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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

LADY FRANCES SHIRLEY.

Mapax,

Ir Christianity was inconsistent with true politeness, or prejudicial
to real happiness, I should be extremely injudicious, and inexcusably ungrateful,
in presenting these Easays to your Ladyship. But as the religion of Jesus is the
grand ornament of our nature, and a source of the sublimest joy, the purport of
the following pages cannot be unworthy the countenance and protection of the
most accomplished person.  Neither can there be a wish more suitable to the
obligations or the dictates of a grateful heart, than that you may experience what
you read, and be what you patronise.

Did religion consist in a formal round of external obeervances, or a forced sub-
mission to some rigorous austerities, I should not scruple tojoin with the infidel and
the sensualist to dread it in one view, and to despise it in another. You need not
be informed, Madam, that it is as much superior to all such low and forbidding sin”
gularities, as the heavens are higher than the earth. It is described by an author,
who learned its theory in the regions of Paradise, and who displayed its efficacy
in his own most exemplary conversation ;—it is thus described by that incompa-
rable author: “The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but righteousness,
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

To be reconciled to the Omnipotent God ; to be interested in the unsearchable
riches of Christ ; to be renewed in our hearts, and influenced in our lives, by the
sanctifying operations of the Divine Spirit— this is evangelical righteousness ; this
is genuine religion ; this, Madam, is the kingdom of God established in the soul.
How benign and inviting is such an institution! How honourable and advanta-
geous such a state! And from such privileges, what other effects can flow, but
that * peace, which passeth all understanding ;” that “joy, which is unspeakable

e and glorious?”

Is there any thing in the amusements of the gay, and pursuits of the ambitious,
N of greater, of egual, of comparable value? Isnot all that wealth can purchase, all
X that grandear can bestow, somewhat like those glittering bubbles, which, when






PREFACE.

Tue reader will probably expect some account of the ensuing
work; and to gratify him in this particular will be a real pleasure
to the author.

The beauty and excellency of the Scriptures;—the ruin and
depravity of human nature;—its happy recovery, founded on the
atonement, and effected by the Spirit of Christ :—these are some of
the chief points, vindicated, illustrated, and implied in the following .
sheets. But the grand article, that which makes the principal figure,
is the IMPUTED RIGHTEOUsNEsS of our divine Lord; from whence
arises our justification before God, and our title to every heavenly
blessing ; an article which, though eminent for its importance, seems
tobe little understood, and less regarded ; if not much mistaken, and
almost forgotten.

The importance of this great evangelical doctrine,—how worthy
itis of the most attentive consideration, and of universal acceptance,
—is hinted in the second dialogue; so that I need, in this place, do
nothing more than give the sense of a passage from Witsius, which
is there introduced in a note. ¢ The doctrine of justification,” says
that excellent author, ¢ spreads itself through the whole system of
divinity.  As this is either solidly established or superficially
touched,f ully stated or slightly dismissed; accordingly, the whole
structure of religion either rises graceful and magnificent, superior
to assault and beyond the power of decay, or else it appears dispro-
portionate and defective, totters on its foundation, and threatens an
opprobrious fall.”

The design is executed in the form of dialogue; those parts only
excepted in which it was not easy to carry on a conversation, and
assign to each person a proper degree of significancy. Here, t
avoid the common imputation of bringing upon the stage a mute ¢

a shadow,—one who fights without weapons, and submits withow™

i



viii PREFACE.

contest,—the scene shifts. Our gentlemen separate, and, instead of
conversing, enter upon an epistolary correspondence.

The dialogue form seems, on many considerations, a very eligible
way of writing. Hereby the author gives an air both of dignity and
of modesty to his sentiments. Of dignity; by delivering them from
the mouths of persons in every respect superior to himself. Of
modesty ; because we no longer consider him in the raised, but invi-
dious, capacity of a teacher. Instead of calling us to his feet, and
dictating his precepts, he gratifies our. curiosity. He turns back a
curtain, and admits us to some remarkable interviews, or interesting
conferences. We overhear, by a kind of innocent or imaginary
stealth, the debates which pass in the recesses of privacy, which are
carried on with the most unreserved freedom of speech, and open-
ness of heart; a circumstance which will apologize for some pecu-
liarities that might otherwise be inconsistent with humility, or
offensive to delicacy. Particularly it may obviate the disgust which
generally, and indeed deservedly, attends the frequent intrusion of
that ambitious and usurping monosyllable, I.

The names of the persons are prefized, each to his respective
ghare of the discourse, in imitation of Cicero, and for the reasons
which he assigns : ¢ Quasi enim ipsos induxi loquentes : ne inquam
et inquit sapius interponerentur. Atque id eo feci, ut tanquam
preesentibus coram haberi sermo videretur*.” This method, he

very justly intimates, is removed farthest from the narrative, and
T



PREFACE. x

ference in the sentiment, if not in the language. The materials
vary, even when they run into the same mould, and take the same
form. In the diction also there must be some diversity; because
several of the objections are proposed in the very words of one or
two eminent writers who have appeared on the other side of the
question. ‘These are not particularised by the mark of quotation ;
because the man of reading will have no occasion for the assistance
of such an index, and the man of taste will probably discern them by
the singularity of the style.

Some of the following pieces, it must be acknowledged, are of the
controversial kind : a species of writing least susceptible of the graces
which embellish composition; or rather, most destitute of the attrac-
tives which engage attention and create delight. Yet I have some-
times thought, that it is not absolutely impossible to make even the
stern face of controversy wear a smile, and to reap some valuable
fruit from the rugged furrows of disputation, Whether this is
effected in the“present work, the public must judge; that it has
been attempted, the author may be permitted to declare.

To soften the asperities of argument, views of nature are inter-
spersed ; that if the former should carry the appearance of a rude
entangled forest, or of a frowning gloomy recess, there may be
some agreeable openings, and lightsome avenues, to admit a prospect
of the country ; which is always arrayed in charms, and never fails
to please.

The author confesses a very peculiar fondness for the amiable
scenes of creation. It is therefore not at all improbable but his
excursions on this topic may be of the diffusive kind, and his
descriptions somewhat luxuriant. It is hoped, howerver, that the
benevolent reader will indulge him in this favourite foible. If any
should feel the same prevailing passion for the beauties of nature, it is
possible these persons may be inclined not only to excuse, but to
approve the fault; and may take part with the lover, even in
opposition to the critic.

Further to diversify the piece, sketches of philosophy are intro-
duced; easy to be understood, and calculated to entertain the
imagination, as well as to improve the heart; more particularly, to
display the wise and beneficent design of Providence, in the various
appearances and numberless productions of the material world.
Neither are these remarks altogether foreign to the main point; but
as far as the wonders of creation inay comport with the riches of
free grace, subserve the general end.



X PREFACE.

As to the choice of my subjects ; some people have desired to see
an invective against the fashionable and predominant vices of the
age. This, I apprehend, would be like picking off the leaves, or
clipping away the twigs, from some overgrown and noxious tree.
Waving this tedious and ineffectual toil, I would rather lay the axe
to the root. Let the knowledge and love of Christ take place in the:
heart, and not only a few of the branches, but the whole body of sima
will fall at once.

Some would have the author insist upon the conscientious obser-
vation of the Sabbath, inculcate the daily worship of God in the
family, and urge a devout attendance on the public ordinances of
religion. But when a person is convinced of sin, and made sensible
of misery; when he has ‘tasted the good word of God,” Heb.
vi. 5; ¢ and seen by faith the Lord’s Christ,” Luke ii. 26; he will
want no solicitation or incitement to these means of grace and -
exercises of godliness. He will have just the same disposition to
them all, as the hungry appetite has to wholesome food, or the new-
born babe * to the milk of the breast.

Others may imagine, that I have neglected the interests of
morality ; because here is no professed attempt to delineate its duties,
or enforce its practice. Let these persons remember, that morality



PREFACE. xi

of truth, of meekness, and righteousness,” Psal. xlv. 4 ; this hand
might scatter a palm branch, or this performance might lie as a
floweret, to strew his way * and solemnise his triumph.

In the course of the disputation, I dare not suppose that I have
discussed all the arguments which sagacity may devise, or sophistry
urge. Perhaps I have not removed all the scruples which may
awaken prejudice, or embarrass integrity. This, however I may
venture to affirm, that I myself have met with no considerable objec-
tion, which is not either expressly answered, or virtually refuted, in
these conferences. And though I should neither satisfy nor silence the
gainsayer, I shall think my endeavours happily employed, if they
may throw light upon the dim apprehension, establish the wavering
faith, or comfort the afflicted conscience.

If any should burlesque or ridicule these venerable truths and
exalted privileges, I shall only say with my divine Master, < O that
thou hadst known, in this thy day, the things that belong to thy
peace! but now they are hid,” it is evident from such a procedure,
“they are hid from thine eyes,” Luke xix. 42. Should any, in the
spirit of decency and candour, either start new, or revive old
objections, I doubt not but they will receive both a due examination
and a proper reply. As these doctrines enter into the very essence

of the gospel, and constitute the glory of our religion, they can
never want a succession of advocates, so long as the sun and moon
endure. For my own part, I must beg leave to retire from the lists,
and lay down the weapons of controversy. Virgil’s language is my
resolution :
‘¢ Discedam, explebo numerum, reddarque tenebris.”

This declaration is made, not from any the least suspicion that my
tenets are indefensible, but because I would apprise my friends, and
the friends of our common Christianity, that the field is clear and
open for them to advance; that I resign to others the glorious
combat, and shall content myself with wishing them success in the
name of the Lord: because it becomes a person in my declining
state to be more peculiarly intent upon encountering a different
adversary, who is sure to overcome, and never allows quarter. Yet
by this *word of my testimony, and by the blood of the Lamb,”
Rev. xii. 11, I hope to triumph even when I fall ; and to be more
than conqueror, through Jehovah my righteousness.

Should any thing be urged forcible enough to overthrow my argu-
nicits, or detect a mistake in my sentiments, the world may depend

* Alluding to Matth. xxi. 8.
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upon seeing a free and undissembled retractation. I shall look upor
it as a duty which I owe to my conscience, to my readers, and to my
God, publicly to acknowledge the error.—It is one thing to be
silent ; another to be obstinate. As I shall inflexibly adhere to the
first, I would with equal steadiness renounce the last. Though ]
withdraw from the strife of pens and of tongues, I shall take care tc
preserve a mind ever accessible to truth, ever open to conviction ; &
mind infinitely more concerned for the purity and prosperity of the
everlasting gospel, than for the prevalence of my own opinion, or th,
credit of my own performance.

As I have the happiness of being a member, and the honour of
being a minister, of the reformed established church, I cannot but
reflect, with a peculiar pleasure, that every doctrine of note maintained
in these dialogues and letters, is either implied in our Liturgy,
asserted in our Articles, or taught in our Homilies. It affords me
likewise some degree of satisfaction to observe, that the most material
of the sentiments have been adopted by Milton, are incorporated into
his Paradise Lost, and add dignity to the sublimest poem in the
world. To have the highest human authority, and the first genius
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N AT

THERON AND ASPASIO;

OR,

A SERIES OF DIALOGUES AND LETTERS
ON THE

MOST IMPORTANT SUBJECTS.

DIALOGUE 1.

TheroN was a gentleman of fine taste, of accurate rather than extensive
rading, and particularly charmed with the study of nature. He traced
the planets in their courses, and examined the formation of the meanest
megetable, not merely to gratify a refined curiosity, but chiefly to cultivate

J the nobler principles of feligion and morality. Several discoveries he made,

ud every discovery he improved to this important end—to raise in his
mind more exalted apprehensions of the Supreme Being, and to enlarge his

~f affections with a disinterested benevolence, conformable, in some degree, to

that boundless liberality which pervades and animates the whole creation.
Aspasio was not without his share of polite literature, and philo-
wphical knowledge. He had taken a tour through the circle of the
wiences ; and, having transiently surveyed the productions of human learn-
ing, devoted his final attention to the inspired writings. Thesc he studied
with the unbiaseed impartiality of a critic, yet with the reverential simplicity
of a Christian. These he regarded as the unerring standard of duty—the

- authentic charter of salvation—and the brightest mirror of the Deity,

affording the most satisfactory and sublime display of all the divine attri-
butes.

Theron was somewhat warm in his temper; and would, upon occasion,
make use of a little innocent raillery, not to expose his friend, but to enliven
the conversation ; sometimes disguising his real sentiments, in order to sift
the subject, or discover the opinion of others.— Aspasio scldom indulges the
bumorous or satirical vein, but argues with “meckness of wisdom;”* never

. Mitis sapientia Leeli,— Hor.
is a most amiable character, and delicately drawn, but is, I think, expressed with greater
strength and superior besuty by the sacred penman : ** Let him show out of a good con
rersation his works, with meokness of wisdom,” James iii. 13.
B




2 18829 N ND Aspasio.

puts on the appearance of g“‘\es but always speaks the dictates of his
heart. .

Aspasio was on a visit at Theron’s seat. One evening, when some neigh-
bouring gentlemen were just gone, and had left them alone, the conversation
took the following turn.

Asp. 1 would always be ready, both to acknowledge and applaud what-
ever is amiable in the conduct of others. The gentlemen who gave us their
company at dinner, seem to be all of a different character; yet each, in
his own way, is extremely agreeable.

Lysander bas lively parts, and is quick at repartee; but he never
abuses his wit to create uneasiness in the honest heart, and flush the
modest cheek with confusion. What solidity of judgment, and depth
of penetration, appear in Crito! yet how free are his discourses from the
magisterial tone, or the dictatorial solemnity. Philenor's taste in the polite
arts is remarkably correct ; yet without the least tincture of vanity, or any
weak fondness for applause. He never interrupts the progress, or wrests
the topic of conversation, in order to shine in his particular province. Tre-
bonius, I find, has signalised his valour in several campaigns. Though a
warrior and a traveller, he gives himself no overbearing or ostentatious airs.
In Trebonius you see the brave officer, regulated by all the decency of the
academic, and sweetened with all the affability of the courtier.

No onc affects a morose silence, or assumes an immoderate loquacity.

- To engross the talk, is tyrannical ; to seal up the lips, is monkish. Every
one, therefore, from a fund of good sense, contributes his quota ; and each
speaks, not with an ambition to set off himself, but from a desire to pleasq
the company.

Ther. Indeed, Aspasio, I think myself happy in this accomplished set o
acquaintance ; who add all the complaisance and politeness of the gentleman
to the benevolence and fidelity of the friend.

Their conversation is as innocent as their taste is refined. They have a
noble abhorrence of slander, and detest the low, ungenerous artifices of
detraction. No loose jest has either the service of their tongue, or the
sanction of their smile. 'Was you to be with them, even in their freest mo-
ments, you would hear nothing that so much as borders upon profaneness,
or is in the least injurious to purity of morals.

Asp. There is but one qualification wanting to render your friends com-
pletely valuable, and their social interviews a continual blessing.

Ther. Pray, what is that? :

Asp. A turn for more serious conferences. Their literary debates are beau-
tiful sketches of whatever is most curious in the sciences, or most delicate
inthe arts. From their remarks on our national affairs, and on foreign occur-
rences, a person may almost form a system of politics. But they never touch
upon any topic of morality ; never celebrate the sublime perfections of the
Deity ; never illustrato the beauties, nor enforce the truths

Ther. Fie upon you, Aspasio, for your unpolite hint! Who can forbea:
interrupting the harangue which pleads for such an outrageous violation o
the mode ? would introduce edifying talk into our fashionable asscmblies
How is it that you, who, in other instances, are a gentleman of refinement

can be so strangely inelegant in this particular?

Asp. For such a practice, Theron, we have no inconsidersble precedent
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Thus Socrates®, the wisest of the Athenian sages; thus Scipiot, the most

wccomplished of the Roman generals, conversed. Thus Cicero}, the prince

of orators, improved his elegant retirement at the Tusculan villa. And

Horace §, the brightest genius in the court of Augustus, formed the most

agreeable hours of his conversation upon this very plan.

Were I to enumerate all the patrons of this, forgive me if I say, more
bonourable mode, the most illustrious names of antiquity would appear on
the list.

Ther. This practice, however extolled by the philosophic gentry of
ancient times, would make a very singular figure in the present age.

Asp. And should not the copy, after which the generality of mankind
write, be singularly correct? Persons of exalted fortune are the pattern
for general imitation; are the copy, in conformity to which the inferior
world adjust their manners and regulate their behaviour. They, therefore,
are under the strongest obligations not to give a contemptible stamp to the
fashion. Benevolence to their fellow-creatures calls loudly upon them—a

. concern for the public good challenges it at their hands, that they signalise
themselves by a pre-eminence in all that is excellent.

Ther. Away, away with these austere notions ! such a strain of conver-
ntion would damp the gaiety of our spirits, and flatten the relish of society.
It would turn the assembly into a conventicle, and make it Lent all the
year round. )

‘ Asp. Can it then be an austere practice, to cultivate the understanding
and improve the heart? Can it damp the gaiety of our spirits, to refine
them upon the plan of the highest perfection? Or will it flatten the relish
of society, to secure and anticipate everlasting delights ?

. Ther. Everlasting delights, Aspasio! To talk of such a subject would
be termed, in every circle of wit and gallantry, anusurpation of the parson’s
ofice ; & low method of retailing by scraps, it the parlour, what the man
in black vends by wholesale from the pulpit. It would infallibly mark us
out for pedants ; and, for aught I know, might expose us to the suspicion
of enthusiasm.

4sp. Your men of wit must excuse me, if I cannot persuade myself to
admire either the delicacy of their language or the justness of their opinion.

The first, be it ever so humane and graceful, I resign to themselves. As
for the other, I would beg leave to inquire,  Are the clergy, then, the only
persons who should act the becoming part, and converse like rational beings ?
Is solid wisdom and sacred truth the privilege of their order ; while nothing
is left for you and me, but the play of fancy, or the luxuries of sense ?”

I would next ask the circles of gallantry, “ Where is the impropriety of
interweaving the noble doctrines displayed by the preacher with our com-
mon discourse ? or what the inconvenience of introducing the amiable graces,
recommended by his lectures, into our ordinary practice?” Will such an
exercise of our speech rank us among pedants? Is this the badge of en-
thusiasm ? A splendid and honourable badge truly! such as must add
weight to any cause, and worth to any character.

* Vid. Socratis Memorabilia, per Xenoph. .
| 1 We are informed by Cicero, that it was a practice with Scipio, with his friend Leelius,
and some of the distinguished nobility of Rome, to discourse upon the interests of the

republic, and the immortality of the soul. "
1 Vid. Tascul. Quest. § ¢ O noctes, coenrque deum
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teatrical decorations—were to import nothing but glittering baubles
icely-fancied toys—would such a method of trading be well-judged in
or beneficial in its consequences? Articulate speech is the instrument
uch nobler commerce, intended to transmit and diffuse the treasures of
ind. And will not the practice be altogether as injudicious, must not
ne be infinitely more detrimental, if this vehicle of intellectual wealth
ghted only with pleasing fopperies ?
.. Such folly and extravagance would be hissed out of the commer-
orld. Why then are they admitted and cherished in the social ?
7. Why indeed? He must be far more acute than your Theron, who
sign a single reason to countenance them. To explode thcm, ten
nd arguments occur. A continual round of gay and trifling conver-
, of visits quite modish, and entertainments not moral, must give an
nt turn to the mind, such as will enervate its powers, indispose it for
yus action, and gradually sap the very foundation of virtue. Whereas,
uent confercnce on the glories of the Godhead, or the wonders of
m, would invigorate and ennoble the soul; would enlarge her facul-
nd elevate her desires.
.. % Did not our hearts burn within us,” said t.he travellers at Emmaus,
le he talked with us by the way?” Luke xxiv. 32. Those dis-
8, it is true, were conducted with a spirit, and enforced with an energy,
tely unequalled; yet the same happy effects would in some degree
from our friendly conferences, if they turned upon the same important
. We also should feel our hearts warmed with holy zeal, and glow-
ith heavenly love.
w. Such conferences would not only be productive of present
tage, but yield a renewed pleasure in the retrospect. We might
» with real complacency, on hours spent in so rational a manner.
vho would not prefer the silent applause of the heart, to all those
tuous joys which wanton jests create, or the circling glass inspires ?
» One who thoroughly knew mankind, and had tried the merits of
wial board, very pertinently compares such flashes of mirth to the
kling of thorns under a pot,” Eccl. vii. 6. The transient blazc of the
nd the sensecless noise of the other, continue but for a moment, and
'xpire ; that in smoke and darkness, this in spleen and melancholy.
aid, spleen and melancholy. For however jauntee and alert the
18 methods of modish tnﬂug may seem ; whatever ease or grace they
ipposed to give the conversation ; sure am I, it will be afflictive to l6ok
upon interviews squandered away in very vanity, and shocking to look
rd upon the account which we must all shortly render. What figure
mch an article make in the final reckoning, and at the decisive bar!
- social hours, which might have promoted our mutual edification, and
subservient to our Creator’s glory, all lost in merriment and whim ; or
than lost, in flattery and detraction: A blank, or a blot.”
or. Venus, we find, has her zealous kmght-emnts, and Bacchus his pro-
votarics, in almost every company. And is it not truly deplorable, that
od of nature alone has-none to assert his honour, none to celebrate his
tions? though he is the original of all beauty, and the parent of all

'n I have taken my morning walk amidst dews and flowers, with the
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sun shedding lustre round \\'}mv :;“ unVe\ling the happy landscape ; how
has my eye been charmed with We Jovely prospect ! how has my ear beem
ravished with the music of the gfOve! Methought every note wasa tribute
of -harmony : and all nature seetned one grand chorus, swelling with the
Creator’s praise. But how has the scene been reversed, when leaving my
rural elysium, I entered the haunts of men! where I saw faculties divine,
meanly engaged in trifles ; where I heard the tongue prompt to utter, and
fluent to express, every thing but its Maker's glory.

1 assure you, I have often been chagrined on this occasion, and sometimes
said within myself, * What ! shall trifles be regarded, and the Majesty of
heaven neglected ? Shall every friend, and every visitant, receive his share
of respect, and no acknowledgments be paid to that exalted Being, who is
worthy, more than worthy, of all our veneration ?”

Asp. This will be still more aflictive to an ingenuous mind, if we consider,
that the infinite and glorious God is present at all our interviews; vouch-
safes to express his satisfaction, and acknowledges himself magnified, when,
with admiration and love, we talk of his transcendent excellencies. Nay,

. we are assured, that the Lord of all lords not only hearkens, but keepe &
book of remembrance ; and will distinguish such persons at the day of uni-
versal retribution. When the loose train of licentious talkers are driven
away as the despicable chaff, these shall be sclected for his peculiar treasure,
and numbered among the jewels of Jehovah ; Mal. iii. 16, 17.

Ther. If the gentlemen who make high pretensions to reason, think them <
selves discharged from these doctrines of revelation, they should not forgeg
their own Scriptures. A philosopher will tell them the duty of employing
their time, as in the awful presence, and under the immediate inspection of
the Supreme Being®. An orator will show them the egregious impropriety
of wasting their friendly interviews in the fumes of drollery, or the froth of
impertinencet.

Asp. Who then, thatis wise, would not habituate himself to a practice,
which comes recommended by the voice of reason, and is enforced by the
authority of God?—a practice, which will administer present good, will
afford pleasing reviews, and terminate in everlasting honour ?

Ther. 1t is strange, that subjects which deserve to be received as the
universal topic, are almost universally banished from our discourse. Was
this cabinet enriched with a series of antique medals, or a collection of the
finest gems, my friends would naturally expect to be cntertained with a
sight of those raritics, and an explanation of their meaning. Why should
we not as naturally expect, and as constantly agree, to entertain each other~
with remarks on those admirable curiosities which are deposited in thes
boundless museum of the universe ?

When a general has won some important victory, or an admiral has de—
stroyed the enemy’s fleet, every company resounds with their achievements,,
every tongue is the trumpet of their fame. And why should we not cele—

# 4 Sic certe vivendum est, tanquam in conspectu vivamus : sic cogitandum, tanquanm
aliquis in pectus intimum inspicere possit: et potest. Quid enim prosit ab homine ali -
quid esse secretum ? Nijhil Deo clausum est. Interest animis nostris, et cogitationibms
mediis, intervenit.” Senec. Epist. 83.

1 Cicero says, with an air of graceful indignation, * Quasi vero clamorum virorum awi

tacitos congressus esse oporteat, aut ludicros sermones, auk rerum colloguia \evioram ®
Academ. Quast. ib, iv.
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orate, with equal delight and ardour, that almighty hand which formed the
structure, and furnished the regions, of this stupendous system ?

4sp. Especially, if to his immensely glorious, we add his supremely

amiable perfections. When the victorious commander is our cordial friend
—when he has professed the tenderest love, done us the most signal good,
and promised us a perpetual enjoyment of his favours—it will be impossible
to neglect such an illustrious and generous person. His name must be
eagraven upon our hearts, must slide insensibly into our tongues, and be as
music to our ears.

Is not all this true, and in the moet supereminent degree, with regard to
the blessed God? Can greater kindness be exercised, or greater love be
conceived, than to deliver up his own Son to torments and death for the ex-
piation of our sins? Can benefits more desirable be granted, than to adopt
us for his children, and sanctify us by his Spirit? Can promises more
invaluable be made, than those which ensure to us the preferments of
beaven, and the riches of eternity ?——All this is attested concerning the
Almighty Majesty, in the Scriptures of truth. What a fund, therefore, for
pleasing and delicate conversation are the Scriptures ?

Ther. Here also I have the pleasure of concurring with my Aspasio ;
though I believe he suspects me to be somewhat wavering or defective in
my veneration for the Scriptures.

4sp. No, Theron ; I have a better opinion of your taste and discernment
than to harboir any such suspicion.

Ther. The Scriptures are certainly an inexhaustible fund of materials for
the most delightful and ennobling discourse. When we consider the Author
of those sacred books ; that they came originally from heaven, were dictated
by divine wisdom, have the same consummate excellence as the works of
aestion ; it is really surprising that we are not always searching, by study,
by meditation, or converse, into one or other of these grand volumes.

Asp. When Secker preaches, or Murray pleads, the church is crowded and
the bar thronged. When Spence produces the refinements of criticism, or
Young displays the graces of poetry; the press toils, yet is scarce able
to supply the demands of the public. Are we eager to hear, and impaticnt
topurchase, what procecds from such eloquent tongues and masterly pens ?
and can we be coldly indifferont, when, not the most accomplished of man-
kind, not the most exalted of creatures, but the adorable Author of all wis-
dom, speaks in his revealed word? Strange! that our attention docs not
bang * upon the venerable accents, and our talk dwell upon the incomparable
truths !

Ther. 1 admire, I must confess, the very language of the Bible. In this,
methinks, I discern a conformity between the book of naturo and the book
of Seripture. . »

In the book of nature the divine Teacher speaks, not barely to our cars,
but to all our senses. And it is very remarkable how he varies his address!
Observe his grand and august works. In these he uscs the style of majesty.
We may call it the true sublime. It strikes with awe, and transports the
mind.— View his ordinary operations. Here he descends to a plainer dialcct.
This may be termed the familiar style. We comprehend it with ease, and

¢ # The people Aung upon the lips of their all-wise Teacher ;" Luke xix. A8.
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attend to it with pleasute ™ e\e& € more ornamented parts of the creation,
he clothes his meaning Wit ANR 2T Al is rich and brillisnt. We ase
delighted ; we are charmed. A what is this but the florid style?

A variety, somewhat similat, "\ns through the Scriptures. Would you set
history in all her simplicity ®0d all her force ; most beautifully easy, yel
irresistibly striking? See her, or rather feel her energy, touching the nicest
movements of the soul, and triumphing over our passions, in the inimitable
narrative of Joseph's life. The representation of Esau’s bitter distress, Gea.
xxvii. 30, &c. ; the conversation picces of Jonathan and his gallant friend,
1 Sam. xviii. Xix. xx.; the memorable journal of the disciples going tc
Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 13, &c. ; are finished models of the impassioned and
affecting.  1lere is nothing studicd ; no flights of fancy ; no embellishments
of oratory. Yet how inferior is the episode of Nisus and Euryalus, though
worked up by the most masterly hand in the world, to the umdissemrbled
artless fervency of these scriptural sketches !

Are we pleased with the elevation and dignity of an heroic poem, or the
tenderness and perplexity of a dramatic performance? In the book of Job
they are both united, and both unequalled. Conformably to the exactesl
rules of art, as the action advances the incidents are more alarming, and the
images more magnificent. The language glows, and the pathos swells, till
at last the Deity himsclf makes his entrance. Ie speaks from the whirl-
wind, and summons the creation—summons heaven and all its shining host,
the elements and their most wonderful productions—to vouch for the wisdom
of his providential dispensations. His word strikes terror, and flashes con-
viction ; decides the momentous controversy, and closes the august dram
with all poseible solemnity and grandeur. :

If we sometimes choose a plaintive strain, such as softens the mind and
soothes an agreeable melangholy ; are any of the ancient tragedies superior,
in the eloquence of mourning, to David's pathetic elegy on his beloved
Jonathan, 2 Sam. i. 19, &c. ; to his most passionate and inconsolable moan ¢
over the lovely but unhappy Absalom; or to that melodious woe, which
warbles and blecds in every line of Jeremiah’s Lamentations ?

Would we be entertained with the daring sublimity of Homer, or the
correct majesty of Virgil? with the expressive delicacy of IHorace, or the
rapid excursions of Pindar? Behold them joined, behold them excelled, in
the odes of Moses, and the eucharistic hymn of Deborah ; in the exalted
devotion of the Psalms, and the glorious enthusiasm of the Prophets. .

Asp. Only with this difference, that the former are tuneful triflers, and
amuse the fancy with empty fiction; the latter arc teachers sent from God,

® Let a person of true taste peruse, in a critical view, the two first chapters of St. Luke.
He will there find a series of surprising incidents, related with the greatest simplicity,
yot with the utmost majesty. -

1 ¢‘ The king went up to the chamber and wept ; and as he went, he said, O my son
Absalom ! my son, my son Absalom ! would to God I had died for thee! O Absalom,
my son, my son !’ 3 Sam. xviii. 33. ’

What says Mezentius, when his son is slain ? when, to sharpen his sorrow, the pale
corpse, the miserable spectwle, is before his eyes, and within his arms! The most
puthetic word he utters is,
¢ Heu! nunc misero mihi demum

Exilium infelix, nunc alte vulnus adactum.”” .
How languid is Virgil, how inexpressive the prince of Latin poetry, compared with the
royal mourner in Israel!
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and make the soul wise unto salvation. The Bible is not only the brightest
omament, but the most invaluable depositum. On a right, a practical
knowledge of these lively oracles, depend the present comfort and the
endless felicity of mankind. Whatever, therefore, in study or conversation,
bas no connexion with their divime contents, may be reckoned among the
toys of literature, or the ciphers of discourse.
Ther. Here again the book of Scripture is somewhat like the magazine
. of nature. 'What can we desire for our accommodation and delight, which
this storehouse of conveniences does not afford? What can we wish for our
edification and improvement, which that fund of knowledge does not supply ?
Of these we may truly affirm, each in its respective kind is * profitable unto
all things.” :

Are we admirers of antiquity ?-——Here we are led back beyond the
miversal deluge, and far beyond the date of any other annals. We are
introduced among the earliest inhabitants of the carth. We take a view of
wankind in their undisguised primitive plainness, when the days of their
life were but little short of a thousand years. We are brought acquainted
with the original of nations; with the creation of the world; and with the
birth of time iteelf.

Are we delighted with vast achievements? Where is any thing com-
parable to the miracles in Egypt, and the wonders in the field of Zoan? to
the memoirs of the Israclites, passing through the depths of the sea, sojourn-
g amidst the inhospitable deserts, and conquering the kingdoms of Canaan ?
Where shall we meet with instances of martial bravery equal to the
prodigious exploits of the Judges; or the adventurous decds of Jesse's valiant
son, and his matchless band of worthies? 2 Sam. xxiii. 8, &c. 1 Chron.
xi. 10, &c. Here we behold the fundamental laws of the universe, some-
times suspended, sometimes reversed ; and not only the current of Jordan,
but the course of nature controlled. In short, when we enter the field of
Scripture, we tread—on enchanted, shall I say? rather, on consecrated
ground ; where astonishment and awe are awakened at every turn; whero
is all, more than all, the marvellous of romance, connected with all the
precision and sanctity of truth. .

If we want maxims of wisdom, or have a taste for the laconic style, how
copiously may our wants be supplied, and how delicately our taste gratified!
especially in the book of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and some of the minor pro-
phgts. Here are the most sage lessons of instruction, adapted to cvery
cirrumstance of life, formed upon the experience of all preceding ages, and
perfected by the unerring spirit of inspiration. These delivered with such
remarkable conciseness, that one might venture to say, every word is a
wntence ; at least, every sentence may be called an apophthegm, sparkling
with brightness of thought, or weighty with solidity of sense. The whole,
like a profusion of pearls, cach containing, in a very small compass, a value
almost immense, all heaped up (as an ingenious critic speaks) with a con-
fused magnificence, above the little niceties of order.

If we look for the strength of reasoning, and the warmth of cxhortatio!\ H
the insinuating arts of genteel address, or the manly boldness of impartial
rproof; all the thunder of the orator, without any of his ostentation ; all
the politeness of the courtier, without any of his flattery—lct us have
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recourse to the Acts of the W\ﬂa, and to the Epistles of St. Paul'
These maspec'\men,otnﬁ\“' Vee are the standard, of them all.

1 do not wonder, therefore, t\":\ a taste 80 refined, and a judgment so coi
rect as Milton's, should discern higher attractives in the volume of inspiratior
than in the most celebrated authors of Grsece and Rome.

‘“ Yet not the more
Cease | to wander where the muses haunt,
Clear spring, or shady grove, or sunny hill,
Smit with the love of sacred song ; .but chief
Thee, Sion, and the flowery banks beneath,
That wash thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow,
Nightly I visit.” .

Asp. Another recommendation of the Scriptures is, that they afford th
most awful and most amiable manifestations of the Godhead. His glor
shines, and his goodness smiles, in those divine pages, with unparallele
lustre. Here we have a satisfactory explanation of our own state. Th
origin of evil is traced; the cause of all our misery discovered; and th
remedy, the infallible remedy, both clearly shown, and freely offered. Th
merits of the bleeding Jesus lay a firm foundation for all our hopes; whil
gratitude for his dying love suggests the most winning incitements to ever
duty. Morality, Theron, your (and let me add, my) admired morality, i
delineated in all its branches, is placed upon its proper basis, and raised t
its highest elevation. The Spirit of God is promised to enlighten the dark
ness of our understandings, and strengthen the imbecility of our will
‘What an ample—Can you indulge me on this favourite topic ?

Ther. 1t is, I assure you, equally pleasing to myself. Your enlargement:
therefore, need no apology.

Asp. What ample provision is made, by these blessed books, for all ot
spiritual wants! And, in this respect, how indisputable is their superiorit
to all other compositions!

Is any one convinced of guilt, as provoking Heaven and ruining the soul
Let him ask reason to point out a means of reconciliation, and a refuge ¢
safoty. Reason hesitates as she replies, ¢ The Deity may, perhaps, accef
our supplications, and grant forgiveness.” But the Scriptures leave us nc
to the sad uncertainty of conjecture: They speak the language of clea
assurance : “ God has set forth a propitiation,” Rom. iii. 25.: “ He doe
forgive our iniquities,” Psal. ciii. 3.: ¢ He will remember our sins no more,
Heb. viii. 12. .

Arec we assaulted by temptation, or averse to duty? Philosophy ma
attempt to parry the thrust, or to stir up the reluctant mind, by disclosin
the deformity of vice, and urging the fitness of things. Feeble expedients
Just as well calculated to accomplish the ends proposed, as the flimsy fort
fication of a cobweb to defend us from the ball of a cannon ; or as the gentl
vibrations of a lady’s fan to make a wind-bound navy sail. The Bible recox
mends no such incompetent succours. ¢ My grace,” says its almight
Author, ¢ is sufficient for thee,” 2 Cor. xii. 9. * Sin shall not have dominio

* Another very remarkable instance of propriety in St. Paul’s writings is, that thoug
diffuse in the doctrinal, they are concise in the preceptive parts. On the former, it wi
absolutely necessary to enlarge : on the latter, it is always judicious to be short. Tl

celcbrated rule of Horace, * Quicquid preecipies, esto brevis,” was never more exact
observed, nor more finely exemplified, than by our Apostolic suthor.

~AXND 4AspasiO.
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over you,” Rom. vi. 14. The great Jehovah, in whom is everlasting
drength, “ he worketh in us both to will, and to do, of his good pleasure,”
Phil. ii. 13.

Should we be visited with sickness, or overtaken by any calamity, the
eonsolation which Plato offers is, That such dispensations coincide with the
wniversal plan of divine government. Virgil will tell us, for our relief, That
afflictive visitations are, more or less, the unavoidable lot of all men. Another
moralist whispers in the dejected sufferer’s ear, “ Impatience adds to the
load ; whereas a calm submission renders. it more supportable.” Does the
word of revelation dispense such spiritless and fugitive cordials? No: Those
nacred pages inform us, that tribulations are fatherly chastisements, tokens of
onr Maker's love and fruits of his care ; that they are intended to work in us
the peaceable fruits of righteousness, and to work out for us an eternal weight
of glory ; 2 Cor. iv. 17. )

Should we, under the summons of death, have recourse to the most cele-
brated comforters of the Heathen world, they would increase our apprehensions
nther than mitigate our dread. Death is represented by the great master
of their achools, as “ the moet formidable of all evils.” They were not able
positively to determine whether the sounl survived; and never so much as
dreamed of the resurrection of the body. Whereas, the book of God strips
the monster of his horrors, or turns him into a messenger of peace ; gives him
an angel’s face, and a deliverer's hand; ascertaining to the souls of the
righteous an immediate translation into the regions of bliss, and ensuring to
their bodies a most advantageous revival at the restoration of all things.

Inestimable book ! It heals the maladies of life, and subdues the fear of
death. It strikes a lightsome vista through the gloom of the grave, and
opens a charming, a glorious prospect of immortality in the heavens.

There, with many other excellencies peculiar to the Scriptures, one would
imagine more than sufficient to engage every sensible heart in their favour,
and introduce them with the highest esteem into every improved conversa-
tion. They had such an effect upon the finest genius, and most accomplished

" person, that former or latter ages can boast; insomuch that he made, while
living, this public declaration, and left it when he died upon everlasting
record : ¢ How sweet are thy words unto my taste ! yea, sweeter than honey
unto my mouth ;” Psal. cxix. 103. ¢ O how love I thy law! it is my medi-
tation all the day ;” Psal. cxix. 97. ¢ Mine eyes prevent the night-watches,
that I may be occupied in thy precepts ; and I will speak of thy testimonies
even before kings;” Psal. cxix. 46. If David tasted so much sweetness
in 2 small, and that the least valuable part of the divine word ; how much
richer is the feast to us, since the Gospel isadded to the Law, and the canon
of Scripture completed ! since (to borrow the words of a prophet) the Lord
God “ has sealed up the sum;” has put the last hand to his work; and
rendered it “ full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty,” Ezek. xxviii. 12.

Ther. Another very distinguishing peculiarity of the sacred writings just
occurs to my mind. The method of communicating advice, or administering
reproof, by parables. A method which levels itself to the lowest apprehen-
don, without giving offence to the most supercilious temper; yet it is as
much superior to plain unornamented precept, as the enlivened scenes of a

well-wrought tragedy are more impressive and affecting than a simple nar-
nation of the plot.
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Our Lord was asked by a student of the Jewish law, “ Who is my ,
neighbour ¢ ” which implied another question, *“ How is he to be loved #*
The inquirer was conceited of himself, yet ignorant of the truth, and deficient
in his duty. Had the wise instructor of mankind abruptly declared, * You
neither know the former, nor fulfil the latter,” probably the querist would
have reddened with indignation, and departed in a rage. Therefore to teach,
and not disgust—to convince the man of his error, and not exasperate his
mind —the blessed Jesus frames a reply, as amiable in the manner as it was
pertinent to the purpose.

A certain person going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, fell among
thieves, Luke x. 30. Not content to rob him of his treasure, they strip him
of his garments, wound him with great barbarity, and leave him half dead.
Soon after this calamitous accident, a traveller happens to come along that
very road : and what renders him more likely to administer relief, he is one
of the sacred order; one who taught others the lovely lessons of humanity
and charity, and was therefore under the strongest obligations to exemplify
them in his own practice. He just glances an eye upon the deplorable
object ; sees him stretched on the cold ground, and weltering in his blood ;
but takes no further notice ; nay, to avoid the trouble of an inquiry, passes
by on the other side. Scarce was he departed, when a Levite approaches.
This man comes nearcr, and looks on the miserable spectacle; takes a lei-
surcly and attentive survey of the case®. And though every gash in the
biceding flesh cried and pleaded for compassion, this minister of the sanctuary
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do likewise 2” In this case, the learner instructs, the delinquent condemns,
himself. Bigotry bears away its prejudice; and pride (when the moral
20 sweetly, so imperceptibly insinuates), even pride itself lends a willing ear
to admonition.

Asp. 1t has been very justly remarked, That this eloquence of similitudes
is equally affecting to the wise, and intelligible to the ignorant. It shows,
rather than relates, the point to be illustrated. It has been admired by the
best judges in all ages; but never was carried to its highest perfection, till

| our Lord spoke the parable of the prodigal (Luke xv. 11, &c.) ; which has
2 beauty that no Paraphrase can heighten, a perspicuity that renders all in-
terpretation needless, and a force which every reader not totally insemsible
must feel.

Ther. The condescension and goodness of God arc everywhere conspicu-
ous.—In the productions of nature, he conveys to us the most valuable fruits,
by the intervention of the loveliest blossoms. Though the present isin itself
extremely acceptable, he has given it an additional endearment, by the
beautics which array it, or the perfumes which surround it.—In the pages of
revelation likewise, he has communicated to us the most glorious truths,
sdorned with all the graces of composition : such as may polish the man of
geuius, and improve the man of worth ; such as highly delight our imagina-
tion, even while they cultivate and refine our morals. So that they really
are, a8 one of their divine authors very clegantly speaks, ¢ like apples of gold
in pictures of silver *.”

Asp. Who then would not gladly receive that gracious cxhortation ¢ Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly ¢” Col. iii. 16. Who would not will-
ingly obey that benign command, ¢ Thou shalt talk of it when thou sittest
in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way ; when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up ¢ Deut. vi. 7.

When I consider the language of the Scripturcs, and sometimes experience
their energy on my soul, I am inclined to say, ‘ Other writings, though
polished with the nicest touches of art, only tinkle on the ear, or affect us
kike the shepherd’s reed. DBut these, even amidst all their noble negligence,
strike, alarm, transport us, somewhat like the voice of thunder, or the arch-
aagel’s trumpet.” .

When I consider the contents of the Scriptures, and believe myself inter-
ested in the promises they make, and the privileges thcy confer, I am
induced to cry out, *“ What are all the other books in the world, compared
with these invaluable volumes? No more than an entertaining novel, or a
few prudential rules for domestic economy, compared with a parent’s will, a
royal charter, or an imperial grant of titles and manors.”

All these circumstances remind me of an encomium most deservedly given
to the Bible ; which, though quite artless, is, I think, abundantly more ex-
pressive than the most elaborate efforts of rhetoric. It came from the lips of
amartyr ; who, being condemned to die for his inviolable adherence to the
doctrines of Scripture, when he arrived at the stake, and had composed him-

* Prov. xxv. 11.—Theron follows the received translation. 1 should prefer the exposi-
tion of Glassius, who supp Ao wawn to signify ¢ Retiacula argentea, in quibus
oculi sunt minutissimi, penetrabiles tamen visu.” According to this interpretation, the

passage will present us with apples of gold in net-work, or lattice-work, of silver ; where
the fine frnit receives a new charm, by showing itself through the clegant apertures of the
drer. ’
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collection of diversified vistas. The eye is cverywhere entertained with theex-
actest uniformity, and darts with unobstructed case from one end of the branch-
g files to the other. On all the boughs lay a lovely evolution of blossoms,
smyed jn' milky white, or tinged with the softest red. Crowding into one

cluster, without relinquishing any vacant space for leaves, they

fermed the fairest, the gayest, the grandest alcove, that fancy itself can ima-

It is really like the court of the Graces. None can approach it

vithout finding his ideas brightened, and feeling his temper exhilarated.

Contiguous to this correct dispoeition of things, nature had thrown a wil-
lemess, hoary, grotesque, and magnificently confused. It stretched itself,
with a large circular sweep, to the north ; and sccured both the olitory and
the orchard from incommoding winds. Copses of hazel and flowering shrubs
filled the lower spaces, while poplars quivered aloft in air, and pines pierced
the clouds with their leafy spears. Here grew clumps of fir, clad in ever-
hsting green : there stood groves of oak, that had weathered for ages the
wintry storm. Amidst this woody theatre ran a winding walk, lined with
¢ims of insuperable height, whose branches, uniting at the top, reared a
stately arch, and projected a solemn shade. It was impossible to enter this
bofty labyrinth without being struck with a pleasing dread. As they pro-
ceed, every inflection diffuses a-deeper gloom, and awakens a more pensive
attention.

Having strolled in this darksome avenue without a speck of sunshine,
without a glimpse of the heavens, on a sudden they step into open day.—
Surprising ! cries Aspasio, what a change is this! What delightful enchant-
ment is here ! —One instant whelmed in Trophonius's cave®*, where horror
frowns, and darkness lowers, and solitude reigns: transported the next inta
the romantic scenes of Arcadia, where all is populous, all is lightsome, and
all is gay.—Quick as thought, the arches of heaven expand their azure;
turrets and spires shoot into the skies ; towns, with their spacious cdifices,
spread themselves to the admiring view. Those lawns, green with freshest:
herbage ; those fields, rich with undulating corn; where werce they all a
moment ago ?—It brings to my mind that remarkable situation of tho
Jewish lawgiver, when, elevated on the summit of Pisgah, he surveyed
the goodly land of promise ; “surveyed the rivers, the flood, the brooks of
boney and butter ;” surveyed *the mountains dropping with wine, and the
hills flowing with milk,” Job xx. 17. Joel iii. 18.; surveyed all with those
eves, which, for forty tedious years, had been confined to dry sands, ragged:
rocks, and the irksome wastes of a desolate howling wilderness.

Here they scatedthemselveson the first mossy hillock which offered itscouch.
The rising sun had visited the spot, to dry up the dews, and exhale the
dampe that might endanger health ; to open the violets, and cxpand the
primroses that decked the green. The whole shade of the wood was col-
lected behind them ; and a beautiful, extensive, diversified landscape spread
itself before them.

Theron, according to his wsual manner, made many improving remarks on
the prospect and its furniture. He traced the footsteps of an all-compre-
bending contrivance, and pointed out the strokes of inimitable skill. Ile

® The reader may find a curious account of this cave, together with a very humorous,
a0d (which should always accompany humour, or else it will be like a sting without the
hovey) an improving description of its effects, in the Spectator, Vo, viil. No. 508, 809,
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observed the grand exertions of power, and the rich exuberance of goodness,
most signally, most charmingly conspicuous through the whole.—Upon one
circumstance he enlarged with a particular satisfaction.

Ther. Sce, Aspasio, how all is calculated to administer the highest delight
to mankind. Those trees and hedges, which skirt the extremities: of the
landscape, stealing away from their real bulk, and lessening by -gentle
diminutions, appear like elegant pictures in miniature. A Those which occupy
the nearer situations are a sct of noble images, swelling upon the eye, in full .
proportion, and in a variety of graceful attitudes ; both of them ornamenting i
the scveral apartments of our common abode, with a mixture of delicacy
and grandeur. .

The blossoms that array the branches, the flowers that embroider the
mead, address, and cntertain our eyes with every charm of beauty®; :
whereas, to other creatures, they arc destitute of all those attractives which °
result from a combination of the loveliest colours and most alluring forms. |
Yonder streams, that glide with sinooth serenity along the valleys, glittering
to the distant view like sheets of polished crystal, or soothing the attentive
ear with the softness of aquatic murmurs, arc no less exhilarating to the °
fancy than to the soil through which they pass. The huge cnormous moun-
tain, the steep and dizzy precipicé, the pendent horrors of the craggy pro-
montory, wild and tremendous as they are, furnish out an agreeable enter-
tainment to the human mind, and please even while they terrify ; whereas
she beasts take no other notice of those majestic deformities, than only to

A —.——
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fleeces, are providing for our comfortable clothing. Yonder kine—some of
which are browsing upon the tender herb, others, satiated with pasturage,
ruminate under the shady covert—though conscious of no such design, are
concocting, for our use, one of the softest, purest, healthiest liquors in the
world. The bees that fly humming about our seat, and pursue their work
on the fragrant blossoms, are collecting balm and sweetness, to compose the
| tichest of syrups; which, though the produce of their toil, is intended for
| our .
Nature, and her whole family, are our obsequious servants, our ever-active
labourers. They bring the fruits of their united industry, and pour them
mto our lap, or deposit them in our store-rooms.
dep. Who can ever sufficiently admire this immense benignity ?—The
wpreme Disposer of events has commanded delight and profit to walk hand
i hand through his ample creation ; making all things so perfectly pleasing,
w if beauty was their only end; yet all things so eminently serviceable, as
-§ 7 usefulness had been their sole design. And, as a most winning invitation
fo our gratitude, he has rendered man the centre, in which all the emana-
tions of his beneficence, diffused through this terrestrial system, finally ter-
But, my dear Theron, is not this apparent, in 8 much more wonderful
manner, throughout the whole economy of redemption? It were a small
thing for this inferior class of unintelligent creatures, to be continually em-
. ploying themselves for our benefit. Even the Son of the most high God,
: all his incarnate state, acted the very same part. He took flesh,
L and bore the infirmities of human nature, not for himself, but for us men,
and our salvation. He suffered want, and endured misery in all its forms,
that we might possess the fulness of joy, and abound in pleasures for ever-
moge. When he poured out his soul in agonies, under the curse of an
avenging law, was it not with a compassionate view to make us partakers of
#emnal blessedness ¢ When he fulfilled, perfectly fulfilled the whole com-
3 manding law, was it not for this gracious purpose, that his merits might be
mputed to us, that we by his obedience might be made righteous? Yes;

« For us he liv’d,
Toil'd for our ease, and for our safety bled.”

. | Nothing in the whole course——
-| Ther. Pardon me for interrupting you, Aspasio. I have no objection to
.. | te general drift of your discourse; but that particular notion of imputed
.| igbtecusness has always appeared to me in a very ridiculous light. And I
i- | wast say, thatsuch a puritanical nostrum makes a very unbecoming figure
wmongst your other manly and correct sentiments of religion.
4ip. You know, Theron, I have long ago disavowed that ignoble preju-
dice, which rejects doctrines, or despises persons, because they happen to be
branded with contemptible names. It is true, the writers styled Puritans,
are remarkable for their attachment to this peculiarity of the gospel. It runs
through all their theological works, and very eminently distinguishes them
from the generality of our modern treatises. But must it therefore be wrong,
because maintained by that particular set of people ? Or, are they the only
advocates for this important truth ?
Thor. Ay; it is as I suspected. I have lately conjectured, from several
c
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hints in my Aspasic's &'\m\\‘“‘\\\\t he has'been warping to the low unge
tleman-like poculiaritios of tho#¢ Whimsical fanatics, |

Asp. 1 cannot conceive WhY You should call them whimsical. To sett
faith on its proper basis—the meritorious righteousness of the Redeeme
and to deduce obedience from its true origin—the love of God shed abroad i
the heart ; to search the conscience, and convince the judgment ; to awake
the lethargic, and comfort the afflicted soul ; and all from a thorough- knov
ledge, joined to a masterly application, of the divine word ;—these, sure, a
not whimsical talents, but real excellencies. Yet these, if we may cred
history, entered into the preaching ; these, if we will examine impartialk
are to be found in the writings, of the Puritans.—And a pearl, you wi
please to remember, is a pearl still, though it should hang in the Ethiopian's es

Ther. Ethiopian indeed! You have truly characterised that demure an
gloomy generation. I hope you do not intend to introduce their affect
solemnity and forbidden reserve into your own easy and engaging convers
tion. Though, for aught I can judge, this would be no more ungraceful, ths
te patch such antiquated notions on the refined scheme of Christianity.

Asp. My dear friend, you are too ludicrous ; and I begin to catch the i
fection. We had better return to our first topic. Let us contemplate th
wonders of creation; and, as we admire the works, learn to adore 'th
Maker.

Ther. None of your evasions, good Aspasio. You must not think ¢
put me off at this rate. I have wanted an opportunity to rally you upo
this head, and to argue or laugh you out of these religious oddities.

Asp. If you will not agree to terms of peace, I hope you will allow som
ceseatioh of arms. At least till I can muster my forces, and prepare for th
vindication of my principles.

Ther. No ; upon the spot, and out of hand, you are required to answer fi
yourself, and these same queer opinions.—I shall serve you as the Roma
consul served the procrastinating monarch. When he demurred about k
reply to the demands of the senate, and said, * he would consider of th
matter ; ” the resolute ambassador drew a circle round him with his cane, an
insisted upon a positive answer, beforc he stepped over those limits.

Asp. This, however, you will give me leave to observe, that the affair
of a very serious nature. Upon condition that you will dismiss your flourishe
of wit, and strokes of satire, I will acquaint you with the reasons which hay
made me a thorough convert to this doctrine. Once I held it in the utmos
contempt, and pified the simplicity of (as I then styled them) its delude
admirers. But I am now become such a fool, that I may be truly wise an
substantially happy. I have seen my ruined state, and I bless God for thi
sovereign restorative. It is the source of my strongest consolations, and th
very foundation of my eternal hopes.

Ther. Excuse me, Aspasio, if the vivacity of my temper, and the seemingly
uncouth tenet, kindled me into a more humorous gaiety than became thy
occasion. You speak of the point with so much seriousness, and in sud
weighty terms, as check my levity, and command my respect. Be pleass
to execute what you have promised ; and the most engaged attention of my
mind shall atone for the petulant sallies of my tongue. , .

Asp. To conceive a dislike of any doctrine, only because persons of a pa

sisnlar denomination have been very officicus to promote e Teception 3 4
- bardly consistent with an impartial inquiry sfter truth.
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Ther. I grant it, Aspasio. And I should be ashamed of my opposition,
if it was founded on so slight a bottom. But, abstracted from all party con-
siderations, I can see nothing in this supposed article of our faith that may
recommend it to the unprejudiced inquircr. What can be more awkward
than the term, or more irrational than the sentimeént ?

Asp. The word imputed, when used in this connexion, may poesibly convey

i & disagreeable sound to the ears of some people ; because they loek upon it
m the peculiar phraseology of a few superstitious sectarists, and reject it
merely on the foot of that unreasonable surmise.—But how can you be dis-
gested at the expression, Theron, who have so often read it in the most ap-
poved and judicious writers ? St. Paul, who might affirm with relation to
bia epistles, much more truly than the painter coucerning his portraits, ¢ I
wite for eternity *,” scruples not to use this awk ward language several times
i the same chapter +. Milton, the correctness of whose taste, and the pro-
piety of whose style, no person of genius will ever question, delights to copy,
2% a various parts of his incomparable poem, the Apostle’s diction. Autho-
teed by such precedents, it is superior to cavil, and warranted beyond all
on.

As to the sentiment, I take it to be the very fundamental article of the

; and I believe, whoever is acquainted with ecclesiastical history will
aliow, that it bore the principal sway in extricating us from popish darkness,
sad introducing the Reformation. 'What says our Lord, with regard to the
Tove of God, and the love of our neighbour?  On these two commandments
heag all the law and the prophets.” Much the same would I venture tosay
eomcerning the imputation of our sins to Christ, and the imputation of Christ’s
) to us: On these two doctrines hang all the privileges and the
whole glory of the gospel.

Thor. In our last conversation, I must own, I saw a strong resemblance
batween the works and the word of God. But I never observed any thing
imture, that bore the least analogy to imputed sin or imputed righteous-
. To me your two doctrines seem very unaccountable and irrational.

4sp. That our sins should be charged upon the only-begotten Son of God,
md that his righteousnese should be made over to sinful worms, is strange,
txeeding strange. The Psalmist calls it, *“ marvellous loving kindness,”

xvii. 7. The Apostle styles it, ¢ love that passeth knowledge,” Eph.
19. And it has sometimes, I must freely confess, been almost ready to
my belief. However, I have found myself relieved in this perplexity,
ouly by the testimony of the Scriptures, but even from the contemplation
mature. All nature is full of strange and mysterious effects ; consequently,
s voucher for the mysterious truths of Christianity.

How surpnising are the experiments of electricity, and the occult qualities
of the loadstone! How surprising those countless legions of effluvia which
ire from a small odoriferous body ! and those infinite myriads of lumi-
'wees particles, which issue from a smaller flaming substance } ! There ig not

® Alluding to the painter, who, apologising for the slow procedure and scrupulously
sice touches of his pencil, said, /lernitati pingo, * 1 paint for cternity.”
+ See Rom. iv., in which single chapter sume branch of the word Aoyifecfas, ** to be
»* occurs no less than ten or eleven times.
1 Dr. Nicuwentyt has computed, that from a lighted candle, about the size of six to the
there issues, in the second of a minute, an effusion of particler, vastly more than
sumber of sands which the whole globeof the earth contains.

<
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a blade of grass, but surpasses the comprehension of all mankind ; and ©
single atom, but is big with wonders ; insomuch, that the intelligent obs«
can nowhere fix his thoughts, without being astonished, transported, and
lost in admiration.

Since the procedure of Providence in this visible system is a conti
series of stupendous and unsearchable operations ; need we be alarmed,
we reasonably be offended, if the scheme of redemption is equally stupenc
is far more amazing? Yet, though amazing, I hope it will not appear, 1
you was pleased to insinuate, irrational.

Suppose we state the signification of the terms, and adjust the bound
of our subject, before we enter upon a survey of its contents ?

Ther. Such a caution would have prevented, at least have shortened, n
a vehement and tedious controversy.—You see, on yonder heath, the p1
rations for an approaching race. There stand the posts which are to marl
the limits of the course. Without this previous restrictive care, how in
lar would be the excursions of the contending steeds ! How difficult, r:
how impossible, to declare the conqueror and award the prize ! —A
definition of terms seems equally necessary for candid disputants. Wit
it, they may wrangle for ages, and never come to a determination.

Asp. Justification is an act of God Almighty’s grace ; whereby he ac
his people from guilt, and accounts them righteous *, for the sake of Ch
righteousness, which was wrought out for them, and is imputed to them

Ther. Two of your terms want some further explication. What do
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epay it.” That which the zealous preacher of Christianity offered, the
dored Author of Christianity executed.—We had revolted from the Lord of
dl' Jords, and broke his holy commandments. The Son of God, infinitely
sompassionate, vouchsafes to become our Mediator. That nothing might be
wanting to render his mediation successful, he places himself in our stead.
The punishment which we deserved, he endurcs: The obedience which we
owed, he fulfils.—Both which, being imputed to us, and accepted for us,
are the foundation of our pardon, are the procuring causes of our justifica-
tion.

Ther. Is this the exact signification of the original word, which we trans-
late imputed.

Asp. In the book of Numbers we meet with this phrase; and in such a
connexion, as clears up its meaning. Jehovah enacts a decree concerning the
Levites, who had no vintages to gather, nor any harvests to reap. He
directs them to present the tenth part of their tithes, in the form of a
heave-offering ; adding, “ and this your heave-offering” shall be rcckoncd*
wnto you, * as though it were the corn of the threshing-floor, and as the
falness of the wine-press ;” as satisfactory to me, and as beneficial to you, as
it were the tenth of your own labours, and the tithe of your own increase.
% the expiatory sufferings which Christ endured, the complete obedience
which he performed, are reckoned to true believers; and are altogether as
effectual for obtaining their salvation, as if they were their own personal

+ qualifications.

Ther. The imputation mentioned in your passage, is the imputation of
mmething done by the Levites themselves, not of somcthing done by another.
This, I apprehend, is the true import of the word, when it occurs aftirmatively
i Scripture.

Asp. This is always the import,—should have been said, in order to make
the objection forcible. But you could not so soon forget the instance just
ww alleged.  St. Paul, speaking of the crimes which Onesimus had com-
4 uitted. and of the injuries which Philemon had sustained, says, * Charge

them all on me ; I will be responsible for the one and for the other, as much
{4 #if the whole guilt had been of my own contracting.” —IHere is supposed,

wt the imputation of something done by the apostle himself, but of another’s
aiminal behaviour.

Under the law, Aaron is commanded to “put the iniquities of Isracl upon
the scape-goat,” Lev. xv. 21.—The same sentiment is reinculcated, when the
pat is said to “ bear the iniquities of the people,” Lev. xvi. 22. This was
# Jainly an imputation, yet could not possibly be the imputation of any-

thing done by the devoted animal. The effects which took place upon the

mecution of this ordinance, indicate a translation of guilt ; for the congre-
gtion was cleansed, but the goat polluted. The congregation so cleansed,
that their iniquitics were conveyed away, and to be found no more ; the goat

w polluted, that it communicated defilement to the person who conducted it

o the land not inhabited. All this was God’s own appointment, and de-

Ly

*Num. xviii. 27. 2WN exactly answers to St. Paul’s sxeyioén, Rom. iv. 9:-Th0
mme phrase is used, and the same doctrine taught, Lev. xvii. 3, 4. Thus also‘ saith 'tho
sl Judge concerning the believers in Christ: *‘ The righteousness of my Son is 1=
mad to them : they are, in the eye of my justice, righteous ; they shall be dealt with ¢
A persons ; and made partakers of the kingdom of heaven.”
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signed, like the whole ‘?““ NS § Mosaic ceremonies, to instruct his church i
the knowledge of the grest "\ ediator ; in whose person and office that wy
done really, which elseW\®%e could be accomplished no otherwise tha
typically.

Ther. If this is your meaning, Aspasio, I am apt to think it will be,
difficult matter to make me a proselyte. I must be content to pass for oy
of the stiff-necked  generation, since I can see neither wisdom nor equity iy
ascribing to a person what he has not, or imputing to him what he does net.

Asp. It was not Aspasio, but his friend, who set out with a view of
making proselytes. If I can maintain my ground, and vindicate my own
belief, it will be no inconsiderable acquisition. However, I shall not despair
of sceing the partner of my heart become a sharer of my faith. When we
are convinced of our numberless sins, when we feel the depravity of om
nature, and begin to discern the inconceivable sanctity of our Judge ; them,
perhaps, this exploded article may be found worthy of acceptance, its eomsti.
tution admired as the wisdom of God, and its privilege coveted as the oonso
lation of our souls. *

Ther. 1 shall wave, at present, an examination of each particular, and
only make some remote observations, which secm, nevertheless, pretty neasdly
to affect your scheme. Some persons, I dare be positive, have not so mud
as heard of your terms ; many persons have no manner of acquaintance witl
your doctrine. Will you strike off all these from the list of Christians ? wil
you condemn all these as desperate infidels ?

Asp. Not heard of them! in a Protestant nation! where the gospa
is publicly preached, and the Bible in every one’s hand! This, if treg
is much to be lamented.

In answer to your question :—1It is not my custom, much lees is it my
prerogative, to condemn others. Has God committed all judgment unto me,
that I should presumec to anticipate the decisive sentence, or launch the
thunderbolts of eternal vengeance? Neither do I affirm the condition of
such persons to be desperate. There may be those who have no explici
knowledge of the doctrine, who are even prejudiced against the expressions
yet live under the belief of the truth, and in the exercise of the duty
* They are never diverted, by the splendour of anything that is great, or by
the conceit of anything that is good in them, from looking upon themselves
as sinful dust and ashes.” Their whole dependence is upon that Just One,
who expired on the cross, and whom the heavens have received. They soek
the sanctifying Spirit, in conscquence of their Saviour’s death, and giw
all diligence to “ add to their faith virtue,” 2 Pet. i. 5. '

Ther. 1f people may be safe, and their eternal interests secure, withowl
any knowledge of these particularities, why should you offer to puzzle the
heads about a few unnecessary scholastic terms ?

Asp. Scriptural terms, you should have said, Theron. However, we an
not very solicitous as to the credit, or the use, of any particular set a
phrases. Only let men be humbled, as repenting criminals, at the Redeemes”
feet ; let them rely, as devoted pensioners, on his precious merits; and the)
are undoubtedly in the way to a blissful immortality. Yet will their way
be less clear, and their steps more embarrassed, by not distinctly understand
ing the benign genius of the gospel. A proper information in this importas

point would shed light upon their paths, and encourege Uem in
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journey ; would further their progress in vital holiness, and increase their joy
in the Lord.

TAer. The followers of yéur opinion, I have observed, are perpetually
dwelling upon this one favourite topic, to the exclusion of that grand and
truly essential part of Christianity—sanctification.

Asp. If you have ever taken notice of such a conduct, you are unquestion-
ably right in withholding your approbation. It is a manifest incongruity,
and deserves your censure. But, assure yourself, it proceeds from a misap-
ptebe_n-'on in the persons, and has no connexion with the nature of the

I am far, very far, from reducing the various parts of Christianity (which
when connected make up so well-proportioned a system) to this single, how-
ever distinguished branch. Sanctification is equally neceseary, both to our
present peace and to our final felicity. Indeed they are as reciprocally neces-
ary for the purposes of intellectual and eternal happiness, as the heart and
the lungs are to the subsistence of the animal economy. The former must
transmit, the latter must refine, the vital fluid ; or else disease will-take
place, and death will ensue. My intention is, that those fundamental truths
of the gospel, like these master organs in the body, may have each its proper
office assigned ; each concur to support the better health, and to promote the
wiritual growth, of the Christian.

Ther. Other of your zealous folks I have known, who are all for the sanc-
tifying influence of the Spirit, and reckon this affiance on the Saviour’s merits
among the beggarly elements of religion. They scarce ever mention what
Christ has done for us, but insist wholly upon what he does in us. When
the religious people are so divided among themselves *, how can a stranger
act? which opinion shall he choose ?

Asp. Which, Theron ! Let him discard neither, but associate both. If the
t all-gracious Redeemer has poured out his blood on the cross that my guilt may
be expiated, and presents his intercession in heaven that I may be endued
with the Spirit ; if he will be the meritorious cause of my justification, and
the operative principle of my sanctification, why should I scruple to receive
him in either, in both capacities? Who would lop off the right hand, in order
fo impart the higher dignity or the greater importance to the left ? I would
r be no partialist in C_hristianity; neither diminish her dowry, nor mutilate

ber privileges.

Ther. You seem, if not to mutilate, yet to split the merits of Christ, and
parcel out the efficacy of his mediatorial undertaking ; ascribing so much to
. his m‘:ﬁ"e, and so much to his passive righteousness ; pardon to this, and life

to that.

] _ 4sp. Some, perhaps, may be pleased with this way of stating the matter.
Bat it is a method which I neither attempt to defend, nor wish to imitate.
To distinguish between the active and passive righteousness, I think is not

* Theron’s inquiry concerning these two particulars is sometimes made an objection
tguinst all religion. But have those who adopt this objection never seen naturalists
divided in their judgment, with relation to the design and use of several appearances in
the material, the vegetable, the animal creation, while one decries as a nuisance what
another admires as a beauty? Yet no one, I believe, ever took it into his head, from such
s diversity of opinions, to doubt whether the frame of nature is a just, a regular, and a
fnished system ; or to deny, that power, goodness, and wisdom, support, pervade, and
direct the whole. .
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amiss ; because this sets the fulness of our Lord’s merit in the clearest light,
and gives the completest honour to God’s holy law. But to divide them into
detached portions, independent on each other, secms to be fanciful, rather than
judicious. For, had cither part of the mediatorial obedience been wanting,
I apprehend neither pardon, nor acceptance, nor any spiritual bleesmg, could
have been vouchsafed to fallen man.

The two parts are inseparable ; making, in their connexion, a necessary and
noble whale for the accomplishment of our salvation ; just as the light and the
heat of yonder sun blend their operation, to produce this delightful day, asd
this fruitful weather. However, therefore, I may happen to express myeelf,
I never consider them as acting in the exclusive sensc; but would always
have them understood as a grand and glorious aggregate ; looking upon ow
Saviour’s universal obedience, which commenced at-his incarnation, was carried
on through his life, and terminated in his dcath—looking upon all this, injts
collective form, as the object of my faith, and the foundation of my hopes.

Ther. T think you lay too much stress upon this controverted, and perhaps
merely speculative point.

Asp. Merely speculative ! Say not thus, my dear friend. ¢ How I may
be justificd before God, my Maker, my Governor, and my Judge,” is an in-
quiry, of all others, the most interesting and important. Itis the main hinge
on which every instance of practical religion turns. True comfort, willmg
obedience, holy communion with the divine Majesty, all depend upon this
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. have admired, O that I could imitate ! the beautiful example of St. Paul.
When Festus, forgetting the dignity of the governor, and the politeness of the
gentleman, uttered that indecent reflection, ¢ Paul, thou art beside thyself;
much learning doth make thee mad:” did the great preacher of Christianity
kindle into resentment? The charge was unjust and abusive. But the
spoetle, with the most perfect command of himself, returncd the softest, yet
the moet spirited answer imaginable. I am not mad, most noble Festus ;
but speak the-words of truth and soberness,” Acts xxvi. 24, 25. Inexpressi-
bly graceful was this calm and obliging reply. Though short, infinitely more
cmvincing than a whole torrent of bitter or recriminating words. It dis-
amed the judge of his rising displeasure ; it conciliated the favour of his royal
amessor ; and brought honour to’the Christian cause.

This amiable self-regimen, and moderation of temper, I shall be sure to see

. eemplified in my friend’s conversation, however I may fail of it myself, or be
proof against all his arguments.

Asp. Ah! Theron, we want no monitor to remind us of our supposed ex-
celencies. And if you begin with your compliments, it is time to put an end
to our discourse.

Only let me just observe, that divine truths cannot be properly discerned
bet by the enlightening influences of the divine Spirit. 'We must address
ourelves to this inquiry, not only with unprejudiced minds, but likewise with
paying hearts. 'We must bring to this dispute, not barely the quiver of
logic, but that  unction from the Holy One, which may teach us all things,”
1John ii. 20, 27. Let us then adopt the poet’s aspiration :

Thou celestial Light,

Shine inward, and the mind through all her powers

Irradiate: there plant eyes ; all mist from thence

Purge and disperse | Mivton, B.iii. L 51.
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Ther. WE are now, Aspasio, about two miles distant from my house. The
borse-road lies through a narrow dusty lane; the footpath leads along a
facious pleasant meadow. Suppose we deliver our horses to the servant, and
walk the remainder of the way ¢

Asp. You could not make a proposal more agrecable to my inclination ;
especially as the air is become cool, and the walk is so inviting.

What a magnificent and charming scenc! Hills on cither side, gently
nsing, and widely spreading ; their summits crowned with scattered villages
wd clustering trees ; their slopes divided into a beauteous chequer-work, con-
dsting partly of tillage with its waving crops, partly of pasturage with its
gazing herds. Before us, the trefoil, the clover, and a variety of grassy
plants, differently bladed and differently branched, weave themselves into a
arpet of living green. Can any of the manufactures formed in the looms. .
i extended in the palaces of Persia, vie with the covering of this ample are#
rie with it, in grandeur of size, or delicacy of decoration ? .

What a profusion of the gayest flowers, fringing the banks, and embroid{
ng the plain !
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Nothing can be brighter than the lustre of those silver daisies, nothing
deeper than the tinge of thoee golden crowfoots; yet both seem to acquire
additional beauty, by succceding to the deformity of winter, and flourishing
amidst so much surrounding verdure. '

Ther. Nature is truly in her prime. The vegetable tribes are putting on
their richest attire. Those chestnuts, on our right hand, begin to rear their
flowering pyramids ; those willows, on our left, are tipped with tassels of grey;
and yonder poplars, which overlook the river, and seem to command the
meadows, are pointed with rolls of silver.

The hawthorn, in every hedge, is partly turgid with silken gems, partly dis-
solved into a milk-white bloom : Not a straggling furze, nor a solitary thicket,
but wears a rural nosegay. All is a delightful display of present fertility,
and a joyous pledge of future plenty. Now we expericnce what the royal
poet, in very delicate imagery, describes:  The winter is past: the rain iy
over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth ; the time of the singing of
birds is come ; and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. The fig-tree
putteth forth her green figs; and the vine, with the tender grapes, give
a good smell ;” Cant. ii. 11—13.

Asp. Your quotation and the scene remind me of a remark, which should
have taken place in our last night’s discourse. When we were enumerating
the excellencies of the sacred writings, methinks we might have added,— Are
you fond of pastoral, in all its flowery graces, and blooming honours ? Never
have we scen such excellent touches of rural painting, or such sweet i
of endeared affection, as in the “ Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.” All
the brilliant and amiable appearances in nature are employed, to delineate
the tenderness of his heart, who is love itself; to portray the beauty of his
person, who is the chiefest among ten thousand ; and describe the happineess
of those souls, whose “fellowship is with the Father, and with his Som
Je¢sus Christ ;” 1 John i. 3.

See, Theron, what the cheering warmth and the genial showers of spring
have done! Buch a change, so pleasing and so ennobling, the gospel of
Christ introduces into the soul. Not a day, scarce an hour passes, but this
season of universal fecundity produces something new. And is there any
state, or any circumstance of life, on which the faith of Christ does not exert
a similar efficacy, and bring forth fruit unto God ?

This is supposed to be the spiritual meaning of that fine descriptive picture
which you have borrowed from the Canticles. It displays the benign agency
of grace and its doctrines, especially of our Lord’s satisfaction for sin, and of his
righteousness imputed to sinners. These operate with much the same favourabls
and happy energy, both on our morals and our comforts, as the sweet influences
of the vernal sun operate on the sprouting herbs andopening flowers.

Ther. If such were the effects of your doctrine, it would stand the fairer
chance for general acceptation. But there are several weighty scruples to be
removed, before persons of a liberal and enlarged way of thinking can
acquiesce in your opinion. Who, for instance, can persuade himself, that
what you call the satisfaction of Christ is consistent with the dictates of rea-

with the perfections of the Deity ?

Quring forth more sweet,
Art, enormous bliss ! MirTon, B. v.
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Asp. Let gentlemen be candid in their inquiries, and tfuly liberal in their
way of thinking; then, I flatter myself, these scruples may be removed
without much difficulty. -

God, the almighty Creator and supreme Governor of the world, having
made man, gave him a law, with a penalty annexed in case of disobedience.
This sacred law our forefather Adam presumptuously broke; and we, his
posterity, were involved in his guilt. Or, should that point be controverted,
we have undeniably made, by many personal transgressions, his apostacy
our own ; insomuch that all have sinned, have forfeited their happiness, and
rendered themselves obnoxious to punishment.

Man being thus ruined, none could recover him, except his injured Maker.
Bat shall he be recovered, shall he be restored, without suffering the punish-
ment due to his crime, and threatened by his Creator? What then will be-
come of the justice of the divine Lawgiver ? and how shall the honour of his
loly aw be maintained ? At this rate, who would reverence its authority,
o fear to violate its precepts ?

Sinners might be emboldened to multiply their transgressions, and tempted
to think, that the God of immaculate holiness, the God of unchangeable
veracity, “ is altogether such an one as themsclves.”

Does it not appear needful that some expedient be devised, in order to pre-
vent these dishonourable and horrid consequences ?

Ther. Proceed to inform us what the expedient is.

Asp. To ascertain the dignity of the supreme administration, yet rescue
mankind from utter destruction, this admirable purpose was formed, and in
the fulness of time executed. The second Person of the ever-blessed Trinity
unites the human nature to the divine, submits himself to the obligations of
his people, and becomes responsible for all their guilt. In this capacity
he performs a perfect obedience, and undergoes the sentence of death ; makes
a full expiation of their sins, and establishes their title to life. By which
means the law is satisfied, justice is magnified, and the richest grace exercised.
Man enjoys a great salvation, not to the discredit of any, but to the unspeak-
sble glory of all, the divine attributes.

This is what we mean by Christ’s satisfaction. And this, I should
imagine, wants no recommendation to our unprejudiced reason; as I am
mre it is most delightfully accommodated to our distressed condition. It is
also confirmed by many express passages of Scripture, and illustrated by a
wariety of very significant images.

TAer. Pray, let me be favoured with some of your scriptural images.
After which we may inquire, whether your doctrine will stand the test of reason.

Asp. What is your notion of a ransom ? When Priam redeemed the dead
body of Hector from the victorious Achilles, how was it done ?

Ther. By paying a price. Thus Fabius recovered the captives which were
taken by Hannibal. He transmitted the sum required, and they were dis-
charged from their confinement.

Asp. Buch is the redemption procured for sinners by our Lord Jesus Christ.
Of such a nature (though incomparably more grand and august in all its

circumstances), and expressed by the very same word*, “ The Son of Man

* Avrgn awarorgow, are used in this precise signification by the most approved authors
of Greece—Amiwiudiva Avrga AmiCa, xas vous arxpuadwrovsazsrals, says Plutarch. O vissey
avpurey n)bs Jovsas Tw» Loy mr avrov Avrger avri weAAwy, says our blessed Saviour, Matth. xx.
28. — Awidor, saiarrar srmm, is the language of Demosthenes. Ev & 1)opty ™y

avadorpavsy rov auarssavrsv, are the words of St. Paul, Eph.i.7.
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came not to be minigtered ®
ransom for many.”

Christ also paid a price, ® Tal price, a most satisfactory price ; in oon-
sideration of which, our freed0™ from every penal evil is granted. “ Ye are
redeemed *,” says the apostle, * not with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ.” Let me add one text more,
which, in the same style of commutative justice, asserts the same truth:
¢ Christ has redecmed us,” hath bought us off, ¢ from the curse of the law,”
Gal. iii. 13. Yes, my friend,

“The ransom was paid down. The fund of heaven,
Heaven's inexhaustible exhausted fund,

Amazing and amazed, pour'd forth the price
All price beyond. Though curious to compute,

Archangels fail'd to cast the mighty sum.””
Night Thoughts, No. iv.

Ther. Tlold a little, good Aspasio. Consider the consequence of what
you maintain. If there was a ransom in the case, to whom was it paid?
The devil had led sinners captive. They are said to be the slaves of Satan.
And shall the blessed Jesus pay his life to that accursed fiend 7  Shocking to
imagine! Yet, shocking as it is, it must follow from your own and your
poct’s assertion.

Asp. You misapprchend the case, Theron. The ransom was paid to God,
“ Thou hast redcemed us to God,” Rev. v. 9. is the confession of the saints
in light. Satisfaction was made to the divine law, and to the divine justice;
the one of which was offended, the other violated, and both concurred to de-
nounce the transgressor’s doom ; of which doom Satan was only the destined
executioner, whose malignity, and implacable rage, God is pleased to make
the instrument of inflicting his vengeance, as he formerly used the idolatrous
kings of Assyria and Babylon to chastise the disobedient Israelites.

“When we were without strength,” Rom. v. 6. utterly ruined, yet abso-
lutely helpless ; when none, in heaven or earth, could afford us any succour ;
then our Lord Jesus Christ most graciously and most scasonably interposed.
ITe said, as it is very emphatically represented by Elihu, ¢ Deliver them
from going down into the pit; I have found a ransom,” Job xxxiii. 24. He
did what is very beautifully described by our English classic :

4ND 4gpasto.
> but to minister, and to give his life a.

¢ So man, as is most just,
Shall satisfy for man, be judged and die ;
And dying rise, and rising with him raise
His brethren, ransom'd with his own dear life.” MivToNn.
Ther. But pray, do not you allow that Christ is truly and properly God ?
Asp. We not only allow it, but we insist upon it, and make our boast of
it. This is the very foundation of his merit, and the support of our hope.
Ther. This may aggrandisc the merit of Christ, but it will increase the
difficulty of your task. For, according to this opinion, Christ must make
satisfuction to himseM. And is not this a practice quite unprecedented ? a
notion perfectly absurd ?
Asp. 1t is quito unprecedented, you say. On this point I shall not vehe-
mently contend.  Only let me mention one instance. Zaleucus, you know,

® 1 Pet. i. 18. We have an equivalent expression, used in the same signification, by
one of the correctest writers in the world,

‘ Et fratrem Pollux alterna morte redemit." Yine.



DIALOGUR IlI. 20

the Locrians, made a decree,—That whoever was convicted of
uld be punished with the loss of both his eyes. Soon after this
;, the legislator'’s own son was apprehended in the very fact, and
public trial. How could the father acquit himself in so tender
a conjuncture? Should he execute the law in all its rigour,
> worse than death to the unhappy youth : Should he pardon so
elinquent, this would defeat the design of his salutary institution.
th these inconveniences, he ordered one of his own eyes to be
nd one of his son’s, by which means the rights of justice were
iolate, yet the tenderness of a parent was remarkably indulged :
not venture to say, that in this case Zaleucus both received and
isfaction ? received it as a magistrate, even while he made it as

:annot see how this suffering of the father was in any degree
o the law, since the father and the son could not be considered
1c same person. It may pass for an extraordinary instance of
ilgence ; it may strike the benevolent and compassionate hearer ;
at the bar of equity and reason, it will hardly be admitted as
isfaction ; it will probably be condemned, as a breach of nature’s
lamental law, self-preservation. .
it you observe, Theron, I must confess has weight: It will
give up my illustration. Nevertheless, what you urge against
“of the comparison, tends to establish the certainty of the doc-
Christ and his people are actually considered as one and the
They are one mystical body ; he the head, they the members ;
- united to him, that they are ¢ bone of his bone, and flesh of his
v. 30.; Col.i. 20: by virtue of which union, their sins were
him, “and by his stripes they are healed,” Isa. liii. 5. they
ity and life.
iwere may be nothing in the procedure of men which bears any
to this miracle of heavenly goodness, it receives a sufficient con-
m the language of Scripture. He who wrote as an amanuensis
ng Spirit has declared, that ¢ God was in Christ reconciling the
ito whom ? unto some third party? No; but reconciling it, by
nd obedience of Christ, “unto himself,” 2 Cor. v. 19. And I
dily grant, that this divine exertion of benignity and wisdom
ithout a precedent, and without a parallel.
&, I own, may attend the explication of this article, or be ‘inter-
ity consequences. At the same time I must affinn, that our
15 of heavenly things are so obscure, and our ideas of the divine
so scanty, that we may very possibly mistake, and fancy that to
vhich is only great, wonderful, and incomprehensible. Nor shall
t presumptuous in adding, that it will be impossible for all the
the world to prove this doctrine an absurdity, though it should
an inexplicable mystery. How many phenomena, in the con-
external nature, are confessedly mysterious and inexplicable !
nge, they command our assent ; yet baffle all our researches, and
nost penctration. If, then, we find this truth fully and incontes-
ed in the Bible, we must renounce the philosopher before we ai
act the sceptic. i
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Ther. Lgtusee,m«“ “her it be so fully and incontestably revealed
a the Bible. You have %‘“\ e, as yet, but one of your scriptural images. '

dup. T have ancther at Your service. Christ is called an ngh-pnd. <
What do you take to be the mature of the priestly office ?

Ther. The business of the priest was, I apprehend, to offer sacrifices, nl
to make intercession for the people.

dep. Very true; and Christ could not, with any propriety, receive this .
appellation, if he had been defective in performing either of the sacerdotal
functions. Now, that he offered no such victim as slain beasts, is universally
acknowledged. We might presume, therefore, even though we had not
the authority of an apostle to assure us, that “he offered himself through the
eternal Spirit to God,” Heb. ix. 14.

The cross, shall I say? rather, his divine nature, was the altar ; his soul
and body, each immaculately pure, were the holocaust. These he re-g'nul
thie one to deadly wounds, the other to inexpressible anguish, and both to be
instead of all whole burnt-offerings. On this invaluable bblation, his inter-
cession at the right band of his Father is founded ; from this it derives tha¢
prevailing efficacy, which is the security of his standing, and the recovery of
his fallen disciples.

Give me leave to ask farther, what is your idea of a sacrifice? When
Iphigenia was glain at the altar, what was the import of that memorable
action ?

Ther. It was intended, if we may credit Virgil’s account *, to appease the
indignation of the superior powers, and to obtain a propitious gale for the
wind-bound fleet and confederate forces of Greece. But I hope you would
not make that solemn butchery of the royal virgin a pattern for the Supreme
Goodness ; nor the practice of gross idolaters a model for the religion of the
holy Jesus?

Asp. By no means, Theron. Only I would observe, that the custom of
offering sacrifices obtained among the most cultivated nations of the heathen
world ; that these sacrifices were frequently of the vicarious kind, in which
the victim was substituted instead of the offerer; and the former being cut
off, the latter was discharged from punishment ; consequently that the classic
authors would (in case there was any need of such auxiliaries) join with the
sacred writers to declare the expediency, and explain the nature of sacrifices.
This alzo you will permit me to add, that if the heathens talk sensibly on any
part of religious worship. it is on the subject of sacrificcs. Their sentiments
concerning cxpiatory oblations seem to be the faint and distant echo of reve-
lation ; and I have usually considered them, not as the institutions of mere
reason, but as the remains of some broken tradition.

However, the truest and most authentic signification of a sacrifice is to be
learmed from the Jewish ritual, explained by the gospel comment. Do you
remember the Mosaic account of that ordinance ?

Tier. You are much better acquainted, Aspasio, with those sacred anti-
quities, and can give the most satisfactory information with regard to this

r. Ouly let me semind you, that alms are styled offerings; and

m twth in the prophetical and evangelical writings, come under the de-
momination of sacrifices.

[ ¢ Sanguine placasti ventos, et virgine cwsa.



DIALOGUE IIl. 31

dsp. Though praises and alms are styled sacrifices, they are not of the
propitiatory, but eucharistic kind. They are never said to expiate trans-
gressions, only are mpresented as acceptable to God through Jesus Christ,
that divinely precious victim, whose merits both cancel our guilt and com-
mend our services! According to

Ther. Stay a moment, Aspasio. Let me recollect myself. This may be
the meaning of sacrifices, as ordained by Moses, and solemnised among the
Jews. “8acrifices were a symbolical address to God ; intended to express
before him the devotion, affections, dispositions, and desires of the heart, by
sgnificative and emblematical actions.” Or thus, *“ The priest made atone-
ment for sin, by sacrificing a beast, only as that was a sign and testimony of
 the sacrificer’s pure and upright heart.”

Asp. Sacrifices, I acknowledge, were a symbolical address to God. But
vould you confine their efficacy only to the death of the animal, and the
purity of the offerer? No, Theron: they always had a reference to the great
ncrifice, ordained int the eternal counsels of Jehovah ; prepared when the co-
#termal Son was made flesh, offered when the blessed Jesus surrendered him-
slf to be led as a lamb to the slaughter. They were so far from being
independent of this divine oblation, that they acted in perpetual subserviency
to it, and derived all their virtue from it. They were the shadow, but the
body was Christ.

“They expressed,” you say, “the devotion, affections, dispositions, and
desires of the heart.” But I rather think they expressed the guilt and the
faith of the offerer. His guilt : for this seems to be intimated by the very
names of the propitiatory sacrifices; the sin and the sacrifice, the offending
action and the expiatory rite, being signified by one and the same word *. It
is somewhat more than intimated by the occasion of the offering, and the
state of the offerer; since it was only on account of guilt contracted that
piacular oblations were made, and only from a guilty person that they were
required. His faith, or firm belief that ceremonial guilt, which shut him out
from the communion of the visible church, and subjected him to the infliction
of temporal judgments, was removed by thesa but that moral guilt, which
defiles the soul, and excludes from heaven, should be purged by some better
. merifice than theset. In the exercise of this faith, Abel offered up a more

i weeptable sacrifice than Cain; and without this faith exercised in some
degree, it was impossible to please God.

If sacrifices were intended to bespeak integrity of heart, methinks the state
of innocence had been the properest period for their institution and oblation.
But we never hear of this awful ceremony till man is fallen, and sin com-
mitted. If intended to denote purity of heart, why should they be particu-
larly enjoined on that solemn day when confession was made of all the sins
of the whole congregation ? Lev. xvi. 21. An oddly-concerted advice this !
in which the tongue must contradict what the ceremony would recognise.
Or, how could it be proper, after the violation of some law, or the neglect of
rome ordinance, immediately to go and offer a sacrifice? What would be

o utn;y denotes a sin, and sin-offering, Lev. iv. 3. 24. Dwr slgmﬁes the trespass,
and the tresspass-offering, Lev. v. 15. 19.

t They “ sanctified to the purifying of the flesh,” Heb. ix. 13. « but could not make him
that did the service | erfect, as pertaining to the conscience,” Heb. ix. 9. -
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the language of such a practice? “I have done wickedly, but my heart is
pure and upright.” Is this consistent with the spirit of humility, of modesty,
or of common ingenuity ? Is this the way of giving glory to God, or of
taking shame to ourselves? Whereas, let the sacrifice be a typical expiation,
and this is the significancy of the action, “Lord, I confess myself guilty.
Punishment and death are my due. et them fall, I beseech thee, on my
victim ; that thy justice being glorified, and thy law satisfied, thy merey
may b(, lmnounblv displayed in my forgiveness.”

Besides, lhcron what likeness, what agreement is there, between the pro-
fession of intogritv and an animal mortally wounded, wallowing in its own
blood, and struggling in the agonies of death? W hereas, between these
dying pangs and the punishment due to sin, or the sorrows sustained by the
crucified Saviour, there is an apparent, a striking, and in various respects an
edifying, resemblance.

Ther. They declared, perhaps, the sacrificer's readiness and resolution to
slay the brute in himself, and to lay down his life in adherence to God.

Asp. 1 do not remember any assertion of this kind in the Bible, or any
hint to countenance such an interpretation. It seems, in some cases, to be
incompatible with the very nature of things, and contrary to the exprems
declarations of Scripture.  Doves, you know, lambs, and sheep, were offered
in sacrifice. But shall we slay the lamb, the dove, the sheep in ourselves
8o far from it, that Christ’s disciples are either described by these creatures,
or commanded to imitate their propertics. “ Be ye harmless as ‘doves,”
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An cxpositor, who cannot be mistaken, has given us this interpretation of
ithe paschal lamb : “ Christ our passover is sacrificed for us;”* declaring
, that Christ is a real sacrifice ; that he was prefigured, in this capa-
, by the paschal lamb; that the circumstances which distinguished it,
‘et in him ; and the advantaes which resulted from it, were procured by
him: those, in their truest import— these, in their largest extent. The
of the apostle speak this sense to the plainest, simplest rcader.
Whereas, to extort any other signification from them, what subtilty of wit,
what refinement, or rather violence of criticism, must be used !
The paschal lamb was without blemish. Such was the lamb of God;
e from all taint of original sin, and from every spot of actual transgression.
A lamb of the first year, in all the sprightliness and floridity of youth.
Girist also laid down his life, not when worn with age, or debilitated with
sckness ; but in the very prime of his days; amidst all the bloom of health,
aad all the vigour of manhood.—The lamb was to be slain in such a manner, -
& might occasion the most copious effusion of its blood. And was not this
very exactly fulfilled in our suffering Saviour{ His blood flowed out in
_vat abundance, by the amazing sweat in the garden; by the rending
fashes of the scourge; by the lacerating points of the thorns; by the
dreadfal nails which cleft his hands and his feet ; by the deadly spear which
npped open his side, and cut its way to his heart.—Though the blood was to
be 90 liberally spilt, a bone of the l]amb was not to be broken. And you
anmnot but recollect, you cannot but admire, the wonderful interposition of
Providence, to accomplish this emblematical prediction. When the soldicrs
_had received a command to break the legs of the three crucified persons;
" when they had actually broke the legs of each malefactor, which hung on the
| right side of our Lord and on the left ; their minds were overruled (by a di-
vise influence, no doubt) to spare the blessed Jesus, and to leave all his
bevcs unhurt, untouched. .

The lamb was to be killed before the whole assembly ; in the presence,
either of the whole congregation of Israel, or else of that particular socicty
which concurred in eating the flesh. And did not the whole multitude of
the Jews conspire against our Redecmer to put him to death? Did they
wt all cry out, as with one voice, Crucify him ! Crucify him ! Was he not
aecuted at one of their grand festivals, and in the sight of the whole
membled nation I—The blood was not to be poured heedlessly upon the
ground, but received carefully into a basin, and sprinkled, with the utmost
panctuality, upon the door-posts. In like manner, the blood of the heavenly
Lamb is not to be trampled under foot by a contemptuous disregard. It is
the treasure of the church, and the medicine of life ; 4o be reccived, therefore,
by an humble faith, and devoutly applied to our consciences.—The sprinkling
of that blood secured every Israelitish family from the destroying angels
sword. So the merits of the slaughtered Saviourt screen every belicving

®1Cor.v.7. Would any one venture to say, ‘ Paul our passover is sacrificed for
w?"  Yet this, I think, may be, or rather is in effect, said, by the account which some
persons give of Christ's satisfaction. The very thought of such a blasphemous absurdity
s too painful and offensive for the serious Christian to dwell upon. .

t Both St. Peter and St. Paul speak of the blood of sprinkling, 1 Pet.i. 2, Heb. xii. 24.;
intimating, by this remarkable form of speech, that the death of Christ wi!l he of no advan-
tage to the sinner, unless it be applied to his heart ; as the blood of the paschal lamb was
m protection to an Israelite, till it had tinged the posts of his door.

D
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ification. The high-priest put his hands upon the head of the segpe-goat,
with great solemnity confessed the sins of the whole congregation. The
of this ceremony is expressly declared in the sacred canon: “The
shall bear upon him their iniquity *.” It is charmingly explained by
prophet, “ The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all,” Isa. liii. 6. ; and
wost delightfully confirmed by the apostle, “ He himself bore our sins in
Jiis own body on the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24.

This done, the goat was disthissed into a land not inhabited, a place sepa-

maled from all resort of men, where he was never likely to be found any
mare: to teach us, that our offences, having becn expiated by the bleeding
_desus, are entirely done away, shall never rise up in judgment against us,
i¥ut, according to the prophecy of Jeremiah, “ When the iniquity of Israel
be sought for, there shall be none ; and the sins of Judah, they shall
be found,” Jer. 1. 20. It is further enjoined, that ¢ Aaron shall confess
the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all their transgressions, in all
ir sing.” Iniquities, transgressions, sins, are particularised ; and to this
of expressions the word all is added, to inform us, that the least sins
the atonement of Christ’s death ; to assure us, that the greatest sins
not beyond the compass of its efficacy ; and that all sins, be they ever
beinous, or ever so numerous, are forgiven to the true believer.
The high-priest carricd the blood of the victim into the sccond tabernacle,
within the veil. 8o Christ entered with his own blood, not into
boly places made with hands, but into heaven itself. The blood was
grinkled before the mercy-scat, and left in the holy of holies, that it might
always remain before the Lord. And does not Christ always appear in the
Jeesence of God for us? does he not ever live to make intercession for
w? to plead his all sufficient propitiation in our behalf; that the benefita
procured thercby may be communicated, ratified, and perpetuated to his
people ?

Ther. These benefits, Aspasio, are ascribed in Scripture to repentance
sad reformation of life, qualifications of our own ; not to any such cause as
8 vicarious sacrifice, where the merit must necessarily subsist in another.
What says the apostle Peter when he had just received his instructions
from the Holy Ghost? Repent and be converted ;” not look unto an
atonement, or depend upon a propitiation ; “that your sins may be blotted
out,” Acts iii. 19. '

Asp. Itis true, the benefits of the new covenant are promised to penitents,
a8 their happy portion ; but never assigned to their repentance, as the pro-
ewing cause ; mever to their repentance, but to the blood of the great High-
miest, called therefore “ the blood of the everlasting covenant,” Heb. xiii.

%.; being the condition stipulated in it, required by it, and in consequenco
i fwhich all its unspeakable privileges are bestowed.

i Besides, the qualifications you suppose are the gift of the Lord. We are
't able to excrcise them till Christ, who is cxalted for this very purposc,
gires repentance, Acts v. 31. A conversion to God, and a newness of life,
%e not the effect of human abilities, but the work of the divine Spirit, and
e fruit of the Redcemer's death. Indeed, this death is the purchase of
tvery heavenly blessing. This opens the heaven of heavens, and all its

® It is observable, that whereas the scape-goat is said to bear (mw?) the sins of Isracl,
ev. xvi. 22, ; the very same phrase is applied to Christ, Isa. liii. 12
p 2
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nexhoustible stores. BY S %0 have the enjoyment of grace, and by th
the hope of glory. . .

Ther. You begin to be in ™ ptures, Aspasio!

Asp. Excuse me, Theron. Xt is not easy to repress the sallies of deligl
and devotion, when we muse upon such amazing loving-kindness, and 8
touched with a sense of such immensely rich benefits. A great High-prieq
who is “higher than the heavens,” Heb. vii. 26. yet humbled himself §
death, even the death of the cross! who is ¢ consecrated for evermore,”

vii. 28. and pleads all his meyit, improves all his influence, for our
mate felicity !

¢ What heart of stone but glows at thoughts like these ?
Such contemplations mount us, and should mount
The mind still higher ; nor ever glance on man
Unraptured, uninflamed.’’ Night Thoughts, No. iv.

i Al G

But I check myzelf; and will either reply to your objections, or listes
your sentiments ; listen as attentively as you yourself attend to the ﬂq
of that shrill-tongued thrush. '

Ther. Itssweetly-modulated lays, eminent even in the symphony of spri
have indeed attracted my ears. But my mind is disengaged, and ﬁ.:l‘
your conversation. )

Asp. 1 can repeat a song, sweeter far than this, or all the melody of §
woodland choirs—a song, which has harmony enough to make the brow
melancholy wear a smile, or to sooth away the sorrows of death i
“Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God’s elect? It is God th
justifieth ; who is he that condemneth ? It is Christ that died ; yea rathi
that is risen again ; who is even at the right hand of God ; who also makel
intercession for us,” Rom. viii. 33, 34. According to my friend's plineipﬁ
the strain of this triumphant exclamation was ill-judged, and should ha
run in the following manner: “ Who shall lay any thing to our chargy
We have endeavoured to preserve a rectitude of disposition, and to persi
in a laudable course of action. Wherever we failed, we have been sorry |
the fault, and have implored pardon from the divine Majesty. What
shall dismay us? or who shall condemn us?” Your topics of ’
would be complete, without having recourse to the death of Christ as
atonement for sin ; or to the resurrection of Christ, as an evidence that th
atonement is accepted ; or to the intercession of Christ, as the cause of of
interest in that transcendent blessing. '
. Ther. Since you so frequently mention, and so earnestly insistupd
atonement, I should be glad to know the precise signification of the wonl
I am told the original phrase has nothing to do with the idea of mkﬂ
satisfaction. '

Asp. We may learn the precise signification of atonement, by considerin
the means, the effect, and the manner whereby the means accomplish th

effect. The effect of atonement, is pardon. The means of obtaining it, m
the death of Christ. The way or manner whereby the death of Chri
becomes efficacious for this blessed purpose, is the sovereign appointment ¢
his Father, the infinite dignity of his person, and especially the vicarioi
nature of his sufferings, or their being undergone in the stead of sinners.
Ther. Tt has been supposed, and is affirmed too, that our Saviour’s obedient
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md death were conducive to our redemption, only in virtue of his Father's
wil and appointment.

dsp. 1 am glad it is some other, and not my Theron, who espouses this
wiaion, which is highly injurious to the dignity of our Redeemer’s person,
to the merit of his obedience. Neither is it very honourable to the
of the Father, unless we suppose him therefore to have appointed
death of Christ, because he kifew it was fully sufficient for the glorious

And why should we use that weak inadequate expression, conducive to
s redemption? Would any one say of Solomon’s elegant and sumptuous
femple, that it was conducive to the accomplishment of what Moses fore-
Wid? Exod. xv. 17. David's provision of stones, of timber, and of gold,
was, if you please, conducive to it; but Solomon’s act was perfective of it,
was the very execution of the thing itself. Such are the obedience and death
of Christ, with respect to our redemption.

Ther. But we forget the original word, and neglect to inquire into its
genuine import.

4sp. The word, which we translate atomement, implies, in its primary
seceptation, the mnotion of covering. Thus the ark ‘was covered ®, “was
overlaid with pitch, within and without,” that all its chinks might be
wewred against the insinuating attempts of the water, and all its timber
deended from the injuries of the liquid element. When dn object, in this
e any other manner, is covered over for safety, the covering receives every
shock, and sustains all damages, which would otherwise fall upon the thing
overed. The image, therefore, is very pertinently used, to express the
fue evangelical nature of atonement; and the word is used, with equal
popriety, to describe the mercy-seat +, which was a costly covering for the
wk, made of pure gold, and exactly commensurate to that sacred repository.
In this were lodged the tables of the law ; whose precepts we have violated,
wd to whose curse we were subject. Consequently the mercy-seat, both
y its situation, its extent, and its office, prefigured the Redeemer; who
aterposes between the law and the offender; fulfils the commands, and
mstains the curse of the former; merits pardon, and procures salvation for
ke latter.

As some fine flower, having entertained our eye with one beautiful colour,
mddenly breaks, or gradually softens into another, and gives us a renewed
pleasure ; such, mcthinks, is the nature of this delightful word. It is
expressive of the hoar-frost}, which, in a serene but sharp wintry morning,
covers the houses, covers the trees, covers the whole face of nature. So, the
Wood of Jesus, according to the Psalmist’s representation, coversall our guilt,
=d hides every offence, Psal. xxxii. 1. Insomuch that, when this blood
s spplied by the divine Spirit, the Lord ¢ sees no iniquity in Jacob,” Numb.
wiii. 21.  He acts as if he saw none ; neither punishes the guilty, nor abhors
fhe polluted sinner.

¢ IMB, Thou shalt ‘‘ besmear, cover, or overlay,” Gen. vi. 14. This is the first place
fa which our word occurs. It is supposed to give us the genuine and native sense of the
pirase. Perhaps the English expression *‘ cover,”” may be derived from the participle
= mphu_»

t ITED, Exod. xxv. 17,

¢ B>, Psal cxlvii. 16. Theidea deduced from hoar-frost is-notso exa:t and striking,
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The same expression ® wy With reference to a covenant, and signifies
the abolition of the con\ne} ;3 which was done by cancelling the deed, o§
expunging the articles of stiPulation. By the covenant of works, all man.
kind became obnoxicus to Condemnation, were bound over to death. By
the grace of Christ, our obligation to punishment is disannulled, and thy
hand-writing of condemnation is blotted out. Should you ask, How thi§
is effected? By paying a ransom, and offering a sacrifice. Should yi
further inquire, Of what this ranson and this sacrifice consisted ¢ Of
less than the precious blood, the inestimable life, the divinely magnificf
person of Christ. :

Ther. These then are the capital ideas included in the original word—§
covering by way of defence, and a covering by way of concealment.

Asp. They are, Theron.— As the brain, in the animal body, is the soures:
of sensation, sends out various detachments of nerves to animate and actoald
all the parts of the vital system ; so these two capital ideas branch themselvel
into a variety of subordinate, yct similar significations, which run
the whole cconomy of the gospel, to enliven and quicken the spirit of &
believer. Let me instance in a few particulars. This richly significaat
word denotes—the excreise of divine mercy, Deut. xxxii. 43. ; the pardon of
sin, Deut. xxi. 8., 2 Chron. xxx. 18.; a cleansing from guilt; Numb. xxxv.
33.; purging from transgression, Psal. Ixv. 8.; reconciliation for iniquity,
Dan. ix. 24.; the pacifying of wrath, Ezck. xvi. 63. Do not these passaged
(which arc expressed by some branch of the verb that conveys to us thy
idea of atoning) plainly intimate, that the atonement of Christ is the merk.
torious causc of all these Jesirable effects? is the foundation of cvery act of
divine goodncss, and the origin of every blessing, vouchsafed to sinners?

Ther. After all, this is the consideration which principally offends and
perplexes me: God is a spirit, an absolutely perfect and infinitely puw
being ; remote, inconceivably remote, from whatever is groes or corporeal
How then can he take pleasure in the effusion of blood, or the buming of
flesh? how can any such low carnal inducecments make him merciful fo
ginners, or appease what you call his wrath ?

Asp. Rather, what the Scriptures call his wrath. You mistake owe
doctrine, my dear Theron. We never maintain that any sacrifice what
ever, not even the propitiation of Christ’'s death, was intended to make
God merciful ; only to make way for his eternal purposes of mercy, withost
any prejudice cither to the demands of his law or the rights of his justios.
Our sentiments on this head are exactly consonant to his own declarati
and his own procedure, in the case of Job’s friends ; sce Job xlii. 7, 8
Though displeased with their conduct, ho was merciful to their persoma;
nevertheless, he would not exercise that mercy till they had first offered
a sacrifice, and acted faith in a dying Saviour.

Neither is it ever supposed, that the infinitely wise and pure God cas
take pleasure in tho effusion of blood, or the burning of flesh, simply con

in our northern clime, as in the more southern regions. There, the exhalations and dew
being more copious, the hoar-frost must fall thicker, lie deeper, and more fully correspom
with the notion of covering.

* Isa. xxviii. 18. 7BJ abolebitur. * Proprie sonat, oblinetur, obliterabitur, est enin
“B2 Hcbreis proprie quid obducere, atque inde (cum obducta et oblita dispareant ) delen
abolere." Thus, I apprehend, the words should be pointed.
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sidered ; only as they bad a reference to that noble and inestimable sacrificc,
which brings the highest homour to his name, which those slaughtered
animals exhibited in a figure, and to which every true Israclite had a believ-

1 say, had a believing regard. For it is affirmed by the author of the
Hebrews, that the gospel was preached to the Israelites in the wilderness,
Heb. iv. 2. 'What does he mean by the gospel? The very cssence of this
benevolent scheme, according to the apostle’s own definition, is, that ¢ Christ
@ied for our sins,” 1 Cor. xv. 3. How was this gospel preached to our
fthers in the wilderness? By significant emblems; especially by
saughtered animals, and bleeding victims, by which Christ was almost
watinually, though not so evidently as in these latter times, “set forth
aucified for sinners,” Gal. iii. 1.

In this sense alone, those carnal usages were worthy the wisdom of God
{0 sppoint, and the majesty of God to accept. This gave them a peculiar
dignity and importance, and set them far above all the similar obscrvances
nsed in the heathen worship. They were also, when thus explained, thus
improved, extremely profitable to believers ; as they dirceted their contem-
plation to the future sufferings of a Saviour, and ratificd to their faith the
benefits of his ever-operating sacrifice ; which, we were assured by an
mfallible voice, was effectual “ for the redemption of the transgressions under
the first covenant®.”

Ther. 8o you apprehend, that in those usages practised by the ancient
::bwu, the goepel was emblematically preached, and Christ in a figure ex-

ibited ?

Asp. Most certainly, Theron. And for this cause, under the law almost
all things were purged with blood, Heb. ix. 22. The multiplicity, the
variety, the constancy of theirsacrifices, were all designed to impress upon
their minds, and familiarise to their thoughts, this great evangelical truth.
Was any one overtaken by a fault? He must present a victim, and the
priest must slay it, by way of trespass-offering; to signify, that the guilt
which was contracted could be done away omly by the atoning death of
Christ. Had any onc received a signal blessing? A beast was slain by
way of peace-offering ; as a public expression of gratitude for the mercy,
and also as an emphatical declaration, that all good vouchsafed to fallen
man is owing to the Redeemer’s ransom. Was any one to be invested with
the priestly office, or admitted to minister in the sanctuary? A ramora
bullock must bleed, by way of atonement, and for the purpose of consecra-
ion, Lev. viii. 22., Numb. viii. 12; in order to testify, that no man can
officiate with acceptance in the worship of God ; that no service, though of
s religious kind, can be pleasing in his sight, till the former is interested in
the merits, unless the latter is recommended by the death of the great High-
priest.

And not only by their solemn sacrificial acts, but even by their ordinary
meals, this grand lesson was inculcated. They were forbidden to cat the
blood, in order to awaken and preserve in their consciences a reverential

That all the Jews died under the curse of the law. Died under the curse of the law
even though the apostle has warranted it for a truth that ¢ all these” (meaning Abr

¢ Heb. ix. 15. When I reflect on these words, I wonder how any one can assert
Saral, 1saac, Jacob, &c.) ¢‘ died in faith,” Heb. xi. 13. i
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not by naked precepts, or abstracted truths, but by earthly similitudes, and
(if I may oo express myself) by embodied instructions, such as werc level
to their low capacities, and calculated to affect their dull apprehensions. .

The institutions to which you hint were undoubtedly mean and trifling, if
considered in themselves. Acoordingly, their wise and majestic . Author
cautions his people against such erroneons and unworthy notions. I spake
not unto your fathers, nor commanded them, in the day that I brought
them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offerings or sacrifices,”
Jer. vii. 22. “It was not my design that they should acquiesce in the
-shadow and neglect the substance. I mever intended thatthey should rest
in the porch, but pass through these ordinandes to much sublimer things.
Christ and spiritual blessings were principally in my view; to which all the
Moenical usages were relative, subeervient, and one continual manuduction.”
Considered in this light, as bearing a reference to the ever-blessed Mediator,
s emblems of his person and pledges of his grace, they acquire a real mag-
nificence, and convey the moet salutary lessons.

The blood put upon the tip of the éar and thumb of the hand, denotes
our personal application of the death of Christ; without which all its
virtue, though boundless and inconceivable, will profit us nothing. Those

3 parts of the body may signify the perceptive and executive
faculties ; in both which we offend, and for both which we need the great
propitiation. Of the two birds you mention, one was to be killed, the other
was to fly away, after it had been dipped in the blood of its fellow. Thus
the Lord Jesus was crucified for our sins; and we being washed in his
blood, being interested in the atonement of our holy victim and elder
brother, are acquitted from guilt, and escape condemnation. Concerning the
paschal lamb it was particularly enjoined, That the flesh should not be eaten
raw, nor sodden with water, but roasted with fire; and of every offering
from the herd or from the flock, and the inwards were, by an express com-
mand of God, delivered up to the devouring flame. All this was an emblem
of that tremendous indignation, which “is poured out like fire,” Nah. i. 6. ;
which scized our immaculate Sacrifice, that it might spare polluted sinners ;
and which must have consumed utterly any mediator, who was less than
infinite, or other than divine.

Had you beheld our renowned Newton blowing up, with great assiduity
and attention, his little watery vcsicles into the air, you would perhaps have
despised the venerable philosopher, and have thought him little better than
a hoary idiot. But when you was told, that in every one of these volatile
s0apy bubbles he discovered the beauteous colours of the rainbow, and from
| this seemingly childish experiment he explained the nature of that wonder-
ful arch ; you would then entertain a different notion, both of the man and
of his employ. So when you discern the blessed Jesus looking forth at
these windows, and shewing himself through these lattices ® of the Jewish
economy, you will, I hope, conceive a higher opinion of them, and derive
richer advantage from them.

TRer. There are several persons, as well as ritual observances, of a very
singular character mentioned in the Mosaic law. The leper, for instance,
the Nazarite, with others of the same antiquated and grotesque stamp ;

®Cant. it 9. The word, in the first edition, is “ flourishing through.” 1t was tsken
bom the Hobrew, without consulting the English, and is a literal translation of iy,
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manmer to the service of (od. A type of that glorious Nazarite, who was
separated for a season from the fruitions of heaven ; who was holy, harmless,
and undefiled, both in his nature aad all his conversation ; who sanctified
himself, and dévoted his life and labours, his soul and body, to the glory of
his Father, and the redemption of his people. The Nazarites, even when
they had discharged their vow, and were ceremonially clean, yet wero
obliged to offer a sin-offering, a burnt-offering, and a peace-offering. 8o the
great Redeemer, though he had perfectly obeyed all the preceptive parts of
the &vine law, yet was required to offer up a sacrifice—even the incompar-
sbly precious sacrifice of himself —in order to consummate the work of
our salvation.

Ther. Have you a sufficient warrant for this strain of interpretation ? Is
it sound, is it rational, or conformable to any authentio standard of scrip-
tural expontwn? Methinks it looks more like the child of fancy, than the

of judgment ; more like the sally of a sportive 1mngmauon, than
the result of a sober disquisition.

You cannot be ignorant, Aspasio, how the ruling passion tinctures the
whole conduct. Hence it is, I apprehend, that your religious inamoratoes
find heavenly beautics, where Scripture intended no more than natural
traths. Hence it is that they turn plain facts into profound figures, and
allegorise common sense into pious absurdity. Have you never seen the
mystic interpretations of some ancient, and, I may add, some modern
divines? The honesty of their design is transparent, and the piety of their
lives is unquestionable: otherwise we should be tcmpted to suspect, that
they meant to burlesque the Scriptures, and disgrace their Author.

‘Who can ever persuade himself, that the supremely wise God would send
us to scarch for a body of divinity in a bundle of rods ? or set us to spin all
the mysteries of Christianity from a few fleeces of wool, ring-streaked,
speckled, and spotted ? Gen. xxxi. Thus to expound the Scriptures, is not
to open them clearly, and apply them judiciously, but rather to whip them
into froth®.

Asp. We have the authority of our Lord himself, who has informed us,
that the brazen serpent lifted up in the wilderness, John iii. 14. was figu-
rative of his own suspension and death on the cross: that the temple built
on Mount Sion was typical of his immaculate body, in which dwelt all tho
falness of the Godhead, John ii. 19. 21. ; Col. ii. 9. : that the prophet Jonah,
lodged in the belly of the whale, and discharged from that strange confine-
ment on the third day, Matt. xii. 39,40. was an emblem of his own de-
scending into the grave, and rising again before his flesh saw corruption.

We have also the testimony and the practice of the chiefest of the
apostles for our warrant. He assures us, that the rock smitten by Moses
had a reference to Christ, 1 Cor. x. 4.; who was wounded for our sins, and
is the foundation of our hopes: that the waters issuing at the stroke, were
significative of those spiritual blessings which flow from a crucified Saviours
that as the former followed the sons of Jacob through all the circumvo
tions of their tedious journey, the latter accompanied the disciples of Jesus;
every stage of their carthly pilgrimage. Let the great teacher of the Gen
be our expositor, and we shall sec the veil of the temple dignified wi
significancy, richer far than its costly materials and curious workms

* Lather used to call such far-fetched and unnatural allegories, ** spumam wrpA™
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Due care, however, should be taken, not to suppose a type where there
is no apparent foundation of analogy in the thing itself, or no hint of this na-
ture given us by the unerring Spirit; lest, instead of being guided by truth,
we are bewildered by fancy. And when either or both these handles pre-
sent themselves, I think we should beware of straining the subject beyond
the bounds of a just and reasonable comparison; lest, instead of following
the clue, we stretch it till it breaks. If the first caution is not observed, the
sense of Scripture will lie so deep or be removed to such a distance, that none
but persons of the moet acute discernment can find it, or none but persons of
the most excursive imagination can reach it. If the second is not regarded,
the meaning of thoee divine volumes will become so vague and volatile, that
there will hardly remain any possibility of ascertaining or fixing it.

Asp. As to the expedience and necessity of these cautionary limitations, I

have the pleasure of agrecing cntirely with my friend. Let our fancy sub-
mit to the reins of judgment, otherwise her excursions will be wild and law-
less. Let our zeal borrow the eyes of discretion, otherwise her cfforts will
be blind and extravagant. And let all, thus tempered, thus regulated, be
under the influence of enlightening grace. Then to spiritualize the ancient
Scriptures, will be to convert the stones of the sanctuary into the jewels of
acrown; and to fetch, not water only, but milk and honey, from the flinty
rock. .
Then how pleasing must it be, as well as instructive, to discover the blessed
desus in all the institutions of the Mosaic law! To sec his incarnation
prefigured by the feast of tabernacles, when the Israelites were to relinquish
their houses and lodge in booths, Lev. xxiii. 34. 40. 42.; even as the Son of
God left the bosom of his Father and the seats of bliss, to inhabit a cottage
of clay, and sojourn in a vale of tears. To sce our spotless and divine Vie-
tim, typically slain at the joyful solemnity of the passover, and the anniver-
sary fast of expiation. To sce his death, that inestimable ransom for our
souls, presented to our faith, in every morning and evening sacrifice, Exod.
xxix. 38, 39. ; his intercession, that prevailing recommendation of our prayers,
most sweetly cxpressed by the rich incense which attended .the sacred rite.
To see the various methods of purification; some pointing at the fountain
“for sin and for uncleanness, opened in our Redeemer’s bleeding heart, Exod.
xxix. 4. Psal. li. 7. ; others referring to those sanctifying operations of the
Spirit, which act as a refiner’s fire, or as fuller’s soap, Numb. xxxi. 23. Isa.
iv. 4. To see, in the city of refuge, that perfect security which Christ’s me-
ritorious sufferings in our stcad afford to every penitent and believing sinner,
Numb. xxxv. 11, 12.

Was it 8o very affecting and so very encouraging to Encas, when he be-
held the story of the Trojan heroes pictured upon the walls of the Carthagi-
nian temple? (Virg. Z£n. 1.) How much greater encouragement and joy
must arise in the Christian’s breast, when he perceives the amiable lincaments
of his everlasting Fricnd portrayed in all the peculiaritics of the Jewish wor-
ship, and in the most distinguishing events of the Jewish history! This
must highly ennoble the Bible, and inexpressibly endear it to our affections.
This spreads lustre, life, and glory, through every page of that blessed boo
And though I would forbear indulging what might be called a pious wantom
ness of imagination; yet I should much rather choose,in expounding the Serigy
tares, to ramble with Augustine than err with Girotius; see, or think 1
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should recommend the subject to our frequent disconrse, even though it was
less eminent for intrinsic dignity and comfortable import.

"Talking in this manner, they arrive at the park ; which, the moment you
enter, fills the view with its bold, enlarged, and magnificent sweep. It was
diversified with level and rising ground. Here scooped into mimic amphi-
theatres, with the deer pendent on the little summit, or shooting down the
asy precipioe ; there raised into gentle hillocks, some of which were canopied
vith a large spreading solitary oak, others were tufted with a cluster of
spering and verdant elms. Two or three cascades, gleaming from afar, as

¥ they poured along the slanting rock or the grassy slope, gave a pleasing
variation to the prospect; while they startled the timorous inexperienced
fawns with their foaming current and watery roar. Grandeur and simplicity
semed to be the genius of the place. Every thing breathed an air of noble
segligence, and artless majesty.

In the centre of all rose a curious romantic mount. Its form was exactly
round, somewhat like a sugar-loaf, lopt off a little below the point. Not

' coeval with nature, but the work of human industry. Thrown up, it is
sapposed, in those perilous times, when Britain was alarmed by foreign
imvasions, or bled with intestinc wounds. It was covered all around with
alder shrubs; whose ranks, gradually arising and spreading shade above
shade, composed a kind of woody theatre, through which were struck two
or three spiral walks, leading, by a gentle ascent, and under embowering
verdure to the summit. At proper intervals, and on every side of the hill,
were formed little arborets, with apertures cut through the boughs to admit
a prospect of the country. In one or other of these leafy boxes you command,
at every hour of the day, either the enlivening sun or the refreshing shade.
All along the circling avenues, and all around the beautcous rests, sprung
daffodils, primroses, and violets ; which, mingling with hyacinths and cow-
slips, composed many a charming piece of natural mosaic.

How agreeable, as they climb and wind themselves round the hill, to
reflect on the happy change which has now taken place! Where stecly
helmets gleamed, or brazen shields clashed, the goldfinches twitter their loves,
and display their painted plumes. The dens of rapine, or the horrid haunts
of bloodshed, arc become the retreats of calm contemplation and friendly
converse. In yonder lower spaces, where the armed troops were wont
to patrole, from whence they made excursions to ravage the villages or
terrify the swains, the fallow-deer trip lightly, or the full-licaded stags stand
at bay. -

Fh{m a small eminence, but at a considerable distance, gushed a couple
of springs, which, rambling through a grove, lost one another in the shady
bbyrinth. Emerging at length from the gloom, they approached nearer ?,nd
nearer, and fell into embraces at the foot of this hill. They rolled in amica-
ble conjunction along the pebbly channel which encircles its basis, and adda:d
their sober melody to the sprightly warbling of the birds. Flowing off in
one common stream, they formed the fine picces of water which l)cal.ltlﬁl‘(l
the park. From thence they stole into the meadow, amd widened into a
river. There, enamoured as it were with cach other, they glide by wealthy
towns, and sweep through flowery vales ; regardless of the blooming toys
which deck the one, and of the noisy crowds which throng the other.

So, said Aspasio, may Theron and his Selina, pleasing and pleased with
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each other, pass through he bllt!y and the amusing scenes of life; neitu
captivated by the one, Wt aDXious for the other. With such h ]
agrecment, and indissoluble umon, may they pursue the course ml.rked
by Providence, their happiness increasing, and their usefulness en

they draw nearer the Ocean of all good! Then, parted by a gentle

of fate, like the wattrs of some ample stream severed by the piers of sy
intervening bridge, may they specdily reunite ! reunitein consummsate
and never be scparated more ! .

Ther. I thank you, Aspasio, for your affectionate compliment. Nu i
I wish you, by way of return, a greater recompence, than the
exercise of such a benevolent temper. For to exercise benevolence, is
enjoy the most refined and exalted pleasure; such as makes the
approaches to the felicity of the Eternal Mind, who, as the Scripture
beautifully speaks, ¢ has pleasure in the prosperity of his servants.”

But while we are seated on this mount, our situation reminds us of (
you just now mentioned) the grand conference relating to the death
Christ—a business for which you have indeed accounted, but in a
that may be thought not the most honourable to the divine attributes.

Asp. 1 have represented it as a ranson for our souls, and a sacrifice for oma
gins.- If you disapprove my account, be pleased to favour me with
own. For what purpose, according to your opinion, did that ever-blesse€
person die ?

Ther. To confirm the truth of his doctrine, and leave us a pattern of the
most perfect resignation.

Asp. And is this all? Shall we thus impoverish the riches of grace {
Was this notion dcefensible, it could never be desirable. But it has as littly
to support it as it has to rccommend it. For, upon such a supposition,
where is the difference between the death of Christ and the death of thy
martyrs? They confirmed the truth of the gospel : In their sufferings w
obedience and resignation, the same in quality, though not in d
Upon such a supposition, what benefit could the ancient patriarchs
from the Redecmer ; since none could be improved by the example of b
patience, or the pattern of his obedience, till they were actually exhibi
or how could Christ be styled, ¢ the Lamb slain from the foundation of
world?” Rev. xiii. 8.; the advantages of whose death commenced
the very beginning, as thcy will be prolongcd even to the end of time.

Not to depend on consequential arguments, let us hear the e
declaration of our divine Master himself: ¢“This is my blood, which is
shed ”— for what?  To give credibility to my gospel, or yield an example
of entire resignation ¥ Rather—¢ for the remission of sins,” Matt. xxvi. 38,
Will any one attempt to make the remission of sins, and the propoeal of a
pattern, or the ratification of a doctrine, synonymous terms? They whe

can torture and transmute the genuine sense of words at this extraordinary
rate, may metamorphose any expression into any meaning.

If, then, we would consider our Lord’s death in its due amphtude, w
must consider it Both as a pattern of picty and as a ransom for sinners; we
must neither scparate nor confound these very distinct, yet very consistesd
effects.

Ther. Is it not inconsistent with the acknowledged principles of justios
that the innocent should be punished instead of the offender ?

- -
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If the innocent person has an absolute power over his own life,

ly substitutes himself in the place of the guilty, and by his vicarious
1gs fully answers all the purposes of a righteous government ;—in
s, which was the case with our Lord, I see not the lcast repugnancy
rules of justice.
Bible, that authentic transcript of the counsels of Heaven, avows,
"avowing vindicates the practice, ¢ The Lord hath laid on him the
yofus all*.” When all we like sheep had gone astray, and were
d to the stroke of vengeance, as those wandering creatures to the
us beasts; the good Shepherd interposed, and the just God made
'ngeance to fall upon him, which must otherwise have been executed
8. ““ He suffered,” says another inspired writer, ‘“the just for the
"1 Pet. iii. 18. that, by expiating our guilt, “ he might bring us to
now to his gracious favour, hereafter to his blissful presence.

will permit me to add a passage from our common favourite, Milton ;
e it is no less beautiful in iteelf, than it is pertinent to the occasion ;
lease the critic, and may expound the apostle. Messiah, pleading in
of fallen man, thus addresses his Almighty Father :
¢¢ Man, dead in sins and lost,

Atonement for himself, or offering meet,
(Indebted and undone !) hath none to bring.
Behold me then ! me for him ! life for life
I offer. On me let thine anger fall.
Account me man : I for his sake will leave
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee
Freely put off ; and for him lastly die
Well-pleas’d ; on me let Death wreak all his rage.”
’ Mivrron, B. iii. 1. 233.

. The fine imagination of a poet will hardly pass for a decisive
nt. When we are searching after truth, we must attend to the
i of reason, not follow the vagariessof fancy. And reason, Aspasio,
rates against your notion of a vicarious sacrifice : Reason, that
r guide, and final test, both in discovering and determining the sense .
rture.
Suppose you, then, my dear Theron, that none are in possession of
but the pupils of Socinus, and the zealots for Deism ? ‘or that none
se of reason, in their religious inquiries, but men of this mould ?
“ Wrong not the Christian, think not reason yours ;

*Tis reason our great Master holds so dear :

'Tis reason’s injured rights his wrath resents ;

’Tis reason’s voice obey'd his glorious crown ;

Through reason’s wounds alone thy faith can die.”
Night Thoughts, No. iv.

i, you see, are far from disclaiming reason. Equally far is Christianity
scarding the sober, the sanctified use of this noble faculty. When
s under the influence and direction of the divine Spirit, we have the
gh opinion of her excellence as yourself. And when thus regulated,
e, I am persuaded, the sanction of her authority for all our sentiments.
on, as she operated in the sages of the heathen world, instead of re-
liii. 6.12 ¥*IB7 made to meet, or fall upon, in an hostile vindictive manner;
esign to take vengeance, or inflict death ; as an armed man falls upon his enemy,

ce lion on the helpless lamb.
E
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jecting, approved and adopted this very scheme approved it even under ¢
disadvantage of a mutilated and defective, or rather of a perverted and dﬁ
form. The current language of the classic authors, and almost every historld
of Greece and Rome, are vouchers for the truth of this observation. As@]
Gentiles were unanimous in the custom of offering sacrifices, and eqm.
unanimous in supposing their vicarious nature, so also are the Jewish writey

Ther. What man of sense pays any regard to the Jewish writers? ﬁ
gendary they are, and extravagant to the last degree. Dotards I llll‘
call them, rather than writers.

Asp. They are, I belicve, extravagant enough in their comments
Scripture; but they relate, with sufficient exactness and ﬁdellty, the py
vailing belief of their nation. In this case, their testimony is as
tionable, as, in the other, their notions are chimerical. Now, had it
mistaken belief, surely our blessed Lord, that infallible judge and im
reprover, would have testified his disa.pprolmtion of it. Surely his
ples, who were actuated by the uncmng and undaunted spmt of their
would have entered their protest against it. Surely St. Paul, in his epk
that very people, and in his treatisc on that very subject, would htvoﬁ
himself to rectify such an error, and have weeded out the tares before §
sowed the good sced.  But there is not the least hint of this kind in all #
discourses of our Saviour, or in all the writings of his apostles. §

They speak to a people who were accustomed to look upon their sasé
fices as piacular oblations, and a typical expiation of guilt. They speak 4
our Redeemer’s crucifixion, and the benefits of his death, in the sacrifidy
terms that were of current usc and established mgmﬁcutlon If, there
the popular opinion was improper, their manner of expression and
must be calculated rather to authenticate error than to propagate truth:: '
that, I think, cven the silence of the inspired penmen on this occasion, is
little inferior to a loud attestation. Did they only say nothmg against
doctrine of satisfaction by sacrifice, it would in effect, and circumstances
sidered, be saying abundance for it. But they are very copious and exph
upon the point.

Ther. Whero are they so copious? If you have such a hea.p of their d
gations, it will be casy to pick out a few, and give us a specimen.

Aorp It is as easy, Theron, as it is delightful. < Mecssiah shall bey
off,” says the prophet Danicl, “but not for himself,” Dan. ix. 26.
whom then, and for what? Isaiah informs us concerning both. * For ‘
transgression of my people was he stricken,” Isa. liii. 8. Because this
an article of the last importance, it is repeated, it is confirmed, it is exp
with the most remarkable particularity : “ Ho was wounded for our m
gressions ; he was bruised for our iniquities ; the chastisement of our pesg
was upon him, and with his stripes we are healed,” Isa. liii. 5. Our Iq
himself asserts the same truth in the very same style : “I am the good
herd, and lay down my life for the sheep,” John x. 15. St. Paul, ina
tltude of passages, sets his seal to this momentous doctrine. St. Peter mal
tains it in very forcible words : * Who his own self bare our sins in his oW
body on the tree,” 1 Pet. ii. 24.

Tho sacred writers not only assert this capital article, but use every dive
sity of speech, in order to give it the fullest evidence and strongest estublﬂ
ment. “ He made reconciliation for the sins of the people,” Heb. ii. 17
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hrist the righteous is the propitiation for our sins,” 1 John ii. 2. ;
d us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood,” Rev. i. 5.:
made sin for us, though he knew no sin,” 2 Cor. v. 21.
Nobody makes any objection to these texts ; but the sense, the true
ich phrases, is the thing in question.
“hat you call the question, to me appears so plain, as not to want a
ir admit of a doubt. However, since you seem to demand a criti-
¥, it will not be thought pedantic if I make an observation or two
original languages ; “or rather, as you are not acquainted with the
n that language of which you yourself are a judge and a master.
ield for all, then were all dead. The prcposition vrep, in this con-
ust necessarily signify more than ¢ on our account, or for our ad-
Because, if it be taken in this unsettled rambling sense, the apos-
lent is vague and inconclusive. In case our Lord had suffered, only
s from some evil, and procure us some benefit,” this would by no
ly that all were dead, under the sentence of condemnation, obnox-
loomed to death, 2 Cor. v. 14. The utmost you can infer from
ises is, that all stood in need of a deliverance from some evil, or
: procurement of some good. Whereas, suppose the sacred writer
hat our Lord’s death was truly vicarious, and undergone in our
t he suffered what was our due and our doom; then the reasoning
. the inference undeniable.
ve himself, arrdvrpoy vrrep, a ransom for all,” 1 Tim. ii. 6. If this
iply the notion of vicarious, I very much question whether language
xpress it. Avrpor is a ransom, which conveys a vicarious sense, in
mmon and authorized acceptation. Awri, which is equivalent to
itill more fully ascertains and strengthens the idea. Ywep, which
d for, and denotcs a substitution of one in the place of anothert;
to all, renders the expression as determinate and emphatical for
e as words can possibly be.
argue from a more obvious topic, which has no sich dependence
cise significancy of the original? ¢ Surely,” says the .prophet, he
th vehemence, as of an affair which is very weighty; he speaks with
: a8 of a fact which is very certain; ‘he hath borne our griefs, and
r sorrows,” Isa. lili. 4. What can this mean, but he hath taken upon
1at affliction and those miseries which properly belonged to us?
ad on, and this meaning will present itself in the clearest view.
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted :” we took him
malcfactor, and thought that he was punished for his own miscon-
opposition to which injurious and false surmise it is added, ¢ But he
nded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities.” May
© borrow the prophet’s language, and say, with an air of certainty,
118 is the plainest proof in the world, that our sins were the merito-
se of Christ’s sufferings ; and if our sins were the meritorious causec
ferings, our sins must be charged upon him, and punished in him.

Matth, ii.22. By this word the Septuagint translate the Hebrew pyyn, And
denotes the substitution of one instead of another, no student of the sacred

ill venture to deny. See Gen. xxii. 13.; 2 Sam. xviii. 33.; 2 Kings x. 24.
fa vy Xpierev. ** We beseech you in Christ’s stead,” 2 Cor. v. 20. D& vwig oov
, “that in thy stead he might have ministered unto me,”” Phil. ver. 13.

E2
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St. Paul affirms, that “ Christ has delivered us from the curse of |
Gal. iii. 13. Iow? By taking our place, and cnduring what we d
or, as the apostle himself apeaks to the same effect, but in a much r
phatical manner, “by being made a curse for us.” Does not this ¢
denote both a commutation of persons, and a translation of punishm
suffered, who was innocent ; not we, who are guilty. He also suffc
very sentence which the law denounced on us ; for it is written, “(
every one that continueth not in all things,” Deut. xxvii. 26.: to this
obnoxious. It is written again, * (‘ursed is every one that hangeth o1
(al. iii. 13.: to this Christ submitted. And if Christ endured that ve
which we deserved—if, by this means, he delivered us from all maled
either this must be suffering in our stead, or clse nothing can be calle¢
name.

Shall I descend lower still, and refer our point to the determin
illiterate men ? Ask any of your serious tenants, what idcas arise
minds upon the perusal of the afore-mentioned texts? I dare venture
tell, that, artless and unimproved as their understandings are, they wil
sitate for an answer. They will neither complain of obscurity, nor
assistanco of learning ; but will immediately discern, in all these pat
gracious Redeemer suffering in their stead, and by his bitter, but e
passion, procuring the .pardon of their sins. Nay further, as they
accustomed to the finesses of criticism, I apprehend they will be at:
conccive how it is possible to understand such passages in ar
sense.

Say not, this is an improper appeal, or these are incompetent
The Scriptures were written for their edification ; not to exercise
genuity of subtle disputants, but to instruct the meancst of mankin
way of salvation. Therefore, on fundamental articles, we may a
conclude the expression will be easy, and the doctrine perspicuous;
¢ he who runs may read, and the wayfaring men, though fools, shall
therein®.” And though I am far from undervaluing the aids of lit
yet, upon those momentous subjects which are inseparably connected
eternal felicity, I cannot but regard the common sense of plain, hones
ble Christians, as the very best of critics.

Ther. It has been said by a learned critic, “ That vicarious punish
suffering gives us too low ideas of the Son of God, as it sinks them
pain and suffering of & malcfactor, the very meancst idea we can |
them.”

Asp. The idea is plainly suggested by the word of prophecy, and su
by the attestation of sacred history. In that it was foretold, and in
is recorded, “that he was numbered with transgressors,” Isa. liii. 12.
xxii. 87. To this purpose speaks St. Paul, though somewhat mc
tiously than your critic. IIe was made, not indeed of sinful flesh,
the likeness of sinful flesh ; and though perfectly innocent, was left
dure the vengeance of the vilest miscreants.

Yes, my dear Theron, that glorious Person, whom the highest angel

¢ Isa. xxxv. 8. The word fools seems to denote persons of slow understan
dull apprehension, as Luke xxiv. 25 ; or else it signifies those who, for want of a ¢
education and the improvements of literature, are accounted fools by the sons of
as 1 Cor. i. 27. ,
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red as if he had been the criminal, the pain and punishment which we,
ivalent to that which we, the real criminals, should have suffered.” If
dder this, gives us a low idea—if to suffer this, was a deep abasement
' exceedingly high, and how immensely grand, is the goodness and
ice manifested therein! The lower you draw the arrow on the string,
tier flight it makes in the sky; and the greater our Lord’s humilia-
r us, the more wonderful and adorable his love to us.
r. As there cannot be a vicarious guilt, or as no one can be guilty in
ad of another; so there cannot be a vicarious punishment, or no one
: punished instead of another ; because punishment in its very nature,
ies guilt in the person who bears it.
« If you mean by guilt the consciousness of having committed a sin,
he internal defilement consequent upon it, we never suppose such a
ws guilt. It is not so much as intimated, that Christ was stung
he remorse, or stained with the pollution, of the adulterous David, the
ious Peter, and the persecuting S8aul ; but that he was treated by the
ous God as if he had perpetrated these, and all the crimes of all
ers, either in the past or succeeding ages.
1y guilt you mean the charge of a criminal action, and the obligation
fer the penalty, your assertion is nothing more than begging the
m. It nakedly affirms the very thing in debate; and bare affirm-
unsupported by evidence, are seldom admitted as decisive proofs.
n the other hand, are inclined to believe, that all our criminal actions
harged upon Christ, and that he suffered the punishment which they
ed. The former of these is not so properly called vicarious guilt, as
ilt—contracted by one, imputed to another. The latter we readily
to be vicarious punishment, sustained in their stead whose guilt was
«d. For both these points we have the authority of truth itself,
ng in the Scriptures. “The Lord laid on him the iniquities of us
rere is the imputation. * Christ has redecmed us from the curse of
v, being made a curse for us;” here is the vicarious punishment.
ou know to what casuists we submit the interpretation of these texts -
mon sense, and an honest heart.
r. Is not this shocking to suppose ? horrid to afirm? If the guilt
ally imputed to Christ, then punishment was his due. Justice might
1pon it, and he could not escape it.
. To suppose this, is so far from shocking my apprehension, that it
S, even on your own principles, right and necessary. Right, because
iment, as you yoursclf have declared, always connotes guilt ; I would
ither contracted, or at least imputed. And indeed the sufferings of
could not be of a penal nature, unless he endured them as under a
rof guilt. It is necessary to suppose this, otherwise how will you
ate the justice of God? He bid his sword awake, and smite the
1 Jesus, Zech. xiii. 7. But shall the judge of all the carth do wrong ?
he smite, where there is nothing but innocence ¢ no guilt, either per-
or imputed 2 That be far from him! The thought be far from us!
iereas, upon this supposition, it becomes a just and righteous thing,
5od should inflict, and that Christ should sustain, the most rigorous
hment. And I do not know but this might be the cause of our Lord’s
¢, when he was accused at Pilatc’s bar and at Ilerod’s judgment-scat.
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It is probable he considered himself as standing before a higher tribung
and responsible to eternal justice for the criminal actions of all his peopl
In this situation, and in this capacity, clear himself of personal demef
he could, clear himself of imputed guilt he could not. Therefore he
dumb, hc opened not his mouth. For though, as the Son of the Most
God, glory and immortality were his undoubted right ; yet, as the

for sinful men, tribulation and death were his condlgu portion.

And why should this be thought shocking ? It is not the least demglﬂ
to the transcendent excellency of Christ. It casts not the least stain om @
unspotted sanctity cither of his nature or his life. To bear sin as a vohal
tary surety, is infinitely different from committing it as an actual
gressor. To say Christ was punished for any irregularity of his own,
be false, impious, and horrid. To say that he was charged with our guil
and endured the pumshment due—in the pla.m and full sense of the wa
due—to our sins, is so far from being injurious to his dignity, that it
the proper honour to his mediatorial undertaking. It pays him the hts
of the highest obedicnce to his Father's will, the deepest humiliation of §

. own illustrious person, and the most bonndless benevolence to mankind.

Ther. God, is love, Aspasio, all love. Whereas you would

Asp. Not often interrupt a friend’s discourse. But I cannot forbear inte
posing a query on this occasion. Is therc, then, no just displeasure in d
Deity? What meancth that solemn denunciation of the supreme Lat
giver, ¢ The anger of the Lord shall smoke against that man ?” Deut. xxi
20. What meaneth that awful declaration of the apostle, “ The wrath:
God is revealed from heaven, upon all ungodliness and unrighteousness |
men ?* Rom. i. 18. Or in what sense are we to explain that alarmiy
interrogatory of the prophet, “ Who can stand-before his indignation? of
who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? Nah. i. 6. "Whence ocon]
those avenging visitations proceed, which destroyed Sodom and Gomord
with a tempest of fire? Gen. xix. 24.; which swept away so muf
thousands of the polluted Israclites with a raging pestilence ? Num. xxv. 8
and consigned over so many legions of rebellious angels to chains v
darkness.” _

Surely, Theron, if there be any determinate signification in language,
any lesson to be learned from the most tremendous judgments, it is, thy
the Lord, though free from all the discompoeure of passion, is neverthele
angry with the wicked, Psal. vii. 11. Deut. ix. 8; and will make lmpunt-
offenders feel the effects of his wise and holy mdlgnatxon

Ther. Does not your doctrine represent the all-merciful God as a ngm
being, who, when once displeased, will hardly be pacified ? Whereas, the Lo
himself declares by his prophet, “Fury is not in me.” Men of satirical w
would be apt to insinuate, that you had mistaken Jchovah for Moloch, ax
was crecting a Christian church in the valley of the son of Hinnom.

Asp. We take our representations of God, not from the vain conjectun
of men, but from the records of infallible truth. There he is described as
righteous God, a jealous God, Exod. xx. 5.; and to incorrigible sinners
consuming fire, Heb. xii. 29. ; though wonderfully condescending, yet tra:
scendently majestic, insomuch that none of the fallen race are permitted -
approach his throne, but only through the intervention of a great Mediatc
John xiv. 6. ; and without shedding of blood, even the blood of a persc

\
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ligher than the heavens, there is no remission of any offences, Heb. ix. 22.

vi. 26.

When the Lord says, *“Fury is not in me,” Isa. xxvii. 4., the words have
apeculiar reference to his church, which, in a preceding verse, ho had styled *a
npevard of red-wine.” The connexion seems to denote, that his ficree
mger was turned away from his people, on account of the satisfaction made
by their Saviour. Though his own people are the objects, not of his indig-

"mtion, but of his love, let no ungodly wretches audaciously presume: It is
ot 50 with them. They are *the briers and thorns*” mentioned in the
mext clause, cumberers of the ground, unprofitable and noxious. Them he
warns, them he challenges: “ Who will sct them in battle against me ?”
Let them come on ; they shall find it a fearful thing to fall into the hands
of the living God.

Nay, he will not stay for their approach: “I will march against them,”
is his threatening : * I will pass through them ; I will burn them together.”
This will certainly be the case, if not in the present, yet in a future world.
When once the master of the house is risen up, and has shut to the door,
mercy is gone for ever. Then nothing must be expected, nothing will then
be experienced, but * vengeance and fiery indignation, to devour the adver-
mrics of the gospel.” God will then “execute judgments in anger, and in
fary, and in furious rebukes,” Ezek. v. 15.; with such awful severity and
mmense glory, as will cause heaven to adore, and hell to tremble.

Yet in all this there is not the least tincture of that outrageous temper,
which in man we properly call fury. In man, fury unp]w an immoderate
degree of resentment, which will hearken to no reasoning, and accede to no
terms. The gospel account proves, even to a demonstration, that this has
w0 place in the divine nature.  So far from it, that God, though highly pro-
soked, has_provided an atonement, has made overtures of reconciliation to
b disobedient creatures, has even besought a guilty world to 'nccopt of
frgiveness. 2 Cor. v. 20.  This is the purport of that gracious invitation
which follows in the prophet : ** Let him,” let the wicked man, forsake his
way. and ¢ take hold of my strength ;7 let him fly to my crucified Son, who
is the power of God for the ml\'ltmn of sinners; d(.nm«r to his monf* by
fith. ax some poor delinquent to the horns of the '1]t.|r1~ Thus he ‘shall
wake peace ; all his iniquitics shall be forgiven, and all my displeasure shall
ke pacificd. So that the insinuations of our satirical gentlemen are as
gregivusly mistaken as they are shockingly worded.

Yon are a man of scnse, Theron, and esteem that character far above the
lle neputation of a wit. As such, let me ask you scriously, Is it not for
te honour of the divine Majesty to exercise justice as well as merey ?
Alwav« to pardon, and unever to pumsll. would be tameness, rather than
bem;mltv ; & renunciation of holiness, rather than a display of goodness

Or can it be right in us so extravagantly to magmify the amiable, as to

® There is a fine contrast between the vineyard and the thorns, at the same time a
regular contmmnong the metaphor. As nothing is more common than to sce the
Iatter shooting up amidst the former ; so nothing is more common than to have hypocrites
mtermingle themselves with believers.

+ This is the precise idea mcludcd in the onglnal P and the idea is as charming as
tie i Image is expresnve Isa. xxvii. 3 1 I\mgs i. -0
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depreciate, nay even annthil ate, the awful attnbutes of the Deity. B
says a poet, is the theology, not of Christians, but of infidels :

 Who set at odds heaven’s jarring attributes,
And with one excellence another wound ;
Maim heaven’s perfection, break its equal beams,
Bid mercy triumph over—God hunoelf,
Undeified by their opprobrious praise
A God all mercy is a God unjust. "—Ntyht Thoughts, No. iv.

Ther. But we have lately been told, that the pardoning grace ol
Lawgiver is not obstructed by any demands of law and justice;
can set them aside.

Asp. What! Set aside a law, which is holy, righteous, and M '
aside a justice, which is eternal, inflexible, and infinite !—St. Panl gi
very different solution of this difficulty. He tells us, not that God sebgf}
his law and his justice, “ but that he set forth the blessed Jesns for s
pitiation, through faith in his blood,” with this.express design, “
might declare his righteousness,” Rom. iii. 25.; might demonstrate, 4
only his clemency, but his justice, even that vindictive justice
essential character and principal office is to punish sin.

This seems to be the import of the word righteousness in the
connexion, and, I think, more than seems, if we consult the
verse : “ To declare, I say, at this time his righteousness; that he
be just®,” evidence himself to be strictly and inviolably nghtaou,h
administration of his government ; even while he is the dl-mﬂj

3

e v A Ei 2

gracious Justifier of the sinner that believeth in Jesus. A

plan, “mercy and truth meet together; righteousness and

other,” ‘Psal. lxxxv. 10.; all the attributes harmonize ; every attribubf
glorified, and not one superseded no, nor 8o much as clouded.

Ther. If some are verging to onc extreme, are not you inclining to 1
other? Our ears tingle, and our blood runs chill, at the very thoughim
80 severo a vengeance, on an object so worthy and illustrious. Besides, In
_can we suppose that the beneficent Creator and Preserver of men sha
‘take pleasure in the sufferings of the most unblamable person that a
existed ? especially since he himself has made this tender declaratiom,
will have mercy and not sacrifice,” Matt. ix. 13.

Asp. A tender declaration indeed it is; signifying, that.God is be
pleased with the duties of humanity and charity, than with the most o
dnd pompous train of sacrifices; nay, that he will even dispense withy
observance of his own ceremonial institutions, when they interfere withx

“exercise of beneficence one to another: thus resigning (so admirable is
goodness !) the services due to himself, for the beneﬁt. and comfort of
creatures. But all this has no sort of relation to the saerifice of Chua
which was the most noble, and the most acceptable oblation ever made
the King of heaven.

We are assured by a prophet, that it pleased the Lord to bruise hishs

* Rom. iii. 26. The attribute of justice must be preserved mviohte and inviolate

is preserved, if there was a real infliction of punishment on our Saviour. Nothing ¢

can ltllllomughly clear up this great evangelical paradox—‘‘Just, yet Justifier of
ungodly.”



l DIALOGUER IV, 57

child Jesus.” God not only gave up his Son to sufferings, but gave him up
with a divine complacency *. In like manner, the blessed Jesus addressed
himsolf to the dresdful task, not only without reluctance, but with the
wimost alacrity. “ I delight to do thy will,” was the language of his soul.
you ask, How could the Son take pleasure in undergoing, or the
in inflicting, such amaszing sorrows? No etherwise, than upon
of those grand and everlasting advantages which were to result
. "Amvengeme,'you-y, “such as makes our ears to tingle.”
is is the very thing intended, to awaken and alarm presumptuous
; that thuyoa“ may hear and fear, and do no more wickedly.”
such s meth ofdupmnggnoe,uuoalcnlatedtostnketbe
texror, even while it dm-uhea the brightest hope; strike the
on every persevering sinner, while it cherishes the brightest

» Ther. If one dmymnnhhdnﬁontedonmumdme,luhould, upon
A submimsive acknowlodgment, forgive his fault, and not insist upon
3 jon for the wrong. Will you make the Father of compassions
:-.nmbln" in his nature, moré rigid in his demands, than a human
-masber

‘When you have a servant that owes his being to your power, that
received innumerable benefits from your bounty, yet has offered you
inssmerablo affronts, all attended with the most aggravating circumstances,
md all in defiance of the most righteous threatenings; when you are
pessessed of infinite majesty, and unblemished sanctity; when truth invio-
Iable, and justice inflexible, are essential to your character; then, Theron,
the parallel will hold good, and your conduct shall be a pattern for the
pocedure of Jehovah.

Till then, you and I must be willing to forgive, because God has made
it our bounden duty; and because we have incomparably more to be for-
givem by the Judge of the world, than we can possibly remit to our fellow-
ereatures. In the mean time, you will allow the great God, who is glorious
ia boliness, to communicate his heavenly favours in a manner becoming
himeolf ; on such august and honourable terms, as shall maintain the rights
of his universal government, and manifest the glory of his adorable
stiributes.

Ther. Might not God have cancelled our transgressions, and received
fallem man into his favour, without any propitiation? To deny this, would
be to limit the Holy One of Israel, and impose conditions on that uncontrol-
lable Sovereign, “ who giveth no account of any of his matters.”

Asp. We need not embarrass ourselves by entering upon inquiries, which
may seem to lie beyond the limits of human understanding ;—enough for us
ts know, that this propitiation was absolutely necessary with regard to the
firt covenant. For as God had solemnly declared, “In the day thou eatest
thereof, dying thou shalt die,” his truth and justice stood engaged to

oxecute the threatening. And no second Adam could restoro the first,
but by taking this curse upon himself. !

l ® This is the idea included in the original word YD, Isa. liii. 10. ; which is but pooel

i
il
%

sad faintly represented by the BesAsras of the Septuagint.
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sligation to admit of a propitiatory sacrifice, but might, without any dimi-
mtion of his dignity, have left all mankind to perish in their sins. It is
fee with regard to the obnoxious creatures who are pardomed; for it is
vouchsafed without any satisfaction demanded at their hands, or any penalty
iaflicted on their persons. It is in this respect also free, that an interest in
{dhe great atonement is granted to us, without the least merit, or any deserv-
img qualifications of our own. :

In all this, God is not only merciful, but most tenderly and immensely
merciful.  And will any one calumniate this adorable method of exercising
wercy, because provision is also made for the glory of God's truth, God’s
Moliness, and supreme authority ?

Ther. Does not your notion of a propitiatory sacrifice derogate from the
goodness of the Almighty Father, and transfer all our obligations to the
- mearnate Son ?

4sp. I8 there not goodness in allowing a substitute to suffer in our stead?
Is there not still greater goodness in providing a substitute for us, without
ay solicitation on our part? Is there not the very highest exertion of
- geodness, in appointing a dear, an only, an incomparably excellent Son for

the purpose ? This marvellous scheme, far, very far from obscuring, most
flustriously displays the superabundant loving-kindness of the Father.

“ God so0 loved the world,” apostate and polluted as it was—How did he
bre it? To a degree unutterable by any tongue, inconceivable by any
imagination, and only to be expressed by the infinitely precious cffects :—
Loved it s0, “ that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
@ him should not perish, but have everlasting life,” Jobn iii. 16. And does
{his derogate from the goodness of the Almighty Father, to give not barely °
pardon and life, but give them through the hands, nay, through the wounds,
the agonies, the death of his divinest, dearest Son ?

Such privileges, vouchsafed on any terms, must challenge the devoutest
acknowledgments. But when attended with this additional demon-
snation of favour, they are enough to inflame us with gratitude, and
transport us with admiration. They not only manifest, but commend * the
divine love ; shew it to the greatest advantage, in the highest perfection,
with every circumstance of recommendation and endearment. By this
means, blessed God!- thou hast unspeakably enhanced thy benefits! thou
hast rendered them, though invaluable in themselves, exccedingly more so
by the manner of conferring them ! ’

Ther. Again in your elevations, Aspasio? The world, you know, is
grown very rational and inquisitive ; will admit nothing but upon clear
evidence and full conviction. We expect, in all religious inquiries, not the
flights of fancy or the sallies of zeal, but a sobriety of reason and solidity of

nt.

Asp. The world, rational as it is, seems by the taste of the present age,
o enemy to works of fancy. The world therefore may not be displeased
with an affecting ‘story. And a story, suitable to the occasion, just occurs

* Rom. v. 8. Zowemnor. It seems to be an image taken from the practice of tradesmen,
who, in shewing their goods, point put their excellencies, and set in the clearest light
whatever may bespeak their worth, or recommend them to the purchaser. -
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to my mmd such as may serve to shadow forth, though very faintly,
bemgmty and grace of our crucified Lord.

An Asiatic queen, departing this life, left behind her three accomplis
sons, all arrived to years of maturity. - The young princes were at strife 1
should pay the highest respect to their royal mother's memory. To §
scope for their generous contention, they agreed to meet at the plac
her interment, and there present the most honourable gift they knew 1
to devise or were able to procure.—The eldest came and exhibited a sm
tuous monument, consisting of the richest materials, and ornamented w
the most exquisite workmanship. The second ransacked all the beaw
of the blooming creation ; and offered a garland of such admirable colo
and delightful odours, as had never been seen before. The youngest
peared without any pompous preparation, having only a crystal basin
one hand, and a silver bodkin in the other. As soon as he approached
temb, he threw open his breast; pierced a vein that lay opposite to
heart ; received the blood in the transparent vase ; and with an air of af
tionate reverence, placed it on the beloved parent’s monument. The ep
tators, struck with the sight, burst into a shout of general applause, 1
immediately gave the preference to this last oblation.

If it was reckoned such a singular expression of love, to expend a few
those precious drops for the honour of a parent; O how matchless, h
ineffable, was the love of Jesus, in pouring out all his vital blood for -
salvation of enemies !

Ther. My greatest objection is still to come. If Christ suffered in .
stead, he must suffer that yery punishment which was due to our iniquit
This your orthodox divines affirm to be incomparably worse than boc
death ; to be nothing less than the everlasting displeasure of God.

Asp. The punishment due to our iniquities, was shame, death, and
divine wrath.

As for shame—Was ever shame like that shame which our despx
Redeemer bore? Though Prince of the kings of the earth, yet born i
stable, and laid in a manger. When an infant, exiled from his own coun
and a vagabond in a foreign land. Wheu engaged in the discharge of
ministry, accused of the most flagitious crimes, and branded with the bla
est-mames. When brought to his exit, apprehended as a thief ; condem
as a malefactor, nay, the vilest of malefactors, a robber and a murdere
preferred before him. His executioners poured contempt upon all his ver
able offices. As a king, they ridiculed him, by putting a mock sceptre i
his hand, and crowning him with ragged thorns * instead of a royal diad
They vilified his prophetic character, by hoodwinking his eyes, striking
blessed head, and then asking in cruel derision, “who it was that smote hin
They cast reproach upon his priestly undertaking, when they sharpe
their tongues with malicious irony, and shot out those bitter words, *

* To have crowned the blessed Jesus with straw, would have been a vile insult,
treating him like an ambitious madman. But to crown him with keen, pungent, lact
ing thorns, was adding cruelty to their insults ; unheard-of barbarity to the most .
temptuous mocl(ery, Matth. xxvi. 29.

t+ Scornfully insinuating, that his sacred prophetic office was fit for nothing, b
serve such despicable purposes, Matth. xxvi. 68,
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mved others, himself he cannot save,” Matth. xxvii. 42. To render his
isfamy as public as it was shocking, they hung him on a tree ; and exposed
im, defiled as he was with spitting, and disfigured with wounds, to the
{guing eyes and contumelious scoffs of numberless spectators.
If you doubt whether Christ sustained the wrath of God, let us follow
to the garden of Gethisemene—A scene, which I would always recol-
when I walk along the fertile vale, or expatiate amidst the flowery gar-
4=, or enjoy the delights of any rural retirement.—He had no remorse to
s his conscience ; yet fearfulness and trembling came upon him.
%o violence was offered to his sacred person; yet a horrible dread over-
vhelmed him. It was night, cold night; and though our divine Master
ky prostrate upon the earth, amidst the fall of chilling dews, he sweat—
sweat blood—sweat great drops of blood, running down in reeking streams
b the ground !—*“ He was anointed with the oil of gladness above his fel-
lows,” Psal. xlv. 7. ; yet so insupportable was his affliction, that he could
mot forbear crying out, “ My soul is sorrowful—exceeding sorrowful—sor-
wwfal even unto death!” Matth. xxvi. 38. What cause, what adequate
aose, can be assigned for this amazing anguish? None but the wrath of
ks Almighty Father, who was now become an inexorable Judge, and
treated him no longer as the Son of his love, but as the Surety for unnumbered
millions of guilty creatures.
Ther. Was it possible that the innocent and holy Jesus, the dearly be-
loved Son of God, should be an object of his Father’s wrath ?

4Asp. Tt was not only possible, but unavoidable and necessary : unavoid-
able, with respect to the divine holiness; necessary, for the procurement of
our redemption. Sin was charged upon Christ ; all the sins of all believers,
inall ages and places of the world. And could the infinitely righteous God
behold such a deluge of iniquities, (those abominable things which he hateth,)
without expressing his displeasure? Or could the blessed Jesus be punished,
tnly punished for them, without any painful sensation of their horrid evil,
ud of that tremendous indignation which they deserved ?

If this was not the case, who can maintain the dignity of his conduct
loring the agony in the garden? Was there no pouring out of the divine
lispleasure ? Then his behaviour in that hour of trial did not equal the
strepidity of the three Hebrew youths, who continued calm, and without
he least perturbation, while the furnace was heated into seven-fold rage,
Jan. iii. 16, 17, 18. But if this was the time in which, no created arm
eing strong enough to give the blow, it pleased the Lord to bruise him,”
m liii. 10.; if the Most High God “bent his bow like an enemy, and
ood with his right hand as an adversary,” Lam. ii. 4.; it is easy to
scount for the prodigious consternation of our Redeemer. It is not to be
'ondered, that hisheart, though endued with otherwise invincible fortitude,
wuld become like melting wax. For who knoweth the power of that
rrath, at which ¢ the pillars of heaven tremble ?” Job xxvi. 11. ‘

Ah! Theron, the vinegar and the gall which they gave him to drink,
rere not half so hitter as the cup of his Father's wrath ; yet, for our sake,
e drank it off to the very dregs. The nails that picrced his hands, and the
pear that cleft his heart, were not half so sharp as the frowns of his_etcmal
father’s countenance ; which, for our consolation, he patiently submitted to
ear.—He was rent with wounds, and racked with pain; his bones were
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dislocated, and hisnerves convulsed ; athousand thomy daggers were plantedia
his temples, and life flowed out at ten thousand gushing veins. Yet thiy
all this was gentle, was lenient, in comparison of those inexpressible M
which penetrated his very soul. The former fetched not a single com
from his mouth ; the latter wrung from his breaking heart that passionats.
exclamation, *“ My God! my God! why hast thou forsaken me?”—y
Astonishing words! Surely, a distress, beyond all imagination grievous®;
uttered them. Surely, the vengeance, not of men, but of heaven itself, extorted
them. Every syllable of which speaks what the mourning prophet descxibes,
“Ts it nothing to you, all ye that pass by ? Behold and see, if there ba
any sorrow like unto my sorrow, wherewith the Lord hath afflicted me in
the day of his fierce anger ?” Lam. i. 12.

Here now is our whole punishment endured ; the shame of the cross, a.ﬂ
the sorrows of death ; the suspension of the Almighty’s favour, and the
terrible scnsations of his wrath.

Ther. Boit so. Yet all this amounts to no more than part of paymenk
For these sufferings were transient, temporary only, not eternal. Therefom
the main circumstance, the most bitter ingredient, was wanting.

Asp. 1n the estimate of divine justice, and in point of penal satisfactiom
they were equivalent to our endless punishment ; especially if we conside:
the severity of the sufferings and the dignity of the sufferer.

The severity of the sufferings.— At the last day, all those fierce eruptivn
flames, which have raged in Etna, in Vesuvius, and in every burni
mountain throughout the world ; all those confined subterrancan fires,
have su terribly shaken the foundations of Jamaica, Sicily, and Constant.
noplo—in a word, the whole element of fire, however employed through alf
tho revolutions of time, wherever diffused through all the regions of the
globe, will then be collected from all quarters, and burst forth in one ves;
resistless, general conflagration. In some such manner, all that wrsth
which was due to the innumerable multitude of sinners, redeemed from
overy kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation, which, if executed og
the offending creatures, had been prolonged to eternal ages—all that wrath
was contracted into one inconceivably dreadful blaze, and at once poured ow
upon the interposing Surety ; at once flamed forth on our heavenly victim
This will appear more than probable, if, among other particulars, we com
template the unequalled magnanimity of our Lord, who is styled * the Lio
of the tribe of Judah,” Rev. vi. 5. and compare it with his bloody sweat @
the garden, and his exceeding bitter cry on the cross +.

The dignity of the Sufferer.—llad our Saviour's sufferings been the suffes
ings of a mere man, or of the most exalted angel, I acknowledge they coul

* To heighten our idea of this dlstrccs, the evangelists make use of the most forcib
words—ngara infapSurfus, he was seized with the most alarming astonishment—adnxer
he was overwhelmed with insupportable dejection—esgrves;, he was besieged on all side
as it were, with an army of invading sorrows—He wrestled, amidst strong cries and teax
not only with the malice of men and rage of devils, but with the infinitely more dread:
indignation of God: he wrestled even unto an agony of spirit, s» ayawa. All these ci
cumstances of horror and anguish, constitute what a celebrated poet very justly styles,

** A weight of woe more than ten worlds could bear !’’

t 1 think the language of the Greek liturgy is the language of strict propriety, as we
as of fervent devotion, Al ayrewvar cov walnuaran. The sufferings of our Lord are, i
their measure and weight, to us unknown ; absolutely beyond the reach of human imagi
ation.
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ave borne no proportion to our demerit. It were impossible for a finite being
» sustain the wrath, or discharge the debt. But they were the sufferings of
be Prince of Heaven, and the Lord of Glory; before whom all men are as
fust, and all angels as worms.—Was an infinite Majesty offended? An in-
inite Mediator atoned. Weigh the dignity, the immense dignity of the
Redeemer’s person, against the everlasting duration of our punishment, and
t will not only counterbalance, but preponderate. Finite creatures can
sever make an infinite satisfaction; no, not through the most unlimited
revolution of ages. Whereas, when our divine Lord undertook the work,
being truly and properly infinite, he finished it at once. So that his sufferings,
though temporary, have an all-sufficiency of merit and efficacy. They are,
in this respect, parallel ; nay, on account of the infinitude of his nature, they
are more than parallel to an eternity of our punishment.

It was Emmanuel, it was the incarnate God, who purchased the church,
ad redeemed sinners, with his own blood, Acts xx. 28. The essential gran-
deur of our Saviour communicated its ennobling influence to every tear he

_thed, to every sigh he heaved, and every pang he felt.

This renders his sufferings a perfect, as their vicarious nature renders them
s proper, satisfaction. And though “the wood of Lebanon was not sufficient to
lmn, nor all the beasts thereof sufficient for a burnt offering,” Isa. xl. 16.
this sacrifice fully answers the exigence of the case. The sacrifice sends up
a ever acceptable odour to the skies, and diffuses its sweet perfume through
all generations; such as appeases heaven, and revives the world.

Yes, Theron, you must give me leave to repeat the delightful truth: It
was “ the great God, even our Saviour Jesus Christ, who gave himself for
m,” Tit. ii. 13, 14. His sacrifice, therefore, must be inconceivably merito-
rious. O that sinners, the vilest of sinners, knew its all-sufficient efficacy !
they would no longer be holden in the bonds of iniquity by that destruc-
tive suggestion of the devil, * There is no hope,” Jer. ii. 25.

Ther. What valuable end could such vicarious sufferings accomplish ?
Suppose God absolutely inexorable, and they cannot avail. Suppose him
divinely merciful and they are needless.

Asp. The difficulty you propose, I think, has been obviated already; so that
Ihave no occasion to solve your dilemma, but only to answer your query.
These sufferings, as a punishment, gave ample satisfaction to the divine
violated law; as a sacrifice, they perfectly reconciled us to our offended God;
a8 a price, they redeemed us from every evil, and purthased for us a title to
all good.

This is a subject of the most distinguished importance. Let not my Theron
imagine I would abuse his patience, if I dwell a moment longer on the fa-
vourite topic. I might enumerate many ends, all magnificent and gracious,
sccomplished by this wonderful expedient. I content myself with specifying
sfew; but those, such as bring the highest glory to God, administer the most
wlid comfort to man, and most effectually promote the interests of picty.

In this we have a manifestation of the most awful justice, and at the
ame time a display of unbounded goodness. Awful justice; in that the
meat and terrible God, though determined to cxercise mercy, would exercise
t only in such a manner as might vindicate the authority of his law, might
estify the purity of his nature, and declare the inviolable faithfulness of
is word. Unbounded goodness ; in that he withheld not his Son, his only
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Son, but freely gave him up for us all; gave up “the brightness of hiy
glory,” to be covered with infamy; gave up “the beloved of his soul,” §§
expire in agonies ; on purpose to obtain honour and immortality for a|
men. The torments inflicted on all the damned in hell, are not so
a monument of God's justice, as those dying agonies of the Iord Jem
Christ. Nor could a thousand worlds conferred on mankind, have
such an act of superabundant munificence as that gift of his ever-
Son.

Look we for power and wisdom ? To uphold the humanity of
under all the studied cruelties of men, under the insatiate rage of
and the far more tremendous curse of the divine law*; to conqneram, ‘_
death, and hell, by a person bound with fetters, nailed to a tree, and
in weakness; to expiate by one offering, the innumerable millions of
committed by all his people, from the beginning to the end of time: was
this power! matchless power! astonishing power! And as for
how admirable was the contrivance, which could harmonize the
opposite claims of mercy and of justice! and not only satisfy each,
magnify both! Had punishment becn executed in all its rigour on th
sinner’s person, mercy had lost her amiable honours. Had the sinner bess
restored to favour, without any penalties sustained either by himself or his
Surety, justice had been set aside as an insignificant attribute. Whm
by our Lord’s vicarious and expiatory sufferings, both are m
and both are exalted. Thercfore the Scripture affirms, that God hath nof
only excrcised, but abounded in wisdom and prudence ; nay, hath l.bounM
in all wisdom and prudence, Eph. i. 8. by this combination of righ
vengeance and triumphant grace, which is at once so honourable to hi
and so advantageous to his people.

Ther. < Advantageous to his people.”—I am glad you are come to tllﬁ]
point. This is what I want to have cleared up. I am for those doctnnd
which glorify God by doing good to man. Give me the religion whoss'
aspect is benign, and whose agency is beneficial : not like a meteor, to damle
us with a vain glitter ; or like a comet, to terrify us with a formidable glare;
but like yonder sun, whose beams shed light, and life, and joy all around.

Asp. If this be what you seek, and what you prize, the Christian religion,
this doctrine in particular, will answer your warmest expectations, and
challenge your highest esteem ; for it is rich with benefits of the most
needful, the most desirable, and most exalted kind.—The first and
blessing is pardon of sins ; pardon, not of small sins only, but of the most
aggravated, the most horrid, the most enormous. Be they flaming as
scarlet, be they foul as the dunghill, be they black as hell itself, —yet they
shall be as the spotless wool, or as the virgin snows, Isa.i. 18. They shall
“be as though they had never been.” Pardon, not of a few, but of all
sins. Be they numerous as the hairs of our head, numerous as the stars of
heaven, numerous as the sands upon the sea-shore, the blood of Jesus Christ
cleanseth from them all, 1 John i. 7.

Hereby we have the victory over death, and admittance into’eternal life.
For thus saith the holy apostle concerning the poor sojourners in clay:

® Isa. xliii. 6. ‘I the Lord will hold thine hand, and will keep thee.” This is spoken
of the Messiah. .
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ng therefore the children were partakers of flesh and blood, he also
k of the same; that, by undergoing death, he might destroy him
ad the power of death, that is the devil; and deliver those who,
h fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage,” Heb. ii. 14,
And thus sith the venerable elder concerning the glorified saints in
“ These are they who came out of great tribulation; and they have
1 their robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb; there-
e they before the throne,” Rev. vii. 14. )
'Philistines rejoiced when Samson, the destroyer of their country, was
ed into their hands. How much greater reason have we to rejoice,
he blessod Jesus has vanquished our last enemy ! has made death the
' of endless life, and the grave a gate to eternal glory! Joseph had
o be glad, when he put off his prison-garments, and was clothed with
of raiment ; when he was brought from the dungeon to the palace,
noured with a seat at the right hand of the king. But is it not an
arably richer blessing, to have our robes washed in redeeming blood,
r souls cleansed from all guilt? Is it not an incomparably higher
ement, to be admitted into the blissful presence, and to poseess the
ting kingdom of God ?
omprehend all in a word.—Hereby are procured, even for the most
hy creatures, all the benefits of the new covenant. Therefore the
€ Christ is styled by a prophet, *the blood of thy covenant,” Zech.
by an apostle, the blood of the everlasting covenant,” Heb. xiii. 20:
t Lord himself says, “ this is the new covcnant in my blood,” Luke
). Isita privilege to know God, the infinitely amiable centre and
of all perfection? Is it a most valuable endowment to have his
at into our minds, and written on our hearts? Is it a branch of rcal
to have our numberless sins forgiven, and not one of our iniquities re-
red any more? Is it the compendium of all happiness to have God
portion and our exceeding great reward? to be his peculiar treasure,
ing and beloved people ? Heb. viii. 10—12. Of all these we may
hey are the purchase of Immanuel’s blood ; and whoever is truly in-
1 in the one, is unquestionably entitled to the other.
), then, would refuse so comfortable——
~. Too comfortable, we might imagine, to be either true in itself or
its consequences. Must it not tend to imbolden the sinner in the
tion of his viccs? Who need scruple to transgress, or be very solici-
repent, if an all-atoning sacrifice has been offered for every kind and
legree of wickedness ?
Would you have sinners intimidated ? Nothing speaks such terror
thildren of disobedience, as the bitter passion and accursed death of
Al the rhetorical aggravations of sin, with regard to its loathsome

and exccrable vileness; all the severity of vengeance, executed upon
us angels or wicked men ; all, all are weak and inexpreseive, com-
rith the dreadful emphasis of this great transaction. For, if the Lord
ty spared not his own Son, when guilt was not found in him, but
puted to him; how much less shall he sparcin corrigible offenders, who
bitually commit, and obstinately persist in, their daring impietle-!?

¥ repentance, you mean an ingenuous sorrow for our transgressiont
- is 80 likely to break the stony, or melt the icy heart, as these dol#

F
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ful effects of sin. Let us imagine ourselves present at Calvary and standy
by the Cross. See! the innocent, the amiable, the illustrious Saviour,

on a tree—a tree, torturous as the rack, and ignominious as the gibbet!
his face is foul with spitting, and his sides are torn with the scourge.
veins stream with blood, and his heart is wounded with anguish.

hangs, abandoned by his friends, reviled by his enemies, and forsaken
by his God. Can we reflect that we, even we, were the caunse of this i
solable misery, and not fcel remorse in our consciences, or sorrow in &
minds ? Can we reflect, that for us, for us he bore this amazing torment, “
not smite our breasts, or be pained at our very souls?

If, by repentance, you mean a thorough renunciation of all mlqmty,
motive is so cffectual to divorce the heart from every abominable idol,
divert the fect from cvery evil way, as an attentive consideration of our I
deemer’s death. 'Whose indignation does not rise against the infamous wrel
that betrayed the blessed Jesus? who is not ready to detest those envenow
tongues which accused him, and those barbarous hands which crucified hiif
How then can we cherish those horrid lusts, which were the principal acli
in this deepest of tragedies? how can we caress, how can we entertain, hy
can we endure, those execrable iniquities, which were the betrayers and ﬂ
derers of the Prince of Life? ¢ He bore our sins in his own” bleeding,
“body on the tree,” not that we should be imboldened to repeat them,
incited to abhor them, and induced to forsake them ; that in our
and our affections, we should not only be averse, but even ‘“‘dead to
1 Pet. ii. 24.

If you would have benevolence, your favourite principle, take place s
operate, it is impossible to urge so endearing a persuasive to universal
will, as this ‘“kindncss and love of God our Saviour,” Tit. iii. 4.
can we indulge the sallies of resentment, or harbour the seeds of ani
when the meek, the merciful, the infinitely gracious Redeemer, laid
his life for his bitterest enemics ? How can we treat with contempt or ind§
ferenco even the meanest of mankind, since our divine Master gave his
glorious person for vile wretches, and miserable sinners? Never was there§
winning a call to disinterested charity, as the amiable example of
never so binding a cement of brotherly love, as the blood of the ‘
Jesus. !

In short, would you have people possessed of every heavenly virtne, #
animated to the practice of every good work ? Nothing administersi
powerful an incitement to them all, as a lively and appropriating senss{
this wondrous grace. Sct home by the Iloly Ghost*, it produces such a wa
gratitude, and such a heartfelt joy, as are far more operative than the me
awful threutenings, or the most cogent reasonings. So that, qulte contrm
to your suspicions, the native tendency of this excellent doctnne is, to suppre
ungodliness and promote piety.

Observe how the present calm evening, yonder mild declining sun, and tha

* The reader will give me leave, on this occasion, to subjoin the noble doxology of
Church ; which, when thus applied, may be an excellent means, both of exprelung
gmtltnde, and quickening our devotion. ‘¢ Glory be to the Father,” for provi
all-sufficient atonement, and giving his Son to save a ruined world. * Glory be to the
for humbling himself to the death of the cross, and obtaining eternal redemption for
ners.  *‘ Glory be to the Holy Ghost,” for testifying of Christ in our hearts, and

propriating this great salvation to our souls.
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1y breezes, have unlocked the flowery prisons, and detached a pro-
"odours through the air; have inspirited the little songsters of the
ad fetched lavish harmony from their throats. So sweetly will a
ef in Jesus Christ, and him crucified, draw forth all the powers of
. in acts of ready and cheerful obedience. He is therefore said, not
justify, but also to “sanctify the people with his blood,” Heb.

s consider the death of Christ, in this its full grandeur and extensive
and we shall discern the admirable propriety of the apostle’s remark,
ame him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things,
ing many sons unto glory, to make the Captain of their salvation
hrough sufferings,” Heb. ii. 10. It became ; as an act of sovereignty
it comported with the dignity, and emblazoned (if I may so speak)
mprehensible majesty of his perfections. As an execution of impar-
reance on our Surety, it asserted the rights of divine government,
red the utmost veneration to the divine law. As an emanation of
ilgence to us, it redressed all our misery, and retrieves our whole
1. In each, in every respect, it is worthy of the most grateful and
acceptance from sinful man, and such as will be had in everlasting
1y the choirs of saints, and the host of angels.

I thank you, Aspasio. Your arguments have not indeed con-
ie, but they have strengthened my faith. I never was so unhappily
1, as to disbelieve the satisfaction made by our Lord Jesus Christ ;
divine justice ; made for the sins of the world. But I now see
arly its reasonableness and importance ; its cheering aspect on the
mscience, and its benign influence on the moral conduct.

I congratulate you, dear Theron, from my inmost soul, on your
1 conviction of this important truth. May you have still more ex-
ind generous views of the glorious article! and may every renewed
more and more influential on your heart !

ing, ravishing thought ! to have him for our bleeding victim! him
great propitiation ! at whose feet the armies of heaven bow, and the
t light adore! Reviving, ravishing thought ; to have all our punish-
stained, and the whole curse of the law exhausted ; so that justice
o demand no more! Nay, to have so perfect a ransom paid for our
don, that it is not barely an act of favourable indulgence, but of the
righteousness * also, to pardon, accept, and glorify the believer.

a method of reconciliation, how fully docs the judgment acquiesce,
v securely the conscience rest !
se me, Theron. My affections are again upon the soar. But I-clip
ings.—Only let me ask, Is not this doctrine the grand peculiarity
gospel, by which it stands distinguished from every other religion
d in the world! Is it not the central point, in which all the lines
" unite, and from which all the rays of consolation proceed? Strike

erefore the apostle says, *“ God is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,”” 1 John
‘ithfal ; because he had promised this blessing, by the unanimous voice of all his
3. Just; surely, then, he will punish ! No ; for this very reason he will pardon.
1y seem strange ; but, upon the evangelical principles of atonement and redemp-
is apparently true ; because, when the debt is paid, or the purchase is ‘made, it is
1 of equity to cancel the bond, and consign over the purchased possession.

r2
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this article from the creed, and you reduce the mystery of

system of ethics ; you degrade the Christian church into a school of

phy. To deny the expiation made by our Redeemer’s sacrifice, is to o

the brightest manifestation of divine benignity, and to undermine the
cipal pillar of practical religion! is to make a desperate shlpwreck of ¢
cverlastmg interests, and to dash (such, I fear, it will be found in the foy
issue of things) oursclves to death on the very rock of salvation. e

Ther. Now, I believe, it is time to repau- homewards. And I hope i
will be no disagreeable exchange, if we resign our seat on the mount h‘
place in the dmmg-room

Asp. Pray, let me inquire, as we walk along, (for I was unwi]lmg.
interrupt our discourse, merely to grntlfy my cunoslty), what may be #)
design of yonder edifice, which rises on a small eminence near the publ
road ? it is neither a tower, nor a dwelling-house ; but looks like a statel
column, erected on purpose to beautify the prospect.

Ther. 1t isa sort of monumental pile, erected, as the story goes, on a v&
memorable occasion. Queen Eleanor accompanied king Edward the Fin
to (what was called) the holy war ; in which he gained signal ad
over the infidels, and acquired a large share of renown to himself.
many gallant exploits performed in the field, a treacherous and
Saracen, demanding admittance into his chamber under pretence of
business, wounded him with an impoisoned dagger; the conseq )
which, his physicians declarcd, must be inevitableand speedy death, unles
poison was sucked out by some human mouth. This might possibly y
serve the royal patient, but would be cxtremely dangerous to the o

Dangemus as it was, his queen claimed the office ; insisted upon it as
consort’s right ; and exccuted it so faithfully, that sho saved the king's]
—=s0 happily, that shc lost not her own. After this, she returned to ’
lived many years, and bore several children. But sooner or later
itself must pay the debt to nature. Dying on a journey to Scotland;
was brought back to the last and long home of our English mo
Wherever her corpse rested in the way to its interment, a structure ¢
(as you now behold) was raised, in order to perpetuate the memory of
conjugal affection.

Asp. And should not our hearts be a monument of gratitude to @
blessed Jesus, who drew the deadly venom, not from our veins, but
the immortal part of our nature ; and not at the hazard, but at the loes,
certain and unavoidable loss of his precious life? He opened his
opened his very soul, to the kecnest arrows of vindictive justice ; thd
transfixing him, they might drop short of us; “ the poison whereof drm
up his spirits,” Job. vi. 4, that the balm of peace might refresh ours.

O, my Theron ! let our memories be the tablet to record this unexampl
instance of compassion and goodness. Let our affections dwell upon €
tragical, the delightful history ; till they melt into contrition, and are i
flamed with love. If we want an inscription, let us make use of those not

* Westminster Abbey.
1 One of these structures stands on the high-road near Northampton. A Latin{
scription informs the traveller concerning its occasion and design :— ’
‘* In perpetuam Regine Eleanors
Conjugalis amoris memoriam.*
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, which, in the finest climax imaginable, describe the magnificence and
. of this astonishing transaction:— o

“ Survey the wondrous cure,

And at each step let higher wonder rise.

Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon
Through means that speak its value infinite!

A pardon bought with blood ! with blood divine !
With blood divine of him I made my foe!
Persisted to provoke! Though woo'd and awed,
Bleseed and chastised, a flagrant rebel still |

Nor I alone ! iAnbelm;i:ene! ’

My species up in arms! Not one exempt !

Ye’t for the foulest of the foul he dies l"l,t

Night Thoughts, No. iv.

DIALOGUE V.

pas1o having some lotters of importance to answer, as soon as the cloth
aken away, retired from table. His epistolary engagements being dis-
ed, he inquired for Theron. The servants informed him that their
r had walked into the garden. A very little search found him seated
airy mount, and sheltered by an elegant arbour.

ong and substantial plants of laburnum formed the shell, while tho
or and flexile shoots of syringa filled up the interstices. Was it to
liment, as well as to accommodate their worthy guests, that they
vove the luxuriant foliage? Was it to represent those tender but
attachments, which had united their affections, and blended their
sts? I will not too positively ascribe such a design to the disposition
1 branches. They composed, however, by their twining embraces, no
ressive emblem of the ondcarments and the advantages of friondship.
composed a canopy of the freshest verdure, and of the thickest texture ;
ck, that it entirely excluded the sultry ray, and shed both a cool
hment, and an amusive gloom ; while every unsheltercd tract glared
light, or fainted with heat.

u enter by an easy ascent of stops, lined with turf, and fenced with a
irade of sloping bay trees. The roof was a fine concave, peculiarly
ed and stately. Not embossed with sculpture, not mantled over with
rork, not incrusted with splendid fresco ; but far more delicately
ed with the syringa’s silver tufts, and the laburnum’s flowering gold,
: large and lovely clusters, gracefully pendent from the leafy dome,
sing their sweets to the delighted bee, and gently waving to the balmy
1 of spring, gave the utmost enrichment to the charming bower.

fing theentrance lay a spacious grassy walk, terminated by an octangular
with a curious jet-d’ean playing in the centre. The waters, spinning
he lower orifices, were attenuated into innumerable little threads, which
sed themselves in an horizontal direction, and returned to the rescrvoir
drizzling shower. Those which issued from the higher tubes and
apertures, either sprung perpendicularly, or spouted obliquely, and
d as they fell several lofty arches of liquid crystal, all glittcring to the;
ud cooling to the air. - 1
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Parallel to the walk ran a parterre, planted with an assemblage of flow
which advanced onc above another in regular gradations of height, of dign
and of beauty. First, a row of daisies, gay as the smile of youth, and
as the virgin snows. Next, a range of crocuses, like a long stripe of ye}|
satin, quilted with threads, or diversified with sprigs of green. A supe
order of ranunculuses, each resembling the cap of an earl’s coronet, replenig
the third story with full blown tufts of glossy scarlet. Beyond this, a ny
elevated line of tulips* raised their flourished heads, and opened
enamelled cups ; not bedecked with a single tint only, but glowing with
intermingled variety of almost every radiant hue. Above all arose &
noble ornament of a royal escutcheon, the fleur-de-lucs, bright with ethexy
blue, and grand with imperial purple; which formed, by ite graceful p
jections, a cornice or a capital of more than Corinthian richness, and i
parted the most consummate beauty to the blooming colonnade.

The whole, viewed from the arbour, looked like a rainbow painted up
the ground, and wanted nothing to rival that resplendent arch, only {
boldness of its sweep, and the advantage of its ornamental curve.

To this agreeable recess Theron had withdrawn himself. Here he
musing and thoughtful, with his eye fixed upon a picture representing sa
magnificent ruins. 'Wholly intent upon this speculation, he never peroeit
the approach of Aspasio till he had reached the summit of the mount,
was ready to take a seat by his side.

Asp. Lost, Theron ! quite lost in thought! and unaffected with all th
amiable objects! insensible amidst this profusion of beauties, which, f
every quarter, make their court to your senses! Methinks, the snad
cynic in his tub could hardly put on a greater scverity of aspect than |
polite philosopher in his blooming Eden.

Ther. Ah! my dear fricnd, these flowery toys, which embellish {
garden, are familiar to my eye, and therefore cheap in my esteem. I bels
them frequently, and for that reason fecl but little of the pleasing surpr
which they may possibly awaken in a stranger. Something like this we
experience with regard to events infinitcly more worthy our admiring noti
Else, why are we not struck with a mixture of amazement, veneration, a
delight, at the grand machinery and magnificent productions of nature ?

That the hand of the Almighty should wheel round the vast terrests
globe, with such prodigious rapidity and exact punctuality, on purpose
produce the regular vicissitudes of day and night, on purpose to bring
the orderly succession of seed-time and harvest! We wonder when
read of the Israelites sojourning forty years in the desert, marching ba
ward and forward over its burning sands, and find neither their clot
waxing old, Deut. viii. 4, by solong a use, nor their feet swelling with s
painful journeys, Neh. ix. 21 : yet we are neither impressed with won¢
nor affected with gratitude, when we enjoy the benefits of the air, wh
clothes the earth, as it were, with a garment ; which has neither contrac

* Here is, it must be confessed, some little deviation from the general laws of
season ; some anachronism in the annals of the parterre. The flowers united in
representation do not, according to the usual process of nature, make their appears
together. However, as, by the economy of a skilful gardener, they may be thus a
ciated, I hope the possibility of the thing will screen my flowery productions from
blasts of censure.
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any noxious taint through tho extensive revolution of almost six thousand
years, nor suffered any diminution of its natural force, though exercised in a
series of unremitted activity ever since the elementary operations began.

This draught in my hand shows us the instability of the grandest, most
laboured monuments of human art. They are soon swept away among the
other feeble attempts of mortality ; or remain only, as you see here, in
shattered ruins, memorials of the vain and powerless ambition of the builders.
How strange then, that a structure, incomparably more tender and delicate,
should be preserved to old age and hoary hairs! That the bodily machine,
which is 80 exquisite in its frame, so complicated in its parts, and performs
%0 many thousands of motions every moment, should continue unimpaired,
yet act without intermission, so many days and weeks, and months and
years! How strange all this; yet, because common, how seldom does it
excite our praise, or so much as engage our notice !

Asp. Your remarks are as just, as the neglect of them is customary.—
Unaccountable supineness! Though “ God doth great things,” worthy of all
obeervation, “yea, and wonders without number,” we yawn with indolence,
instead of being animated with devotion, or transported with delight.
“Lo! he goeth before us,” in evident manifestations of wisdom and power,
“yet we see him not ; he passeth on also,” and scatters unnumbered blessings
from his providential hand,  but we perceive him not,” Job ix. 10, 11.

This, though greatly culpable, is to be reckoned among the smallest
instances of our ungrateful insensibility. Are we not inattentive even to
the work of redemption ? That work, which, according to the emphatical
declaration of Scripture, “exceeds in glory,” 2 Cor. iii. 9; is by far the
greatest, the most marvellous of all sublunary, perhaps of all divine transac-
tions. Are we not shamefully unaffected, even with the appearance of God
in human flesh? Though the King of kings vouchsafes to exchange his
throne for the humiliation of a servant, and the death of a malefactor ; though
he is pleased, by the imputation of his active, as well as passive obedience,
| to become  the Lord our righteousness ;" yet——

TAher. You are taking an effectual way, Aspasio, to rouse me from my
reverie, and make me indeed like the snarling philosopher. ¢ Imputed
righteousness is a scheme grossly frivolous and absurd, utterly insufficient to
amswer the end proposed ; and, one would think, could never be dcpended
on, where there is the least degree of understanding and capacity for rcason-
e

Asp. Who is warm now, Theron? May I not remind my friend, that
the resentful is no more fitted to work conviction than the rapturous?
Perhaps you have not duly considered this subject, nor secn it in the proper
point of view. I have sometimes beheld a ship of war several leagues off at
sea. It secemed to be a dim cloudy something, hovering on the skirts of
the horizon, contemptibly mean, and not worthy of a moment’s regard.
Baut, as the floating citadel approached, the masts arose ; the sails swelled

® The reader will probably be disgusted at this heat of temper, this asperity of diction,
and both so abruptly introduced. I have no apology to make for my Theron. The
reader has reason to be disgusted, has reason to be chagrined. Only let me desire him
to yemember, that this is the very spirit, nay; these are the very words, of a celebrated
opposer of our doctrine ; not added when be has fully proved the absurdity of the scheme,
bat sssumed even apon the entrance to his discourse.
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every argument in favour of the former, is cqually conclusive in behalf of
the latter.

Ther. 1 very freely grant, that Christ Jesus was punished in our stead ;
that his death is the expiation of our sin, and the cause of our security from
penal suffering. But this——

Asp. Will undeniably prove, that sin was imputed to him ; otherwisc he
could not truly suffer in our stead, nor be justly punished at all. ¢ And
imputation is as reasonable and justifiable in one case as in the other, for
they both stand upon one and the same foot; and, for that reason, he who
throws down one, throws down both.” I should not have interrupted my
Theron, only to introduce this answer from an eminent divine, who adds
what should be very seriously considered: “ And therefore, whoever re-
Jects the ductrine of the imputation of our Saviour's righteousness to
man, does, by so doing, reject the imputation of man’s sin to our Saviour,
and all the consequences of it. Or, in other words, he who rejects the
doctrine of the imputation, docs, by so doing, reject tho doctrine of the cx-
piation likewisc®.” -

TAher. 1 know nothing of this divine; and, cminent as he is, can hardly
take his ipec dizit for a decision.

Asp. 1 was in hopes you would pay the greater regard to his opinion,
because he is not in the number of the whimsical fanatics.

Give me leave to obscrve farther, that the imputation of Christ's righteous-
ness bears an evident analogy to another great truth of Christianity. We
did not personally commit Adam’s sin, yet are we chargeable with guilt and
liable to condemnation on that——

Ther. How! we chargeable with guilt and liable to condemnation on
account of Adam’s transzression! This position I must deny, I had almost
said, I must abhor. None other could, in the eye of justice and equity, be
blamable for any offence of our first parents, but they only.

Asp. So says Theron ; but what says St. Paul? This may be the voice
of natural reason, but what is the language of divine revelation? “In
whom,” that is, in Adam, *“all have sinned.”

Ther. The words, if I remember right, are, “For that all have
sinned.”

Asp. In the margin they are translated as I have repcated them. For
this interpretation I might contcnd, as not in the least incompatible with
the original phrasc, and as the most precisely suitable to the sacred
argument. But I wave this advantage. Let the words run into your
mould, and the translation take your form. They are equally decisive of
the point in debate. They assign the “reason why death came upon all
men,” infants themselves not excepted: ¢ For that,” or inasmuch as, “all
bave sinned.” Iow? Not in their own person, this was utterly impossi-
ble : But in that first grand transgression of their federal head, which, as
it could not be actually committed by them, must, according to the tenor
of the apostle’s arguing, be imputed to them.

Ther. Pray, what do you mean by that stiff, and to me unintclligible
phrase, federal head ? d

® Staynoe upon * Salvation by Jesus Christ alone,’* vol. i. p. 334.
t E¢’ & warrig npagrer, Rom. v. 12.
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same thing. He all along maintains a distinction between them; re-
presents the former as the cause of the latter. Judgment condemnation
death are owing to sin, offence, disobedience. It is by the imputation of
these that we become obnoxious to those.

This account is clear, is natural, and wants no strained criticisms to sup-

- port it. This account demonstrates the equity of that providential govern-
ment, which executes the sentence of death even on those descendants of
Adam who have not sinned in their own persons. It also illustrates the
procedure of that sovereign grace, which treats as righteous, and entitles to
life, even thoee believers in Jesus who have not obeyed in their own persons.
—What says our Church? You have a great veneration for the Church of
Eagland, Theron.

Tker. 1 have. But, I fear, my Aspasio has neither so honourable an
opinion of her worship, nor so steady an adherence to her constitution ;
otherwise he would not so highly extol those ambitious and canting hypo-
aites, the Puritans; who were the most inveterate enemics of our
excellent estnbllshment, and would have rejoiced in its utter subversion.

Asp. As to the Puritans, you will do me the justice to acknowledge, that
I speak only of their evangelical tenets, abstracted from all political princi-
ples.. As to myself, your fears are friendly, but I trust they are groundless.
I would only ask, Who are to be deemed the most affectionate and faithful
sous of their sacred mother? Those, I presume, who most cordially em-
brace her doctrines, and most dutifully submit to her precepts. By this
touchstone let my fidelity be tried ; and, for an immediate trial, be pleased
to repeat her ninth article.

TAer. 1 cannot say that I remember the particular words of any, though
I have often read, and very much approve them all.

Acp. I wish you would commit to your memory four or five of the most

ed*. They arc a valuable treasure, and contain the quintessence
of the gospel.
These arc the words of the ninth article: * Original sin is the fault and
wrruption of every man, that naturally is cngendered of the offspring of
Adam.” It isthe fault, says the pious Bishop Beveridge, and therefore we
are guilty of it; it is the corruption also, and therefore we are defiled with
it. Our homilies have recourse to no such palliatives, and qualifying inter-
pretations, as my Theron’s expositor uses. One of them affirms point blank,
that *“in Adam all men sinned universally.” This seems to be a paraphrase
. un the text, whose translation you lately controverted. In what sense our

‘great poetical divine understood the sacred writer, is apparent from the
following words, which are supposed to have Leen spoken by Jchovah
himself :

* Adam's crime
Makes guilty all his sons.” MivrToN, b. iii. 1. 290.

And from another passage, where our rebellious progenitor, bewailing his
aggravated misery, and the extensive malignity of his sin, declares,

“ In me all
Posterity stands curs'd.” - B. x. L. 817.

For my own part, I must confess, that if the transmission of originj
* Especially Articles 9, 10, 11, 12,13.
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depravity bo granted, 1 Y110w not how the imputation of Adam’s destructiy
apostacy can be denied.  If we had no concern in the one, how could w
be justly punished with the other? I say punished, for to lose the priml
tive integrity of our nature, and inherit a depraved disposition, is at ome
a most deplorable calamity, and a most terrible punishment. Corruptie
transmitted, and guilt imputed, seem to be doctrines indissolubly connected
To allow the former, and reject the latter, is in my apprehension to acknow
ledge the cffect without admitting the cause.

Ther. To make us partics in a covenant which we did not agree to, on
this be cquitable? To ruin us for a crime which we never committed, eny
this be merciful? Surely this is a flagrant injustice, never to be uen'bq'
to the all-gracious God ; a diabolical barbarity, add some, never to be meg
tioned without the utmost detestation.

Asp. 1sce no cause for such a tragical outery of barbarity, nor indesd
for any complaint of injustice. Not to insist upon the sovereignty of m
all-creating God, and his unquestionable right to *“do what he will wif
his own,” Matt. xx. 15 I would only ask, Did he not condescend to tramy;
act with man, not on the foot of absolute uncontrollahle authority, but i
the honourable and delightful way of a covenant? Were not the terms of
this covenant perfectly casy, and wonderfully gracions? Wond
gracious ; for they proposed a state of inconceivable and everlasting
to creatures who were entitled to no happiness, Luke x. 28 ; had not the
least claim to any good ; no, not so much as to the privilege of existemcs:
Perfectly easy ; for what was the condition on man’s part? Not auny
rigorous act of duty, nor severc course of self-denial, but the free enjoy-
ment of . millions of blessings and pleasures, with only the prohibition of
one pernicious indulgence. Here, then, is made on one hand, a promist
of the most glorious rcward that God himself could give; and nothing
required on the other, but the smallest expression of allegiance that man
himself could wish. And is this injustice ? is this barbarity ?

Ther. All this was equitable enough with regard to Adam; but why
should we be condemned for his violation of the covenant? Ol' how wm
such a constitution of things gracious with respect to us ?

Asp. “ Why condemned ?” Because we should have been partakers ol
the benefit and the glory, if he had persevered in his duty. To this, ]
presume, nonce would object. And if they would not to the one, they
ought not to the other.

You ask farther, * How was such a constitution of things gracious with
respect to us ?” I answer, Because it was the most likcly means to secure
the happiness of us and all mankind. Was not Adam, of all persons, by
far the best qualified to act as a general head? Ile had a perfection of
knowledge, to discern his truc interest ; a perfection of holiness, to capacitate
him for obedience ; and a perfection of happiness, disposing him to per-
severance. As none could have more cminent qualifications, none could
have so many obligations. Ilis own welfare, both bodily and spiritual,
was at stake ; the eternal interests of his rising family, and of his remotes!
posterity, were depending; the lives, the souls, the everlasting all of the
whole human race, were embarked on the single bottom of his fidelity.
Therefore the felicity of every individual that should spring from his loins, wa:
3 fresh motive to vigilance, an additional cngagement to duty. As his low
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to his offspring was more refined, more exalted, more godlike than ours, all
these considerations and induccments must operate upon him in their fullest
scope, and with the strongest energy. What an intrenchment was here to
keep out disobedience, and ward off ruin! An intrenchment deep as hell,
high as heaven, wide as the whole extent of the human species.—Here,
then, I may venture to throw the gauntlet, and challenge the whole world.
Let the most penctrating mind devise a scheme, so wisely and graciously
calculated to ascertain the success of a probationary state. If this be im-
practicable, then must every mouth be stopped ; no tongue can have the
least reason to complain : I, for my part, shall think myself obliged to admire
the benignity of my Creator’s conduct ; and God may justly demand of all
intelligent creatures, *“ What could have becn done more” for the preserva-
tion and felicity of mankind, *that I have not done ?” Isa. v. 4.

Especially when to all this we add, that the same Almighty Being, who
sppointed Adam to be our representative in the first covenant, without
uking our actual consent, appointed also Christ to be our representative
the second covenant, without staying for our actual solicitation.
When we take this into the account, there remains not the least shadow of
injustice ; but goodness, transcendent goodncss, shines forth with the brightest
lustre

TAer. Goodness, Aspasio! This is surprising indeed! Why, if Adam’s
transgression be laid to our charge, we are damnable creaturcs the very
moment we exist ; and are liable to the torinents of hell, even on account
of his disobedience. To term this goodness, is the greatest of paradoxes! to
affirm it of the Deity, is little less than blasphemy !

Asp. Let us be calm, my dear friend, and consider the case impartially.
If it is mot a recal truth, T shall be as willing to relinquish it as yoursclf.

Is not death, eternal death, the wages of every sin? And if of every sin,
then doubtless of original, which is the fountain from whence all the
streams of actual iniquity flow, or rather the abyss from whence all the
torrents pour. That which could not be pardoned but by the humiliation and
agonies of God's adorable Son, may rcasonably be supposed to deserve the
most dreadful vengeance. And it is affirmed, by an authority which you
will not dispute, that, “for original as wecll as actual sin, the offering of
Christ is a propitiation and satisfaction *.”

Does not St. Paul deliver it as a maxim in divinity, That, ¢ by the offence
of one,” Adam he undoubtedly means, “judgment came upon all men to
condemnation ?” Rom. v. 18. The import of the words, together with
the connexion of the passage, lead us to understand this of a condemmation
to eternal misery. The import of the words; for they are doubledt, to
make them peculiarly strong in their signification; and cach word, within
the compass of this very epistle, is used in that awful latitude of mecaning,
Rom. ii. 3; iii. 8; viii. 1. The connexion of the passage ; because it stands
opposed to that justification which is unto life. This, we arc sure, includes
the idea of an everlasting duration. And why should its tremendous coun-
terpart be less extensive ?

This sense is evidently patronised, and this doctrine most peremptorily
amerted, by our established church. What says the book of Homilics, when

e Article XXXI. t+ Kopa us 70 xaraxzipz.
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Ther. In your opinion, then, and according to your scheme, salre and a
regtmen are better than a sound constitution.

Asp. No, Theron. My opinion is, that none can think himself aggrieved,
or have any reason to complain, at that grand and beneficent regulation,
which suffers the glimmering taper to be obscured or extinguished, but sheds
abroad the boundless and majestic beams of day. And if any comparison be
made between the most perfect human obedience and the everlasting divine
righteousness of Christ, it should be- taken from the glimmering taper and
the meridian sun. ’

Ther. 1 cannot persuade myself to admire such mysterious and unaccount-
sble notions. They must puzzle some, will offend others; but cannot edify
any.

Asp. This point,that “we all died in Adam,” were undong by his apostacy,
annot puzzle the simplest, if unprejudiced, mind. Nor will it offend any but
the proud philosopher, or the sclf-righteous moralist. And I assure you, I
should not mention it, much less insist upon it, did it not subserve, and in
s very singular manner, the purposes of edification. The doctrine of a Re-
deemer obeying and dying in our stead, is the very hinge and centre of all
evangelical revelations—is the very life and soul of all evangelical bless-
ings. This doctrine is not a little illustrated, and comes greatly recom-
mended, by the imputation of Adam’s sin.

Contraries, you know, cast light upon and set off cach other. Winter and
its severe cold make spring and its cheering warmth more sensibly perceived,
and more highly pleasing. Such an influence has the present subject with
respect to the vicarious obedience of our Mediator. The more clearly we
see the reality of the first, the more thoroughly we shall discern the expe-
diency, the excellency, the glory of the last. The more we are humbled un-
der a conviction of the former, the more we shall covet, or the more we shall
triumph in the enjoyment of the latter. The apostle draws a long parallel,
or rather forms a strong contrast between them, in the fifth chapter to the
Romans. He speaks copiously of Adam’s guilt, imputed to all mankind for
condemnation and death ; that he may speak the more acceptably, the more
charmingly of Christ’s righteousness, imputed to all belicvers for justification
and life. In that dark ground, he well knew, this fairest, loveliest flower of
Christianity appears with peculiar beauty ; indecd with all the beauty of
consumnmate wisdom and adorable benignity.

Ther. 1t really seems to me a thing impossible, that one man’s righteous-
ness should be made another’s. Can one man live by the soul of another?
or be learned by the learning of another ?—Good Aspasio, never attempt to
maintain such palpable absurdities. They will expose Christianity to the
scorn of infidels.

Asp. If infidels scoff at this comfortable truth, their scoffing will be, like
all their-other cavils, not the voice of reason, but the clamour of prejudice.

My friend’s objection insinuates, what we never assert, that the essence of
this righteousness is transfused into believers; which would doubtless be in

fact impossible, as it is in theory absurd. But this we disavow as strenu-
onsly as you can oppose. The Redecmer's rightcousness is made ours, not
'l by infugion, but by imputation. The very terms we usec may acquit us from
such a ridiculous charge ; as imputation signifies a placing to the account o
one what is done by another. Accordingly we believe, that the cssence ¢
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this righteousness abides in Christ, but is placed to our account; that Chri

and Christ alone, actually performed it ; that Christ, and Christ alone, pap.:
sonally posscsses it ; but that, performing it in our stead, and Pposscssing tes
our covenant-head, God imputes it to us, God accepts us for it, accepts vs s
much as if we had, on our own behalf and in our persons, severally fulﬁllelht.a

Though one man cannot live, be actuated with the principlo of life, by the.
soul of another; yet you must allow, that one man, nay, that many mm
may live, be continued in the possession of life, for the righteousness of
another. Or else you must do, what I am sure you abhor, you must )
with absurdity and impossibility even the declaration of the Deity: “If T
find in Sodom fifty rightcous within the city, then will I spare all the place
for their sakes,” Gen. xviii. 26.

Ther. Not all your refinements can reconcile me to this uncouth notion.
The practice is unexampled, and absolutely inconsistent with the rules of
distributive justice.

Asp. Ah! my Theron, if we scck an example of God’s unbounded goodness
amongst the puny proccedings of men, we shall be led into the most egregions
misapprehensions. To measure one of the sparks on your ring, and fancy we
have taken the dimensions of the Alps or the Andes, would be, in compe.
rison of this error, a small mistake: Since between a brilliant speck anda
range of mountains there is some proportion, but between human benef-
cenco and heavenly bounty there cannot possibly be any. However, the
all-condescending Creator has been pleased so to dispense his infinitely rich
grace, that we may find, though nothing parallel, nothing correspondent, yet
some faint shadow of its matter among the affairs of mankind; something
that may perhaps give us such an idea of the stupendous subject, as a glow-
worm would give of the sun’s splendour, in case a person had never beheld
that magnificent luminary. This remark I must entreat you to recollect,
whencver I attempt to elucidate the mysterics of the gospel by the occur-
rences of common life. )

When your worthy minister was disabled, by a rhcumatic disorder, from
attending on tho busincss of his function, several of the neighbouring clergy
gave him their assistance. Was he not, by this vicarious performance of his
office, entitled to all the profits of his living? It secms, therefore, not s
unexampled a thing for one person to act in another’s stead. And when s
service is thus discharged by the proxy, the benefit may, according to the ro-
ceived maxims of mankind, accrue to the principal. Did not Jchu’s descen-
dants, even to the fourth gencration, reap the advantage of their great-grand-
father's zcal ? 2 Kings x. 30. Docs not the Duke of **** enjoy the honoun
and rewards won by the sword of a victorious ancestor? And may not the
whole world of believers, with equal, with far greater justice, receive life
and salvation on account of their all-deserving Saviour, especially since he
and they are onc mystical body, represented as such in Secripture, and con-
sidered as such by God.

No, say you, this is contrary to the rules of distributive justice. ~What is
your idea of a surety? Ilow was the affair stated, and how were matters
negociated, with relation to your generous acquaintance Philander? He,
you know, was bound for an unfortunate brother, who lately stepped aside.

Ther. The debt, by his brother’s absconding, devolved upon Philander {

He was responsible for all, and obliged to pay the whole sam.
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Was not his payment as satisfactory to the creditor, as if it had been
the debtor’s own person, by the debtor's own hand ?
*. Certainly.

Was not the debtor, by this vicarious payment, released from all
persecution, and acquitted from any future demand on this score ?
r. He was.

Apply this instance to the redemption of sinners by Jesus Christ,
.in the sacred writings expressly styled a Surety, Heb. vi. 22. If
der's act was deemed, in the estimation of law, the act of his brother;
leed of the former was imputed, in point of advantage, entirely to the

why should not the same effects take place with regard to the divine
nan and poor insolvent sinners? Why should that be exploded in
stems of divinity, which is universally admitted in our courts of
)

- Obedience and righteousness are, in the nature of the things them-
personal qualities, and only so. Every man is that only (and can
ing else) which he is in himself. :
Righteousness, as dwelling in us, is undoubtedly a personal quality ;
wdience, as performed by us, comes under the same denomination.
s this supersede the necessity, or destroy the existence of imputed
sness ? Your first proposition is ainbiguous. Let it speak distinctly ;
erent to your righteousness, and the sense becomes dcterminate, but
unent falls to the ground.
»ry man is that only (and can be nothing else) which he is in him-
[f I never had seen the Bible, I should have yiclded my ready assent
roposition. But, when I open the Old Testament, and find it writ-
the prophet, “ In the Lord shall all the house of Israel be justified,”
.23; when I turn to the New Testamnent, and hear the apostle saying,
e complete in him, who is the head of all principalities and powers,”
10 ; I cannot concur with Theron, without contradicting revelation.
r the true believer is said to be justified, and the foundation of this
is declared to be, not in himself, but in the Lord. The Colossians
to be complete, which we are very certain they were not in themselves
expressly assured they were so in Christ. .Hence it appears quite
rto my friend’s assertion, that sinners both have and are that in
which they neither have nor are in themselves. They have by im-
1 & righteousness in Christ ; they are, by this imputed righteousness,
e before God. . . .
eve your mistake proceeds from neglecting to distinguish between
;and imputed. We never suppose that a profané person is devout,
itemperate peson sober. This is inherent righteousness. But wo
a that the profane and intemperate, being convinced of their iniquity,
aking themselves to the all-sufficient Saviour for redemption, are
«d in the merit both of his life and of his death. This is imputed
sness. We farther affirm, that though really abominable in them-
hey are fully accepted by God for his beloved Son’s sake. This is
sion through imputed rightcousness.
wer strange this may seem, it is mo precarious or unwarrantablo
but the clear and positive declaration of Scripture. He justlffeth,
ves from guilt, he treats as righteous— Whom ? Upright, obedient,
a .
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sinless creatures ¢ This were nothing extraordinary —No, but ‘“*he justif
the ungodly, that believe in the Lord Jesus,” Rom. iv. 5 ; imputing, as!
ground of this justification, their trespasses to him, and his righteousa
to them.

Ther. 1 see mo occasion for such nice distinctions and metaphysical s
tilties, in plain popular divinity. Ilard terms and abstruse notions m
perplex the head, but seldom improve the heart.

Asp. Why then do you oblige us to make use of them? If some peo
twist and entangle the reins, it behoves others to clear them of the emb
rassment, and replace them in their due order. Many writers, either fr
an artful design, or through a strange inadvertence, have jumbled and o
founded these two very different ideas. Hence they have started objecth
to our doctrine, which, the moment you introduce this obvious distincti
vanigh into air. They fall into a mistake of their own, and then charge!
absurdity upon others.

I am no more fond of hard terms and abstruse notions than my Thes
Neither can I think the instance before us so abstruse a notion. I amw
certain you are capable of comprchending much higher and nicer refineme
Therefore, I must once again entreat you to remember the very material
ference between inherent and imputed righteousness. The former is
essence of sanctification, the latter is the ground of justification. By
we are restored to the favour of God; by that, we are made meet for
heavenly kingdom. Let this distinction, which is easy, which is scriptw
which is important, take place, and we may for the future dismiss what y
call the metaphysical subtiltics, our disagreement will ceasc, and our opini
tally.

Ther. I question that, Aspasio. There are other difficulties to be
over before I can digest so crude an opinion. If we are justified by:
righteousness of Christ, then the righteousness which justifies mankind
already wrought out.

Asp. And this yon take to be a most cnormous falsehood, whereas I'le
upon it as a most delightful truth. The righteousness which justifies sin
man was set on foot, when God sent forth his Son from the habitation of
holiness and glory, to be born of a woman, and made subject to the
It was carried on through the whole course of our Saviour's life, in which
always did such things as were pleasing to his heavenly Father. Itw
completed at that cver memorable, that grand period of time, when {
blessed Emmanuel bowed his dying head, and cried with a strong triumphi
voice, ¢ It is finished !” '

If the justifying righteousncas was to be wronght by ourselves, we oo
never be truly and fully justified till death, till our warfare is accomplish
and our last act of obedience exerted. But how uncomfortable is sue)
notion ! how miserable would it render our lives! and how directly does it-
counter to the determination of the apostle, ¢ Ye are justified!” 1 Cor. vi.

Ther. Soothed, then, with this pleasing surmise, may not the liber
say to his soul, ‘“‘Soul, take thine ease in the most indolent eecurity.
my carnal appetites, indulge yoursclves without restraint. Conscience
under no solicitude to live soberly, righteously, and godly ; for the wor
done, all done to my hands. I am like some fortunate heir, whose pam

have been successfully industrious, and have left nodhing %o exercien
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diligence of their surviving son, but only to possess the inheritance, and live
on labours not his own !” .

Asp. The lLibertine, who only speculates or disputes, may indced abuse
the doctrine of grace. But the believer, who feels the power of grace, will
improve it to better purposes. Where the former only fluctuates in the
understanding, such detestable consequences may cnsue: where the latter
operates on the heart, it will always, produce very different effects. Such a
person, from such a faith, will be no more inclined to inactivity or licentious-
w8, than our busy humming companions are inclined, by this bright sun-
shine, and all those expanded blossoms, to sleep away their hours in the
hive. And you may as soon expect to see these colonies of the spring
svarm in December, clinging to an icicle, or dispersing themselves to gather
boney on the smow, as to see a truly gracious man, “ who is dead to sin,
ving any longer therein,” Rom. vi. 2. Whoever, therefore, so shamefully
perverts so sweet and glorious a doctrine, is a witness against himself, that
be has neither lot nor portion in the inestimable privilege. If an animal
sck poison from the most wholesome herbs, we are sure, from that infallible
indication, it is the vile spider, or some envenomed insect, not the valuable
and industrious bee.

Ther. Truly, Aspasio, I know not how to call that doctrine sweet, much
less can I recommend it as wholesome, which renders repentance, personal
reformation, and inherent rectitude, necdless. And if your tenet is once
reccived, all these duties may fairly be dismissed. So that if the thing was
poesible, yet it would be pernicious.

Asp. The prophet was of another mind :  They shall look on him whom
they have pierced, and mourn,” Zech. xi. 10.  Sinners shall look by faith to
their crucified Lord ; shall see him fastened with nails to the cursed tree ;
sce him stabbed to the heart by the bloody spear; and remembering that
this was the punishment due to their provocations, believing that by this
punishment they are freed from all penal sufferings, and entitled to all
<piritual blessings,—they shall not be tempted to transgress, but incited to
mourn ; not play the profligate, but act the penitent. The apostle exactly -
agrees with the prophet ; and both are diametrically opposite to my friend :
The goodness,” the transcendent and amazing goodness of God our Saviour,
instead of diverting from, * leadeth to repentance,” Rom. ii. 4.

Far from obstructing, it powerfully promotes personal reformation. For
thus saith that all-wise Being, who intimately knows our frame, and
discerns what is most cffectual to work upon our minds: “The grace of
God, which bringeth salvation, hath appeared ; teaching us, that, denying
all ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present evil world,” Tit. ii. 11, 12. Grace, you obscrve, even
that gloriously free grace which bringeth salvation to unworthy creatures, is
s dissuasive of all vice, and an encouragement to every virtuc.

As to inherent rectitude, how can that be rendered ncedless by imputed
righteousness ?  Is health rendered insignificant by the abundance of our
riches? Does case become superfluous through the beauty of our apparel ¢
Holiness is the health of our souls, and the casc of our minds; whercas, un-
governable passions create keener anguish than a brood of vipers gnawing
our bosoms. Inordinate desires are a more intolerable nuisance than swarms

G 2
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Ther. Pray recollect yourself. Aspasio. According to the- tenor of yo
own illustration, the necessity of personal obedience is evidently vacate
For how can the ]Jaw demand a debt of the principal, which has been ful
discharged by the surcty ?

- Asp. The debt of penal suffe cring. and the debt of perfect obedience, a
fally dlschargod by our divine Surety, so that we arc no longer under
necessity of obeying, in order to obtain an exemption from punishment,
to lay the foundation for our final acceptance. We are nevertheless engage

by many other obhgatlons., to walk in all dutiful and conscientious regu'd
the law ; because this is the most authentic proof of our love to the gracio
Redeemer ¢ If ye love me, keep my commandments,” John xiv. 15. Tt
is a comfortable evidence of our union with that exalted head : < He th
abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit,” John xv.
This is also the most cffectual method of adorning our profession,
magnifying its Author, and of winning our neighbours to embrace
gospel : ¢ Let your light,” the light of your exemplary conversation, n

® Tit. iii. 8. The original word wgasxefxs has a beauty and an energy, which, I belie
it is impossible for our language to preserve by any literal translation. It implies, tb
a believer should not only be exercised in, but eminent for, all good works ; should she
others the way, and ouutnp them in the honourable race ; be both a pnttern and a patr

of universal godliness.
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wly appear, but “shine before men, that they, seeing your good works,”
y think honounbly of your religion, Matth. v. 16, “ may glorify your
jather which is in heaven ;” and say, with those prowlytcs mentioned by
prophet, “ We will go with you.”
“ Do we then make void the law,” through the lmputed rightcousness of
Lord? No, verily; but if gratitude to our dying Saviour have any
training influence ; if a conoern for our own comfort have any persuasive
gy ; if there be anything inviting, anything desirable, in the prospect of
g God, and edifying man—* we establish the law.” By all these
erous, manly, endearing motives, we enforce its precepts, and provide for
Ther. Should we admit this doctrine, mankind could no longer be consi-
jed 25 in themselves, and solely in themselves, accountable creatures.

r would the future judgment be an equitable distribution of rewards and
mishments, but only God’s awful and uncontrollable execution of his own
irary and irreversible decrees.
4sp. I have never been accustomed to consider mankind, under the

pel dispensation, as accountable solely in themselves ; because in this
ortable and benign scheme a Mediator intervenes, undertakes to answer
: hspeople, and bears the chastisement of their peace. Were we account-
ﬁnldy in ourselves, Christ as our great High-priest would be sct aside,
iamd his sacrifice as a propitiation for sin be of none effect.

Why may not the future judgment be an equitable distribution of rewards
punishments ?  If those who reject the atonement of the dying Jesus,
refuse to depend on his consummate righteousness, are left to stand or
asccording to the issue of their own obedience ; if believers, on the other
are accepted through their most meritorious Redecmer, but rewarded
higher or inferior degrees of felicity, in proportion to the sanctity of
i pature and uscfulness of their lives :—I see nothing arbitrary in this
ure, but an admirable mixture of just severity and free goodness: on

who reject the atonement, just severity ; to those who rely on their
iour, free goodness,

Ther. The obedience of Christ was wholly due for himself, and thercfore
not merit for another.
Asp. A bold assertion this! Whoever can make it good, will infallibly
W my opinion, and at the same time destroy all my hopes. But
, Theron, it is not your real sentiment ?
Could it then be matter of duty in the eternal Son to be born of a woman ;
in the Lord of lords, to become the servant of all? Could it be matter
duty in the King of glory, to cmbrace the infamy of the cross; and in
Prince of life, to pour out his soul unto death? If all this was matter of
daly, the ever-blessed Jesus (how shall I speak it! who can believe it?)
was no better than an unprofitable servant. For such is the acknowledged
eharacter of every one who docs no more than is his duty to do, Luke
xvii. 10.

Ther. Not 8o fast, not quite so vehement, my friend. Remember what
the Scripture affirms. Christ is said to receive a commandment, and be
sabject to the law ; both which expressions evidently imply duty.

Asp. In order to accomplish our redemption, the Son of God submitted
kimself to the suthority of the law, and became obedient to its precepta.
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But this was his own spontaneous act, the matter of his own free choioe ;
which he lay under no manner of obligation, till he engaged to be d
Suret

“ I{emg in the form of God,” he was Lord of the law; and no more ﬂ
ject to its commands than obnoxious to its curse. Neverthelem, “ he tool
upon him the form of a servant, and was made under the law.” Whevefos

. That he might obtain everlasting life and glory for himself? No; but thy
he might “redeem those who were under the law,” Gal. iv. 5. From whie}
it appears, that both his engagement and obedience were, not for, himself, buf
for his people. Therefore the prophet cries out, with holy exultation, “Ty
us a Child is born; to us & Son is given *!” Ifis incarnate state and humes
nature, together with all that he did and suffered in both, were for us; ﬁu
assumed on our account, these referred to our advantage.

Let us consider this, and be amazed, and be charmed. The great IlmVﬂ
Lord vouchsafes to pay universal obedience. What condescension was hese!
He vouchsafes to pay it, for us men, and for our redemption: what goodnes
was this!

Ther. Before we indulge the devotional strain, we should take care h
our devotion is founded on rational principles; otherwise it may prove, ik
the flash of a sky-rocket, transient and momentary.

Asp. For this, I think, there is a solid foundation in reason, as well &
Scripture. As soon as the man Christ Jesus was united to the second perso
of the Trinity, he must have, by virtue of that union, an unquestionable righ
to everlasting life and glory ; therefore he could be under no necessity
obeying, in order to procure either honour or happiness for himself. Bat &
that he performed in conformity to the preceptive part of the law, he pe
formed under the character of a public person, in the place and for the benef
of his spiritual sced, that they might be interosted in it, and justified by it.

Ther. Be it s0: the believer is interested in Christ’s righteousness. Pra)
is he interested in all, or only in part? If in all, then every believer :
equally rightcous and equally to be rewarded; which is contrary to &
allowed maxim, that there will be different allotments of happiness in th
heavenly world. If in part only, how will you ascertain the degree—wha
proportion belongs to this person, and what to the other? Either way, you
scheme is inextricably embarrassed.

Asp. The reply to my Theron’s inquiry is easy; and the embarrassmen
he mentions is but imaginary. Every true believer is interested in all Christ
righteousncss—in the whole meit of his spotless nature, of his perfec
obedience, and expiatory death.

Less than the whole would be unavailable ; wherecas the whole renders t
completely justified.

You are a great admirer of anatomy, Theron, and you must undoubted!
remember the very peculiar structure of the ear. Other parts of the bod
are progressive in their growth : their bulk is proportioned to the infanti
or manly age. But the organs of hearing, T have been informed, are precise!
of the same size in the feeble infant and the confirmed adult. Justlﬁeaho
likewise, being absolutely neccssary to a state of acceptance with God, is

® Isa. ix. 6. ¢ Est preeterea emphasis singularis in voce nobis. Significat id, qu

omnes sontmnt, nostro bono et commodo natum esse hunc Puerum {mperstorem.”
ViTrinG. in loc.
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every stage of the Christian course, and even in the first dawn of sincero
faith, complete. With regard to the existence of the privilege, there is no
i.ﬂ'uence in the babes, the young men, the fathers in Christ®*. The percep-
tion, the assurance, the comfortable enjoyment of the mercy, may increase ;
but the mercy iteelf is incapable of augmentation.

The various advances in sanctification account for the various degrecs of
fature glory ; and not account for them only, but render them entircly
masonable, and saccording to our apprehension of things, unavoidable. As
# settling the proportion, we may safely leave that to the supreme Arbi-
tmtor. He “who meteth out the heavens with a span, and setteth a
r upon the face of the deep,” cannot be at a loss to adjust this parti-

TAer. The organs of hearing, though not precisely, are very nearly of the
mme bulk in the babe and the man. They acquire from advancing years
sarce anything more than an increase of solidity. 8o that I make no objec-
tiom to your illustration, but to your doctrine. )

Jf Christ has done all—and we are cntitled to his whole merits only by
believing-—to be saved must be the easiest thing in the world: whereas the
Bible represents Christianity as a race and a warfare, a state of conflict and a
course of striving. In good truth, Aspasio, you prophesy pleasing things.
Divinity is not your profession, or else I should number you among “the
smooth, emollient, downy doctors.” For, according to the articles of your
ereed, there is no more difficulty in securing heaven, than in rising from our
soat.

Asp. A speculative assent to all the principles of religion, is, I acknow-
ledge, a very easy matter. It may, it must exist, wherever there is a toler-
able capacity for reasoning, and a due attention to cvidence. This notional
faith forced its way into the breast of Simon the sorcerer, Acts viii. 13; and
extorted a confession from the dying lips of Julian t the apostate. Irresist-
ible as the stroke of lightning, terrible also as its fiery glare, it flashes
conviction into the very devils. Even those execrable spirits  believe and
tremble,” James ii. 19. .

But the faith wiich, far from resting in speculation, exalts the desires, re-
gulates the passions, and refines the whole conversation; the faith which, ac-
cording to the expressive language of Scripture, “purifics the heart, over-
comes the world, and sets the affections on things above ;”—this truly noble
and triumphant faith is no such easy acquisition. This is the gift of an infi-
nite Benefactor, the work of a divine Agent; called thercfore by way of
supereminént distinction, “faith of the operation of God,” Col. ii. 12; because
God himself, by the effectual working of his mighty power, produces it in
the human soul.

* To the same purpose speaks one of our most celebrated divines, as great an adept in
sacred literature as ages have produced : ‘‘ All are justified alike: the truth of faith justi-
fying, not the measure. Justification, therefore, is the same in all that believe ; though
their belief be in different degrees. So once in the wilderness, all gathered not manna in
the same measure ; yet, when all came to measure, they had all alike; none above an
emer, none under.”—LicHTPOOT, vol. ii. p. 1052. .

+ Itis related in ecclesiastical history, that the Emperor Julian, that royal but wretcher
spostate, in an engagement with the Parthians, was mortally wounded ; and that he crie
with his exti:i.ng breath, * Vicisti, O Galilee !"— I am vanquished, O Galilean! 8
right hand hath the pre-eminence. 1
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fancy. On the contrary, I am presented with a collection of maps,
!ly drawn by the most able hands; and with several rcmarkable
ions of antiquity, most eloquently told in the language of the pencil.
ve happily hit that grand point, which the gentleman of refinement,
as the author of genius, should ever keep in vicw—the union of the
al with the delightful.
. Indeed, my Aspasio, I have often been disappointed, sometimes
ocked, in the gardens, the porticoes, and the walks of some modern
.—Their portraits and statues are little else but an assemblage of
e trifles. Ixion stretched upon the wheel, or Phaeton precipitated
e chariot. Apollo stringing his lyre, or Jupiter (I beg his supreme
g's pardon for mot giving him the precedence in my catalogue)
ng his eagle, and balancing his bolts. Pray, where is the advantage
1 introduced to this fabulous tribe of gentry? What moble idea can
raken, or what valuable impression leave upon the mind ? The best
say of such performances is, that they are limning and sculpture
vely thrown away.
celebrated trumpery one can bear with, however. But when the
g and sculpture, instead of cultivating virtue, and improving our
are calculated to be the very bane of both—will you call this an
entertainment ¢ No: it is a nuisance ; it is a pest. In the statues,
, every dimple sinks, and every muscle swells, with the exactest pro-
The countenance is animated with life, and the limbs are ready to
to motion. The picture, I am sensible, is as highly finished as the
the distributions of light and shade most artfully adjusted; the
tions of the perspective true to a nicety ; nor can any thing exceed the
w of the robe, unless it be the graceful attitude, and almost speaking
of the principal figure. But is this masterly exccution an equivalent
most malignant effecta? for sullying the purity of my fancy, and
ng the powers of my imagination ?
an indication of the owner's judicious taste, to prefer regularity of
3 in the hammered block, before orderly and harmonious affections in
n breast? Does it bespeak a refined disposition, or benevolent
, to be so extravagantly enamoured with the touches of a lascivious
as to expose them in the most frequented passages, and obtrude them
ry unwary guest? Surely, this can create no very advantageous
1 of a gentleman’s intellectual discernment ; much lgss can it raise an
¢ idea of his moral character*. On such occasions I am strongly
d to suspect, that real honour is a stranger where common decency is

g.

or the artist, one can hardly forbear execrating his hateful folly, who
prostitute such fine talents to such infamous purposes. Detested be
sel that teaches, though with inimitable dexterity, the cold obdurate
: to enkindle dissolute affections ! Abhorred be the pencil, that makes
er use of the most lovely colours, than to pollute the canvas, and
¢ the spectator !

is a pity but the advice of Cicero, that great master of elegant taste and polite
s, was received as a standard of regulation by all our connoisseurs in the fine arts :
rimis provideat, ne or ta sedium atque hortorum vitium aliquod indicent
roribas. "—De Qffc.
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It is argued, 1 know, that may of those pieces are the completest model
extant. An everlasting reproach this to the art; but no apology for th
performances ; since the more nicely they are executed, the more mis
chievous® is their influence. It strikes the surer, and sinks the deepe:
It dresses destruction gay, and paves with beauty the way to ruin.

It is my chief ambition, Aspasio, to have all my decorations so circum
stanced, that the beholder may learn some valuable lesson in morality
or be reminded of some important event in history—may find, even &
the scenes of his amuscment, something to establish his virtue or enlarg
his knowledge.

I frequently cntertain my eldest son, who is reading the Greek aw
Latin historians, with an explanation of my principal drawings, that &
may behold in colouring what he has perused in narrative.—{ At thi
instant, the youth happened to make his appearance, paying his respeck
to Aspasio, and dutifully saluting his father].—It just recurs to my memory
said Theron, that some necessary affairs of the family require my attendane
for a few minutes. Will you excuse my absence, good Aspasio, and per
mit my son to supply my place ?

You will very much oblige me by leaving me such a companion.—Ang
come, my dear Sir, addressing himeelf to Eugenio, as I know you an
a lover of learning, what think you of diverting ourselves with them
agrecable books? which give us their instructive lessons, not in i
languages, but in pleasing colours. Eugenio spoke his consent, ant
expressed his modesty, by a becoming blush, while Aspasio proceeded—

Asp. This is a striking picture indeed : hills piled on hills form a most
astonishing prospect. What horrible magnificence reigns amidst those wil¢
and shaggy rocks! Nature scems to have designed them for the boundarie
of the world. Yet those daring troops are attempting to pass the prodigiow
barrier. Who are they, Eugenio ; and whom shall we call their leader

Eug. This, Sir, is the famous Hannibal, heading and encouraging hi
army in the passage of the Alps. The sons of Africa seem to shiver with
cold, as they traverse those frozen regions, and march among the clouds.

Asp. 1t is the very same. Some, you observe, climb with excessive toil
the steep and craggy cliffs. Others with far greater difficulty, descend
through dreadful declivities of ice, exposed all the while to the arrows of the
mountainecrs.  Some, endeavouring to avoid the showers of steel, slip with
their feet, and tumble headlong down the vast projecting promontories.
Sce from what a height they are falling! carriages and their drivers, the
horse and his rider, and at what a distance still from the stony abyss below!
Some lie with closed eyelids and ghastly features, dashed to death at the
very bottom. Others, writhing with the torture of mangled limbs and

¢ I hope it will not be thought improper, I wish it was entirely needless, to animadvert
upon a practice, which is not only a reproach to our Christian profession, but an insult
upon national decornm—the practice of exposing to public view, and offering to public
sale, such shameful prints, as are fitted only to awaken licentious desires and cherish the
most profligate dispositione.

Such spectacles are a species of the rankest poison. And can the poison he less per
nicious, because it is received at the eye, instead of passing through the lips > because il
tends more immediately to debauch the morals, and but remotely to destroy the constita
tion? No wonder so many of our youths are corrupted, and so many robberies com

mitted, while such scenes of pictured lewdness are sufiered \o influme thvewm with lust
sad habituate them to impudence.
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broken bones, lift up an agonising look to their comrades. Their comrades,
ingensible of a brother’s misery, and wholly intent upon their own preserva-
tion, hang frightfully suspended on the edges of the precipice. The preci-
pice seems to totter as they cling; and the alarmed epectator expects, every
moment, a hideous downfall. Are you not startled at the view, Eugenio,
and in pain for the hardy adventurers ?

Eug. T am, Sir; and I wonder how they will extricate themselves from
these perilous circumstances. I have read in Livy, that they cut their way
through the rocks, after they had softened them with vinegar. But is this
probable 2 how could they procure a sufficicnt quantity amidst those desolate
mountains ?

Asp. I believe their resolution and their perseverance were the vinegar.
These open a road through rocks. These under the conduct of prudence,
and the favour of Heaven, surmount all obstacles. Influenced by these, the
sarvivors press boldly on; and are determined to vanquish the horrors of
nature, as a prelude to their victory over the forces of Rome. Let these,
resolution and perseverance I mean, be the companions of my Eugcnio’s
southful studies, and they will enable him also to conquer difficultics—cven
all the difficulties which lie in his way. .

What is our next dranght? At cach end we have a group of living
figures. All the intermediate space is an extensive tract of land, diversified
only by rapid rivers, horrid deserts, and mountainous ridges ; with here and
there a few savage natives, in uncouth dresses and fornidable arms. It is
more like a map than a picturc : and the most remarkable beauty is the
aerial perspective ; which puts a very agreeable cheat upon our eyes, causing
us to behold on an ell of canvas the space of many hundreds of miles.

Eug. This represents the retreat of the ten thousand Grecks.  Iirst we
behold them in the plains of Media; at an immense distance from their
native country ; without guides ; without provision; and, what is the most
desperate calamity of all, deprived of their ablest officers by treachery and
murder.  'Well may they look dejected! IHow have I pitied them as I read
their story ; abhorred the perfidy of their enemies; and wished them all
wccess in their hazardous enterprise !
| Asp. Do not yon perceive their drooping spirits begin to revive, and some
¢ gleam of hope diffuses itsclf through their countenances, while they listen to

the cloquent Xenophon, who stands conspicuous in the midst haranguing

his soldiers, and rousing their courage? But, ah! what a vast extent of
unknown climes must they traverse, with a numerous and victorious army
harassing them in flank, or hanging upon' their rear! What fatigucs must
they sustain, what hardships cudure, before they arrive at their wished-for
home !—Home ! Fired by the enchanting name, and animated by their
| brave philosophic leader, they resolve to push their way through all the
* extremes of peril and of pain. To scatter, with their little band, the en-
! cdrcling millions of barbarians, is the smallest of their achievements.  They
cross rivers, they scale rocks, whose slippery banks, and craggy summits,
are lined with opposing nations. They wade through deserts of snow, and
fass over inhospitable mountains, the far more dreaded abodes of desolation,
drought, and famine. They encounter the keenness of the northern storm,
and al} the rigour of the most malignant seasons.  As some of these antc\el
are incapable of being expressed by the pencil, the artist remits ws o |
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A
historian, and has contented himself with marking out the most distinguished
stages of this memorable expedition.  Only we view the courageous iti
rauts, once again, on a pretty lofty eminence. There they appear, not will:
their former dejection, but in all the transports of joy.

Eug. This, Sir, is the mountain Tecqua, from whence they had the firif:
view of the sea, and the first dawn of safety. There they embrace omi
another, and cxtol their commanders, especially the noble Xenophom,
whose history gives me great delight, and his manly yet benign aspeet.”
strangely attracts my estcem. Methinks, under such a general, I could have
been willing to take my share in all the toil and all the hazards of the -
expedition. '

Asp. Would my Eugenio? Then I will list him under a Captain, us-
speakably more accomplished and beneficent.  Young as you are, you shall,. .*
from this hour, commence a soldicr and a traveller ;—a soldier to fight against:
gin, and every temptation—a traveller, to pass through the wilderness of'
this world, unto the land of everlasting rest. Though your enemies may.’
be numerous, and your journey tedious, yet faint not, neither be discouraged.
The Lord of heaven is your guide, and heaven itself shall be your ex--
ceeding great reward. When you arrive at those happy abodes, your.
delight will infinitely surpass all that the Grecians felt on Tecqua,
their ravished eyes beheld, and their tongues with ecstasy shouted, “ The
wen! the sen!”

The scene of yonder picture, I would venture to affirm, lies among the
ancient Jews.

Euy. Tlow can you tell this, 8ir, at such a distance ?

Asp. By ¢ the fringes in the borders of their garments, and on each
fringe a riband of blue.” God Almighty commanded all the Jews to obeerve
this peculiarity in their habit, that their very clothes, being different from
the apparel of their heathen neighbours, might admonish them not to be
conformed to their idolatrous worship and licentious manners. This, as well
an every other divine command, our Lord Jesus Christ most exactly obeyed.
Thereforo wo are told by the evangelical historian, that the diseased
woman, “who touched but the hem of his garment, was restored to health.”
Hem it is in our English Bibles; but if you consult that most excellent
of all books, the Greek Testament, you will find that the original word
might more properly be rendered frings®.  However, let us pass from the
drapery to the design.

Fuy. Here we soe David in one of the most threatening exigencies of
his whaole life.  Saul, more like a bloodhound than a king, pursues the best
of sons, aud the most valuable of subjects. Ile has extended the wings of
his very superior army, in order to surround + the injured hero and his hand-
ful of associates.

Asp. This is the most animated, and I think the most masterly perform-

® Matth. ix. 20. Kearasdor.

*+ To this, or some such incident, may be applied a passage of the Psalms, which, in
our translation, is very obacure ; has scarce any sense, or if any, a very unjustifiable one :
* Wherefore should 1 fear in the days of evil, when the wickedness of my heels compasseth
me round about 2 Psalm xlix. 5. Wherefore ! The reason is veryf apparent: When
wickeduess cleaves to a person's heels, or habitually attends his goings, it raises an army

of terrors ; it unsheathes the sword of divine vengeance, and \evela at bl oty head
warv threatening in the book of God. s
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1at has hitherto come under our notice. Consternation aud doubt
their looks. Shall they surrender themselves, as so ‘many tame vic-
a tyrant’s fury ; or shall they cut their way to safety, through the
of countrymen, friends, and brothers? Dreadful dilemma! While
e debating, the pursucrs are closing upon them. A few, a few
1 more, must decide their fate. But who is the person that intervenes
this critical juncture ?: '
It is a messcnger from the principal inhabitants of Judea. Ie
reathless and trembling, amazement in his face, and dust upon his
¢ An invasion!” he cries; “an invasion! The Philistines have
themselves upon our fronticrs! The Philistines are overrunning the

Upon the receipt of this news, see what vexation reddens in the dis-
ed monarch’s aspect! What anger lightens in his eye ! At the same
'hat pale reflections on his country’s danger mingle themselves with
Yy passions, and almost quench the flame enkindling in his checks.
1e vulture relinquish his prey, even when it lics fluttering under his

Galling thought! But his kingdom is at stake. If he does not

iately advance to repel the enemy, his all, his all is lost. Burming
re with indignation, yet chilled with fear, he turns, hasty though
ot, away. Are you not charmed, Eugenio, with this description of
uous and contrary passions, which afford the finest subject for historic
g, and are so happily expressed in this piece ?
. Indeed, Sir, I am shocked, rather than charmed. The very looks of
'vengeful monarch fill me with horror. 'What must he suffer in his
who discovers such rage and anguish in his featurcs! I would not
is furious temper for all his royal power.

Then, my dear Eugenio, you must endeavour to suppress every
n of envy and malevolence. You must cherish a cardial good-will to
1; and learn to rejoice in their excellencies and happiness, as well as
-own. Envy is the worm that gnaws, envy is the fury that embroils.
ctched heart. And an author, with whom you will ere long be ac-
d, has assured us,

Invidia Siculi non invenere tyranni
Tormentum majus, Hor.

next is a kind of night-piece. Stars are in the sky, and the new
sides on the skirts of the hemisphere ; which affords just light enough
inguish objects. This is a perfect contrast to the foregoing: we see
flict of jarring passions; but the principal person appears sedate and
sed, as the night that surrounds him. He stands on the bank of a
thoughtful and attentive, as though he was pondering or executing
mportant project.

r. This is Cyrus the Great. He stands upon the banks of the Eu-
8, not far from Babylon. He points with his sceptre, and is giving
ons to his army. The directions are to pass through the channel of
rer (which is drained of its water) in order to surprise the city.

« This is a prince of very superior dignity, the honoured instrument
cuting Jehovah’s counsels. He was foretold by the phrophet Isaiah,

is event is related 1 Sam. xxiii. 25, &c. Andit is one of the most extraordinary
es of a divine interposal, at the very crisis of need, that apy history has recorded.
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and even mentioned by name, more than two hundred years before his birth
Isa. xliv. 28; xlv. 1. Let us wish him prosperity ; for he goes to humbl
the pride of Babylon, and release the captivity of Israel. See with wha
regular movements and what calm alacrity his troops advance! Sileno
scems to escort them, while under covert of the shades, and with Provi
dence at their head, they march along a road never beforo irodden by th
foot of man. The soldiers of the garrison have abandoned their station m
the wall, to join in the dissolute indulgence of this fatal night. The inhabi
tants, like many a heedless sinner, are lulled in indolence, and dreaming
of pleasures, even on the very brink of ruin.

Eug. Why are those brazen gates which lead to the river placed in sudh
a distinguished point of view? They strike my eye more, I think, than ol
tho monuments of art and grandeur which adorn that superb city. And
let me farther ask, whether the painter has not offended against probability,
in suffering them to stand wide open? On the approach of so formidabk
an adversary, I should expoct to have found them shut with all possibl
security.

Asp. In this particular, the painter has shewed his judgment and nol
forgotten his piety. God had devoted that haughty and oppressive metro
polis to destruction. And you will perccive, from this circumstance, how
wonderfully he overrules all ovents for the accomplishment of his sacre(
purpose. Ilad those ponderous gates been shut®, the city had continue
impregnable, and the whole cnterprise been defeated. But, through somx
accidental forgetfulness, occasioned by the disorders of this riotous solemnity.
or rather by a very signal interposition of divinc vengeance, they are lef
open, and afford an easy entrance to slaughter and death ; which rush upoe
the unhappy creatures all sunk in sleep, or overcharged with wine ; as a con
cealed snare in some dreadful unexpected moment springs up, and inextri.
cably entangles the unwary bird. Was I to inscribe this picture with a
motto, I would chusc the apostle’s admonition, “ Be sober ; be vigilant.”

Who in this, with his length of hair + flowing upon his shoulders, with
such amplitude of personage, such magnificence of mien, and noble plain.
ness of habit ? ’

Euy. This is my favourite picce. My father sometimes shows me the heads
of the philosophers; but there is something so uninviting and severe in
Socrates and Diogencs, that I could never much admire them. But this,
8ir, is Scipio ; the thunderbolt of war, as Virgil calls him. Here is some-
thing so lovely and cngaging, as well as grand and majestic, that I am never
weary of looking on him.

Asp. Ile appears with a lady of distinguished beauty in his hand.

Eug. This is the captive princess who had been taken in war, who was set

# See this very momentous, though seemingly inconsiderable cirumstance, finely illus-
trated by M. Rollin, and compared with a remarkable prophecy in Isaiah, Ancient History,
vol. ii. p. 144, &c. ; a work in which the most entertaining and instructive events of anti.
quity are regularly digested, elegantly related, and stripped of those minuter incidents
which make the story move slow, and are apt to fatigue the attention.

1 I believe it was not customary with the Romans, especially their warriors, to have
long flowing hair. This, therefore, might seem an offence against what the Italians call
il costume, if the painter was not supported by the authority of Livy, who, in his delcripﬁu

icture of Scipio, gives us the following touches : ‘¢ Species corporis ampla ac magnifica.

reeterquam quod suapte natura multa majestas inerat, adornabat promissa 8
babitusque corporis, non cultus munditiis, sed virilis vere ac militaria. Lo TEW. . 85.
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spart for the general’s prize, but whom he is now restoring to her espoused
 hnsband.

Asp. You are right, Eugenio. He has just led in his lovely captive,
sitended by her husband and parents, amidst a full assembly of Romans and
Celtiberians, the victors and the vanquished. His modest eyes, you observe,
we rather turned from, than gazing upon the blooming virgin. Cannot you
mppoee how the spectators must be affected upon the opening of this extra-
wdinary scene? Every one beholds the hero with admiration, the lady with
delight. Every bosom is big with expectation, or in pain for the event.
After a short pause, he addreases himself to the lover in words to this effect :
“J am no stranger to your interest in this fine woman : The fortune of war
bas put her entirely into my power. The circumstance of my youth cannot
render me insensible to so engaging a person : but with us Romans, honour
and generosity have a more prevailing influence than transitory gratifications.
Take your bride ; be happy in each other; and, when you look upon this
gift, admire the Romans, be a friend to Rome.” Upon this he delivers her
(as you behold the action here represented) to the enamoured prince.—See
bow the crowds, that cluster and hang around, are struck with the bencficent
deed ! In the Celtiberians, we behold a mixture of vencration and surprise.
Their looks are full of meaning. Methinks they are going to cry out,
“ Excellant man !” In the Romans, we discern a conscious superiority and
exulfation of mind. Triumph is in their features, as though they would
my, “ This wondrous manis ours.” In the lady, we admire the accomplished
and modest fair, uniting all the dignity of her birth with all the delicacy of
her sex. What soft confusion and what tender joy appcar in her countenance !
She is lost in wonder, and at a loss for words : she speaks the acknowledg-
ments of her heart by the silent eloquence of a tear, which steals down her
glowing cheek to bedew the kind hand that has protected her innocence,
and is delivering her to her lord. Her lord is under an apparent and a
graceful struggle of love and gratitude : he doats upon his charming prin-
cess, and he almost adores his generous bencfactor. We can hardly tell
whether he is going to clasp the former in his arms, or throw himself at the
feet of the latter. The aged parents express their transport in a different
manner. Their knees are bent to the earth; their cyes are lifted up to
beaven ; they implore for their noble guardian every blessing that the gods
can bestow.  Scipio himself displays all the magnanimity of the conqueror,
tempered with the scdatenesa of the philosopher, and softened with the
gentleness of the friend. He gives happiness; but he cnjoys a greater.
His eyes sparkle with a sublime delight; and he seems to anticipate the
applause which this truly heroic act will gain in all countries and in all ages.

Eug. Is not this a greater victory than any that he had won in the field -
I of battle; and a nobler triumph than any that could be voted him by the
applauding senate ? Amiable Scipio! Might I be a Roman, I would be no
other than Scipio.

Asp. 1 wish you, my dear Sir, the temperance and generosity of Scipio ;
but from a better motive than his. He, I fear, was too much swayed by a
spirit of ambition, which you must endeavour to suppress rather than .
cherish. A spirit of ambition which pants after distinction, and thirsts <
applause, is diametrically opposite to the genius of the gospel, Gal. v. 2
It is a lesson which must infallibly be unlearned. if ever we become pf
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No turbulent or disorderly joy riots among the soldiery. They express no

the trinmph of their hearts in frantic exultations or drunken revels, but i

acts of thanksgiving to Jehovah ; in an attitude which spcaks the devou

t of the prophet, ¢ Thou art our battle-axc and weapons o

war,” Jer. li. 90 ; or the grateful declaration of the Psalmist, * Not unto us
0 Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name be the glory,” Psal. cxv. 1.

This last instance.informs my Eagenio, that prayer is an honourabl
employ ; bas been practised by persons of the-most admired cndowments
is the surest method of obtaining succees in whatever business we undertake

. aad of enjoying prosperity in whatever circumstances we are placed.

The next pioce is different from all the preceding. In thosc, armies with
their banners displayed, ships of war riding at anchor, battcring engines

YR

&

sad imstruments of death, form the perspectivo. In this, we have, al

around, & lovely and rural landscape, expreasive of peace, and enriched witl

plenty. Comn and cattle in the valleys, fruitful vineyards on the hills, and

besutifal gardens surrounding the bouses. But who is that graceful anc
seated on a stately throne of ivory and gold ?

Ewg. This is Solomon, having an interview with the Queen of Sheba
A large train of her attendants throng the avenues of the palace: som«
leading foreign animals; some bearing vases and caskets ; all arrayed in
strange apparel. The Israelites stare upon their outlandish visitants, their
costly presents, and peculiar habits. Their visitants aro as much surprised
st the walls, the towers, and especially the temple of Jerusalem. But you.
‘ Sir, I apprehend, are most pleased with the venerable person who fills thc

R

throne 1

Asp. Indeed I am; and so is his royal guest. Yon observe, in her robe,
her retinue, her deportment, an unpolished kind of grandeur. But all in
Solomon is 80 splendid, and at the same time so elegant ; displays such a
delicacy of taste and such a magnificence of spirit, that the Sabean princess
is perfectly in raptures. Sce how she stands fixed and gazing with spcech.
less admiration, like one lost in astonishment and transported with delight !
Her looks speak what, when she recovers the power of utterance, her tongue

: “ It was a true report that I hcard in my own land, of thy acts

ad of thy wisdom. Howbeit, I believed not the words, until I came, and
mino eyes had seen; and behold, the half was not.told me; thy wisdom
ad prosperity exceed the fame which I heard.”

Eug. This is a great compliment. Is it right, Sir, to praise a man it
. sch plain terms, and such high strains, to his very face? I think I haw
r heard Philenor blame such a practice, as inconsistent with refined manners
v and I have heard my father say, no one is a better judge of fine breeding
t than Philenor. And if the most agrecable behaviour, added to the most
wizning conversation, are what you call fine brecding, I am sure Philenor it
¥ V master of it to a very great degree. I love to be in his company, and an
u never better pleased than to hear him talk.
r, Asp. The compliment is high, but it is just. It is strictly conformable tc
w [_ trth, and proceeds from the most unaffected sincerity. If we take what
-3 | (dlows into consideration, we shall have a pattern of true politeness; a pro
| pedety, snd & refinement of address, far surpassing her majcsty’s external
3 } sate. “ Happy are thy men; happy are these thy servants, which stand
=. omtimually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.” Instead of envying, she

) - u
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congratulates the domestics of Solomon, and rejoices in their superior felick
This is benevolence.  “ Blessed be tho Lord thy God, which delighted
thee, to sct thee on the throne of Isracl. Because the Lord loved Israel faf
ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.”—Here dhi
ascribes all his royal virtues, and matchless accomplishments, to the

of Heaven. Though they are applauded in the person of Solomon, th’
are recognized as the free gift of Giod. 'This is piety. When the endow
ments we celebrate lead us to' magnify not their possessor, but their IHM
then the poison is corrected, and turncd into medicine. Praise thus -nl‘
stanced loses its muhgmty, and is rendered salubrious.

It pleases me to perccive, that you take so much notice of the convemﬁ
which passes between your worthy father and his ingenious friends. I
mise myrelf, you will also remember the maxim which we have now
from a queen—a queen, whom not only the sacred historian, but our H
Jesus Christ himself vouchsafes to mention, and with marks of approbation}
whose name therefore will be had in honour, when Semiramis and Cleophi
the heroines and the beauties, are consigned over to oblivion. The maxim
which I mean is this: There must be an union of sincerity, of bencvolenos,
and of piety, in order to constitute true politencss. Whoever pretonds to
fine breeding, and is destitute of these qualities, is nothing more than a pre-
tender. Ho bears just the same proportion to this ornamental character, sa
the ape and the monkey bear to the man.

But wc have not sufficiently examined our picture.  The dome is of cedaee
supported by pillars of marble, to which arc annexed curtains of silk amd
embroidery. The pillars shine with the most glossy polish, and swell upay
the eye with the boldest projections. The curtains, pendent in large and
casy folds, scems not adhesive to the canvass, but waving in the air. Thé
throne is exquisitely contrived, richly omamented, and highly finished. It
is evident the painter had in his eye that remarkable observation of Scripturs,
¢ There was not the like made in any kingdom ;" and he has really done all
which art could devise, or colours exccutc, in order to cxemplify the grest
encomium,

If the monarch was absent, we should desire no better entertainment tham
to view the beauties of the apartment; but can hardly allow any attention te
the edifice, when so graceful and so grand a presence bespeaks our regard,
For I must own there appears to me something peculiarly excellent in this
figure : a screnity and dignity, without any of that martial air which adds
a tm(tun- of ferocity to the warrior ; a sagacity and penetration not to be
cqualled by the wrinkles of age, yet transparent through all the bloom of
youth. Piety and wisdom, the love of God and the grace of his Spirit, give
an clovation to the mind, a secret charn to the countenance, and something
more than mortal to the whole man. I am apt to suspect, Eugenio, that you
yourself are ready to adopt a new favourite; that yon now prefer S8olomon even
to Scipio; and had rather be like the “beloved of the Lord,” than the darling
of Rome.

Eug. Every thing in Solomon is so vencrable and heavenly, that I am
filled with awe rather than fired with emulation. It is not for a boy to
think of imitating such high perfection !

Asp. Why not, my dear Sir? Tt was God who gave Solowon Wia superior wis-
doni and exalted accomplishments. And God ia ““the same yesterday , w-day
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wd for ever;” as willing to hear, and as able to help you, as ho was to
bear and bless his servant Solomon. Neither let your youth be a discou-
mgement.  ““Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings, he ordaineth
srength, and perfects praise,” Psal. viii. 2. Samucl ministered in the temple
hen he was but a child, 1 Sam. ii. 18. Josiah, while he was yct young,
to scek after the God of his fathers, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 3. Timothy
we acquainted with the holy scriptures from his earlicst years, 2 Tim. iii.
_45. And Solomon himself was none of the oldest, when he was favoured
with that extraordinary vision, and made that admirable choice at Gibeon,
1Kings, iii. 3, 6, &c.; a'passage of scripture which I dare say you have read,
which I would recommed to your attentive consideration, and which I hope
you will take for the model of your conduct. And if you, like. that illus-
. fious young prince, desire a wise and understanding heart, more than the
siluence of wealth or the distinctions of honour ; if you *“seek wisdom as
' siver, and scarch for her as for bid treasure; then shall you also understand
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” Prov. ii. 4, 6.
The next that occurs presents us with a view of the sca; and a most tre-
mendous view it is.
Ewg. This is the voyage related by the evangelist, when our Lord sailed
with his disciples, and bid the storm be still, and made the ocean calm.
4sp. Then we may truly say, ‘ A greater than Solomon is here!” Give
m leave to hint, upon this occasion, that every picture of Christ must ncces-
wily depreciate his glorions person. Thercfore you will never think, that a
fv rays beaming round his sacred head, can properly distinguish the Son of
6od, or express the grace of his offices, and the divinity of his nature. It isnot
b display the perfections of the Lord Jesus himself, but only to give us an idea
# onc of his works, that the pencil has been employed on this grand subject.
You will also remember, that it was not the main ocean, but the lake of
Tiberias on which they sailed. IIowever, the painter is at liberty to make
his sea a8 large as he pleases, and his storm as terrible as he can.  Accord-
ingly, he has collected all the horrors of a tempest. Lightnings fire the arch
above ; and thunders, could thunders have been painted, would have rocked
the ground below. Those flaming bolts have smitten a huge promontory,
aad torn its rugged brow. Sce how the rocky fragment is tumbling with
impetuous bound from cliff to cliff! The waters, lashed by furious winds,
heave and toss their tumultuous billows : here they rise in rolling ridges,
* there they rage in devouring whirls. .Amidst these horrible commotions,
you behold a vesscl in all the extremity of distress: straining under the
‘ blast, battered and half overwhelmed by the surge, she can no longer main-
8 tin the uncqual conflict; she yiclds to the resistless flood ; and begins,
§ cvidently begins, to sink. Perplexed, amazed and at their wite’ end, the
' ‘ disciples run to and fro. They shift their tackling, lighten the stowage, try
. 1 every expedient; and find, to their inexpressible affliction, every expedient
iveffectual.
We cast our cye forward, and their divine Master appears sedately rising
from a2 gentle slumber. He sees the perplexity and horror of his com-
* panions, without the least emotion of alarm. He sces destruction approach-
i ing, heaven and carth mingling ; and instead of being dismayed, enjoys the
. ." ¢tlemental war. 'What composure in his mien! what dignity in his attitude !
wiat majesty, swectened with compassion, in his aspect! such a3 could
/ 2
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ariso from no other cause, but a conscious and undoubted certainty thed
not one of the company should perish, not a hair of their head be inj

and that all this mighty uproar of nature should end in a demonstration
his mighticr power, and a confirmation of his disciples’ faith. He
abroad into the mutinous sky and the turbulent deep: He waves, mﬂl
authoritative air, his sacred hand, and adds the great commandi

Peace ! be still. Do you inquire n.ftor the effect ? let Milton declare it :— .

¢* Coufusion heard his voice, and wild uproar .
Stood ruled.”

This is expressed in another draught, where all is hushed, the
tremendous ngxtatxons cease, and the most profound tranquillity takes
place. The water is smooth as glass; we have the picture of a m
calm, and view those very persons, who a little while ago were in the
wildest distraction and in the jaws of ruin, surrounding their Lord as mem
alive from the dead. Their consternation is turned into wonder; and
their pangs of fear into ecstacies of joy. They acknowledge the ommi-
potence, and adore the goodness of Jesus.

Eug. Well may they acknowledge his omnipotence, since winds and
waves obey him. Great reason have they to adore his goodnmess, since
he rescued them from the very jaws of denth—that worst of delﬁll,
penslnng in the stormy deep.

Asp. If Jesus Christ had vouchsafed such a deliverance to my Eugenie,
what would he have thought, or how would he have been affected ?

Eug. 1 should have thought mysclf inexpressibly obliged, and that X
could never show sufficient gratitude to so great a benefactor. .

Asp. Assure yoursclf, then, my dear Sir, that he has done infinitely mom
for you : that he has delivered you, not indecd from being swallowed up
by the raging billows, but from sinking into the pit of everlasting perdic
tion: that he has not only rescued you from endless destruction, but:
obtained cternal life and heavenly happiness for you.—This he has done,
not by speaking a word, or issuing a command; but by bearing your
guilt, suffering ydur punishment, and dying the death, the most ignomimious
and tormenting death, in your stead. Should you not then unfeignedly
love him ? study to please him? and make it the reigning endeavour of
your life to glorify him ?

Here Theron returned, and the young student withdrew, after receiving
some affectionate and encouraging compliments from Aspasio, who wae
going to enlarge upon the excellent taste of his friend, the instructive style
of his picturcs, the good sensc and great proficiency of his son: but
Theron, far from coveting the praise, and fully satisfied with the com-
sciousnees of acting the becoming part, prevented his discourse by stepping
to a pair of glass folding-doors, which, thrown open, admitted them into
the study.

A chimney-piece of grey marble, with plain, but bold and protuberant
mouldings, formed a very handsome appearance. In various little niches
were fixed elegant busts; and on the several interstices hung beautiful
prints, represeuting many of the most eminently learned men, who were
the ornaments and blessings both of ancient and modern times. The

wmbelves all around were accommodated, mot cucumbered, Wik oo
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Aspasio, running over the lettered backs, observed a collection of the most
valuable authors in history and natural philosophy, in poctry and divinity.

You will casily perccive, said Theron, that I am somewhat singular in
farnishing my study, as well as in ornamenting the avenue. My books
are not for show, but use ; and claim a regard, rather on account of their
worth than their number. An immense multitude of volumes, I have
always thought, is more likely to embarrass the attention than to improve
the understanding. A huge library scems to resemble a perplexing
labyrinth ; and often bewilders the mind, instcad of leading it cxpe-
ditiously to the acquisition of truth.

When people are eager to peruse a multiplicity of writings, it frequently
bappens, that in reading all they digest none. They taste some empty
and transient amusement, but collect no solid or lasting advantage. Their
minds arc somewhat like those capacious looking-glasscs, which we have
geen exposcd in the most frequented and populous strects of London.  They
receive all manner of shadowy images, but no substantial impression. A
thousand figures pass through them, not onc abides in them.

Our books, replied Aspasio, as well as our fricnds, should rather be select
than numerous. For my part, I would desire- no more than two or three
of the moet correct and masterly writers in any science. These a person of
moderate capacity may be able to comprehend ; and not comprechend only,
but enrich his memory with the choicest sentiments, and make the sub-
stance of their works his own. He will, by repetition and familiar con-
verse, enter into their spirit, and acquire their manner ; while a rambler in
reading does little more than gratify his fancy, without refining his taste,
or amending his heart.

Upon this Aspasio turned himself, and espied in one corner of the apart-
ment the celestial and terrestrial globes; in another, a large reflecting tele-
wope ; and on the top of a bureau, one or two of the best microscopes.

These instruments, resumed Theron, have opened an inexhaustible fund
o the finest entertainments*. They have furnished us with new ecyes,
ad brought up, I may venture to say, a new world into our view. They
give us a sight of wonders, which may scem incredible to the incurious
vulgar, and were utterly unknown to the most inquisitive sages of antiquity.
They charm the eye with a display of inimitable beauties, where nothing
worthy of motice was cxpected. They throw the mind into a pleasing
tnusport of admiration ; and from the meancst, lowest objects, raise the
most amiable and exalted idecas of the all-glorious Creator.

. I'have often regretted, that such rational and manly gratifications should
be almost universally supplanted by the fantastical and childish amusements
in vogue. 'Why should not the contemplation of nature’s surprising novel-
ties be as acceptable an entertainment as the stale diversion of quadrille ?
be as refined an employ for a leisure hour as to count the spots on a pack
of cards? The ladies, I am very sure, might find brighter colours and more
delicate ornaments in the robes and head-drees of a common fly, than ever

* Gentlemen of taste and seriousness cannot, I think, have a nobler piece of furniture
for their studies, than the microscope and the telcscope, the orrery and the air-pump.
This apparatus would afford them a most delightful and improving amusement in &
solitary hour ; it would also give them an opportunity of entertaining their compauy, in
a truly elegant and very instructive manner. It would open a fine and ample field for
displaying the glories of God the Creator, and of God the Redeemer.
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they foundamidst the trinkets of a toy-shop. And was the fair circle of femaley
once acquainted with the radiant varnish and rich studs which cnamel the
cover of a beetle's wing, I am apt to think they would view with less
rapture, with more indifference, perhaps with a becoming disdaim, al}
the pretty fancies of a beau's wardrobe. :

A few days ago, when the accomplished Manilia favoured us with g
visit, 1 shewed her, through a magnifying-glass, the sting of a bee, thy
scale of a sole, the wing of a gnat, and some other beautiful minims of
nature, together with the powder which adheres to our fingers when we
touch the body of a moth: “ Amazing!” cried the young lady; * what
elegant figures! What enchanting finery ! .
‘¢ Smallest lineaments exact,

In all the liveries deck'd of summer’s pride,
‘With spots of gold and purple, azure and green."”
MiLTox, book vil.

« How perfect the polish, and how high the finishing of that little wes.
pon! This piece of defensive armour, how skilfully contrived, and how
curiously wrought ! Ilerc rising into little ridges, like the bosses of a buckler,
fitted to repel injuries : there, scooped into little eavities, designed, I supposs,
to diminish its weight ; that the coat of mail may not encumber, even whils
it defends, the puny wearer. What I took to be a whitish despicable rag,
is the neatest fan I ever beheld ; mounted on sticks ¥ inimitably tapering
and slender, tinged with all the soft and lovely colours of the most glossy
mother-of-pearl. But what astonishes me more than all, is the view of thai
coloured dust, which your instrument has turned into a cluster of feathers;
every one wrought off with a regularity and a delicacy that are beyond the-
power of description. The finest stroke drawn by the Italian pen, com::
pared with the extremne minutencss of the shaft, is broad and bulky s
an admiral’s mast. A speck of leaf-gold, could it be weighed against the
exquisite attenuations of the vane +, would scem more substantial and pon: .
derous than yonder marble slab.

“ Ilow nice, even to a prodigy, must be the mechanism of the animaleule
race! I sce globules, I sce tides of blood, rolling through meanders inex- .
pressibly finer than the finest hair.—Stranger still! 1 see whole shoals of
active creatures cxpatiating in a single drop of water §; taking their pastime
amidst such a scanty canal, as unstraitened, and as much at large, as levia-
than in the abysses of the -ocean. A whole kingdom of those creatures,
though collected into a body, are quite undiscernible by the naked eye.
What then must be the size of cvery individual?  Yet in every individual
there is a complete system of limbs ; each endowed with spontancous mo-

® These sticks are the little rib: which support, at proper intcrvals, the fine transpareat
membrane of the wing.

+ Vane is the feathery part of a quill.

1 In a single drop of water, Dr. Hook is said to hdve discovered, with his microscope,
eight millions two hundred and eighty thousand animalcules. This is mentioned,
because it is the prevailing philosophy of the age: though I must confess that M,
Gautier scems to have gone a considerable way towairds giving it another turn; as he
has proved, before alearned assembly at Paris, that the vermiculares of Lewenhoeck, and
the living moleculic of M. de Buffon, were ouly balls of air agitated by the fermenting of the
sced. If so, it is not impossible but Dr. Hook's animalcules may be nothing more tham

balls of air, agitated by the fermenting of the pepper. Be this e it will, the young
ady’s remarks on the wonders of mechanisia in the aniwalcule creation, L belwve, Wil
er be controverted.



DIALOGUE VI i03

Sea; all assembled, though not crowded, in a living atom. To reflect upon
e texture of vessels and the operation of organs, so coniplex, so numerous,
Mt 20 inconceivably minute ; how it awakens admiration, fills me with
wverence of the Almighty Maker, and yiclds a pleasure inﬁnitcly supcrior
% all the modish amusements of our sex! Your discoveries of life in minia-

tare have given me a disgust of what is called high life, and its solemn fop-
i You have spoiled me, Theron, for a fashionable trifler. I shall no
domger relish the dull economy of the fan, or the poor parade of the snuff-
h-

i Asp. Have you nothing to say of the tclescope ?—I believe it must be
my province to celebrate this admirable invention ; and I wish I could do it
. with Manilia’s brilliantimagination. If the microscope leads us downward,
- to the curious secrcts of the animaleule creation, the telescope bears us up-
ward, to the grand peculiarities of the starry regions. The eye, conducted
by this wonderful guide, visits a variety of majestic orbs, which would other-
wiee be loet in unmeasurable tracts of ether. This, far more surprising than
the discoveries of Columbus, has found out new colonies of worlds in cevery
qurter of the nocturnal skics. This has placed a glittering crescent on the
wow of one * of the plancts; and has given others a most stately train of
stiendants .
Tell me, Theron, could you discern the full choir of the constellations, or
Gtinguish the varicgated face of the moon, without the aid of our tele-
eopic tube ? Could you, with your unassisted cye, get a sight of Jupiter's
atellites, or procure a glimpee of Saturn’s ring? Without that supplemen-
fry aid to our sight, they are quite imperceptible ; though the satellites of
the former are incomparably more magnificent than the rctinuc of all the
monarchs in the world ; and, compared with the ring of the latter, all the
bridges on ten thousand rivers are less than the ferule of your cane.

As the telescope to the eye, so is revelation to the understanding. It
discovers truths, which, exclusive of such a discovery, had been for ever hid
from the most sagacious minds. It is strange to the unlearned observer,
that this ponderous globe of earth and seas should wheel its rapid circuit
round the sun. Bat the telescope has rendered this fact clear to a demon-
stration. It is strange likewise to our natural apprehensions, that we should
die im Adam, and be undone by our first parent’s disobedience ; nor less so
that we should be made alive in Christ, and derive our recovery from his
“imputed righteousness. But revelation makes this doctrine as certain as it is
comfortable.

Ther. Does revelation make it certain ?—This is a point not yet estab-

" Lshed, but taken for granted. I rather apprchend, that revelation in no
| place maintains it—in many places disavows it. Since your absence,
| Aspasio, 1 have spent some time in searching the Scriptures, with a parti-
" cilar view to this tenct; and I can find no such expression in the wholo
| Bible, as the imputation of Christ’s rightcousncss. If it was so leading an
i aticle as you represent, surely it could not have been entirely forgotten by
¢ the inspired writers, nor utterly cxcluded from their body of divinity.
y  4sp. The very identical expression may not occur, and yct the doctrine be
! abundantly taught. I belicve you never met with the word resurrec-
tion in any part of the Pentateuch, nor ever rcad the phrase satisfuction in
4 the New Testament. Yet our Lord fully proved the truth of the former

® The planet Venaus. t The satellites of Jupiter and Saturn.
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from the writings of Moses ; and you yoursclf have ncknowledged the latéee
to be the unanimous scnse of the apostles and evangelists. \ oR

In the Epistle to the Romans, we have express and repeated mention of e
rightcousness imputed. What or whose rightcousness can be the sub)eet o
this assertion ? Not the rightcousness of angels : they are a superior clay’
of beings, and have no such intimate connexion with our nature. Not ﬁ
nuhtcousness of eminent saints: this is the exploded error of Popery ; and:
furnishes the Romish zealots with that chimera of arrogance and folly, woel§ -
of supererogation. Not any ngbtcousucss of our own: for it is positively:
declared to be without works, Rom. iv. 6, in which no works of our own"
have any concurrence or the least sharc.—What other rightcousnees them
can be meant, but the righteousness of our great Substltute, Surety, aad
Saviour, who took our nature, discharged our debt, and is therefore styled;:
« Jehovah our rightcousness " Jer. xxiii. .

Ther. This scems contrary to the whole tenor of the sacred instructions.
What says the prophet?  * When the wicked man turneth away from his
wickedness that he hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and right; :
he shall save his soul alive,” Ezck. xviii. 27. Ilerc that grcatest of bless--
ings, the salvation of the soul, is ascribed to a departure from ovil and a per-
severance in good ; to a real alteration in & man’s own temper and conduct,
not to any fanciful application of somec transmissive righteousness from
another.

Asp. Let me ask my Theron, Is there no wickedness but riot and
debauchery, profaneness and injustice? Unbelief, though it may pass with-
out censure or notice in a system of morality, is, in the volume of revelatiom,
declared a capital crime.  Our Lord, speaking of the Holy Spirit, mentions
it as a signal part of his offic, that “Le shall convince the world of sin.” Of
what sin?  Scandalous violations of moral rectitude?  This were a necdles
cmploy.  The light of reason is sufficient to evinee such a charge, and the
court of conscicnce is erect:d to pass the deserved sentence.  Of sin, adds the .
heavenly Teacher, * because they believe not on me,” John xvi. 9; on my
death, as the cause of their forgiveness; on my rightcousncss, as the ground
of their acceptance ; on my Spirit, as the powerful principle of their holiness,

Unbelief treats God as a liar, I Johin v. 10; beecause it rejects the testi-
mony which he has borne concerning his beloved Son.  Unbelief tramples on
the blood of Christ, and is a moet contemptuous affront to all his savi
oftices.  Unbelief would counteract the operations of the Holy Ghost, whoss
peculiar work it is to testify of Christ, and make manifest his righteousncss.
Unbclief instigates (could we have thought it possible?) a child of dust, a
slave of sin, to idolise himself and his own performances. To say all in a
word, unbelicf is that great, that comprchensive iniquity, which scornfully
rejects, or impiously renounces, the most glorious method of salvation which
Omniscience itsclf could devise.

The wicked man, thercfore, never turms from his wickedness, till he turns,
by a truc faith, to Jesus Christ. Till then, he is a rebel against the gospel,
however he may pay some specious and partial rcgard to the law. So fla-
grant a rcbel, that he stands particularly excepted in the act of evangelical
indemnity.  For as ‘“he that believeth on the 8on hath everlasting life ; so

he that believeth not is condemned already, and the wrath of God abideth om
him,” John iii. 18. 30.
Z%er. What are the Psalmist's sentiments on this subject?  Does nekh
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represent the matter in a very different light? ¢ Thou, Lord, art merciful ;
for thou rewardest every man according to his,” not another’s ¢ works,”
Paal. Ixii. 12.

Asp. Weighty saying! May it impress our very hearts! God is mer-
dful, 'and therefore rewardeth. From whence it appears, that what we call
sreward, is really an act of mercy rather than of justice. The wages of sin
s death ; but the gift " (says the apostle, altering his style, and making a
most important distinction,) the gift “of God is eternal life,” Rom. vi. 23.
The inspired penman subjoins, not for, but according to, cvery man’s works.
His works are the measure, not the meritorious cause. To merit, is the sole
prevogative of the Saviour. To him it is owing, that our imperfect scrvices
are honoured with any acceptance ; much more that they are recompensed
with any reward.

Ther. Does not this cxposition of yours clash with that truly gencrous
acknowledgment of St. Peter ?  * In every nation, he that fearcth God, and
worketh righteousness, is accepted with him,” Acts x. 35: Here it is unde-
siably cvident, that acceptance with our Creator is founded on a man’s own
piety and personal integrity.

Asp. Rightly to understand this text, we should inquire into the circum-
stances of the history. The apostle had been strongly and most unreason-
ably prejudiced in favour of the Jews ; imagining that the salvation of Christ,
hike the dispensation of Moses, must be confined to his countrymen. But
now, having considcred the purport of his latc lieavenly vision, having com-
pared it with the angelic message delivered to Cornclius, and being made
acquainted with the character of that valuable man, e breaks out into this
traly catholic declaration : ¢ My prejudices are vanished. My scntiments
are enlarged.  From the instance before me, it is demonstrably certain, that
God dows not appropriate the blessings of his covenant to any particular per-
son, family, or people. ¢But, in every nation, he that feareth him, and,
from a principle of religion in the heart, ¢ worketh rightcousness’ in the life,
‘is accepted ;° so accepted, as to be an object of the divine favour, aud an
inheritor of cternal happiness.”

This, I think, is the exact mecaning of the place. And let it be recol-
leeted, that no one truly fears, or can possibly please God, without faith,
Heb. xi. 6.  For which rcason it is necessary to suppose, that Cornclius,
though a hcathen by birth, had believed through grace.  Nay, it is evident
from the context, that he had heard of Jesus Christ ; had some acquaintance
with the design of his coming, and the cxccution of his office * ; enough to
be the ground of a real, though perhaps an infantile faith.  The business of
the apostle was, to lead this convert into the clear light and full privileges of
the gospel ; to ratify and confirm his title to them, by the sacred scal of bap-
tism ; and introduce him, as the first-fruits of the Gentiles, into the Christian
church.

So that nothing can be concluded from this passage, but that the glad
tidings of Christianity are for Jews, for Gentiles, for all people ; that faith,

® See Acts x. 36, 37. Indeed it could hardly be otherwise, since Cornelius was scttled
st Cesarea, the residence of the lord-lieutenant, and seat of the civil, as Jerusalem was of
the ecclesiastical government.  In a place of such genceral resort, 50 very rcmarka.ble an
event could mot Le unknown, especially as Philip the evangelist had fixed his abode in llu!.
city. Sce Acts, viii. 40,
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cven when weak, is productive of good works ; and when sincerely :mprovd.'
will certainly be increased—*¢ will go from strcngtb to strength.”

Ther. Doces not our Saviour, in describing the process, and foretelhng ﬁ'
issue of the last ducisive trial, assign a kingdom to the righteous? nssign i
in this precise view, a8 a proper remuneration of their own good worksy
saying, in the most express terms, *Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world : For I w'
an hungered, and yc gave ine meat ; for,” &c. Matt. xxv. 30.

Asp. Be pleased to take notice of the expression. They are bidden “
inherit ; and what is freer than an inheritance? Observe also the reason
alleged, and compare it with the rule of judicaturc: “Ile that believeth,™
saith the supreme Judge, “shall be saved.” This is the avowed, the invari-
able standard, by which he proceeds in administering everlasting judgment..
Accordingly, he confers cternal life on the righteous, as persons entitled to-
this great felicity, on the foot of his own gracious appointment.

For denotes, not the foundation, but the evidence of their right. “ I aoquit
sach a person,” says the arbitrator in a judicial claim, ¢ for the witnesses
depose that the debt is paid.” The deposition, which answers to thess
righteous acts, is the proof; payment of the debt, which corresponds with
Christ’s perfect obedicnce, is the cause of the discharge. “ For ye have given,
ye have abounded in all instances of duty to me, and love to your brethren ;
and thereby have manifested yourselves true believers.”

It may be further observed, that our Lord says not, ye have done it to your
fellow-creatures, but to ¢ these my brethren,” Matth. xxv. 40. He com-
mends not every random act of good-nature or generosity, but such kinds of
beneficence only as carry the Christian stamp—were exercised to a disciple,
““in the name of a disciple.” And those most evidently spring from faith ;
these undeniably attest its sincerity.

Ther. Arc not these distinctions more subtile than solid ?

Asp. To me they appear in no such light. If you think otherwise, let us
appeal to those excellent persons themselves.  The turn, the very remarkable
turn of their sentiments, will fully decide our question. Do they lay any
stress upon their own religious dutics and beneficent deeds?  Far from rely-
ing on them, farther still from pleading them, they bestow not a smglo
thought upon them. Ilaving fixed their hopes on the Rock of Ages, they
forget these trausicnt bubbles*. Nay, they wonder that their exalted Master
should condescend to make any honourable mention of such imperfect services.
O that we may be enabled, through the whole course of ourlives, to follow the
example of their picty ! and, when we stand before the tremendous tribunal,
to imitate their humility and wisdom! Their humility, in rcnouncmg them-
selves, and disclaiming all desert of their own: their wisdom, in reposing
their whole confidence on the merits and righteousness of their Redeemer.

Ther. Our Lord makes no mention of this doctrine in his sermon on the
mount. Whereas, if it had been so very material, he would at least have
tonched upon it in that comprehensive summary of true religion.

* Bubbles they are, compared with the all-glorious obedience of Christ, or considered
in reference to the grand affair of justification before GGod. But as bubbles, or watery
vesicles inflated with air, are the means of exhibiting the beautiful colonrs of the rainbow,

80 these services, though poor and defective, bear testimony 1o the exisience ot Wk yre-
cious grace—faith.
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Asp. Our Tord says not a word concerning the sacrifice of his death.
either is there a syllable relating to his intercession for transgressors. But
these articles of our faith to be deemed fictitious or superfluous, because
fhey are not expressly inculcated in that admirable treatise of practical
Evimity ?

However, upon a more attentive examination, perhaps, we shall find the
pomt most strongly implied, though not distinctly specified : its necessity
demonsirated, though its nature be not explained. The illustrious Teacher
epened his mouth, and with a peculiar solemnity said, * Blessed are the poor
@ spirit,” Matt. v. 3. But who are they? Not the persons who soothe
themselves with the flattering conceit of the Laodicean church, ¢“I am rich
in obedience, and increased in spiritual goods,” Rev. iii. 17. Those rather,
‘who see their indigence, bewail their guilt, and hunger and thirst after the
 jetifying merit of a Redecmer; who, from the very bottom of an humbled
beart, confess, “ Lord, I am no more able to conform all my conduct to thy
 most holy law, than I am capable of atoning for my innumerable sins.
Christ must be my righteousness, as well as my propitiation, or clse I am

irecoverably undone.”

The inimitable preacher farther assures his hearers, that, ¢ unless their right-
msness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, they shall in no
vise enter into the kingdom of heaven,” Matth.v.20. How must Christians

- exceed the Pharisees ?  Not only in being sincere, in having respect unto all

God’s commandments ; but also in possessing a complete righteousness, such
as the divine holiness can with complacency accept, and in which the divine
jastice may with honour acquiesce. Nor can this be any thing less than the
perfect obedience of the great Mediator.  8t. Paul's memorable testimony,
concerning his attainments in the Pharisaical, and his hopes in the Christian
state, afford the very best comment upon this important declaration of our
Lord; Phil. iii. 7, 8, 9. )

Ther. The Oracle of heaven, you know, was once consulted upon that
most momentous of all questions, how a person may ascertain his title to life
and immortality ? and what is the tenor of the sacred rescript? We are
referred to the ten commandments ; and, in the most explicit terms, with the
moet peremptory air, told, * This do, and thou shalt live,” Matth. xix. 17;
Luke x. 28.

~ Asp. That particular person, if you please, was referred to the ten com-
mandments ; not we, and mankind in general. Our Lord, in the preceding
verses, had been informing his disciples, that they must reccive the kingdom
of God, or the grace of the gospel, and the blessings it proposes, as a little
child. And this can hardly signify, in conscquence of their own doings.

Ther. “That particular person referred to! Not we, and mankind in

general ! 7 T do not understand your meaning, Aspasio.

4sp. You will observe, then, that our Lord’s reply was not an universal

direction, but an answer, ad hominem, peculiarly adapted to the young gen-
tieman’s application, which, however it may be admired, was none of the
wizst. Instead of asking, “ How shall a poor guilty mortal, who is every
day offending, obtain forgivencss from the righteous God 2” instead of saying,
~How shall I, who am not able to think a good thought, make sure my title
t an eternal weight of glory ?” our qucrist demands, “ What good thing
skall I do, that I may inherit eternal life ?”  The reply proceeds upon the



108 TUERON AND ASPASIO.

inquirer’s own principles: “ If you cxpect salvation upon such legal termg
know that your obedicnce must be nothing less than a perfect conformity &
the divine law. Perform all its precepts in their utmost extent, and witleay
unremitted perseverance, then”—But, alas! such perfection is too high fu
fallen creatures, they cannot attain untoit. Necessarily, thercfore, must they
drop all such pretcnsions, and have recourse to some other method of justi.
cation. -

Ther. Why did that  wonderful Counsellor,” if such was the ‘purport of
his answer, express himself so obscurely? 'Why did he not divert his pro.
mising scholar from this fruitless attempt, and put him in the right, the
practicable way of obtaining salvation ?

Asp. This he did with the finest address, and in the moset skilful mannes,
Had our Lord affirmed, “ You are worldly, you are covetous, your riches ary
your god ;” such a charge would in all probability have been as confidently
denied as it was plainly urged. Therefore he brings this specious hypocrite
to a test®, which could not be evaded, and which was sure to discover the
truth ; a test, which laid open the palpable and enormous defects of his se
much boasted obedience ; which made it appear that, instead of keeping all
the commandments, this vain sclf-justiciary had not obeyed the very first;
but amidst all his towering imaginations of himself, had been, and at that very
instant was, a sordid grovelling idolater, who preferred his transitory posses.
sions on earth to an cverlasting inhcritance in the kingdom of heavea,
Could any expedient be morc suitable to the case, or better calculated te
reduce him, intoxicated as he was with pride, to a sober humble mind ; to
beat him off from his false foundation, ‘‘the rightcousness which is of the
law,” and lead him to a rcliance on the promiscd, the expected, the present
Messiah ? ’

It puts-me in mind of my friend Sagacio’s conduct, which seems to havé
some conformity with our Lord's procedure, and may poesibly tend to illus-
trate its propriety.—Visiting onc of his unlcarned neighbours, he found him
in company with a certain talkative stranger, who was haranguing at an
extravagant rate on the wonders of astronomy. Sagacio soon perccived, that
the chief furniture of this cxtraordinary adept lay in a little acquaintance
with the technical terms, and somewhat more than a little share of assurance.
How should he bring the self-plumed sciolist to a little modesty of sentiment,
and decorum of conversation? He took leave to ask, *“ What the word
astronomy might signify ?” The orator was struck dumb in a moment. He
had never informed himself, it seems, that astronomy related to the order and
regulation of the stars.  This single question taught our minute philosopher
more effectually than twenty lectures on the subject. It taught him his own
ignorance, and that he had the very rudiments of his so much admired science
still to learn.

Ther. What will you say to those famous passages in the epistle of 8t.
James, “ By works a man is justificd,” “ Was not Abraham our father
justified by works 2” James ii. 21, 24. Can any words be plainer in their

* Matth. xix. 21. ¢ If thou wilt be perfect, sell all that thou hast, and give to the A
This direction seems to be much of the same nature with that other part of our
reply : “If thon wilt enter into life, keep the commandments.”’ Both were personal, both

ional, both adapted to particular circumstances. The later is no wore the
evangelical way to heaven, than the former is indispensally Suligatsry oa X
3
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meaning? Or can any meaning be more directly opposite to the whole
wope of your argumentation ?

Asp. This I would say, Theron : The passages you quote, when detached
kom the context, may seem inconsistent with the declarations of another
spostle ; as a limb, when wrenched from its natural situation, appears with
m air of disproportion. Whereas, reduco the dislocated part, and it will
recover the symmetry of its shape, it will harmonize exactly with the
saimal system. Replace likewise thesc assertions, consider them in con-
mexion with the whole paragraph, and they will be found, if not unisons,
yet perfect concords, with the strain of 8t. Paul's teaching.

What is the point which St. James undertakes to illustrate? To distin-
- guish & genuine from an insincere faith: “If a man say, he hath faith,”
| James ii. 14 : this is mentioned as the boast of some hypocritical professor.
Bo that the apostle is evidently dealing with a pretender to the precious

git, and therefore replies, “Shew me thy faith;* prove the reality of thy
daim, prove it to me and to the church, to thy fellow-creatures and fellow
Christians.  If unproductive of righteous and godly works, wo must pro-
wunce it spurious, worthless, dead.

Having detected the counterfeit, he proceeds to describe the sterling.
The grand characteristic of which is, a frame of mind, and a course of
aetion, corresponding with the doctrine believed. By this touchstone, the
fiith of our renowned progenitor was tried, and being tried, was ¢ found
wunto praise, and honour, and glory.” ‘ Was not Abraham our father
justified by works?” Justified! Xow? As to acceptance with the
supreme Judge? No: this was effected long before the patriarch offered
up Isaac. But when he exercised that heroic act of self-denial, resignation
and obedience, then his justification was evidenced to all his contemporarics
#nd to all generations. “ His faith was made perfect,” answered its proper
end, and appeared to be of the true, the triumphant, the scriptural kind,
since it overcame the world, overcame sclf, and regarded God as all in all.

Upon the whole, St. Paul speaks concerning the justification of our
pereons ; St. James concerning the justification of our faith*. St. Paul
describes the manner of being justified before the all-sceing God; St.
James points out the proof{ of a justified state, as it is visible to men. The
former proceeds from the immaculate righteousness of Christ, placed to our
sccount ; the latter consists in the fruits of righteousness adorning our life.
- Rightly understood, therefore, these passages are not in the least contradic-
fory to the epistles of St. Paul, or to the scope of my argumentation; but are
' 3 seasonable caveat, and a proper preservative, against misunderstanding

those, or perverting this.

‘ Ther. I wish you would read that concise, but judicious abridgement of

* That the expression used by St. James signifies this declarative justification, is plain

from 1 Tim. iii. 16, where the apostle speaking of our Lord Jesus Christ, says, ixainén,

| Hewas justified in or by the Spirit ; declared to be the true Son of God ; manifested on
" earth, and recognised from heaven, as the undoubted Saviour of the world.

+ A very little reflection, I should imagine, must convince every unprejudiced reader,
that St. James cannot possibly be stating the method of justification before the infinitely
righteous God ; because he never so much as mentions the death of Christ, ¢ who made
his soul an offering for sin; to whom give all the prophets witness, that whosoever
believeth in bhim shall receive remission of sins; and besides whom, there is no other

asme given under heaven whereby we can be saved.” Could an apostie 8o sbec\utely

forget bis Lord ; and in a case where every other inspired writer ackuowled ges Wim, ney
scknowledges him to be ALt IN ALL ! r ° ?



. 110 THERON AND ASPASIO.

true religion, comprised in the fiftcenth Psalm. The sacred penman, for
his own, and for the information of all mankind, asks, “Lord, who shal
dwell in thy tabemn.cle, or who shall rest upon thy holy hill?” To this
most interesting inquiry the following verses are a full and satisf;
answer; the whole of which turns upon the discharge of moral dutiesy
«“ walkmg uprightly, and working righteousness ;” without a syllable, ora
single hint, concerning the very superior excellence of faith, or the extrema
necessity of a vicarious obedience.

Asp. T have often read, and I well remember, that beautiful, and instrue-
tive Psalm. And I beg lcave to observe, once for all, with relation to such
passages of the Old Testament, that they suppose the persons whom
describe to be conviuced of their natural oorruptlon, to be humbled under
a sense of their actual guilt, and to live in a conscientious observance of
the expiatory sacrifices ; all which had an invariable reference to Christ,
and derived their whole virtue from his mediation.

Would any of the Jewish saints, think yon, have dared to advance a
plea for eternal blessedness, upon the foot of their own conformity to such
moral directions ; neglecting at the same time the sacrifices of the thres
great festivals, or a believing improvement of the daily oblation? By mo
means. They were, and they would acknowledge themselves, deplorably
defective ; they would plead the promise of free grace, and fly to the blood
which God himself had appointed to make an atonement for their souls.
By such sentiments, and such a conduct, they reduced to practice the very
cssence of our doctrine ; disavowing their own decds, however virtuous or
rcllgmus, and trusting in the strength of Isracl, “the Lord our righteoms
ness,” who alone fulfilled all the precepts contained in this excellent forma.
lary of duty; who was also the substance of every purifying and of every
propitiatory rite.

Ther. Ilas not the sacred writer expressly said, at the close of the Pstln,
“ Whoso doth these things, shall never fall ¢

Aszp. e has; and this, 1 apprehend, is his meaning : “ Persons of such a
temper, and such a practice, bear the marks of God's children, and are mee
for his glory. Accordingly, they shall never fall either into total apostacy
here, or final condemnation hereafter.  They are now lhicirs, and in due time
shall be possessors, of his eternal kingdont.”

But you will take natice, that all these duties and qualifications only
characterisc, not constitute, the inheritor of heaven. You will likewise
advert to another very remarkable circumstance in the description: “ He
sctteth not by himself, but is lowly in his own eyes*;” or, as the more
expressive original speaks, he is despicable and vile in his own sight : so far
from aspiring to self-justification, that he even condemns and abliors himself,
and falls down, as a most unworthy wretch, at the foot of infinitely free

race.
& Ther. T cannot but think it is the current doctrine of Seripture, and I
am sure it is one of the first principles which the light of nature teaches,—
That the Most High God must necessarily love rightcousness, and take
pleasure in the rightcous.

® Psal. xv. 4. DROOY 29YM23. 1 cannot say that I admire the Bible translation of

this clause : ** In whose eyes the vile person is contemptible” Methinks, it does not

~r of the tender and benign spirit of our religion, which teaches va %0 hououx W
1despise no one’s person, but only to detest the wickedness of the witked.
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Asp. If the light of nature was to publish a gospel, I believe it would be
formed upon your plan: it would bestow favour only on the innocent, the
virtuous, and the holy. But the gospel of Christ runs in a very different
strain : this brings pardon for the condemned, and blessings for the accursed :
this is health to the sick, and recovery to the runined. “The Lord hath
anointed me,” saith its divine Author, “to preach good tidings to the
mceek *,” who are humbled under a sense of their sinfulness. “ Hec hath
sent me to bind up the broken-hearted,” who are wounded with a conviction
of their undone state ;—* to proclaim liberty to the captives,” the wretched
captives of Satan; ‘“and the opening of the prison to them that are bound,”
found in the chains of ignorance, impotence, and miscry.

As T am myself a most unworthy sinner, you must not be displeased if I
espouse the cause of those unhappy creatures. Yet though a friend of
anners, I am no ecnemy to the righteous. I entirely agree with my Theron
in allowing, that the Most High God necessarily loves nglntvousneﬂs Only
] want to be informed where this admirable and lovely quality is to be
fornd ? Not among the Gentiles: they have swerved from the dictates of

mtural conscience. Not among the Jews: they have broken the holy com-
mandment delivered on Mount Sinai. Not among Christians : for, if God
dhonld enter into judgment with us, we could not answer him one of a
thousand. In the kingdom of Ethiopia, or in the country of the Moors,
where will you find the native whites ?

The Son of God found none among the race of Adam that were entitled

r } t the character of righteous.  Ie who gave himself a ransom for all, makes
o application to such personst. Why? Because he sullenly disesteemed
personal goodness, or was unable to distinguish the excellency of inherent vir-
tie? No; but because he knew, that, amiable as these qualifications are, they
bave no existence in the human heart, till the sinner, reconciled by his death,
le sanctificd also by his Spirit.

You remember, perhaps, that remarkable answer which the Spartans
) wce returned to a threatening embassy from some of the neighbouring states
Nothing could be more concise ; and I think nothing was ever more spirited
and significant.

Ther. Those neighbours gave them to understand by their ambassadors,
~That if they entered their territories, they would burn their towns, make
the inhabitants prisoners, and spread destruction wherever they advanced.”

¥ To which insolent menace, the brave Lacedemonians made no other reply than
{ ~If. 1Is this the story to which you refer ?

Asp. The very same.  And when you are speaking of human rightcous-

wes, as the cause of our acceptance with the cternal God, I would borrow
the language of a Spartan. If, shall be iy reply.—If, seclusive of the
ebedience, and independent on the Spirit of Christ, you can furnish yourself
with this endowment ; or if you can carry your rightcousness to that per-

( ‘ fection, which may equal the purity of the ]a.w, and comport with the

*Isa Ixi. 1. Upon this passage of Isaiah, I would beg leave to obscrve, that the
word meek seems not to answer or convey the prophet’sidea. The original ;oy;ay signifies,
in this place, the afflicted ; not so much those who are beautified with meekness, as those
who are oppressed with misery, spiritual misery especially ; not excepting even those
whe are slaves to their own unruly passions.

4+ Matth. ix. 13. *“I came not to call the righteous, but siuners, to repentance,’’
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majesty of the Lawgiver; then trust in it—let it be the ground of
confidence, and scek no better foundation. - )

But whosoever shall in this manner seck for his recommendation to the:
favour of God, will act like the mistaken countryman in Horace, who,
unable to ford the river, took up a resolution to wait till the stream was
run by :

— — At ille
Labitur, et labetur in omne volubilis eevum ¢.”

Ther. Here, I fancy, we must take leave of your countryman. If
adheres to his resolution, we shall find him in the very same situation
breakfast is over ; and may resume our subject, just where it is discontin

DIALOGUE VIIL

PRSP SV I8

Ther. To me, who have spent the greatest part of the winter in um. -
these scenes of the country are inexpressibly pleasing. Take who will thet’
gilded saloon, and the silken scttee, so long as I can shelter myself undess
the canopy of such a spreading beech, and use one of its coarse mmhxpp"‘
roots for my seat. ]

It is true we see no longer those splendid brocades, nnd clegant tonm’
which distinguish the Park and the Mall : but we have full in our view &
multitude of honest rustics, pursuing their cheerful labours in yonder meadow%
some mowing the luxuriant herbage; some raising it into regular cocksg-
others loading their waggons with the hay, or clearing the ground withy:
their rakes.  The ground, cleared of its soft encumbrance, appears fresh and’
green, like another spnnv while the exhalations of the tedded <
floating in the air, give a rural perfume to the gale. And which, my
Aspasio, which are the most valuable objects :—the little labourers of the
hive, that enrich themselves, and regale their masters ; or the gay flutterers -
of the garden, whose whole life is nothing but sport, and their highest &l-
racter is, to be insignificantly pretty ?

Asp. In this retirement we hear none of the wanton and eorruptmg lm
of the opera ; no, nor the ma_]ostlc and cnnoblmg melody of the oratorio +..:
But we have a band of music stationed in the grove, and a concert of native -
harmony warbling from the boughs. We are entertained with the muas:-
which charmed the human car long before Jubal found out his instraments, -
Gen. iv. 21, and thousands of ycars before Ilandel composed his notes,™-
The bulfinch, and a multitude of little tuncful throats, strike the key. The -
thrush below, and the sky-lark responsive from above, diversify and exalt -
the strain. The blackbird, somewhat like the solemn organ, with notes, ~
perfectly mellow and gracefully sonorous, crowns the choir; while the

® Vain man, desist ; such flattering hopes forego :
It flows, and ﬂows, and will for ever flow.

+ ¢ Majestic and ennoblmg "—This I think, is the true churacter. and expresses the
real tendency, of the oratorio. Nevertheless, it may not be improper to observe, that if
we carry a trifling or irreligious spirit to the entertainment ; if we attend to the musicel
airs, but disregard those sacred truths which enter into the composxtion ; such a behaviour

will be little better than a profanation of holy things. 1 fear it willbe o syecies of
taking God’s adorable and glorious ,' n vain.
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’s melancholy voice, and the murmuring waters plmntwe tone, decpen
complete the universal symphony.
This is the music which constituted the first song of thanksgiving, and
the first vocal praise, that the all-gracious Creator received from his
-made world. This is neither the parent of effeminacy, nor a pander for
but refines the affections, even while it amuses the imagination.
Ther. All the entertainments of nature are calculated to secure our inno-
as well as to gratify our fancy. And what is another very agrecable
, those gratifications which afford the sublimest pleasure are
gmtls, while those which enervate the mind and dcbauch the
jons must be dearly purchased. Every one cannot gain admittance
the boxes or the pit, when some celebrated tragedy is brought upon the
shage ; but every one may behold the beauteous exhibitions of spring, and
‘the finished productions of autumn. All may contemplate the machinery
; of matare, and the wonders of creation ; thereby enjoying a far more exquisite
smusement, without any of the guilt or any of the danger.

The inhabitants of yonder villages have never beheld the splendid pro-
cmsion which solemnizes the coronation of a monarch, nor the gaudy illumi-
 mations which distinguish the anniversary of his birth. ~But they see, almost

every morning, a much nobler spectacle displayed in the cast. They sce the

¢ great ruler of the day, or rather the envoy from day's cternal Sovereign,
t making his entry amidst the spaces of the sky. The heavens are strewed
with colours, which outvie the pinks and carnations. The grass is decked
with dew-drope, and every plant is strung, as it were, with pearls. All
wound, the darkness retires, and sweet refreshing gales arisc. At length
e magnificent luminary appears. And what is all the ostentatious pomp
. of kings, what is all the glitter of the most brilliant court, compared with
' bs transcendent lustre? This spectacle we may behold without loss of
fime or prejudice to health. Nay, we cannot behold it without improving
®¢ and redeeming the other. So bemeficial are cven the pleasures which
miwre yields ; 80 serviceable the very diversions to which she invites !

4sp. Thus gracious is the Almighty Maker in the constitution of material

i The substantial and the valuable are open to every one, arc accessi-
Neby all.  Only the tinsel and the trappings are the property of a few, the
J poor prerogative of wealth.
No less gracious is God in the disposal of spiritual favours. Thesc are
- ifinitely more excellent, and yct are equally free. We are invited to buy
them “ without money and without price,” Isa.lv. ). What do you give
for the benefits of the rising sun, or the delights of this rural melody ? The
aec is much the same with regard to the righteousness by which we are
jmtified, and all the blessings of salvation.

Ther. This brings to our remembrance the countryman whom we lcft on

' the hanks of the river. And for aught I can sce, Theron and the rustic are

* pretty much upon a footing; the first as far from acceding to your notions,
as the last is from gaining his point.

Asp. Have you any objection, Theron, to these gifts of nature, because

they are neither purchased by your money nor produced by your own toil 2

" Ther. But who can ever expect to obtain pardon, and acceptance, and

eternal salvation, at so cheap a rate ? It scems to be all dulusmn, Aspasio.
. Ap. 8o cheap! Then you would pay somewhat, I perecive, by way of
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pricc. But give me leave to ask, What price did you pay to God you
maker, for fashioning you in your mothers womb? what price have

paid to God your preserver, for upholding you ever since you was ba
or what price do you think of paying to God the supreme proprietor, fii
the ground on which you tread, for the air in which you breathe, for th
light by which you sce ? Just the same price must you advance to God you
Saviour, for all his justifying merits.

Both thesc and those procced from the same Benefactor. They are o]
absolutely nccessary, cither for the welfare of the body or the happiness ¢
the soul. And they are all vouchsafed on the same free terms. Forthy
saith the prophet: “His going forth,” in the dispensation of the gospel, “j
prepared as the morning.” Christ, with all his precious privileges,  shall
come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth,” Hes,
vi.3. However, if you are acquainted with a different or a better way, by
80 good as to communicate your knowledge.

Ther. Some, you may observe, depend upon their inoffensive behlmm.
They live peaceably ; they do no harm to their neighbours; they are guilly
of no gross offence against God. And why should they not hope to obtain
his favour? They apprchend the prophet Samuel establishes their hopg
when he makes this solemn appeal : * Whoee ass have I taken? whosee an
have I taken ? or whom have I defrauded?” 1 Sam. xii. 3. Nay, they
imagine that our Lord himself has authorized their expectation, by gml‘
this character of Nathaniel: ¢ An Israclite indeced, in whom is no
John i. 47. A freedom from outward injustice and inward hypocnly, is ﬂ
the qualification, applauded in the one case, avowed in the other.

Asp. This negative goodness (if it deserves to be called goodness) wasj
plea for the empty Pharisco. But none, I presume, would choose to e
associated with such a companion, cither in character here, or in condition
hereafter.

Samuel, in the place you mention, is vindicating himself only to his fellow-
creatures, and only in the capacity of a magistrate. He speaks not of hiy
justification before the Judge of quick and dead. This he well knew musi
be derived from another source, and must rest upon a firmer bottom.

The “ Israelite without guile,” was a person who not only abstained from
every sin, put performed every duty; and without any wilful neglect of thy
one, or any allowed indulgence of the other. This instance, therefore, will
by no means prove the sufficiency of your negative righteousness, which
scems to have just the same degree of excellency as a fountain that neve
issues in water, or as a cloud that never descends in rain.

Ther. In this particular, Aspasio, your sentiments are mine. But I would
add morality to civility ; the virtuous to the inoffensive conversation. And
if we not only cease to do evil, but lecarn to do well; if we use temperauce,
exercige charity, and keep all the commandments to the best. of our powez,
i3 not this a sufficient foundation for our hope ?

Asp. Yes, Theron ; ifi as you add morality to your civility, you add per-
fection to both. Otherwise you must be ranked, not among the claimants,
but among the delinquents. You have no title to a roward, but stand in
need of pardon.

It is a principle of justice, founded on the unalterable constitution of

things, that the debtor be acquitted when he haa paid the Ao, Vot wy
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*  posing him, instead of gold, to bring iron; instcad of talents to return pence;
1 instead of defraying, to increase the score daily; can he then reasonably ex-
I pect or legally claim a discharge ?

‘With respect to such an obedience, we may pass our verdict in the figu-
rative, but very expressive language of Isaiah: “The bed is shorter than
that a man can stretch himself on it; and the covering narrower than that
bhe can wrap himself in it,” Isa. xxviii. 20. It can ncither give rest to the
alarmed conscience, nor afford protection to the guilty soul. If we have
wothing better to plead, wo shall not be able to lift up our heads in the last
decisive judgment; but “ must enter into the rock, and hide ourselves in

| the dust, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his majesty,” Isa. ii. 10.

i TAer. We will go a step farther, and take in the cxercise of devotion.
‘We will read God’s word, pray to his divine Majesty, and regularly attend
om his public worship. Here now are social accomplishments and moral
virtues, completed by the performance of religious duties.

Asp. Completed! I fear that expression will scarcely abide the test of a
sngle query. Have you then performed all your dutics, with that ardent

. ‘ love of God, and undivided view to his glory ; with that adoring gratitude

to the blessed Jesus, and that child-like dependence on his Spirit, which the

x | mtduye of things requires, and the Scriptures of truth enjoin? If not, your
¥ | duties, be they moral or religious, or both, arc far from being complete;
Z | may, they are utterly defective, and for that reason absolutely insufficient for
. 1 your justification. They are clipped or sophisticated coin ; and will that be
N

carrent in the world of glory ?
‘ TAher. Allowing them to be defective, they arc at least sincere. And
-3 | though not free from all alloy, yet, if they bear the image and superserip-
"~ * tion of integrity, why should they be rejected as “ reprobate silver ?” Jer. vi.
a2 | 30.; why should they not obtain the currency you mention ?
Asp. ““ Alas!” says a judicious and admired writer, ¢ the imperfections of
-} our best services daily forfcit the blessings of time. Ilow impossible then is
*:, it, that the sincerity of them, amidst so many frailtics and defects, should
u=l  parchase the glories of eternity !”
Ther. Be your writer ever so judicious, I can confront him with others,
r.% equally capable of judging, and diametrically opposite in opinion. What
says that wise and brave man, the successor of Moses, and generalissimo of
the armies of Israel ? Joshua, I am sure, declares himself on my side: “Fear
the Lord, and serve him in sincerity,” is his last solemn charge to the people,
vel Jogh, xxiv. 14. Even the great apostle, on a review of his ministry, makes
.. it matter of self-gratulation, that he “had his conversation in godly sin.
4. cerity,” 2 Cor. i. 12.
Asp. You have quoted the charge delivered by the servant ; be pleased
e ’ to recollect the protestation made by the master: “Not for thy rightcousncss,”
says Moscs, “or for the uprightncss of thy heart, dost thou go to posscs:
their land,” Deut. ix. 5. Even an earthly Canaan was not given to the
Israelites as the reward of their own, cither outward obedience or inwar(
>~ smcerity. Much less can we expect the kingdom of immortality on account
= *  of any uprightnces of our intentions, or piety of our actions.
t  However, as the doctrine of sincerity is the favourite and the fashionable
“f " temet, I will conform s little to the taste in vogue. You shall have no reasor
: * 9
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to complain, that T am cither a cynic or a stoic®. Let it suffice us to b
sincere; only let us refer ourselves to the apostle for a description of thi
darling qualification: *“ That ye may be sincere, being filled with the fraita g
righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the praise and glory of God,
Phil. i. 10, 11.

Here are three propertics of acceptable sincerity,—It must bear fruils
“ the fruits of righteousness ;” and bear them abundantly, so that we
be filled with them. The branch and the fruits must derive, —that its vigowy
these their flavour, and both of them their very being, from the all-mp
porting, all-supplying root Christ Jesus. Then, instead of terminating in sl
justification, they must redound to the honour of God. It is not said, theg
shall justify you, but “these shall glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

This kind of sincerity can never be too highly estecmed, nor too
encouraged. But this, you will observe, flows from the grace of Christ, and
issues in the glory of God ; thercfore does but very poorly attest, either the.
sufficiency of human ability to perform good works, or the sufficiency of
baman works to win the prizo of our high calling.

Ther. Do you then exclude all works? Will you make a mere nothing,
both of our moral endowments and of your evangelical obedience ?

Asp. They are cxcluded, both the one and the other, from all share in
justifying us; yet not by me, but by an authority to which there can be ns
objection, and from which there lies no appeal. Speaking of salvation, thws
saith the wisdom of God, ¢ Not of works——"

Ther. Works of the ceremonial law, I suppose. These, we all acknow-
ledge, are, under the Christian dispensation, as a bond cancelled or an act
repealed. But sure you will allow a better office, and a nobler character, ta
that course of obedience which is regulated by the commands of Christ.

Asp. St. Paul will allow it no such office as that for which my Theron iy
pleading. ¢ Ye are saved,” says the apostle. Ye are delivered from
reconciled to God, and made heirs of his kingdom. How ? “By grace,
through faith,” Eph. ii. 8. Grace, like a magnificent sovereign, from the
riches of his own bounty, and without any respect to human worthiness, confery
the glorious gift. Faith, like an indigent petitioner, with an empty hand,"
and without any pretence to personal desert, reccives the hcavenly bless:

Both grace and faith stand in direct opposition to works, all works what.
ever—whether they be works of the law, or works of the gospel; exercises
of the heart, or actions of the life ; done in a state of nature, or done unde
the influences of grace; they are, all and every of them, cqually set aside in
this great affair. '

That the bill of exclusion is thus extensive, or rather quite unlimited,
appears from the reason assigned : “ Lest any man should boast,” Eph. ii. 9;
that all pretence of glorying may be cut off from fallen creatures; that the.
whole honour of obtaining salvation may be appropriated to him, * who hid
not his face from shame and spitting.”—And is he not worthy, unspeakably
and infinitely worthy, to receive this unrivalled honour, as a recompence for
his unparalleled humiliation ?

Ther. All our good works, wo allow, are reccommended by Christ. They
prevail for our justification only through his merits. So that we stilll
depend upon the Redeemer; and, by this means, pay him the highest honour.

® The cynic had no complaisance ; the stoic was quite indesite.
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Asp. Depend upon the Redeemer! No, my dear friend ; you rely upon
your own pious acts and moral qualifications. They, they are your grand
recommendation. The office consigned over to the divine Jesus, is nothing
more than to be as it were master of the ceremonics. Hec may have the
credit of introducing your finc accomplishments with a kind of graceful air.
But is this an office suited to his incomparable dignity? Was it for this
that he bowed the heavens and partook of our naturc? Was it for this
that he became subject to the law, and obedient unto death? Only for
this, that he might usher in our own cndowments with a plume and a
scarf? Surely, Theron, yon can never entertain such low thoughts of the
incarnate God, and of Christ’s mediatorial undertaking.

Ther. Neither<can I entertain such low and vilifying thoughts of our
own virtnous attainments. They distinguish persons of cminence and
worth from the sordid wretch and execrable villain, just as the noble faculty
of reason distinguishes the man from the brute.

Asp. To deny good works the merit of justifying us, is very different

, from vilifying them.— You are going to build a new house, Theron : Pray,
do you intend to hew your timber from the flimsy tendrils of the vine?

TAer. No, certainly.

Asp. Because yon do not think its feeble shoots proper to form the beams,

‘ and snpport the roof, of your intended edifice ; do you thereforc affront

them, depreciate them, or disallow their uscfulncss? By no means. They

+ may beautify your walls with their ornamental spread, and enrich the

3 desert with their dclicious fruit. This is an office suitable to the nature of

‘ the plant ; and from this it rcccives sufficient estimation, without pretending
| to the honours of the oak.

Virtuous attainments, I own, are a consideruble distinction in the present
state of things; and what is a higher encomium, (I shall now outshoot you
in your own bow,) they will distinguish the true believer from the hypo-
aitical professor, even at the great tribunal.  But let them be content with

- theu'pmvmce, and not intrude upon the Saviour’s prerogative. To cffect
- justification be his, to discriminato the justified, theirs.  Neither let them
= chate their possessors with a vain conceit of themselves, who, though they
‘, were meck as Moses, holy as Samuel, and wise as Danicl, must confide in

nothing but the boundless mercies of the Lord, must plead nothing but tle
' ifinite merits of his Christ.

This is the theology both of the Psalmist and of St. Paul. They derive
the blcssedness promised in Scripture, not from the shallow stream of
human accomplishments, but from the inexhaustible ocean of divine grace :
“Blessed is he whose unrighteousnesses are forgiven, and whose sins are
covered,” Psalm xxxii. 1.

| 11:1' Will Aspasio then, like, many of our modern disputants, mutilate
the holy word ? industriously dxsp]a.y what scems to strengthen his argu-
ment, but artfully sccrete what tends to overthrow his scheme? How could

. youforget, or why should you suppress the following clause, “And in whose

; spirit there is no guile ?” Was you afraid it would demolish your opinion,
and point out an upright honest mind as the cause of this blesscdness ?

4sp. Far was I, my dear Theron, from any such groundless apprehen-
sions, and eqmlly far from all such delusory designs. “Shall I talk
deceitfully for God 7 Job xiii. 7. His sacrcd cause does not need it, and

/ bis exalied Majesty would disdain it. No, I would condemn my tongoe
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dsp. I can essily guees the assembly to which you refer. But I can
hardly grant it the venerable name of a synod. It consisted of some Judaisz-
ing converts, who adhered with a tenacious and bigoted zeal to the Moeaic
rites. However, though I might scruple my Theron’s appellation, I readily
aqu-umthardotormmtm

It is not said, those Gentiles wopemtent,andtherefore(}odgmnted
them life. This should have been the language of the assembly, in order
to establish my friend’s way of thinking. On the contrary, they were dead
im sin. God, of his free goodness, granted them repentance, which is both
thobegmmng,mdsmbshnhdputoftmehfe, even of that life which is
feunded on. justification, is carried on by nnchﬁea.hon, and completed in

Ivolldhtbroherve,th.tnpentmoeu&turmng of the heart. And
when it is repentance unto life, it is & turning of the heart from every other
object to the great and solo fountain of good, Christ Jesus, Acts xix. 4.—
Wese mem slaves to sensuality? When they repent, they are turned to
Christ for refined and heavenly affections. Were they wont to confide in
themselves and their own works? ~ As soon as they truly repent, they turn
to Christ for a better righteousnces, and thereby, for everlasting acceptance
with God. In short, they tum from every false stay, and fly only to Christ,
depend only on Christ, looking not to their own tears or humiliation, not to
their own duties or graces, but *looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life,” Jude 21. .

Ther. Suppoee it should be wrong to expect such a vast reward, as the
incomoeivable glories of ‘heaven, on account of our own duties; yet to sct
them wholly mde, to allow them no influence at all, not so much as the
least co-operation, in tumning the scale ; this is an excess on the other hand.
If the former is presumption, the latter is fanaticism.

4sp. I must confess I do not thoroughly understand what you mean by
fumaticism. Neither is it of much significancy to enter upon the disquisition
of an obnoxious term. I would only maintain, that on us unworthy sinners
whatever is bestowed by the righteous God, is bestowed, not as a debt* to
our works, but as the donation of pure grace.

Thor. I think it is sufficiently of grace, if we acknowledge good works to
be wrought by the assistance of the divine Spirit; and then admitted, togo-
ther with our Saviour's merits, as a recommendation to the divine favour.

Atp The Pharisee could make his acknowledgments for the assistance of

: “God, I thank thee,” was his language. Yet this did not exempt
h- from the charge of pride, nor secure him from the sin of boasting. Be-
sides, if good works are wrought by the operation of the divine Spirit, they
draw & bill upon our gratitude, not upon the bank of heaven; they render
ws the obliged, not gln ‘desemng party. To think or teach otherwise, is
emat Popery t, however it may lurk under a veil of Protestantism.

You bring to my mind a memorable story. Two persons were travelling
through the deaerh of Arabia; the one utterly unarmed, the other wore a
sword and carried 8 musket. As the place was exceedingly dangerous, the

& Bestowed us adebt, is, ] must sllow, somewhat like jargon. But perhaps jargon
fssoisistency may not be vmmut their propriet {m this place, as they tend to show

gmius of that doetriu which would connect such contradictory ideas.
1 Good works, says a champion for the church of Rome, are * mercatura regni
—the prics we pay, or the commodity we barter, for the kingdom of heaven.”
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latter, solicitous for the safety of his companion, makes him a present of his
firc-arms ; which was no soonor done, than a lion espies them, and advances
fiercely towards them. The foremost discharges his piece, and wounds thei
horrid aggressor. The wound neither killing nor disabling, only enrages the
monster. He seizes the unfortunate marksman, and is upon the point te
tear him limb from limb. His fellow-traveller flies to his succour, snatches
up the carbine which dropped from the other’s hand, and fells the ravenom
beast to the ground ; then, drawing his sword, stabs him to the heart, and
rescucs his friend. The lion thus slain, they take off the skin, which he wix
slew the lordly savage claims as his own. ¢ No,” says his grateful friend
“as you did part of the execution with my weapon, I iusist upon half ¢
the shaggy spoil. I expect satisfaction likewise for the loss of my piece
which you broke in the encounter.”. To obtain both, he commences a law.
suit against that gencrous associate, who not only gave him the weapon, bu
saved the prosecutor from the very jaws of destruction.

Ther. If I had been judge, I should, without much hesitation, have detex
mined such a cause. Instead of costs and damages for my plaintiff, I shouk
have transmitted the wretch to the pillory.

Asp. 1 believe all the world would applaud your sentence. Only b
pleased to remember, that the procedure, on which you so justly animadvert
is the very picture of our excessive unreasonableness, if we presume &
write ourselves creditors, and the divine Being debtor; because he has deli
vered us from the bondage of corruption, and enabled us to perform the dutie
of godlincss. .

Theron paused, as somewhat struck by the representation. After a shor
interval, Aspasio resumed the discourse.

Belicve me, my dear friend, salvation, both in the root and all its branches
is cntirely of grace. Or else Lelieve me, for the many cogent testimonies ol
Scripture, which most circumstantially ascertain this great truth. Eleo
tion is of grace:  IIaving predestinated us into the adoption of children,’
not on account of human worthiness, but ¢ according to the good plea
sure of his will,” Eph. i. 5. Equally gratuitous is our effectual vocation
** God hath called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, ba
according to his purpose and grace,” 2 Tim. i. 9. Faith, with all its preciow
fruits, is owing to the same cause: “ By graco ye are saved through faith,
Eph. ii. 8. From hence springs justification, together with all its attendan
privileges:  Being justified freely by his grace®.” This is the origin of m%
neration, and every living principle of godliness: * Of his own will begat
us by the word of truth,” James i. 18. The consummation of bliss flows fron
the same all-supplying source: ¢ The gift of God is eternal life,” Rom. vi
23. It is in every respect a gift, not only without, but contrary to, al
desert of ours.—So that tho foundation is laid in the riches of grace; th
superstructure is reared by the hand of grace; and when the top stone i
brought forth, when our felicity is completed in the kingdom of heaven
the everlasting acclamation will be, ¢ Grace, grace unto it !” Zech. iv. 7.

This is that glorious gospel, which human learning could never have dis
covered ; which carnal reason cannot understand ; which the wisdom of thi

®* Rom. iii. 24. tay on acvov xyaer.  One of these words might have served to con
vey the apostle’'s meaning. But he doubles his assertion, in order to give us the fulles
conviction of the trath, and to impress us with a sense of its peculiar importance
*¢ Freely, by his grace.” R
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world accounteth foolishness ; which the envy of the devil, and the pride of
man, will always oppose.

Ther. What say you to the opinion which Ouranius so strenuously main-
tains, That we are justified, not by the merits of Christ imputed to us, but
by Christ himself formed in our hearts ¢ And Ouranius is none of your
proud or carnal people. His writings are remarkable for their strict piety,
and his life is as exemplary as his principles.

Asp. You know, Theron, I have nothing to do with the persons of men,
but with the truths of the gospel. Ouranius, though eminently devout,
may be mistaken: and, if this is his way of thinking, he quite misappre-
hends the doctrine of grace.

‘What is written in the oracles of Scripture? ¢ The Lord justifieth the

y,” Rom. iv. 5. What is implicd in the maxim of Ouranius? He
justifieth the holy, the heavenly, the Christ-like. “ A man is justified by
faith,” Rom. v. 1., says the secretary of heaven. He is justified by works,
mys the pen of Ouranius: only let them be works of a superior order ; such
s are eternal, spiritual, and wrought by the operation of Christ on the soul.
According to this notion, every one is justified by his own love, his own
parity, his own zeal. Whereas, an unerring writer has most solemnly
declared, ¢ That by one man’s obedience,” many myriads of sinners, even all
the redeemed world, ¢ shall be made righteous,” Rom. v. 19.

This notion, I think, is legalism in its greatest subtilty, or highest refine-
ment. It disannuls the merit of Christ, it vacates all imputation, and makes
our salvation to consist wholly in the work of sanctification. Against which,
if you remember, I cntered my protest in one of our first conferences*. And
now, having ventured to animadvert on the tenets of others, it may reason-
ably be expected that I should give an account of my own faith. “I am
etified ; my soul is accepted ; not because Christ has put his laws in my
mind, but shed his blood for my sins ; not because I myself am cnabled to
walk in all godly conversation, but because the Lord Jesus has fulfilled all
righteousness as my surety.”

Ther. I am for neither of the extremes. The middle way is most eligible.
This is what sound sense approves, and the sacred system authorises. “ Whoso
believeth on me,” says our Lord, “shall not perish, but shall have everlasting
Efe,” John iii. 15. ¢ Blessed,” adds the beloved disciple, “ are they who do
his commandments ; that they may have a right to the tree of life ; and may
enter in, through the gates, into the city,” Rev. xxii. 14.

Conformably to these texts of Scripture, I would neither reject our
Redeemer’s merits, nor repudiate good works. As this shady trce, and these
cooling breezes, unite their properties to render our situation agreeable ; so
those two causes, acting in conjunction, exalt us to the favour of God, and
constitute us heirs of hcaven.  God himself has joined them. And I must
wge my remonstrance in our Lord’s own words, “ What God hath joined
together, let no man put asunder.”

A4sp. Would you then make impotence itsclf a coadjutor with omnipotence ?
Does this humble the sinner? Docs this exalt the Saviour? No: it is =
most injurious infringement of his mediatorial dignity. Instead of excludi
it evidently introduces boasting. In consequence of such a scheme, it wot
be mid by the inhabitants of the heavenly world, “ Thanks to our bleq

* Sce Dialogue II., p. 20.
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Redeemer for this happiness! yet not to him only, but to our own righteousy
ness also.”

Can you imagine, that the obedience of Christ is insufficient to acemqﬂq
our justification? Must its efficacy be reinforced by the acoession of
works? And what are these works of ours, that they should enhance
value, the immense value, of our Redeemer's? Maimed, tarnished, wormf
caten things: eaten by the worms of self-seeking, self-admiring, self-Jovey
tarnished by a thousand vanities ; maimed by ten thousand negligences. T§
join these in commission with our divine Master’s righteousness, would b¢
infinitely more disgraceful than to tack the beggar's rag on the monarok's
robe ; would be altogether as needless as to dream of augmenting the sea by
the drops of our bucket.

Ther. Worm-éaten! What reason have you to represent our acts of oh-
dience under this sordid and shameful image ?

Asp. T thought you could hardly brook this disparaging expression. Rh
somewhat like petty treason against the dignity of man. My reasoms &
would postpone to some other opportunity ; when, if you please, we will
give the cause a full hearing. At present, to make amends for this vils
slander, I will suppose your works to have no defect ; nay, to have all the
perfection which you yourself conld wish. Will you glory on this acocount {
You are too modest, I an sure, to avow or patronise such a practice: yet,
if we say or think concerning any attainments of our own, * This is the
ground on which I expect to escape condemnation, and inherit life; we do,
in the most offensive, though not in the most explicit manner, glory *.”

Or will you reckon, that these services, because faultless, are in any degres
meritorious ?  Let us hear our Lord’s decision in the case: “ When ye hawa
done,” not only some, but “all those things which are commanded you."
And where is the man, or what is his name, who, in any nation, or in any
age, has done all that is commanded ?

‘Where shall I find him? Angels, tell me where ?
Shall I see glories beaming from his brow ? :
Or trace his footsteps by the rising flowers ?

Yet cven in such a case, if all this were performed, what shall we say 2 We
are no better than unprofitable servants ; we have done nothing more thau
what was our indispensable duty to do, Luke xvii. 10; and have, on this
footing, just the same claim to honours and rewards, as the negro slave, after
the despatch of his daily business, has upon the estate or the wealth of an
American planter.

Ther. But what say you to those passages of Scripture which I have
quoted? You have given them a hearing, but no answer. They, Ido
. insist upon it, expressly assert, thercfore incontestably prove, an union of
Christ’s merit and our own works in the business of salvation.

Asp. It is written in the book of Revelation, ¢ Blessed are they that de
his commandments.” And whercforc? DBecause the obedience of faith is
attended with a real blessedness on earth, and demonstrates our title to cternal

® “Omnis causa justiti et salutis est materia et objectum sauywriws. Unde apostolus:
Nam si Abraham ex operibus justificatus est, sxu xav xnma ;" i e. Whatever is the cause
of righteousness and salvation, is a real and proper foundation for glorying. Therefore

Btbe apostle acknowledges, ** If Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory,"
om. iv, 2.
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blessedness in heaven. It is, though not the purchase, yet the evidence of
our right to the tree of life.

All this I acknowledge. But where, I beseech you, does the Scripture join the
obedience of Christ and the obedience of man, as mutually conducive to the jus-
tification of a sinner ? TheScripture utterly disavows such a co-partnership,and
asserts what our Homily expresses, ““Surely, there can be no work of any mortal
man (be he ever 80 holy) that shall be coupled in merit with Christ’s most holy
act®.” TheScripture steadily declares, that in this greatest of transactions Christ
s not an accessary, but the principal ; nay, that he is all.  Be it known unto
you, men and brethren, that through this” illustrious and exalted “ Persont,

is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins; and by him all that believe are
justified from all things.” Through this Person, without any partner or
coadjutor. By him : not by him and our works jointly, but by him solely ;
without the concurrence of any other action or any other agent. This was
typified by the high-priest, when, on the solemn day of expiation, he went
into the tabernacle alone, and made the figurative atonement without any
mmociate, Lev. xvi. 17. From all things : by him they are wholly, as well as
wlely, justified ; freed from every charge, whether of omission or commission,

- aad rendered, not in part only, but completely acceptable.

I hope, therefore, you will no longer consider the supremely exccllent
Jesus a8 a partial cause of our justification. What would be the consequence,
if a person should fix one foot on the bank of yonder river, and rest another
on the fluid stream ?

Ther. He must unavoidably fall. .

Asp. And what says our divine instructor to those double-minded Gala-
tians, who could not believe themselves safe and complete in the merits
of Christ alone, but must be secking some other foundation on which to
repose o share at least of their confidence? He says, and they are awful
words ; they call for my Theron’s most serious regard, “Ye are fallen from

~ - — ~——

grace,” Gal. v. 4.

Let me entreat my friend to beware of this error. I think it is the pre-
vailing error of our times ; and so much the more dangerous, because it is
somewhat specious. To pour contempt upon the blessed Jesus, with the
libertines and deists, would be shocking to a mind that retains the least
reverence for sacred things. Entirely to set aside the meritorious efficacy of
hi» undertaking, with the Arians and Socinians, would be afflictive to a con-
science that is impressed with the least sense of sin. Whereas, to crect our
merits on the foundation of Christ’s; to be found in his, yet not renounce our
own righteousness ; this is both plausible to our reason, and pleasing to our
vanity ; this seems to honour the divine Saviour, even while it gratifies
human pride. But this is an egregious falsehood, and cannot stand : this is
an abominable idol, and must be laid in the dust.  Christ, like the real mother
of the child, will have the whole, or none, 1 Kings iii. 26; the whole—un-
shared, unrivalled, undiminished glory of our salvation.

Let me again entreat my dear Theron to beware of this error. It is the
main pillar in the Roman heresy, and the master-policy of the Popish
Machiavelians. * Christ hath merited, that we may merit,” is their grand ,

* Homily on Good Friday. e
+ Acts, xiil. 38. s vovrev, the word man is not in the original. So that I think,“$
illestriows and exalted Person,” is the fullest and most exact translation. .
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maxim, and their grand dclusion. Ifence come their penances and their |
grimages ; hence the hypocritical mortifications of some, and the extra
austeritics of others ; this enriches their shrines, and fills their cloisters. A
to those seminaries of superstition let it be banished, let it be confined. Th
let them raise their scaffolding, and try to enlarge the dimensions of the sk
there let them kindle their flambeaux, and attempt to increase the lustre
the sun. And when they have effected this easier task, then will we P
testants follow their example, and adopt their system; then will we a
think of adding our own righteousness, by way of supplement to the digni
and efficacy of our Lord’s.

Ther. If we are justified wholly by our Lord's righteousness ; if nothi
need be added, if nothing can bo added, to its all-comprehending fulne
what becomes of the generally reccived opinion,—that Christ obtained for
only a possibility of being saved, or put us into a capacity of acquiri
salvation ?

Asp. 1t will be discountenanced and overthrown, as extremely dishono
able to the Redeemer, and no less uncomfortable to the redeemed. Wh
Christ procured our pardon, and recovered our title to life, it was all |
own doing. “Of the people there was none with him,” Isa. lxiii. 6.
both cases his work was perfect. Hear his own testimony: “I ha
finished the work which thou gavest me to do,” John xvii. 4. Should y
want an cxplication of these words, I refer you to the comment of
apostle : “ He,” that is, Jesus Christ, ‘ has obtained eternal redemption :
us,” Heb. ix. 12. This was his work, and it is fully executed. IIe has
he has obtained cternal redemption ; and left nothing for his people, L
to accept the glorious purchase, and live as becomes the redeemed of {
Lord.

This truth is written, as with a sunbeam, in the pages of the gospel ; a
sounds, as with a voice of thunder, in the songs of heaven. ¢ Salvation
our God,” they cry, ¢ that sitteth upon the throne, and to the Lamb,” R«
vii. 10. Those saints in glory ascribe the whole—the whole of their saly
tion they ascribe to the grace of God, and to the blood of the Lamb.

Ther. Have not many of our ablest divines represented faith, obedien
and repentance, as the terms of acceptance? Christ, according to tl
account, procured not the blessing itself, but only the grant of eas
conditions on which it may be enjoyed. :

Asp. What says that sublime Being who gives the ablest divines all th
wisdom ? “ My righteous servant shall justify many,” Isa. lLiii. 11; x
pave the way, or adjust’the preliminaries, but despatch the very busines
« ghall justify.” The terms of acceptance, for fallen and rebellious ms
were o full satisfaction to the divine justice, and a complete conformity
the divine law. These, impracticable by us, were consigned over to Chri
By him they were thoroughly accomplished ; and by this accomplishme
of them, he purch:ased for us all blessings. Among others, he purchased t
gift of faith, the grace of repentance, and ability to yicld thankful, dutif
evangelical obedience. These, therefore, are very improperly called t
terms, which are really constituent parts of our salvation.

To sum up all in a word : The whole tenor of revelation shows, that the
are but two methods whereby any of the human race can be justifie
Either by a perfect obedience to the law, in their own pereons ;, and th
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»e reward is of debt: Or clse, because the Surcty of a better covenant
as satisfied all demands in their stead ; and then the reward is of grace.
here is no trimming or reconciling expedient. You may choose either of
b€ two ; but no third is proposed or allowed.

TAer. Was there not a different method for the ancient people of God ?

Asp. None, Theron. In the state of primitive innocency, a perfect and
ersevering observance of the divine command was the condition of life and
nmortality. When, by the first grand apostacy, this became impossible,

free pardon, and gracious acceptance, through the blessed Jesus, were
abstituted in its stead. Which economy, like a fountain of life, was opened,
then God promised * the seed of the woman to bruise the serpent’s head,”
fen. iii. 15. It ran like a salutary rivulet through the antediluvian world ;
—continued its progress along the patriarchal age ;—flowed, in broader
treams, under the Mosaic dispensation ;—is derived down to us, abundantly
nlarged, by the coming of Christ, and the ministry of his apostles ;—will
e transmitted with an increasing spread to the latest posterity ;—nor cver
ease to amplify and extend its influence, till, as the fountain is become a
iver, the river is augmented into an ocean; and ‘“the knowledge of the
ord” our righteousness “fill the earth, as the waters cover the abysses of
be sea,” Isa. xi. 9.

There was, I confess, a diversity in the administration, but no difference
n the nature, of the blessing. Jesus Christ, however variously manifested,
vas the ““same yesterday,” is the same “to-day,” will be the same *for
ver,” Heb. xiii. 8 : as it is the very same sun which gleams at early dawn,
rhich shines in the advancing day, and glows at height of noon.

My simile reminds us of the time, and leaves a most important doctrine
pon our memories. Suppose we take the admonition, and begin to move
omeward. -

Ther. We need be in no hurry, Aspasio. My watch tclls me, that we
ave half an hour good. Besides, I have something farther to allege, and
om a very great authority, which seems directly contrary to your notion.

Asp. Just as you please, Theron. If you choose to stay, I am all com-
liance with your inclination; and, would truth permit, I should be all
onformity to your opinion.

Ther. You know who it is that asks, “ What doth the Lord require of
hee?” And neither of us need be informed, what it is that the prophet
eplies; “ Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with thy God,” Mic.
i. 8. But I want to know, what you think of this passage.

Asp. T think it is absolutely inconsistent with your scheme. This
assage inculcates humility. But your scheme is the very reverse of that
miable virtue. A self-justiciary walking humbly with God, is littlc better
han a contradiction in terms.

The Lord has said, “Ye shall be saved by grace®.” Your systcm
eplies, ¢ No, but by our own works.”—It is declared in Seripture, ¢ that
he gift of God is cternal life.” It is implied in my friend’s doctrine, that
his happiness is the wages of our own deeds.—* My Son shall have all the
flory of a sinner's salvation,” is the unalterable decree of the Most High.

® Eph. ii. 5. This text lays the axe to the very root of spiritual pride, and all sclf.
glorying whatever. Therefore the inspired writer, foreseeing the backwardness of man:

kind to receive it, yet knowing the absolute nccessity of its reception, again asserd]
{ver. 8.) the very same truth, in the very same words.

A
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* first discovers the depravity of our nature and the misery of our
ition : he then displays the method of our recovery by Christ, and the
ings freely vouchsafed in his gospel: after which he delineates the
8 of morality, and enforces them by the most engaging motives ; motives
n from the free, unbounded loving-kindness of God our Saviour, and
the rich invaluable benefits of his grace.—Privilege he plants as the
; from which duty blooms as the flower, godliness grows as the fruit.
ie same order is observed by St. Peter in his very concise, but very
ate map, of the way to heaven : * Elect, according to the foreknowledge
>d the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience, and
kling of the blood of Christ,” 1 Pet. i. 2. First, the everlasting and
ing love of the Father ; then the enlightening and renewing agency of
ipirit, who testifies of Christ, and applies his death to the soul, purifying
ieart by faith; from whence, as from a fountain of living water, flows
sanctification, and every act of filial obedience, every species of real
ess ;—all which, being partly defective, and partly polluted, must be
kled with the blood of Jesus, and made acceptable by his dying oblation.
ter. Is this the constant method in which the sacred writers represent
gospel salvation? Do they always observe this particular order, in
iging its doctrines and its duties? Or, is it not an insignificant circum-
e which goes first, provided we take in both ¢
p- To observe this order, I am persuaded, is no insignificant circum-
e. It is of great consequence, both to our establishment and to our
th in grace. Is it a matter of indifference to the archer whether he
the point or the feather of his arrow foremost ? Can he, in either case,
1e mark with equal ease and equal certainty ?
selieve you will find, that the sacred writers, in all their evangelical
urses, invariably adhere to this order. Nay, it took place even under
>gal dispensation.—When the Lord God published his law from Mount
; when he wrote it, with his own finger, on tables of stone; how did
troduce the precepts ? how enforce their observance? Let us attend
e preamble, which is the language of love, and the very spirit of the
21: “T am the Lord thy God, who brought thee out of the land of
»t, out of the house of bondage,” Exod. xx. 2. “I have already
ered thee, with a mighty hand, from the most sordid and insupportable
ry. I have promised thee, for thy possession, the delightful country of
an, ‘a goodly heritage of the hosts of nations,’ Jer. iii. 19. Nay, I
If am thy portion; a God in covenant with thee; engaged by an
lable contract, and with the exertion of all my attributes, to do thee
Therefore keep the statutes, the judgments, and ordinances which I
10w going to establish.”—Could therc be a more winning inducement,
more endearing obligation to obedience ?
might point out the same strain running through the exhortations of
»8 and the songs of David, the sermons of the prophets and the writings
eapostles : But this I wave, not through an apprehension of its difficulty,
from a fear of prolixity.—However, you will not think me tedious if I
uce one more instance from the great master of our schools: “For we
2ves were some time foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving diverse lusts
pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another,
iti. 3—8. Here he sets before us a dismal but exact picture of ow
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depraved and undone condition. Then he presents us with a delightful
view of our redemption, both in its gracious cause and precious effects:
“But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward maa
appeared ; not by works of rightcousness which we have done, but accordi

to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regencration, and renewing
the Holy Ghost; which he hath shed on us abundantly, through Jesus
Christ our Saviour : that, being justified by his grace, we should be made
heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” Having thus provided for our
happincss, he then promotes our holiness: ¢ This is a faithful saying, and
these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they who have believed
in God might be carcful to maintain gnod works: these things are good and
profitable unto men.”

I make no comment * upon the passage ; because I hope you will commit
it, as a noble depositum, to your memory. Your own diligent meditation,
accompanied with humble prayer, will furnish out the best oxposition.—
Only I would just remark, that the apostle, always consistent, always
uniform, marshals his thoughts with his usual exactness. Good works are
not disbanded, nor yet suffcred to lead the van, but made to bring up the
reart+. When he mentions these fruits of the Spirit, he mentions them, not
slightly as matters of small moment, but carncstly, as affairs of great
importance. It is his desire and his charge, that all believers should be
careful } ; have their hearts upon the business, should use their best contri-
vance and excrt their utmost endeavours, not barely to practisc, but to
maintain ; to be exemplary, distinguished, and pre-eminent in the exercise
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lsp. It is rasing the wrong, the foundation falsely so called, which will
uinly deceive as many as make it their trust. And is it not prudent,
B we are building for eternity, carefully to examine the ground? Isit
friendly to divert a man from the treacherous sand, and lead him to the
wken rock ? For this cause I said it once, and for this cause I say it
n, That we can perform no good work till we are interested in Christ,
accepted of God.
ker. Produce your reasons, Aspasio. And strong reasons they must be,
h are forcible enough to support such an opinion.
1p. The case seems to speak for itself. How can a man that is evil do
ts that are good? Would you expect to “gather grapes off thorns, or
off thistles ° But let us hear what our unerring Teacher says: “As the
ch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can
'xcept ye abide in me,” John xv. 4. Nothing can be more express and
to our purpose. But that which follows is far more awful and
ning to our consciences: * If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as
wch and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the
and they are burned,” John xv. 6. From which it appears, that the
an beart is never actuated by good tempers, that the human life can
r be productive of good works, until a man is ingrafted into Christ ; no
: than a branch can bear valuable fruit, while it continues in a state of
ration from the tree. It appears also, that persons alicnated from Christ
and all their performances too, like broken, withered, rotten boughs—
r nothing, but to be committed to the flames, and consumed from the
- Both they and their services, far from being meritorious, are, in the
ate of heaven, worthless and despicably mean.
ier. What! Are all the noble deeds, performed by the advocates for
lity and lovers of virtue, worthless in themselves, and despicable before
upreme Being? Worthless and despicable (grating words!) only because
are not attended with the peculiarities of your faith? Can the want of
ittle circumstance change their nature, and turn their gold into dross?
p. My dear Theron, call not the circumstance little. It is sufficient,
your works more precious than gold, to debase them into tin, into lead,
Iross. When the poor shepherd brought you, yesterday morming, a
nt of some wood-strawberries, bringing them as an humble expression
) gratitude, they were kindly received. But if he had offered them as
se for your house, or as the purchase of your estate, how should you
regarded them in such a connexion? No words can express the disdain
would have conceived. When Barnabas presented a sum of money to
postles, for the supply of their necessitics and the relief of indigent
vers, Acts iv. 37. it was welcome to them, and pleasing to God. But
' Simon the sorcerer offered his gold to Peter and John; offering it, not
a principle of faith, but as an equivalent for the Holy Spirit; not in
tto testify his thankfulness, but rather to play the huckster with heaven,
18 rejected with the utmost indignation, Acts viii. 20.
leave my friend to apply the preccding instanccs. Only let me beg of
to believe, that if my wosds are grating, they are extorted by the force of
. HT am obliged to blame what he calls good works, it is, as a great critic
aes eloquence, “ with the tenderncss of a lover.”—But my censure fal's
* on their faulty origin and unbecoming aim. Let them spring from tl.e
' K
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grace of Christ as their source, let them propose the glory of Christ
end ; then, instead of putting a slight upon them, or giving them
divorce, I would court, caress, and wed them. Whereas, if neither
be kept in the view, nor that principle operate in the heart, I must p
questioning the genuineness of their character, nay, in denying the v
sibility of their existence. There may be a mimicry of holy actic
it is mimicry only; as empty as the combs made by those wasps,
better than a flame that is painted.—I have an authority for this ¢
which I think you will not offer to controvert.

Ther. What authority ?

Asp. That of our Church; who declares in her 13th Article, “Wor
before the grace of Christ, and inspiration of his Spirit, are not ples
God; forasmuch as they spring not out of faith in Christ.” Faith i
Christ purifies the heart. Till this be done, we have neither disposi
capacity for holy obedience. Nay, without faith in Christ, our persons
minable*, our state is damnnable, and how can any of our works be acc

Such a one, you say, is honest in his dealings, temperate in his
ments, charitable to the poor. I allow it all. But unless these i
virtues are referred to the glory of the supreme Jehovah, unless th
from faith in the crucified Jesus, they may be acts of worldly p
selfish prudence, or Pharisaical pride—they are by no means a |
oblation to the Lord Almighty. Nay, instcad of being acts of du
objects of approbation, they stand condemned in the Seripture, :
breaches of the commandment. They stand condemned in that S
which declares, “ Without faith it is impossible to please God,” Iiel
They are breaches of that commandment which requires, ¢ Whethe
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God,” 1 Cor. x.

Upon the whole, if we will submit to the determination of our est:
church, or acquiesce in the decision of our divine Master, we must a
ledge, that there is no such thing as a good work till we are recon
God, and our persons accepted in his sight. Therefore to represent ¢
works as-the means of reconciliation and acceptance, is both chimeri
absurd. Chimerical, because it builds upon a phantom, and take
reality what has no existence: absurd, because it inverts the mnatur
of things, and would make the effect antccedent to the cause.

Ther. Before we quit this agreeable retreat, let me ask my Aspasi
he proposes by running down all those works which are the produce of
religion, and essential to true holiness; whose excellency is displaye:
clearest, and whose necessity is urged in the strongest terms, thrc
the whole Bible ?

Asp. 1 am far from running down works which are the produce of
religion, and therefore may be justly styled,  works of faith and lal
love.” But I would caution my Theron and myself to take care, that ou
be accompanied with those circumstances which alone can render the
good. * Let them arise from faith, and bear witness to love; or else
have “ thistles instead of wheat, and cockle instead of barley,” Job x:

I would also persuade my friend, and I would habituate myself
reposc our confidence in any works whatsocver; lest they prove a

* “To the defiled and unbelieving is nothing clean.” Tit. i. 15. The apos
defiled and undeliving, to intimate, that without & truebelief nothingis clean. T
5 tanding and the conscience are polluted. Both the man and his dcings are ixr
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that breaks under our weight—or a pointed spear, that pierces us to
wrt. We shall never be like the church, * who comes up out of the
mess, leaning upon her Beloved,” Cant. viii. 5, so long as we bolster up
ves with a conceit of personal righteousness. This was the error, the
ror, of the Pharisees; this the film which blinded the eyes of their
and sealed them up under the darkness of final unbelief.

ides, my dear Theron, if you expect to be saved by your own duties,
ill be loath to see the worst of your condition. To see the worst of
ondition will be a dagger to your hopes, and as death to your soul.
will therefore be inclined to *daub with untempercd mortar,” Ezek.
0. Instead of acknowledging the deep depravity of your nature,
e numberless iniquities of your life, you will invent a thousand excuses
iate your guilt; and by this means erect a wall of partition between
oul and the merits of your Redeemer ; which will be a greater incon-
ce, 2 more destructive evil, than to cut off all supply of provision from
1y, or even to intercept the sunbeams from visiting the earth.

r.. Now you talk of armies, I must observe, that though I have scarce
ble to keep my ground in this argumentative action, I cannot allow
¢ honour of a victory, as a retreat is very different from a rout.

- T would also remark, that my friend has changed the intended plan
operations ; has almost continually acted upon the offensive ; while
ut has been only to sustain the shock. At our next encounter,
ny expect to have the order of battle reversed. I shall direct my -
to begin the charge. Put yourself therefore in readiness. for a brisk

r. You act the fair enemy, Aspasio, I must confess, in thus giving the
before you make the assault.

This hostility may appear fairer still, when I assure you, that my
15 2im not at thé destruction of your comfort, or the demolition of
luable interest. Only they would be ¢ mighty through God, to pull
the strongholds” of unbelief, and bring every self-cxalting, every
us thought, ‘“captive unto Christ,” 2 Cor. x. 4, 5; captive, in &
d submission to his righteousness, as well as a dutiful subjection to
mands. And when such is the tendency of the campaign, it will be
catest advantange to lose the victory ; it will be better than a triumph
owledge yourself vanquished.

DIALOGUE VIII

. Otr last conversation ended with a challenge. To decline or
1e acceptance of it, would look like cowardice in me, and be a picce
tice to you, Aspasio. Thereforc I am now ready to give you all the
tion which a gentleman can Jemand. Only, as the weather continues
believe my study must be the place of action.

A challenge, Theron !
- Wh?at, Sir! do you boggle ? would you eat your words, and play
troon ?

Perhaps I may have an inclination to follow the example of a
t hero, who ran away from tho field of battle, just as his comrades
K 2

- .
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were advancing to charge the enemy ; and when called to an account fory
behaviour, right worthily alleged, that his retreat proceeded, mot from:g
timidity of mind, no, but from a concer for the public good ; *for,”
he, “if I had been knocked on the head to-day, how should I have
able to fight for my country to-morrow ?”

You smile, Theron, at my doughty warrior, and his sage maxim.
since you have glanced at a certain modish custom, give me leave
seriously to assure you, that if the affair was to be determined by sworl@
pistol, I should reckon such a conduct, a resolute refusal at least, not
unmanly, but the truly wise and gallant behaviour. For surely it cann
be an instance of wisdom, to hazard my life at the mere caprice of a
lent ruffjan, who is a stranger to all the principles of humanity and
rosity, but a slave, an abandoned slave, to his own ungovernable
Surely it can never be an act of real bravery to expose my person,
some foolhardy practitioner in the fencing-school is desperate enough to v
his! The gentleman, the true gentleman, should exert a becoming digni
of spirit, and scorn to set his welfare on a level with that of an inconsiden
and barbarous bully *. ¢

Ther. But honour, my Aspasio, honour is at stake. Better to lose ¢
life, than forfeit our reputation. Better to be in a grave, than to be thej
of every coffee-house ; and perhaps pointed at, as we pass the streeta,
mean-spirited, sneaking, or, as the gentlemen of the sword so el
speak, white-livered animals. .

Asp. Forfeit our reputation! Amongst whom, I beseech you ?#—A
rash and precipitate creatures ; the pupils of La Mancha’s knight ; the
chimera + and cruelty ; whose applause is infamy, and their detraction
highest praise they can bestow. From every judicious and worthy
your conduct will be sure to gain approbation, and your character
‘When Camsar received a challenge from Antony to engage him in s
combat, he very calmly answered the bearer of the message : * If Antony,
weary of life, tell him, there are other ways to death besides the point ofn
sword.” Who ever deemed this an instance of cowardice? All ages hy
admired it as the act of a discrect and gallant man, who was sensil
of bis own importance, and knew how to treat the petulant and revengd
humour of a discontented adversary with its deserved contempt.

Barely to lose our life, is the smallest of those evils which attend §]
mischievous practice. It is pregnant with a long, an almost endless train
disastrous consequences, to parents, wives, children, friends, associates, &
the community. It is an infallible expedient to be deprived of the fave
of the infinite God, and to be excluded from the joys of his eternal kingda
It is the sure way to become an object of abhorrence to the angels of lig

* Aspasio calls the person who gives the challenge a bully. And such, notwithgtand
all the maxims of fantastical and false honour, he will certainly be found, when" tried
the bar of reason or justice. For, if the most impetuous, irrational, and brutal barbari
is allowed to constitute a bully, he has an indisputable title to the character, who,
account of a mere punctilio, or some slight affront, would destroy a life that might be
service to society, might be a blessing to various relatives, and is intimately connec
with a blissful or miserable immortality.

+ This kind of gentry are styled, in a book with which they have little or no acquai
ance, but whose maxims will be had in reverence when their names are lost in oblivi

JNW1J ¢ the sons of bluster,” or “the children of nolse," Jer. xiniid. 45.
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be made the laughing-stock of devils in their dungeons of darkness *.
ing shame, shall bo the reward of such gallantry, «the

on of such fools,” Prov. iii. 35.

Ther. With regard to this point, I am entirely of your opinion, Aspasio,

I may differ in other particulars.

} 4sp. Say you 80, Theron! Would you then tamely submit to affronts,

and injuries ?

. As to the trifling affronts of a peevish, incontinent tongue, I would

them with a superior scorn. And when thus treated, they are sure to

with the keenest edge and severest weight, upon the impotent malice

offers them. The wretch should sce, that I could pity his misery,

il smile at his folly. But as to injuries, the case is otherwise. Should

ome assault my person, it is at his peril. He would find, and perhaps

smart,

Et nos tels manu, ferrumque haud debile dextra
Spargimus, et nostro sequitur de vulnere sanguis.—Vira.

Here the fundamental and everlasting law of self-preservation calls upon
to play the man. And I am sure Christianily does not require us to
our throats to the knife, or open our breasts to the dagger.
But to retire to deliberate, to sit down and indite a formal challenge,
to me altogether as savage and iniquitous, as to assault on the high-
y. He that demands my money on the road, or extorts it by an incen-
letter, or decoys me into the snare by a forged and counterfeit note, is
ized for a villain, is abhorred by every person of integrity, and when
is rewarded with a halter. Why should we reckon the headstrong
vo less injurious, who makes his attempt upon my very life, and thirsts
b’dﬁ insatiable fary for my blood ?
L 4sp. He allows you a fair chance, it is said.

Ther. A chance! Of what? Either of falling a sacrifice to his rage, or
imbruing my hands in his blood! which is necither more nor less than
ing me to a necessity of launching into damnation myself, or of trans-
a fellow-creature to eternal vengeance. And is this an extenuation ?
a mitigating circumstance ? It really proves the practice so inexcusa-
wicked, that nothing can be pleaded in its defence. The very argu-
ment nsed to justify the horrid deed inflames its guilt, and aggravates its

Itis :y pity but the legislative authority would interpose for the suppres-

of such a flagrant wrong to socicty, and such a notorious violation of
*ex benign religion. Why should not the laws declare it felony to make
e first overture for a duel ? since it is always more heinous, and frequently
mare pernicious ;—is always murder in the intention, and frequently issues
Wdoutle destruction; the one inflicted by the stab of violence, the other
wecuted by the sword of justice.

Might it not, at least, be branded with some mark of public infamy, or
sbjected to a severe pecuniary mulct? so that a gentleman of spirit and

s§ *%Let me tell you with confidence,” (says an excellent person, addressing himself to
sfmof these unhappy desperadoes,) “ that all duels or single combats are murderous:
Wach them over (| you list) with names of honour and honest pretences, their use is

" inful, and their nature devilish.” See the Select Works of Bishop Hall, folio, p. 526.

/
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temper might have it in his power to return the compliment of a
letter with some such answer:—

“ S8R, :
However meanly you may think of your life, I set too high a value
mine, to expose it as a mark for undisciplined and outrageous
Neither have I so totally renounced all that is humane, benevolent, or
ble, as to draw my sword for your destruction, because you have ﬁli
overcome by precipitate and unreasonable resentment. You have gi
an opportunity of acting the gentleman and the Christian. And this '
I accept, as a note under your hand for five hundred pounds *; which

very soon be demanded according to law, by, Sir, yours,” &e. i

Asp. But to resume the proper subject—the nature of our cngagemes
which I now recollect, and which was explained when I ventured to g
what you call the challenge As it is not my Theron, but the ol
his faith, and the encmies of his felicity, that I am to encounter,
shall hnve courage to stand my ground ; and, instead of violating all
obligations of equity, honour, and conscience, I shall certainly evidenow
love to my friend, may possibly promote his truest good. -

Ther. I do not see how this can be effected by your late attempt. ‘
undertook to run down all works of righteousness as absolutely unable
find acceptance with God, and equally insufficicnt to recommend us to
favour. It is for the credit of these, which Aspasio has depreciated,
enter the lists.

Asp. Pray, what is the standard to which these works of righteos
must be conformed, and by which their sufficiency may be determined? :

Ther. The moral law, doubtless ; I know no other standard of nghtﬂ
ness, nor any other way of bccommg righteous.

Asp. You will, I hope, ere long be a.cqumnted with another way. At
sent, I agree to your proposal. We will join issue on this footing, and
the merits of our cause before this tribunal. Yourself shall be the judg
I will only ask your opinion, and refer myself to your decision. Youm
I am soon weary of the military style. I had obtruded myself on a p
which I was not qualified to act, and now resume a more becoming ol
racter.

Ther. If you place me on the bench, I shall allow of no such digressim
but shall keep you close to the subject.

Asp. Has your lordship then considered the nature of the divine law, &
the extent of its obligations ?

Ther. 1t obliges all persons, and comprises the whole duty of man.

, forbids? all immorality, and enjoins every virtue.—Are not these your sen
ments

Asp. They are, when somewhat enlarged.—The empire of the law, as p
hibitory of evil, extecnds both to the outward and inward man. It tal

® Might not the refuser of a challenge be dignified with some honorary distincth
resembling the civic crown amongst the ancient Romans ; since, by his cool and tem;
rate bravery, he saves one life from the sword, another from the lnlter ?—Was some hot
rary distinction, on the one hand, united to a pecuniary forfeiture on the other, I cam
br‘zz think they would prove an effectual method to check the progress of this destruct
evi



-

DIALOGUB VIII 135

of the actions ; it judges every word. All the operations and all
the dispositions of the soul come under its sacred jurisdiction. It is indeed
a discerner, not only of the working thoughts, but also of the dawning inten-
tions : and arraigns them both at its awful bar. It pierces even to the
dividing asunder of the soul and spirit,” Heb. iv. 12. Not the inmost
recesses of the breast are too deep for its penetration, nor all the artifices of
the deceitfal heart too subtle for its detection. Other laws forbid the
unclean act ; this condemns the wanton eye, and irregular desire. Other
laws pnmlh the injurious deed; this passes sentence on the unguarded
sallies of passion, and the most secret emotions of resentment. So eminently
true is that remark of the Psalmist, “ Thy commandments are exceeding
broad,” Psalm cxix. 96. Tell me now, Theron, has your obedience been
commensurate to this extensive platform of duty ?

TAer. If the law be so very extensive——

Asp. Nay, my friend, you cannot suspect that I have stretched to an
wndne extent the obligations of the divine law, since this interpreta-
tion is established by an authority too great to be controverted, too clear to
be misunderstood—even by the authority of Christ himself ; whose sermon
upon the mount is a professed exposition of the commandments, and main-
taine in the most explicit manner all that I have advanced: so that if our
Lord's exposition is just, I think it will be neither rash nor “uncharitable to
sy, there is not a man upon earth but has broke them all.

TRer. Are we all idolaters then ? all adulterers ? all murderers ? Shocking
to imagine ! .

Asp. It is shocking, I confess. But how much more so, if such delin-
quents expect justification by their own deeds ?

TAer. This is no proof of your assertion, my good friend.

Asp. To be fond of gold, to be enamoured with the world, to love any
creature more than the ever-blessed Creator, are instances of idolatry, Col.
iii. 5. Phil iii. 19. not quite so gross, but altogether as real, as to set up
idols in our temples, or pay acts of adoration to senseless images. Have
you always been free from this apostacy of the affections ?

Our infallible Teacher has informed us, that unreasonable anger, con-
temptuous language, and malevolent wishes, Matth. v. 22. are each a species
of murder, and not many removes from the assassin’s deadly stab. Have
you been always meek, always benevolent, and never chargeable with this
mental homicide ?

We are farther assured, that the indulgence of inordinate desire is, in the
impartial estimate of Heaven, as the commission of the impure deed, Matth.
v.28. And evil concupiscence of every kind violates that sacred precept,
“ Thou shalt not covet.” Has your will been invariably upright, and

with no irregular inclination ? are you wholly unpolluted with this
adultery of the heart?

I wait not for a reply. I have often heard you plead guilty to all—yes,
%0 all and every of these charges respectively.

Ther. Where, and when, Aspasio ?

Asp. In the most sacred place, and on the most solemn occasion. And
met you only, but a whole multitude of self-condemned criminals. Ow*
simrch, you know, has ingrafted the decalogue into her public service; a1

" faunght all her members to answer, after the repetition of each comroaL
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what aggravating circumetances, to an eye perfoctly pure, and infinitely
penetrating ? .

Instead of attempting to extenuate our offences, let us make some such
improving reflections : “ If this holy law, which prohibits the minutest
failure, form the indictment; if this all-discerning God, who sifts our con-
duct even to the smallest defect, be the judgo; if our personal goodness,
which abounds with imperfections, be our plea; what can we expect at
that decisive hour, when the Lord shall ¢ lay judgment to the line and righte-
ousness to the plummet?” Isa. xxviii. 17. Surely, this consideration
should incline us to adopt the wise and ardent wish of the apostle, * That
we may,” now, in this our day, * win Christ, and,” at the last tremendous
audit, “ be found in him ; not having our own righteousness, which is of the
law,” for the foundation of our hopes, “ but the righteousness which is of
God, by faith in Jesus Christ,” Phil. iii. 8, 9.

Consider the law in its nobler capacity, as enjoining whatever is excellent.
Can you hope, Theron, to be justified by it, if you fall short of its demands,
not barely in a few instances, but in every action of your life, and every
temper of your heart?

TAer. Such a hope, cherished amidst such circumstances, would be falla-
cious and absurd ; but I trust I am not so very faulty, or rather so entircly
abandoned, as your interrogatory supposes.

Asp. Have you duly weighed the perfection and spirituality of the divine
law? It is a transcript of the unspotted purity and absolute rectitude of
the divine nature. It requires an unreserved obedience to all God’s com-
mands, and a most unfeigned submission to all his dispensations; without
regretting the former as a grievous yoke, or repining at the latter as rigorous
! treatment. It calls, not only for external duty, but also for the most upright
imaginations and devout affections. Nay, it insists upon the exercise of
every virtue, and that in the highest degrce:love to God, without the least
lukewarmness, and love to all our neighbours, without any unkindness; a
mnctity of desire that knows no stain, and a humility of mind that is free
from all elatement. In a word, it requires us to be perfect, “even as our
Father which is in heaven is perfect,” Matth. v. 48.

Do any of your actions come up to this exalted standard ? Are any of
your graces thus refined ? .

Ther. Am I then absolutely an insolvent before the great Lord of the
universe { Have I no lamb in my fold without a blemish ? nothing in my
life, nothing in my heart, but what is defective and defiled ?

Asp. Indeed, my friend, this is not your condition alone, but the condi-
tion of the most irreproachable person on earth. There is none perfect, in
any character or in any work, no not one. None that obeys the divine law,
wiformly, invariably, and completely.

Cast your eye upon the names which are subjoined to those beautiful
prints. How elegant is the engraving ! how accurate are the letters! The
strokes most delicately fine ! their shape most exactly true! Let me ask
you to transcribe them with your pen, and make the copy equal to the
original. Preserve all the noble boldness of the Roman stamp, and all the
graceful softness of the Italian touch.—What? could you not execute thistask,
even in your present unimpaired health, and with the exertion of all your
%kill? How shamefully then must you fall short, if your cyes were dim
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dreamed, was a due compliance with the demands of the first table. The
young ruler seems to have been under the same dclusion, when he had the
assurance to declare, ¢ All these things,” which are prescribed by the divine
law, “have I kept from my youth up,” Matth. xix. 20.

A more pestilent opinion it is scarce possible for the mind of man to
entertain. And nothing can appear more egregiously mistaken, if we con-
sider the vast comprehensive scope of the sacred precepts, and are convinced
that they require a most exact conformity, in every particular and every
punctilio.

Ther. 1Is there nothing valuable, then, in regularity of conduct and
integrity of heart ? nothing valuable in our acts of charity and habits of
virtue ? nothing whatsoever that may recommend us to our Maker ?

Asp. From our fellow-creatures they stand entitled to respect, imitation,
and gratitude ; but before infinite perfection they must drop their claim,

and lie prostrate in the dust, imploring forgiveness, not challenging a
reward. We all discern a beauty and a twinkling lustre in the stars, when
viewed under the shades of night: but when the magnificent source of
day arises, their beauty vanishes, their lustre is darkness. Such are human
accomplishments when compared with the perfect law, or beheld by the
piercing eye of the supremely glorious God.

Ther. Methinks this notion confounds the difference of good and evil;
and by rendering all our actions blameable, would render them all alike.
This is levelling with a witness!

Asp. It only shows that there are blemishes in all; whereas some are
flaw and blemish all over. Is there no difference betwcen the lcopard’s
spots and the raven’s foot ? If I maintain that neither of those animals are
perfectly white, doth this imply that both are equally black ?

All we perform, however specious it may seem, is very far short of our
elevated rule, therefore cannot procure the divine favour, or entitle us to the
kingdom of heaven. Nay, if God should enter into judgment with us, on
the foot of our own performances, he would discover such defects, even in
the choicest instances of our obedience, as must render them matter of
condemnation *, not meritorious of applause.

Be pleased to observe this penknife.—What can be more exquisitely keen
than the edge, or more nicely polished than the blade ? but how do they
appear when beheld through one of those microscopes ?

Ther. The edge less sharp than the woodman’s axe, or rather more blunt
than his iron wedge. The polish resembles a mass of coarse metal rudely
hammered on the anvil.

Asp. How very delicate is the cambric which forms your ruffles, and gives
such an ornamental air to your whole dress ! nothing can be finer than the
threads, or more exact than the texture ; but what is their appearance in a
microscopic view ¢

Ther. You would take the fine threads for hempen cords; and would
almost be positive, that they had been wattled together by the clumsy hands
of the hurdle-maker, rather than curiously wove in the artist’s loom.

Asp. That lovely piece of enamel, which makes a part of your lady’s

® To this assertion St. Cyril bears a very express testimony : * Even those of our:
actions which seem to be performed in a right manner, could not escape censure and
blame, if God should examine and bring them to the test.”
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pensile equipage, quite charms the spectator with the justness of its figure
and the radiancy of its colours. But

Ther. Under the scrutiny of this searchihg instrument it loses all its
elegance ; and, instead of winning our admiration, provokes our contempt.
It looks like a heap of mortar, plastered on by the mason’s trowel.

Asp. You see then, Theron, what gross indelicacies, what bungling
inequalities, this supplementary aid to our sight discovers, even in the most
finished works of human art. So, and abundantly more, does the immacu-
late purity of God discern imperfections in our most upright deeds and most
guarded hours.

I said immaculate, and I ought to have said more; for God is not
only uncrringly wise to detect, but infinitely pure to abhor, all contamina-
tion. Angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect, are endowed with
immaculate, but the Lord is possessed of infinite purity. Have you con-
sidered this attribute of the Godhead, Theron ?

Ther. 1 have; and not without amazement at the charming, the awful
descriptions of it, which occur in the sacred writings. God is not only holy,
but, as the lawgiver of the Jews very sublimely expresses himself, “gloriousin
holiness,” Exod. xv. 11l. The sacred penmen, treating of this illustrious
perfection, seem to labour the important point. They indulge the loftiest
flights of imagination, they employ the boldest figures of speech, and add
the most glowing colours of eloquence ; not without frequent acknowledg-
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Jehovah sitting upon his throne, and the princes of heaven adoring at his foot- °
stool, seized with a pang of reverential fear he cried out, “Woeisme! Iam
undone! for I am a man of unclean lips !” Isa. vi. 5. When Ezekiel beheld
an emblematical representation of him who dwelleth in light inaccessible ;
when the Ancient of Days, veiled under a human shape, appeared to Danicl ;
though one was a devout priest, and each was an eminent prophet, yet, over-
whelmed with a mixture of veneration and terror, they both *fell down at
his feet as dead,” Ezek. i. 28. Dan. x. 8, 9; and this, not before a full dis-
Pplay, but only before a glimpse of the Godhead, which, though partial and
transient, was too dazzlingly bright for an eye of flesh to bear.

O my friend! my Theron! what figure must our mean performances, our
low attainments, make before this immensely glorious God ? Let us examine
the behaviour and epirit of Job a little more particularly. He is one of your
favourite examples, and indeed very deservedly, for in piety he had no supe-
rior and no equal—“there was none like him in the earth ;” yet, when
he has to do with the Maker of all things, and the Judge of all men, he pours
out his abashed soul in these very remarkable professions: “ If I justify
myself, my own mouth shall condemn me ; if I say I am perfect, it shall also
prove me perverse.”—See Job ix. 20, 21. 30, 31, 32. He declares yet far-
ther, “ If I wash myself in snow water, and make my hands never so clean,
yet shalt .thou,” O righteous and eternal God, *“ plunge me in the ditch;”
manifest me, notwithstanding all this care and circumspection, to be a guilty
and filthy creature; yea, so very guilty and filthy, that my ‘“own clothes,”
were they sensible of the pollution, ¢ could not but abhor me.”

This he confesses, not because he was an habitual sinner, or chargeable
with any scandalous immorality, but because his mind was filled with the
most affecting sense of God's inconceivable holiness and infinite glory.
“For,” adds the venerable sufferer, * he is not a man as I am;” but a Being
of such extensive knowledge that nothing can escape his discernment, of
such exalted purity that every spot of defilement is loathsome in his sight.
For which reason, it is absolutely impossible ¢that I should answer him,”
with reference to my own personal righteousness, “ or that we should come
together in judgment,” on any such footing, without confusion to myself, and
ruin to my cause.

To all this he subjoins, what is still morc memorable and exemplary :
“ Tbough I were perfect, yet would I not know my soul, 1 would despise my
life.” He supposes himself in a lughcr state than your most advanced
Christian, *though I werc perfect ;” yet cven in such a state, were it attain-
able and attained, I would not know my soul ;” not dwell upon, not plead,
00, MOr 80 much as cherish a thought of, my own accomplishments and
acquirements. In the important busincss of justification, they should stand
for ciphers ; they should be thrown into shades ; they should entirely dis-
appear. Nay more, “I would despise my life :” my life, with all its most
shining actions and most distinguished virtues, should be reckoned insignificant
and despicable ; just as insignificant and despicable, with respect to this great
transaction, as a wandering spark would be, if appointed to diffuse day amidst
the darkness of night, or produce spring amidst the depths of winter.

Ther. These are alarming hints, Aspasio, I must confess. A law which
requires an exact and universal obedience, both in heart and life! A God of
such majesty, purity, and glory, that men of the most approved integrity are
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church and state may be reduced, if thou takest away thy servant by this
threatened but untimely stroke. And, for the welfare of Judah, for the honour
of thy name, for the support of thy own worship, O spare me a little "

Aspasio paused, expecting a reply. As Theron continucd silent and
musing, Aspasio, with a smile of benevolence, proceeded—Come, my Theron !
why 80 deep in thought ? have you any objection to the evidences I have
prodaced ? They are some of the most dignified characters and illustrious
personages that could be selected from all ages : kings, princes, and patriots ;
priests, saints, and martyrs. Should these be deemed insufficient, I can
exhibit a larger and nobler cloud of witnesses :—larger, for they are a great
multitude, which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, and
people, and tongues ; nobler, for they stand before the throne, and be-
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands. Ask
those shining armies, Who they are, and whence they camc? Their

amswer is comprised in one of my favourite portions of Scripture, one of
thoee delightful texts, from which I hope to derive consolation, cven in my
last moments. For which reason, you will allow me to repeat it, though it
‘ may perhaps be mentioned in a former conversation: ¢ We arc they who
came out of great tribulation; and have washed our robes, and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb ; therefore are we before the throne,” Rev.
vii. 14, 15.

Some of them laid down their lives for the sake of Christ ; many of them
were eminent for works of righteonsness; all of them were endued with real
holiness.  Yet none of these qualifications constituted their passport into the
regions of endless felicity. They had ¢ washed their robes,” had fled to the
atonement, and pleaded the merits of Jesus their Saviour. Ilercby they had
“made them white ;” this was the cause of their acquittance from guilt, and
their complete justification : and therefore, on this account, their persons were
accepted ; they were presented without spot before the throne, and admitted
to that fulness of joy which is at God's right hand for evermore.

Ther. I have no objection to your witnesses.  But, methinks, your doc-
trine is strangely debasing to human nature.

Asp. A sign, Theron, that it is agrceable to the genius of the gospel ;

which is calculated, as the eloquent Isaiah forctold, to humble the sinner and
\ exalt the Saviour*: ¢ The loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the
hanghtiness of man shall be made low, and the Lord alone shall be cxalted
in that day,” Isa. ii. 11. ¢ Man, though naturally vain, shall be made sen-
i sible of his numberless offences ; shall see the defects which attend his highest
attainments ; shall confess the impossibility of being justified by the dceds of
the law ; and place all his hope upon the propitiatory death, and meritorious
; obedience, of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

® ¢ That doctrine,” said an eminent divine, * which tends
To humble the sinner,
To exalt the Saviour,
To promote holiness,
you may embrace as sound : that which is defective in its influence cn any one of them,
you should reject as corrupt.”
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Over this recess, so pleasingly horrid, and adapted to solemn musings,
arose an open and airy belvidere. You ascend by winding stairs; and
coming from the uncouth abode below, are sweetly surprised with an elegant
hexagon. The ceiling lofty, and decorated with the softest, richest, almost
flowing fret-work. The wainscot, in pannels of oak, retained its native
aunburn ; so besutifully plain, that, like an amiable countenance, it would
have been disfigured, rather than improved, by the most costly paint. On
this were disposed, in gilded frames, and to great advantage, a variety of
eatertaining landscapes. But none surpassed, none cqualled, all were a
foil to, the noble lovely views which the windows commanded. The
chimney-piece, of white shining marble, streaked with veins of vivid red:
over it was carved a fine festoon of artificial, in it was ranged a choice
collection of natural flowers. On a table of glossy walnut lay a port-
able telescope, attended with Thomson’s Seasons, and Fanierii Pradium
Rusticum *.

The whole was fitted up in the highest taste, and furnished with every
pleasurable ornament, on purpose to harmonise with that lavish gaiety,
which seemed to smile over all the face of nature ; on purpose to correspond
with that vernal delight, which came breathing on the wings of every
fagrant gale : I may add, on purpose to remind the beholder of those im-
mortal mansions, which are decorated with images infinitely more splendid,
with objects unspeakably more glorious ; where holy beings will spend, not

a few vacant hours in refined amusement, but a boundless cternity in the

- consummation of joy. For, to a well-turned mind, nature is a preceptor;

and these are her instructive lessons; to the pure in hecart, even sense is
edifying ; and thesec are its delicate moralities.

The redundant waters of the canal rolled off in a spreading cascade ; which,
tumbling from many a little precipice, soothed the air with a symphony of
soft and gurgling sounds, nor ever intermitted the obliging office,

“ From morn to noon, from noon to dewy eve.”

Bat when the fanning breezes dropped their wings, when the feathered choir
were hushed in sleep, when not so much as a chirping grasshopper was heard
throughout the meads, this liquid instrument still played its solo, still pur-
sued its busy way, and warbled as it flowed mclodious murmurs.

Asp. Such, Theron, so uniform, uninterrupted, and invariable, should be
our conformity to the divine law. But, alas! those sacred precepts are so
exceeding broad, that the most enlarged human obedience is far from being
commensurate to their extent ; so absolutely holy, that our highest attain-
ments fall vastly short of their exalted perfection. How then can we expect
justification from such a consummate rule? How dare we place our depen-
dence upon such imperfect duties ? especially before a God of unerring dis-
cemment and immaculate purity.

Ther. Because mankind are incapable of pleasing their Maker, by yiclding
an absolute and invariable obedience to the moral law; does it follow from
thence, that they cannot render themselves acccptable to him, by an universal
course of sincere obedience ?

® ¢ Vanierii Preedium Rusticum :”’ A most elegant Latin Poem ; which treats of every
remarkable peculiarity relating to the business of a couutry life, or the furniture of a
country-seat. It entertains us with a description of the most agreeable objects, iu an easy
flow of thLe purest language, and most musical numbers.

T.
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Asp. 1 think it follows, from what has been already observed. If yor
desire new arguments, they are at hand.

The law, says the teacher of the Gentiles, is the ministration of condem
nation, 2 Cor. iii. 7. How can this be true, if it requires no more than
sincere obedience ; such as is proportioned to our infirm state? If this b
sufficient to justify, and entitle us to our Creator’s favour, the law ceases &
be the ministration of condemnation. It becomes (which ‘is flatly contrs
dictory to the apostle’s doctrine) the ministration of righteousness.

The law is styled, by the same inspired teacher, *a schoolmaster to bring
us to Christ®*.” How can it, upon your supposition, be qualified for such an
office ? If a sincere obedience be the whole of its demands, it can no longe:
direct us to Christ, it will no longer deliver us over to a Redeemer’'s merit ;
but must draw and attach us to itself, teaching us to look upon its precepta
and our own conscientious observance of them, as the tenure of eternal life.

Do you insist upon a third proof ? A third presents itself ; not so much
founded on argumentation, as deduced from example. How was Abraham,
the friend of God and father of the faithful, justified? By a course of sincere
obedience? No; butby faith in the promised Messiah. “Abraham worked
not,” with a view to obtain justification; “but believed on him who justifieth
the ungodly.” How was David, the man after God’s own heart, justified ?
By his zeal for the Lord, and by his eminent services? No; but by a
righteousness imputed ; even that righteousness of the blessed Redeemer,
through which ¢ iniquity is forgiven, and sin pardoned.” And can we be
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bumility, but may feel some little emotions of pride. In short, because you

me weak, I will connive, or even accommodate my demands to your enfeebled

aad depraved comdition.”

Not to urge (what must be shocking to every ear) that such a doctrine
would make the Holy One of God a minister of sin, and the gospel of our
mlvation a patent for licentiousness; let me only ask, Does this agree with
war Lord’s declaration, “ One jot or tittle shall in no wise pass flom the law,
$ll all be fulfilled 7" Matth. v. 18. Is this suitable to the perfections of
the divine Legislator, ¢ with whom is no variableness, nor shadow of turn-
gl James i. 17. Will this consist with the avowed resolution of the
;higllty Jehovah, ¢ He will magnify the law, and make it honourable ?”
s xlii. 21.

Tier. However you may decry what I call the milder law, St. Paul
merts it to be the Christian scheme. This he strenuously argues for, as the
aly scheme by which any man can be justified in the sight of God.

4sp. Does he, Theron? in what epistle? what chapter? what verse?

Je says, addressing himself to-the Galatian converts, * I do not frustrate
e grace of God, for, if righteousness come by the law, Christ is dead in
nin,” Gal. ii. 2]. From which passage we learn two very momentous truths,
that were we to derive a justifying righteousness from the law, this would
not ouly be derogatory to the honour of grace, but subversive of its very
being ; that by secking justification through our own conscientious behaviour
we make, as far as in us lies, the death of Christ a vain thing, for which
there was no occasion, and of which there is no use.

To the same purpose it is written in that invaluable epistle to the
Romans, “ If they which are of the law be heirs,” if they who trust to their
owa performance of the law are thereby entitled to the heavenly inheritance,
“ fith is made void, and the promise made of none cffect,” Rom. iv. 14.—
8ee now, my friend, the tendency of your opinion! It is not a mere specu-
Iative mistake, an error of inconsiderable consequence, but such as strikes at
the fundamentals of the gospel. Instead of being the only Christian scheme,
it totally overthrows Christianity itself ® ; for it would render the promise
sbortive, and supersede the necessity of faith; it would destroy the very

existence of grace, and make even the death of Christ a superfluous trans-

- action.

:  Ther. This I see, Aspasio, that the method of obtaining acceptance on
smcount of our own sincerity, is a benign expedient, such as corresponds
with the compassionate nature of the Deity, and is what the apostle styles,
“being justified by faith, without the dceds of the law.”

4sp. How ! To be justified by faith, and justified by sincerity, the same
fing? Is it possible that these should be equivalent terms? Let me illustrate
ayquery by a similitude, which our present situation suggests. Sometimes
@ easy comparison is more eonvincing than a laboured argument.

From this pleasing eminence we command an extensive view of the country.
Our eye connects the artless grandeur of nature with the elegant embellish-

® St. Paul says of those preachers who taught justification by the works of the law,
“they would pervert,” or (as the original word usrarsgiwoas may be translated) subvert
sad overthrow “ the gospel of Christ.” To pervert, give a wrong turn, or a false colour,
scems not to express fully the apostle’s idea, nor to preserve the native energy of his
srgument. The Greek word is equivalent to the the Johuv \on, which we generally
reader evertere. GCal.i. 7. .
L2



148 THERON AND ASPASIO. ?
ments of the summer-house. Nor is the public road the least entertaining
of the scene; because it presents us with a moving picture, with a X
succession of new objects. IHow many travellers have passed in review
we took our seat in this agreeable elevation! Just at this instant a b
coach bolts out of the lane, filled, I presume, with passengers that reside
the neighbourhood, or are to lodge in the next market-town. We will
pose them det down at their journey’s end. An acquaintance visits
congratulates them on their arrival, and asks the customary question, “ he
they came ?” ¢ We came,” they say, “without walking a step ourselves, y
by walking as well and as far as we were able.” Is this answer intelli
Are these methods of travelling consistent? So intelligible is my friend’s
trine ; so consistent is justification vouchsafed without the decds of the law
and justification obtained by performing the deeds of the law as well as w
are able.

Ther. Without the law, signifies without the nccessity of an exnetq
unerring conformity to it.

Asp. This is not without, but by the law, qualified in the rigour of i
demands, and departing somewhat from the perfection of its pi
Could you affirm, with any propriety, that this part of the hemisphere
without the sun, because an intervening cloud has moderated its fervour
abated its glare ? |

‘What says the apostle? His words in another place will determine
meaning in this. 1f a state of acceptance with God be of works, be
able to our own obedience, whether sincere or perfect, ‘it is no more
grace®.”  Works and grace, in point of justification, are irreconcilable
sites. On this pinnacle they cannot stand together. One must mpm
and overthrow the other.

But why do I speak of grace? 1f my friend’s opinon prevail, grace is
an cnd. What we took to be the gospel, turns out a covenant of
Balvation ceascs to be a free gift, and becomes a nccessary payment.

“to him that worketh,” that performeth what the law requires, “is th
reward not reckoned of grace,” but he may claim it as his due, it multl
paid him as a matter of debt ; Rom. iv. 4.

Ther. You take no notice of what I urged concerning the benignity ¢
this scheme, and how much it magnifies the clemency of the great Legislata

Asp. But why should clemency erect its throne on the ruins of alma
every other attribute? This method would dishonour the veracity of God
which has denounced a curse upon every deviation from his revealed wil
It would depreciate the administration of his justice, which cannot bu
punish whatever violates his sacred precepts. It would greatly derogat
from the dignity of his law, and make it a mere thing of wax, to bend, s
truckle, and take its form from the sin and weakness of human nature.

Ther. Will the divine law then make no favourable allowances for humai
infirmities, for constitutional faults, and strength of passion ?

Asp. Far be it from me to represent the law of the Most High, eithe
more strict, or more yielding, than it really is. To avoid all possibility o

® Rom. xi. 6. The passage produced by Aspasio, refers immediately to the doctrine e
election, and but remotely to the privilege of justification. However, as the former {a
cludes the latter, if that be rfectly free, this cannot be the consequence of works. Th
argumcnt therefore, I apprehend, is conclusive, though the proof is not so direct.
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a mistake, let us hear the declaration of the law itself: ‘ Cursed is
ary one that continueth not in all things that are written in the book of
law, to do them,” Gal. iii. 10.
: ®Every one;” without any exception of persons, without any regard to
either of human weakness or violent temptation. * That continueth
i~ it is not enough to obeerve these holy commandments in the general
mer of our conversation. Our course of obedience must be without any
ission, from the earliest dawn of reason to the latest period of life.
Tn all things ;" we must refrain from all the sins that are forbidden, and
every approach towards them. We must practise all the virtues that
¢ enjoined, and in their foll extent of perfection.
In a word, the law insists upon obedience, perfect in its principle, perfect
all its parts, perfect in every degree, and in each of these respects per-
®. The least deficiency in any one particular renders us liable to ven-
: and notwithstanding any repentance for trangressions, notwith-
ing all pretensions to sincerity of heart, subjects us to the eurse..
* Theron paused ;—he seelmed to be struck with surprise;—but rallying his
mztn, replied, If this be the sense of the passage, whe of all flesh ean be

Asp. Say rather, If the extent of the divine law be so enlarged, if its
lemands be so0 high, and its sanctior so awfully rigorous, then must “every
mouth be stopped; then is all the world become guilty before God; and by
he works of the law shall no man living be justified.”

TAer. Will not such excessively severe doctrine drive people into despon-
lency, or even drown them in despair ?

Asp. No, Theron! unless it be such a despair as is the parent of heavenly
lope, and productive of those amiable twins—peace and joy: A despair, I
mean, of being reconciled to our offended God, and of obtaining eternal hap-
piness by any satisfaction or any duties of our own.

" Ther. Surely you forget the gracious manifesto published by the conde-
fending King of heaven: ¢ If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted,

sording to what 2 man hath, not according to what he hath not,” 2 Cor.

vi. 12. Is it not plain from this text, that infinite goodness will admit
&r honest, though imperfect endeavours; and since we are not able to pay -
& unsinning, will mercifully accept our best, obedience ?

4sp. 1 do not forget, but possibly my friend may misapply, the gracious
mnifesto. To whom was the word of this consolation sent?* To true
ehievers, who had * given their own selves to the Lord,” 2 €or. viii. 5; who
‘were established in Christ,” 2 Cor. i. 21 ; “and abounded in faith,” 2 Cor.
ii. 7. If you likewise, my dear Theron, acknowledge yourself a vile sinner
1 your worst, and an unprofitable servant in your best estate; if, in conse-
gence 6f this acknowledgment, you fly for refuge to the wounds of a cru-
fied Saviour, and rely for salvation only on his obedience unto death ; then
on imitate those Corinthian converts; then you may apply that indulgens.
eclaration to yourself; and then would I venture to address you in the
lezant and cheering language of the royal preacher, “ Go thy way, eat thy

* That the law insists upon an obedience absolutely perfect, will be further evident to
# attentive reader, if he considers the tenor of St. Paul's argumentation, in his epistles
the Rumans and to the Galatians, particularly Rom. iii. 23, iv. 15; Gal. iii. 21,
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bread with joy, and drink thy wine with a merry heart; for God mow
accepteth” * both thy person and thy performances.

Baut if you overlook the righteousncss of the blessed Jesus ; if you
upon yourself and your own attainments; you are (how shall 1 speak it?) mo
accepted, but accursed. In such a case you have alrcady heard your doon
denounced by the leader of the Jews, and may hear it ratified by the apost)
of the Gentiles: * As many as are of the works of the law,” who seek justi
fication by their own observance of its commands, ‘ are under the curse,
Gal. iii. 10.

Ther. Under the curse! because our attempts to obey, though faithfalk
excrted, are attended with defects! Is not this unrcasonable and shocking
Unreasonablo, that the God of justice should establish a law of such com
summate perfection, as no child of Adam can, even with his utmost asaiduit;
and care, fulfil? Shocking, that the God of mercy should thunder ont.
severe a denunciation on the least inadvertent breach, on every unavoi
failure? This exceeds the relentless rigour of Draco, or the tyrannical impe
sitions of Egyptian task-masters. Draco is said to have written bis lawsiy
blood; yet he never enacted such institutions as were absolutely too strict ag
dlﬂicult to be observed. And though the Egyptian task-masters insisted upey
the full tale of bricks, without allowing the necessary proportion of straw;
yet the punishment they inflicted was incomparably less than cverlasting
destruction.

Asp. If God Almighty, in delivering his law to fallen mankind, intended
to propose the means of their justification, your argument would be valid,
and your inference undeniable. But the Supreme Legislator had a very dif
forent, a far more mysterious design. Ilowever, before I proceed to tonch
upon this point, let me desire to know your opinion.—For what reasons;
think you, was the law ordained ?

Ther. ¥or what reasons ? To deter men from the commission of vice, and
excite them to the practice of virtue. To set before them a rule for the
conduct, which, if they diligently observe, they shall be rewarded with
cternal happiness ; whuh, if they presumptuously tmsgreu, they shall bn
punished with eternal misery.

Asp. If man had never fallen, this doctrine had been sound divinity, am
this method a practicable scheme. Bnt ever since the fall, such a way o
salvation is somewhat like the north-cast passage. As mountains of i ice, am
the severest rigours of winter block up this,—so0 extreme impotence in msn
and the utmost porfechon in the law, bar up that. “The law,” saith th
apostle, *“is weak ;” is incapable of furnishing us with a titlé to the hea
felicity ; not through any defect in its precepts, but ¢ through the flesh,”
through the inability of our degenerate nature.

Yet I must confess you are not alone in your opinion.  Multitudes haw

apprehensive that they frustraie
none effect with regard to them.

ambiguity in the word accepied. |
L justifying rig
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selves. If you examine the scriptural account, you will find it quite of
another strain.

TAer. Pray let me hear the scriptural account. For whenever those divine
sacles speak, I am all attention :i wherever they interpose their uuthonty, I
sm all submission.

4sp. “ By the law is the knowledge of sin,” Rom. iii. 20. Far from being
‘eur justifier, it is our accuser. It arraigns, and provesus guilty. It demon-
“strstes, beyond all possibility of contradiction, that the very best among us
. huve failed and come short of our duty ; nay, that the very best among us
| lave done amiss, and dealt wickedly.

I was alive without the law onoe,” says the apostle, Rom. vii. 9. I
Sought myself upright and holy ; and entitled, by virtue of these qualifica-
foms, to life eternal. * But when the commandment came,” shining in its
paity, and operating with power,  sin revived :” A clear and lively sense of
guilt shot, like a piercing ray, through all mysoul. Isaw myself chargeable
with many past provocations. I felt myself subject to much remaining cor-

Teption. In consequence of which I died :” my vain conceits were blasted ;
Wy presumptuous hopes expired ; I could not but a.cknowledge myself Justly
inble to condemnation and death.

Ther. It had this effect on Saul, when he was a malignant and barbarous
pesecutor.  But when people are virtuous and benevolent, what purpose
tloes it then serve ?

Asp. A very important one; yet such as may probably, at the first hear-
ing, affect you with a little surprise.  “ The law entered,” says the apostle,
%that the offence might——" -

: Ther. Be restrained, no doubt.

Asp.  That the offence might abound,” Rom. v. 20, is the assertion.

Ther. Surprising, indeed ! Is it possible that God's law should give coun-
fenance to sin ¢ nay, add spurs to the sinner ?

Asp. Let us beware of mistaking our sacred casuist. The law entered, not
; that the commiseion of sin might be authorised, but that the abundance of

i o sins mlght be manifested ; that all mankind, even your virtuous persons,
| my perceive the great multltude of their iniquities, the greater impurity of
' their bearts, together with the utter imperfection of their highest attainments
"sad best services.

This end could not be answered by a law relaxed in its demands, or warp-
iag to our weakness ; only by a system of precepts every way exact, and in
all degrees perfect. Whoever would represent to his neighbour the spots that
wlly, or the scars that d:sﬁg'ure his countenance, must effect the design, not
by a stained, but by a pure mirror.

Ther. “ The knowledge of sin, and a conviction of our exceeding sinful-
mems ;" these are intentions which I should not have suspected.

Asp. These are not all. There is another intention of the law, equally
#oceasary, and no less awful : ¢ It reveals the wrath of God against all ungod-
kiness and unrighteousness of men,” Romans, i. 18. Having set before the
simner his innumerable offences and enormous guilt, it denounces the doom
which he deserves ; it unsheathes the sword of justice, and thrcatens the
ellender with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord.

Ther. A modern writer supposes, that God may set aside the law in favour
of frail men. I might far more reasonably suppose, that he would mitigate

.
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the law, on the same consideration. But what you urge makes me afraid to
lean on so precarious a prop.

Asp. To look for comfort and salvation from this quarter, would be to lean,
as the Arabian proverb speaks, “ on a wave of the sea,” which will not only
fail to 'support, but will certainly swallow up the unadvised and rash
depender.

No, Theron ; rather than the divine law should lose its honours, Sodom
and Gomorrah were laid in ashes ; the ancient world was destroyed with a
deluge ; the present frame of nature is destined to the flames, and all its
unholy inhabitants will be condemned to hell. Nay, rather than the least
tittle should pass unaccomplished, its curse has been executed on God’s own
Son, and all its injunctions have been fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ.

Ther. As 1 dare not confide in the modern provisionary saleo, so neither
can I accede to your severe and terrifying notions. The laws of a wise and
beneficent governor are calculated for the good of his subjects.—What good,
what advantage can accrue to us, from receiving such a sentence, and pos-
sessing such convictions?

Asp. Though I might mention many advantages, I shall content myself
with selecting one, which is not only valuable in itself, but the introduction
to every spiritual blessing.  When, by the instrumentality of the law, and
the illumination of the Spirit, we are brought under such convictions, then
we are taught to sce our danger ; then we are made to feel our misery ; and
then we shall no longer sleep in security, but solicitously look out for deliver-
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The stag, roused from his lair, shakes his dappled sides, toeses his beamy
head, and, conscious of superior agility, scems to defy the gathering storm.
You see, speaking of poetry, I have caught somcthing of the poetical strain.

Asp. This enlivened manner excites my eagerness, and makes me more

| desirous to hear the sequel. :

TAer. First, he has recourse to stratagem, and evasive shifts. He plunges
into the copsc, darts acroes the glade, and wheels about in doubling mazes,
s though he would pursue even the foe he avoids. The full-mouthed pack
wnravel all his windings, and drive him from his wily arts.

Now he betakes himself to flight, and confides in his speed. He bursts
through the woods, bounds over the lawns, and leaves the lagging beagles far
behind. The beaglcs, slow but sure, trace his steps through woods, through
lawns, through half the extended forest: Unwearied, still unwearied, they
urge their ardent way, and gain upon the alarmed object of their pursuit.

Aguin’ he flies, flies with redoubled swiftness ; shoots down the steep ;
strains up the hill ; and takes shelter in the inmost recess of some sequestered
grove.  The sagacious hounds hang, with greedy nostrils, on the scent. They
recover, by indefatigable assidunity, the ground they had lost. Up they come
athird time; and, joining in a general peal of vengeance, hurry the affrighted
aaimal from his short concealment. v

Perplexed, and in the utmost distress, he sccks the numerous herd. He
would lose himeelf, and elude his pursuers, amidst the multitude of his fel-
“lows. But they, unconcerned for a brother’s woe, shun the miscrable crea-

ture, or expel himi from the selfish circle. Abandoned by his associates, and
haunted with apprehensions of approaching ruin, he trembles at every leaf
that shakes. He starts ; he springs ; and wild, and swift as the wind, flies
he knows not where, yet pours all his soul in flight. Vain, vain are his
efforts! The horrid cry, lately lessencd, thickens upon the gale, and thunders
in his ear. Now the poor breathless victim is full in view : his sprightliness
forsakes him ; his agility is spent. See how he toils in yonder valley with
faltering limbs and a hobbling gait! The sight of their game quickens the
pace, and whets the ardour of the impetuous hounds. With tumultuous vio-
lence they rush in, and with clamorous joy demand their prey.
. What can he do, surrounded as he is with insulting tongues and ravenous

>~ e e o

- e,

jsws? Despair is capable of inspiriting even the timorous breast. Having
nothing to hope, he forgets to fear. He faces about, and makes a resolute
stand. The trunk of a sturdy tree covers his rear, and his own branching
horns defend him in front. He rushes upon his adversaries, gores some, lays
others grovelling on the turf, and makes the whole coward pack give way.
Encouraged by this unexpected success, his hopes revive. e rallies once
again his drooping spirits ; exerts the little remainder of his strength, and
springs through the midst of the retiring rout. It is his last, last chance.
He stretches every merve ; once more loses sight of the rabble from the ken-
'/ nel ; and, finding no security on the land, takes to the water! He throws

his burning sides into the river, sails down the cooling stream, and slinks
away to the verge of some little shelving island. There, finding a resting-
place for his feet, he sculks close to the shady margin. All immersed in the ,
wave, excepting only his nostrils, he baffles for a while the prying eye of mat
and the keener smell of brute. -
Discovered at length, and forced to quit this unavailing refuge, he clims
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the slippery bank. Unable to fly any longer, he stands at bay agains
aged willow ; stands, all faint with toil, and sobbing with anguish.
crowds that gather round him with mercilese and outragecus trans
triumph in his misery. A multitude of blood-thirsty throats, joined 1
the sonorous hom, ring his funeral knell. The tears, till this fatal ine
unknown, gush from his languishing eyes, and roll down his reeking che
He casts one more look on the woods, the lawns, the pleasing scenes of
former delights ; and, determined to die, prepares to sell his life as des
possible.

At this most critical juncture, the royal sportsman comes up. He sees
distressed creature, and as soon as he sees, he pities! The clemency wi
attends the throne, accompanies even the diversions of majesty. He is
the high command. The prohibitory signal is given. The pack, the
raving for blood, are checked in a moment ; and not checked only, but cs
off from the prey. Disappointed and grumbling they retire, and leave
intended victim of their fury to enjoy his liberty, his safety, and his:

in.

I have now followed the stag till I have tired your patience. Why
you suffer me to run on at this extravagant rate? You know I am,ontl
favourite topics, an everlasting talker.

Asp. Why this apology, Theron? I am sure you did not see my m¢
yawn, or my head nod, while you was pursuing your subject. Beside
intend to make reprisals, and put your attention to the same trial.

Thus the strictness of the law pursues the soul ; dislodges it from e
refuge of lies ; and never remits its terrifying menaces, till the poor delinq
ceascs from self-confidence, and fixes on Christ for his whole salvation.

The man, perhaps, is awakened into a serious concern for his eternal st

In consequence of which, he relinquishes bis profane and iniquitous practi
breaks the Sabbath, and defrauds his neighbour, no more. But the
quickly represents, and in a glaring light, that a negative obedience is by
means sufficient.
- Upon this he betakes himself to a course of positive holiness; gets acquail
with religious people, and performs religious duties; prays in secret,
attends public ordinances ; conscicntiously observes tlxe Lord’s day, and n
lates his behaviour by the rule of God’s commandments. Now, he is re
to congratulate himself on his remarkable and hopeful reformation.

Soon he perceives, that all his proficiency is but skin-deep, a mere out
varnish, which has not penetrated the inner man. He begins, therefore
watch over the motions, and bewail the evils of his heart. He labourt
. subdue pride, and curb passion; to purge out filthy lusts, and to ba
spiritual wickedness. Notwithstanding all his vigilance, conscience flie
his face, either for the neglect of some virtue or the commission of some
The law rings in his ear that dreadful denunciation, *“ Curscd is he that -
formeth not all things.”

Struck by this conviction, his wounds bleed afresh. He is obliged to ¢
some new balm for his sore. In order to appease an offended God,
atone for his sinful relapses, he makes many sorrowful confessions, poes
submits to voluntary sufferings. He denies himself, and bestows liberally
the poor : he sighs deeply and mourns bitterly. But can waters that
muddy cleanse the garment that is filthy 1 Wil thou mtisly, O vein o
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wilt thou satisfy for one sin by committing another ? In these penitential
exercises, were thy thoughts steadily devout? In those acts of beneficence,
was thy heart warmly affectionate? If not, such fancied reparations of past
faults only aggravate the heavy score.

What shall hedo? He cannot pay: to beg he is ashamed. Fain would
be enter into life, yet not be too much indebted to grace. He attempts,
therefore, to compound with Heaven. He binds himself by solemn, perhaps
by sacramental engagements, to usc greater circumspection for the future ;
then turns his eye to the divine Mediator, not with a view of relying wholly
on his righteousness, but only to obtain such a supply as may make up the
deficiencies of his own. Somewhat like this was the mistake of the Galatian
converts, against which 8t. Paul, in his epistle to that people, so solidly dis-
putes, and 80 sharply inveighs.—For a while he holds fast his purposed
mtegrity. At length, falling notoriously short in executing his part, a start-
Ing voice sounds in his ear that dreadful alarm,  Cursed is he that continueth
»ot.” His heart sinks with discouragement, and all his resolutions hang their
enfeebled heads. He has tried every method that he can devise, and has
found every method ineffectual. All his expedients are a spider’s web, and
his hope is as the giving up of the ghost.

His soul, pursued by the law, and hunted by terror, is brought to the gates
of death, or the very brink of despair. And now the King of kings, now
the Lord our righteousness, appears for his rescue. Now is accomplished
that gracious declaration, ¢ O Isracl, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in me
is thy help,” Hos. xiii. 9. Driven from every false refuge, and drawn by the
blessed Spirit, he comes weary and heavy laden to Christ. Convinced of the
sin of his nature, the sin of his life, and the sin of his best duties, he renounces
himself in every view. This is all his salvation, and all his desire, that he
may win Christ, and be found in him. Did that poor afflicted woman say,
“If I may but touch his garment, I shall be whole ?”—With equal ardour
does this enlightened sinner cry, « If I may but have fellowship with the glo-
rious Immanuel, in his merits and in his benefits, I am alive from the dead,
I am happy for ever.”

Having seen a glimpse of the transcendent excellency of the Redeemer’s
person ; having received a taste from the inexhaustible fulness of his grace ;
0 how he longs for brighter manifestations ! how he thirsts after morc plen-
tiful draughts !—None that come to Christ are cast out. He that awakens
these ardent desires, in his due time gives the desired blessings. After vari-
ous conflicts, a comfortable and established faith is wrought in the penitent’s
wul. He believes that the Son of the Most High died in his stead, and was
obedient for his justification ; believes that all the unsearchable riches of the
sdored Mediator's life and death are his portion.

By this faith his heart is purified, his heart is quickened, he is fitted for
every good work. Though temptations assault him, he derives strength from
his Saviour ; “ resists the devil, and is faithful unto death.” Though corrup-
tions defile him, he flies to the “fountain opened for uncleanness,” Zech. xiii.
1; makes daily, hourly application of the blood of sprinkling, and goes on his
way rejoicing in God his Saviour. .

Ther. Your discourse puts me in mind of Absalom’s procedure when Joak

refused to make him a visit. The prince ordered his servants to set on fif)
the general’s standing corn, 2 Sam. xiv. 30. This stratagem had its inten<
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while they recapitulate the conversation, confirm thc doctrine. This will
. make you some amends for my late tedious harangue. This will tip the lead
with gold.
¢ So law appears imperfect ; and but given
With purpose to resign them, in full time,
Up to a better covenant ; disciplined
From shadowy types to tmth from flesh to spirit ;
From imposition of strict l.w'. to free
Acceptance of large grace; from servile fear
To filial ; works of law to works of faith.””—B. xii 1. 300.

- DIALOGUE X. }

Asp. AgaIN, Theron! Must we never lay aside the weapons of contro-
versy —You put me in mind of the resolute Athenian, who, having fought
vlth distinguished bravery on the field of Marathon, pursued the \:mqmshed
Persians to their fleet. At that very instant a gallcy full of the cnemy’s
was putting off to sea. Determined, if possible, to prevent their
escape, he laid hold of the vessel with his right hand, which was no sooner
fixed, than chopped off by the sailors. The warrior, not at all discouraged,
seized it with his left. 'When that also was cut away, he fastened his teeth
in its side ; and never quitted his gripe till he resigned his breath®.

Ther. 1 have been reconsidering the case of imputed rightcousness, and am
by no means satisfied as to the propriety of the phrase, or the truth of the
doctrine, especially in the scnse which you espouse.  Objections arise, more
sabstantial and weighty than any that have hitherto been urged; and which,
if I mistake not, you will find it a more difficult task to answer.

Asp. I must do my best. And if my best attempts prove unsuccessful, I
shall say, with the gallant Iphicrates, when overpowercd by the cloquence
of his antagonist, ¢ My adversary is the better actor, but mine is the better

I say better; for to you, Theron, I will frecly own, what to another person
I should not be so willing to disclose,—That I receive no comfort, but from
the habitual belief, and daily application, of thie precious doctrine. When-
ever I read the most correct and beautiful writings that proceed in the con-
trary strain, I feel my spirits heavy, I find my prospects gloomy, and not
ome ray of consolation gleams upon my mind. Whereas, much meaner com-
positions, which breathe the savour of this evangelical unction, seldom fail to
quicken my hopes, to brighten my views, and put into my mouth that
plonsly alert profession of the Psalmist, “ I will run the way of thy com-
mandments, now thou hast sct my heart at liberty,” Psalm cxix. 32.
I am far from laying any considerable stress upon this observation,
further still from advancing it into the place of an argument, yet I may be
permitted to mention it in the eonfidence and familiarity of friendship.
Ther. An opinion proposed with so much modesty, and so nearly con-
nected with my Aspasio’s comfort, has doubtless a claim to my serious atten-

® The Athenian’s name was Cynegyrus. The author who relates this extraordin®
is Justin. If the reader should think it a rhodomontade, I believe he will not j
smiss. And I promise myself, the same good sense will enable him to distinguish betﬂ
what is hinted ey way of pleasantry, and what is urged by way of argument.
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tion. Otherwise it might poeeibly provoke my raillery. For you
know I am no great admirer of inward feelings. I cannot think themg
very solid method of dcmonstratmg your point. It must be enforced by
better reasons, if you would gain it access to my heart.

‘We must place, you say, a dependence upon the Lord Jesus Christ, in J
that he has done and suffered. What he has done and suffered, you add, u
our only justifying rightcousness ; and to place our dependence onm it, uh
only method to obtain pardon of our sins, and life eternal.

Asp. 1 have said it, Theron, and I'abide by it. This being the nghtu“
ness of God, is—

Ther. Give me leave, before you proceed farther, to propose &

Does the righteousncsss of God signify the active and passive obed:eneo:
Christ ?

Asp. Righteousness is a conformity to the law in heart and in life.
the Son of God voluntarily made himself subject to the law, perfectly fulg
filled its precepts, and suffered to the utmost its penalty; this, I sl
imagine, furnishes us with the trucst and noblest signification of the phnn.,g

Ther. What if I or others should imagine quite the reverse ? a4

Asp. I thank my friend for his admonition. It is indeed um N
that my bare imagination should pass for orthodoxy and truth. Let w
then inquire after better proof. '

When the divine name, in the sacred phrascology, is added to a su
tive, it expresscs some very extraordinary property. ¢ The trees of
Lord,” Psal. civ. 16, denote those stately and magnificent forests whi