fo doing; fo David as it wete, fets open the doore
of his heart, and faith; Good Lord, if there bee
any wickeduoefle in mee yet notdifcovered,Lord
Jet that word , that Spirit, and that meflenger of
thine,finde it ont;reproove me,convince me Lord,.
and difcover my hypocrifie , and pride of heart,
This is an honeft heart certainely.

2. Secondly,when thou haft found out th{ finne
by the helpof the Minifter , here thou wilt ot
reft, but hunteft for the blood of thy corruptions,
and canft not be quict till thou feef} the death of
them : the Soule can doe little of it felfe , butit
would have the Lord doeallfor it:fo though thow
have not fan&ifying Grace , and haft not powe;

T [
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of thy felfe to kill thy corruptions, yet thom
makeft all ¢hy friends thou hatt to ufe all meanesto
finke thy enemiesythat elfe would finke thee. -
Asitisamongf men , whep a man hath fosnd
his enemy, hee followes the Law hotly , and hes
will bave hislife orelfeit fhall cof him a fall:
heepurfues him from ope Court toanother , sd
makes alithe friends that beecan , that hee may
p him 3 and if all the Law inthe land willdoe
1ty hee will have him hanged; this is a hatred
indeed; fo the foule can doe litle of it yetis
endeavours and makes a levie of forces, 8 prayers,
and will not leave finne with life , it porfuesfio
hotly- and if all Gods wotds and ell the Promifes,
and if the of Chrift will do the deed, it will-
nou et till it fee the deaay of finnes and these-
f:ute ..imﬂgm ﬁsubtioret:dl.‘:ds v
nall, and there cry for judgement s Lords
kill this proud malicions heart of mine , thefears
thy encmies, and the encmies of thy grecesLord,
they fqught my blood, let mee have their blood,
blood for blood, tooth foe tooth , O let mee fee
theyr deftrudtion !
" 2e Vfe. Secondly , is this contrizion ? & doth
it bring forth fuch fiuits 2 then mhmhmg:
le forrow is rere in the world, and there are
that haveit, even among thofe that think them-
felves fome body in the bofome of the Chorch s
therefore fave me alabour , and caft yoereyes .
abroad in the world, end inquire in rhc{mfa &
villages where you dwell , end knocke at vose
nieghbours heats, and fay, Is there any broken
hearts here 7 it will appeare there are butfew
broken hearts hete to be foand amongft the pro-
feflors of the Gofpell,and fo, few fhall be faved.
I£ this hawed of figne bee a true mmuf

£
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Brocken-heartedneffe , what will become of a
world of prophane perfons., that are carried on
wich the purfait of (ipne,from which they will not

. be plucked ; the drgnkard will have his cups,and
the adulterer his queancs,-and the chapman his
falfe weights ; they are fofatre from thisdiflike
of finoe, that they hate every thing {ave fin; they
hate the godly Magiftrate that would th

" them; nay, they hate the Lord himfelfe, and fay,

* it was pitty there was fuch a Jaw made ro punith

. fin,what fhall wee doe?let us doeany thing rather
than be hindered in our pleafures; 'what fhall wee
doe that wemay not be checked apd reprooved 2.
get youdowne tohell , and there you fhall have
elbow-roome enough,there you may be as wicked

. and as hane as you will, and that will bee
your glz?lgou, unleffe the Lord be mercifall anto
you. Confider what the Wifeman fpeaks, ( Pro,
21. 29 ) anddoe not thinke , a little bumblin,
of you felves before God,anda few prayerswi

fetve your turne,No,no, Then shell # , (faith
the text) bus I will net anfwers | shey facke me
sdrely » but foull not finde mee y becaufe tl,z' ed

: %nhkci @nd did vt fiske the feare of the Lord.

. 1,28, ) .
Oh how fearefull isthe doome , andhow cet-
taineis the defolation of fuch poore wretches !
New,the L OR D, for his mercy fake.fettle
< theferrnthes in every one of
your hearts

~

A/MEN,AM’E\N.
' SOLIDEG GLORIA

- .






vanesry GOOgle



——









